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age rates tumble to 
level for 33 years 
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and Andrew Grice 

THE COST of home loans fell to 
its lowest level for more than 30 
years yesterday after the Bank 
"of England announced a sur- 
prise half-point reduction in 
interest rates, to 5.5 per cent. 

The Bank s swift moves to 
lower Interest rates, with five 
cuts in five months, will allow 
the Chancellor to use next 
, month's Budget to present a 
\ . reasonably upbeat outlook for 
the economy. 

Mortgage lenders were swift 
to follow the Bank's move The 
Halifax. Britain's biggest mort- 
gage lender, cut its rate within 
minutes by 0.5 per cent to 6.95 
per cent, bringing it down to its 
lowest level since 1966. The typ- 
ical monthly payment on a 
£100.000 interest-only' mortgage 
has fallen froma peak of £723 last 
summer to £552. The Nation- 
wide. the biggest mutual, cut its 
standard variable rate by the 
same amount to 6.45 per cent 
Yesterday's announcement 
was seen by Treasury insiders 
as particularly reassuring to 
those inside and outside the 
Labour Party who feared that 
the Bank's monetary committee 
would sacrifice growth and jobs 
for the sake of lower inflation. 

Although Labour MPs were 
worried that the Bank's move 
t, .reflected its concern about the 
economy, cabinet ministers are 
increasingly confident that 
Britain will avoid recession and 
that the Government will reap 
political benefit from the sharp 
fall in rates. 

One minister said that Gor- 
don Brown now had a "unique 
opportunity'' to emerge as a 
Labour chancellor who had 
steered the economy success- 



Business cycle In the City. Yesterday’s rates move will allow the Chancellor to use next month's Budget to present a reasonably upbeat outlook 


Brian Harris 


fully through difficult waters. 

Tony Blair said yesterday: 
“What we have been concerned 
to do. both by getting rid of the 
huge budget deficit and the 
programme for independence 
of the Bank of England, is to 
make sure we go into this dif- 
ficult situation with stability in 
place." The fact that interest 
rates were now at such a low 
level “gives us a much better 
chance to come through any dif- 


ficulties we have and to emerge 
far stronger for the future". 

Business, unions and the 
City welcomed the announce- 
ment But borrowing costs need 
to fall lower still, according to 
many in industry. “The Bank 
has probably avoided a full- 
blown recession, but the econ- 
omy is still in a fragile state," 
said Ian Peters, deputy direc- 
tor-general of the British 
Chambers of Commerce. 


The latest move was widely 
seen as a vindication of Mr 
Brown’s decision to give the 
Bank of England responsibili- 
ty for hitting the inflation target 
“We are seeing the real bene- 
fit of an independent Bank of 
England," said Steven BelL an 
economist at Deutsche Bank. 

However the Tories said the 
bigger- than -expected rate cut 
showed that no one believed the 
Government’s forecasts for 


growth. “The Bank dearly 
thinks the economy is in a lot 
more trouble than Gordon 
Brown complacently predicts," 
Frands Maude, the shadow 
Chancellor said 

Graham Mackenzie, direc- 
tor-general of the Engineering 
Employers' Federation, said the 
decision had come much too late 
for his industry. “The adverse dif- 
ferential between UK and Euro- 
pean interest rates is not 


sustainable.” he said Britain has 
the highest interest rates among 
the world's leading industrial 
countries. European rates are 
expected to fall from their cur- 
rent 3 per cent, while the Unit- 
ed States’ are 4.75 per cent 
In its statement, the Bank 
said uncertain international 
prospects and subdued costs 
made the half-point reduction 
necessary to keep inflation near 
its 2.5 per cent target. The 


Bank is expected to report next 
week that inflation pressures 
have diminished. 

Bank's surprise, page 17 
Outlook. page 19 


Cook is 
rebuked 
over 
Sierra 




BY FRAN ABRAMS 
AND ANDREW GRICE 


KORIN COOK'S most senior 
official will face severe criticism 
next week f rum an official 
inquiry into the amis-tc-Sicn~i 
Leone affair. The Independent 
has leanit. 

The Foreign Secretary « iff 
be rebuked for failings in his 
department, but will be vleaivd 
of knowing a British firm was 
shipping arms in. breach •«!'.? 
UN embargo 

A report from the Connmms 
Select Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, to be published next 
Tuesday, will bo more hard 
hitting than Sir Thomas Lego's 
investigation, ordered by Mr 
Cook, which reported last .July. 

Sir John Kerr. Permanent 
Secretary' at the Foreign Office 
and Head of the Diplomatic Ser- 
vice, will take the brunt of th*- 
report's most damaging find- 
ings His officials held nuvlitv-ts 
with representatives from 
Siuidline. the British firm nf 
mercenaries that shipped anus 
to Sierra Leone. 

The company. Sir John am) 
Mr Cook will all be criticised for 
withholding information and 
witnesses from the select com- 
mittee. Us inquiry was refused 
permission to interview Sit 
David Spedditig, the head >.f 
Ml 6. and met fierce resistance 
from the Foreign Office over 
access to official dispalchw 
Sir David gave evidence in- 
stead to the Commons Intelli- 
gence and Security Committee 
in private. 

However, one committee 
source said Sir John was un- 
likely to face dismissal as .i 
result of the report. "There are 
criticisms all the way along flic 
line. Thai s the difference be- 
tween our report and the Legg 
report. We saw faults at almost 
every level. I doubt if Robin 
Cook will exactly enjoy the re- 
port" the source said. 


Symphony of jargon 
scares concert-goers 


Ulster beatings put 
peace under pressure 


Yin; .SJT down in the concert 
hall for a performance of 
Dvorak's Creel? Suite Op 39 and 
glance at the programme for 
guidance. There is. it explains, 
“a featured cor anglais enrich- 
ing and bucolicizing die sound 
world”. Now that's clear - on 
with die show. 

Research by the Associa- 
tion of British Orchestras and 
Royal Society of .Arts into con- 
cert programmes has found 
the age of jargon is not dead. 
And that note for the Orches- 
tra of the .Age of Enlightenment 
at the Royal Festival Hall is far 
from unique in making the 
casu:il concert-goer scared stiff 
of classical music 

In case anyone had not 
heard Debussy's La Mer. the 
programme at die Philharmo- 
nia's performance reassured: 
“Orientally pentatonic or ar- 
iently chromatic, these wind- 
blown melodies arch and sigh 


BY DAVID LISTER 

■Arts News Editor 

in repetitively lapping undula- 
tions.” That may have been 
Greek to half the audience but 
it had the advantage of brevi- 
ty’. The same cannot be said for 
a note tor Tchaikovsky's Sym- 
phony No 5. In a sentence just 
short of 70 words it explained: 
“The most disturbing aspect of 
the allegro con anima is not the 
sinister character of the first 
subject introduced by the clar- 
inet and bassoon over the 
stealth of the strings: it is more 
disturbing that the second-sub- 
ject melody: which enters moffo 
piu tranquillo in D major on vi- 
olins choking for breath on the 
first beat of every' bar. is never 
allowed to fulfil its expressive 
potential." 

Margaret Levin, marketing 
director of the Corn Exchange 
in Cambridge, agrees that too 


often programme notes are 
written in an “erudite and in- 
accessible style". It is time, 
she says in the report for pro- 
gramme writers to avoid less 
common musical terms used 
without any explanation. They 
should also stop referring to 
similarities with other pieces, 
which she calls “a form of 
musical name-dropping or one- 
upmanship”. And, lastly, they 
should avoid detailed analysis 
of movements in terms of en- 
tries. key changes, and so on. 
These, she says, “turn pro- 
gramme notes into a musical 
orienteering course”. 

Audiences are also cottoning 
on to another programme- 
writing trick. They told the 
researchers that they are fed up 
with blatant promotion of the 
artist It has not gone unnoticed 
that these are often written by 
the agent of the soloist or the 
conductor 


BY DAVID MCKJTTRJCK. 
Ireland Correspondent 

THE BRITISH and Irish gov- 
ernments were last night strug- 
gling to steer the Irish peace 
process through one of its most 
precarious phases, as political 
ami paramilitary pressure com- 
bined to increase instability. 

London and Dublin are fac- 
ing worrying signs that the 
ceasefires of both the IRA and 
the Ulster Volunteer Force, one 
of the largest of the loyalist 
groupings, are fraying. “Pun- 
ishment” beatings continue 
apace, splinter groups on both 
sides appear to represent a 
growing danger and a court 
case in Ireland has given the 
credibility of the process a hard 
knock. 

Apolitical firestorm has dev- 
eloped over the decision of the 
prosecution to drop charges of 
murder against four men 


■ IRA ‘Hxer’ freed 
by Appeal Court 

page 2 

■ A month’s torture 
and beatings 

page 3 

■ Donald MacIntyre 

Review, page 3 

accused of the 1996 IRA bi lli ng 
of Irish detective Jerry McCabe. 
The prosecution agreed instead 
to accept guilty pleas to the 
lesser char ge of manslaughter. 

One of Dublin's main daily 
newspapers expressed “dis- 
may bafflement and outrage" 
at the move. 

Io the north, the IRA’s 
admission that some of its guns 
had been taken by defectors 
from the Real IRA the splinter 


group responsible for the 
Omagh bombing, has placed a 
question-mark over the stabil- 
ity of the organisation. 

This threat was underlined 
last night in a Channel 4 inter- 
view with former prisoner 
Brendan McCIenaghan, who 
says he supports Republican 
Sinn Fein, which is regarded as 
the political wing of another 
splinter group. Continuity IRA 
Asked if he could imagine the 
Continuity IRA setting off 
bombs in London, he said: 
“Nothing has changed much to 
suggest to me that it isn’t a pos- 
sibility that something like that 
could happen again.” 

There are also reports that 
the UVF has smuggled in a new 
consignment of weapons. At the 
same time, splinter groups 
styling themselves “Red Hand 
Defenders” and “Orange Vol- 
unteers” have been carrying 
out petrol-bomb attacks on 
Catholic homes. 
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Attacks at 

highest level 
for decade 
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BY KIM SENGUPTA AND 
Paul lashmar 

THE 42 punishment attacks the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary says 
have taken place this year rep- 
resent the highest number 
recorded for a decade in the 
province. 

In one attack, mas ked men 
who smashed their way into 
Noel Diver's home and broke 
his legs with hurley sticks re- 
alised almost immediately they 
had got the wrong man. Shrug- 
ging off their mistake, they 
went next door to Michael 
Brennan, their intended target, 
and broke both his arms. It was 
just another example of the 
wave of punishment beatings 
and shootings which is piling 
pressure on the peace process. 

Kneecappings and beatings 
have been part of Ulster's re- 
cent history but they have be- 
come, with impasse over the 
decommissioning of arms, part 
of the feuJt-line of the Good Fri- 
day Agreement. Critics of the 
agreement see the issue as an 
example of how the paramili- 
taries have kept on the path of 
violence and are therefore in 
bread] of the agreement 

The RUC Chief Constable, 
Sir Ronnie Flanagan, is un- 
equivocable about who is re- 
sponsible: “I have no doubt 
both from intelligence and the 
pattern of activity that this is or- 
ganised by organisations; this 
it is not the activity of individ- 
uals. This activity is engaged by 
organisations who say they are 
in a cessation of military oper- 
ations. The IRA, UVF and UDA 
- these organisations have 
been involved in barbarity." 

The political parties with 
connections to the paramili- 
taries try to deny involvement. 
A Sinn Ftein spokesman said 
that not only was Sinn Ffein not 
involved m punishment attacks, 
it had no knowledge of IRA in- 
volvement The party also chal- 
lenges the reliability of the 



Sir Ronnie Flanagan: The 
attacks are organised 

RUC statistics and the pres- 
sure group Families Against In- 
timidation and Terra c. 

David Ervine, of the Pro- 
gressive Unionist Party, which 
has links with the loyalist Ulster 
Volunteer Force, when asked 
why he had not used his influ- 
ence to stop the attacks re- 
sponded: “Do you think if i had 
the capacity to stop them, they 
would not already be stopped?" 

Sir Ronnie has main tained 
the paramilitaries carry out 
the beatings and shooting to 
maintain “social control” in 
their areas while putting out the 
excuse that there is a “policing 
vacuum”. 

However, many on the 
streets with knowledge of these 
attacks say the dynamics are 
much more complicated. Un- 
palatable as it may seem, they 
say the paramilitaries are in the 
vast majority of cases re- 
sponding to the wishes of the 
communities in their heart- 
land for rough and ready jus- 
tice. And for various reasons a 
“policing vacuum has indeed 
been created.” 

It is not easy to disentangle 
what lies behind the attacks. 
With few notable exceptions, 
the victims are unwilling to 
speak publicly about their ex- 
perience. While most attacks 
-appear to be sanctioned by the 


loyalist and nationalist para- 
militaries, a small percentage 
are the result of personal crim- 
inal vendettas. A small pro- 
portion of the sanctioned 
attacks are for disciplinary of- 
fences against wayward mem- 
bers of the paramilitary groups, 
but the great majority are 
against those accused of anti- 
social behaviour; ranging from 
Joy-riding to burglary to drug- 
dealing to sexual offences. 

Police and social service 
sources say there are dis- 
cernible differences between 
punishment attacks in nation- 
alist and loyalist areas. In the 
former they tend to be more 
structured, while in the latter 
they are more disorganised. 
Also in the loyalist areas there 
are vastly more beatings and 
shootings connected with 
feuds over drug- dealing . 

Most of the targets are 
young men and the scale of the 
brutality of the punishment de- 
pends on the severity of tbe of- 
fence. 

But they can u go wrong” 
and recent cases of this have in- 
cluded that of Andrew Peden, 
whose bloody stumps, due to a 
shotgun blast in a loyalist knee- 
capping which went wrong, 
have been extensively publi- 
cised and have caused wide- 
spread public revulsion. 

Sir Ronnie said there is ev- 
idence that the p unishmen t 
squads are shooting lower 
down in the hands and ankles 
“This is conscious decision to 
do it in a less debilitating way." 

The news that Amnesty In- 
ternational is to send a dele- 
gation to Northern Ireland to 
look at the issue of punish- 
ment attacks, as part of a broad 
investigation into human-rights 
issues, has been widely wel- 
comed here. 

But according to Sir Ronnie 
they can be stopped immedi- 
ately. “If the IRA, UVF and UDA 
as organisations decided they 
should stop, it will stop." . 


PUNISHMENTS BY PARAMILITARIES 


Republican Loyalist 

86 106 

141 79 

175 151 

104 '.124 

93 120 

Source: Royal Ulster Constabulary 



Nicholas Mullen outside the Court of Appeal yesterday moments after he was freed James Horton 

Republican bomb team’s fixer 
freed on extradition technicality 


THE LAST republican prisoner 
held in a British jail was freed 
yesterday aftera court decided 
that Ins conviction nine years 
ago of conspiracy to cause 
explosions was unlawful: 

Nicholas Mullen, 50, was 
convicted in 1990 of being a key 
member of an IRA bamfwnak- 
ing factory in south London. He 
was widety described as one of 
the terrorists^ Hop fixers" • - 

But yesterday the Court of 
Appeal decided that while there 
was no impropriety in his trial 
the way in which he was extra- 
dited from Zimbabwe rendered 
his subsequent conviction 
unlawfuL 

Lord Justice Rose said the 
court was allowing the appeal 
because of the “highly unuWl 
circumstances" of the case. 
He insisted that there was no 
criticism of the trial judge or 


By Andrew Buncombe 

jury, and no challenge to the 
propriety of the trial’s outcome. 

At that trial Mr Mullen was 
described as a key member of 
a terrorist cell that was plan- 
ning a mainland bombing cam- 
paign. He was said to have 
rented a series of properties, in- 
ch] ding a Sat in Clapham, which 
were to be used to make the- 
bombs. 

The trial heard that he was 
involved in a plot to fire mortar 
bombs at the Houses of Par- 
liament Police said lists, in his 
handwriting, of potential mor- 
tar targets were found. 

The court heard that he 
used tactics similar to those 
used in the Frederick Fbrsyth 
novel The Day of the Jackal, 
utilising the Public Records 
Office to find birth certificates 


of people who had died which 
he could then use to apply for 
passports and driving licences. 

Mr Mullen was traced in 
1988 as a result of documents 
found by police at the Clapham 
flat The day before they raided 
the fiat - where police found 
detonators, timing devices and 
1061b of Semtex - he tied to Zim- 
babwe with his daughter and 
-fprifriend. • — - •• 

The Court of Appeal yester- 
day derided that the way in 
which he was extradited from 
Africa was unlawful. The 
direction to deport him did not 
come, as it should, from Zim- 
babwe's chief immigration 
officer; but rather from the UK 
or Zimbabwean secret service, 
said Lord Justice Rose. As a 
result the subsequent convic- 
tion had to be quashed. 

He said: “For a conviction to 


be safe it must be lawful - and 
if it results from a trial which 
should never have taken place 
it can hardly be regarded as 
safe. “The British authorities 
initiated and subsequently as- 
sisted in and procured the de- 
portation of Mullen by unlawful 
means in circumstances in 
which there were specific 
extradition facilities between 
this country' and Zimbabwe." 

Mr Mullen was born in Cam- 
bridge. the son of an RAF elec- 
trician from Ireland and an 
English mother. 

He was raised in England 
and graduated from Middlesex 
Polytechnic with a BA in social 
sciences. 

In 1990 tbe court was told 
that Mr Mullen was recruited 
by the IRA at the age of 15. 

“I am glad to be going out of 
the front door rather than the 


back door today - I am just 
Sony it has taken so long." said 
Mr Mullen. 

A spokesman for the North- 
ern Ireland Office said yester- 
day that Mr Mullen was not 
eligible for release under the 
terms of the Good Friday 
Agreement as he had been 
held in a British prison - HMP 
Frankland. Durham - and not 
a jail in Northern Ireland. 

Andrew Hunter, the Con- 
servative MP for Basingstoke, 
who has visited Mr Mullen in 
jaiL said that the decision was 
long overdue. 

“I have argued for a long 
time that the British and Zim- 
babwean authorities acted im- 
properly and unlawfully when 
they seized Mullen in Harare. .. 
and forcefully escorted him to 
England where he was arrest- 
ed," he said. 
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FORECAST 

General sftuacfea: South and south-east England will be colder man recently 
but li will be sunnier with only the outside chance of a shower. The rest of Eng- 
land and Wales, together with Northern Ireland, will also be cold with sunny 
spells and scattered showers. The showers most frequent In the west and turn- 
ing wintry over Che mountains. Scotland will be bitterly cold with showers and a 
strong wind leading to blizzards In the highlands There will also be some sleet 
or snow even at lower levels by the end of the day. 

Cent S A SE E ngl an ti. London, Channel Is: Breezy and cold but generally dry 
and bright with only a small risk of a shower. A fresn north-westerly wind. Man 
temp 6-8C (43-46H. 

E AngHa, NE England, E England: Very windy with one or two showers, how- 
ever. there will also be same aecenr sunny spells. A strong north- westerly wind. 
Max temp 5-7C (41-45F). 

midlands, Cent N, SMI 6 NH England, Lake Disc. Iste of Man, Wales: Blus- 
tery heavy showers and a few sunny spells. The showers are likely to turn wintry 
over the mountains later. A strong north-westerly wind. Man temp 5-8C i4 1 - 
4«5F). 

N Ireland: Rather cold and windy with frequent heavy showers and only I mured 
sunny spells. Some of the showers will turn wintry larer. A strong north-westerly 
wind. Mas temp 4-7C (39-45F). 

SW. MMI * NE Scotland. Glasgow, Aberdeen, MAW Isles: Very windy and 
cold with frequent Sharp showers. Bfizzards on mils and winery at lower levets 
later roo A strong to gale force north-westerly vend. Mas temp 3-6C <37-43P). 
SE Scotland ft Edinburgh: Cold and windy with showers on hills, many of them 
wintry A strong to gale rorce north-westerly wind. Max temp 3-6C (37-43F). 

OUTLOOK 

Saturday will also be cold with sunny spells and showers, rhe showers increasing- 
ly wintry. After a sharp overnight frost. Sunday will turn even colder with further 
showers, many of them wintry, although southern parts will stay mostly dry 


London: All? Groan Man Roundabout 
Lsytonstone. Major roadtworks on new Mil 
Mi road. UnM 31 st Deoomner. 
Cambridgeshire A 10 between Fenton aid 
Mil. Resurtadng and bridge m ain tenance 
work al Sheprelh MB. Untf 14ffi Pebruaiy. 
Bristol: US J 18-19. Major Roadworks on 
AvonnsMBi Bndga Una am June Z0B1. 
Lancnstte: MS Between J27 Strcfch and 
J28 Leytand. Roadworks; contraflow and a 
SOmph speed knit either side of ChamocA 
ffcfvud Sendees. UnS ISh February 
Greater Ma nchester: AST. Marrow fane* 
Manchegtur -bound, duo to Mefiofcrk con- 


struction wok. Unti 28th February. 

South Yorkshire: Mi Bc tw oo n J3* Tinsley 
Viaduct (AB109J 8 J3A Txistey Viaduct 
(A6178) Sheffield. Carriageway reduced to 2 
lanes souttxxjtd. unfl 2lst November 2000. 
Gloucestershire: A40 Lansdown Rd. 
Cheltenham. Closed due to roadworks 
nbound. Dworaons m place. Urti 1st Jure. 
Suffcjfc A14 FefasKwe Docks. Roadooks 
unH 28ffi Fetxawy 

AA Raadnede CaB tS38 401 7T7 fttr de 
latest local and notional traffic news. Source 
The Automobile Association. Caffs charged 
at 50p per min (Inc VAT). 


LIGHTING UP 


Belfast 5.10pm to 8.04am 

Birmingham 5.00pm to 7.41am 

Bristol 5.06pm to 7.41am 

Glasgow 4.58pm to 8.02am 


HIGH TIDES 

AM KT 

Avoomoath 10.06 12.7 1< 

Garik 8.33 4-2 ( 

Devaapart 8.27 5.2 f 

Doner 1.41 6.6 1 

Dun Laoghatee 2.13 3.8 3 

Fatcoootti 7.58 5.0 l 

Grnaodi 3.33 3.3 3 

Harwich 2J3 3.9 2 

Holyhead 1.04 5.2 1 

Hall (Albert Dfc) 9.14 8.2 $ 

Rags Lynn 9.20 6.1 S 

Lakh 5.34 5 2 5 

Liverpool 1.55 8.9 2 

Mtfonf Name 907 6.6 S 

Newquay 8.01 6.6 E 

Portland 9.46 1.9 1C 

Portsmouth 2.04 4.5 2 

PwBbefl 10 59 4.6 II 

S carborough 7.03 5.4 7 

Wick 208 3.3 2 

Height measured In metres 
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AIR QUALITY 

today’s readings 


London 

NO, 

Good 

SO, 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Wales 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N Erigfaod 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Good 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


SUN & MOOI 


Sea rises: 07.33 
Sun secs: 16.57 

Moon rtses:22.31 
Moon sets: 09.43 
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0.0 1 

8 

46 

r 

2.6 

0.9 

0.01 

0.14 

12 

6 

54 
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■2 Belfast 
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0.05 

9 
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2.2 

0 

13 

55 

3 Bouruemootti 

0 

0 

12 

54 

2 Bristol 

0 

0.01 

11 

52 

Q Bnxroo 

1.3 

0.01 

10 

50 

7 Carta rr 

0 

0.01 

11 

52 

7 Clacton 

3 2 
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12 

5* 

^ Edinburgh 

2.6 
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11 
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0.01 
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3.5 

0 

13 

55 

0 

0.5 

0.26 

8 

46 

3 Hastings 

0.4 

0 

11 

52 

, Hove 

0.1 

0 

10 

50 

- fsle-nr-maa 

3.0 

0.03 

11 

52 

l »s»«Hof-wfghe 

- 

0 

11 

52 

a 

0 

0.01 

11 

52 

% Kendal 

2.1 

0.08 

9 

48 
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b.3 

0.01 

13 

55 
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1.0 

0.09 

4 

39 
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2 8 

0 

13 

55 

Manchester 

1.4 

001 

13 

55 

Margate 

3.9 

0 

16 

57 

Moxerarnbe 

2.2 

0.02 

10 

50 
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6./ 

0.01 

13 

55 . 

Newquay 

- 

- 
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3.8 

0 

13 

55 
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2.9 

0 

12 

54 


2.8 

0 

14 

57 
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- 

- 
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0 

13 

55 F 

Shrawsbary 

1.5 

0.01 

12 

54 

_ Sooth r od 

3.4 

0 

11 

52 

Stathport 

- 

0.01 

10 

50 V 

Stornoway 

1.1 

0.29 

b 

43 H 

Swanage 

0.1 

0 

11 

52 

| Ibrqaay 

1.0 

0 

T3 

55 

Westoo-s-mar 

' - 

- 

- 

- 

Mfeyruinali 

- 

• 

- 

- 

24 boon ■» 6pm (GMT) Thursday: 
information by PR WoatherCexUre ^ 


WEATHERLINE 

For die uresr Forecasts dial 0891 5009 

Follower! by the two digits lor your arm 

Source: The Met. Office. Calls durged at 
Sup per mn |«c VATI 
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Come Rain 
or Shine... 

SEVERE GALES caused havoc 
across northern Britain yes- 
terday. Exposed roads became 
Uttered with lorries blown over 
in gusts reaching 90mph, while 
thousands of homes in north- 
ern Scotland were left without 
power And forecasters predict 
little respite for the next 24 
hours. Martin Airey from the 
PA WteatherCentre said: “The 
extremely windy weather will 
be around until tomorrow 
lunchtime, and even after that 
there will be strong gusts." 
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IRA murder case 
charges reduced 


DUBLIN YESTERDAY rejected 
as “outrageous" any suggestion 
of political interference after 
four men on trial for killing a 
garda in an IRA robbery had 
their murder charges reduced 
to manslaughter. 

Amid widespread belief that 
intimidation of witnesses led to 
the altered charges, opposi- 
tion parties yesterday de- 
manded an emergency Dail 
debate and a statement from 
the Taoiseach. Bertie Ahern. 

Senior sources flatly denied 
there had been any communi- 
cation between the govern- 
ment and the director of public 


By Alan Murdoch 
ip Dublin 

prosecutions, who approved 
the reduction in the charges, as 
Irish legal experts queried the 
manslaughter move. 

The DPP appears to have 
been guided by fears the mur- 
der prosecution would foil be- 
cause of a lack of evidence, 
allowing the accused to go free. 

The justice ministerwill clar- 
ity the legal issues to the Dail 
when the case has ended. 

The four will be sentenced 
before the no-jury anti-terrorist 
Special Criminal Court today. 


Good News For 
Not West 
Small Business 
Customers 


Interest rates applicable to 
Business Overdraft Agreements,* 
Business Loan Agreements* and 
Flexible Business Loan Agreements* 
are reduced by 1/2% per annum 
with effect from 
5 February 1999. 

‘This notice does not apply to agreements which specify 
the rate os fixed or finked to Base Rate. 


NatWest 


National Westmfruier Bank Pit 41 Lattnini London EC2P 2BP 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 


Bludgeoned, maimed, tortured 
a month of beatings in Ulster 


Clare Gaunter 
and Paul Lashmar 


punishment by the paramil- 
itaiy organisations comes in 

fa™*- Sometimes it can 
1x5 ® *?“* t trough the fleshy 
part of the leg, or the sadistic. 

DerSIStflnf Rank'.. ... 
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bats or pickaxe handles spiked 
with nails. 

Since the start of 1999, 42 
such beatings have been rec- 
orded by the Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary. This marks a 
dramatic resurgence in vio- 
lence after a period during 
which the par amilitar y org- 
anisations had been relatively 
inactive. The following are 
^details of some of the attacks. 

1 January 

Belfast 

A man had both his hands bro- 
ken when he was attacked with 
iron bars in the afternoon in 
north Belfast 

3 January 

Belfast 

A man was beaten with pickaxe 
handles studded with nails 
The attack, during the after- 
noon in east Belfast, caused 
bruismgtohisbody.TWDfurth» 
incidents occurred in Newtow- 
nards. Hie victims, both men, 
were beaten with iron bars. 

k January 

Belfast 

A 25-year-old man was taken to 
hospital after being beaten by 
a number of men wielding pick- 
axe handles in the Markets 
area of Belfast The man had 
injuries to his head, chest and 
,j|!Jth legs. 

5 January 

Antrim 

A gang of five masked men 
armed with a handgun and 
metal bars smashed their way 
into a flat occupied by a woman, 
a 15-year-old youth and two 
men in Donegore Drive, 
Antrim. The two men were 
taken into the kitchen and 
beaten. Both suffered head and 
leg injuries. In a second inci- 
dent, two men, aged 27 and 29, 
were each shot once in the leg 
just before 6pm. They were 
found lying together in an 
alleyway at Falcarragh Drive, 
in the Lenadoon area of west 
Belfast One of them had been 
grabbed and bundled into a 
car while walking in the Bally- 
murphy area; the other is 
thought to have been forced into 
another car while walking on 

f pe Ralls Hoad. Both were dri- 
fen to Lenadoon to be shot All 
four men involved in the day’s 
incidents were hospitalised. 

6 January 

Lurgan 

Two men in the Lurgan area 
were beaten with iron bars, and 
suffered leg and bead injuries. 

7 January 

Belfast 

Two p unishmen t-style attacks 
took place in the Ormeau Road 
and Rathcoole areas of Belfast 
One man in his twenties was 
taken to hospital with leg 
injuries after being beaten with 
batons and iron bars in Hatfield 
Street Another man, also in his 
twenties, was taken to hospital 
after being shot in the te g hi an 
incident near the Irish Highway 
frui. in Rathcoole. on the north- 
■ i5 outskirts of the city at 
around 7.15pm. 

8 January 

Bangor 

Stephen Paul, in his twenties, 
was left in a critical condition 
after a shooting incident on the 
loyalist Kflcooley estate. In Ban- 
gor. Co Down. Despite his 
^juries he managed to stagger 
several hundred yards to a 

main road. He was picked up by 

an ambulance, which took him 
to Belfast’s Royal Victoria Hos- 
pital where he had emergency 
surgery. Mr Paul is the nephew 
of William “ Wasae” Paul a loy- 
alist drug dealer; who was shot 
dead a few streets away last 
July. In a separate incident, two 
men were beaten with pickaxe 
handles by three masked men 
who broke into a house in m- 
fe,' W Londonderry. The vic- 
tims, aged 35 and 39, suffered 

cuts and bruisingto their heads 

and bodies. 

9 January 

Strabane . , 

Six masked IRA men burst 
into the house of Noel Diver; 
who lives with his partner and 
child on a republican estate in 
Strabane, Co Tyrone. They 
pulled the 24-year-old fromtne 

sofe and beat him with baseball 


bats and an iron ban It was sev- 
eral minutes before they 
realised that they had the 
wrong house and the wrong 
man. They left without a word, 
went next doon seized 22-year 
old Michael Brennan, and 
offered a running commentary 
as they smashed his limbs. 
“Wait till you hear this one 
break,” one shouted, as he 
swung a baseball bat down at 
Mr Brennan’s arm. “You’re a 
big man now,” said another as 
they left their victim groaning 
on his kitchen floor Both men 
were left with broken arms 
and legs, and injuries to their 
ankles and heads. TWo masked 
men, armed with a baseball bat 
and a wooden baton, attacked 
a 17-year-old youth at The Quay, 
KMough. Hie victim received 
bruising to his head, back, face 
and hand in the attack. 

12 January 

Londonderry 

An IB-year-old man was beat- 
en with a baseball bat in an 
attack in Londonderry. He suf- 
fered severe bruising. 

14 January 

Belfast 

A 23-year-old man was shot in 
the thigh by two men at 
Malvern Way In Belfast's 
Shankill area. He was taken to 
hospital fi>£ treatment 

1 5 January 

Belfast 

A 24-year-old man was detained 
in hospital after being attacked 
and beaten with sticks in the 
Markets area of Belfast He suf- 
fered broken ankles and bruis- 
ing. Later, another 24-year-old 
man was shot in the right calf 
by three masked men at Mount 
Vfernon Park in north Belfast 

17 January 

Lisburn 

A 32-year-old man required 
hospital treatment after being 
beaten by three men armed 
with a hammer and a wooden 
bat in Low Road, Lisburn Co 
Antrim. He suffered a broken 
wrist and bruising to his head. 

20 January 

Lurgantarry 

At around 9.15pm a number of 
masked men entered a house 
at Lurgantarry Lurgan, and 
attacked the male occupant 
with sticks- The victim, who was 
in his thirties, was then shot in 
the right arm, right knee and 
left ankle. He was detained in 
hospital for treatment 

1 8 January 

Lisburn 

A 33-year-old man was beaten 
with a hammer and baseball bat 
in an attack in the Lisburn dis- 
trict of Antrim. He suffered a 
broken wrist 

23 January 

Belfast 

A 17-year-old youth was shot in 
the right leg by loyalist para- 
militaries in an alleyway off 
Hopewell Avenue, in the 
Shankill area of Belfast In a 
separate incident two men beat 
workers at Roscoff Restaurant, 
in central Belfast, with ham- 
mers. This incident has not 
been confirmed as paramilitary. 

25 January 

Rasharkin 



Michael Br ennan deft) and Noel Diver, who both had limbs broken by a m asked gang in their Strabane, County Tyrone, homes on 9 January 


Crispin Rodwell 


In Rasharkin, Co Antrim an 18- 
y ear-old youth suffered head 
and face injuries when three 
masked men burst into his 
house and beat him with dubs, 
in what is presumed to have 
been a loyalist attack. A second 
man in the house escaped 
injury byjumping out of a first- 
floor window. Earlier; in what 
appeared to be another para- 
military-style shooting, at 
Maghera, Co Londonderry, a 
man was shot in the leg. Also, 
Sean Adams. 18, Gerry Adams’ 
nephew, and a friend, suffered 
a p uni s hm ent beating in the St 
James area of the FbUs Road. 

26 January 

Newry 

Eazzurn Collins, aged 44, died 
after what is thought to be an 
attack by Republicans. He had 
been repeatedly stabbed and 
attacked wi& a blunt object EBs 

body was found in a ditch in 
Newiy . Collins, a former IRA 
member who had been jailed, 
turned against the IRA and 
wrote a book about his exploits. 
In another incident, which took 
place shortly after 10pm, a 20- 


year-old man was shot in both 
hands and his right ankte on 
Rossnareen Avenue, in the re- 
publican area of west Belfast 

30 January 

Newcownabbey 
Seven people were taken to hos- 
pital after being assaulted by s 

masked gang at Newtown- 
abbqy Co Antrim. The woman, 
teenage girl and five men in 
their late teens an dearly twen- 
ties were attacked by masked 
men when their Ford Fiesta 
pulled up outside the woman’s 
house in the Ballyduff district 
after a night out After as- 
saulting the seven people they 
set fire to the Fiesta and to their 
own can The attacksTs- at least 
one of whom carried a gun - 
had eariier forced their way into 
the house, smashing windows 
and terrifying a babysitter and 
two children, aged seven and 
eight The assault took place 
hours after a man in his early 
thirties was shot m the Catholic 
area of Cookstown, Co Tyrone, 
in what was treated as a pun- 
ishment attack, said to have 
been carried out by the IRA. 

1 February 

Cookstown 

At 8.45pm a 28-year-old man 
was abducted by two masked 
men in Fountain Road, Cook- 
stown, in Co Tyrone. The man 
was driven around for two 
hours in the back of a Citroen 
pur, until at 10.45pm in Moy- 
gashel, a republican area of Co 
Tyrone, he was told to lie on the 
ground and was shot in the 
right leg. 

2 February 

Lisnaskea 

At 830pm a number of men 
broke into a house in Lis- 
naskea, Co Fe rmanag h. They 
confronted a man in his forties 
in the hallway of his home, in 
front of his daughter They 
struck him on the head with a 
sledge-hammer and during the 
struggle shot him in the stom- 
ach. He was taken to hospital, 
where he was described as 
“seriously ill, but stable." 
Detectives believe that para- 
militaries set out to shoot and 
mutilate the man and have 
now left him with a bullet 
wound to his abdomen. 


3 February 

Belfast 

A 40-year-old man was shot in 
* hnnrfi p studded with nails , the punishment the foot in a Protestant area of 

squads’ favourite weapon Crispin Rodwell east Belfast 



First Active 

Making money work 


First Active Direct Demand Account 


Balance {£) 

500+ 

1000+ 

2500+ 

5000+ 

Gross AER 

4.50% 

5.00% 

5.35% 

5.45% 

NetAER 

3.60% 

4.00% 

4.28% 

4.36% 

First Active Direct Notice Accounts 


Balance (£) 

500+ 

1000+ 

2500+ 

5000+ 

30 Day Notice 
Gross AER 

5.15% 

5.35% 

5.45% 

5.55% 

Net AER 

4.12% 

4.28% 

4.36% 

4.44% 

Gross Monthly 

5.03% 

5.22% 

5.32% 

5.41% 

Net Monthly 

4.03% 

4.18% 

4.25% 

4,33% 

90 Day Notice 





Gross AER 

5.60% 

5.70% 

5.80% 

6.00% 

Net AER 

4.48% 

4.56% 

4.64% 

4.80% 

Gross Monthly 

5.46% 

5.56% 

5.65% 

5.84% 

Net Monthly 

4.37% 

4.45% 

4.52% 

4.67% 


5000+ 10,000+ 25,000+ 50,000+ 100,000+ 


5.65% 

4.52% 


5.75% 

4.60% 


5.85?o 

4.68% 


6 . 10 % 
4.88% 
5.94% 
4.75% 

First Active Direct Access Account 

Balance {£) 5000+ 10,000+ 25,000+ 50,000+100,000+ 

Gross AER 5.85% 5.95% 6.05% 6.15% 6.25% 


5.75% 

5.85% 

5.95% 

4.60% 

4.68% 

4.76% 

5.60% 

5.70% 

5.79% 

4.48% 

4.56% 

4.63% 

6.20% 

6.30% 

6.40% 

4.96% 

5.04% 

5.1 2% 

6.03% 

6.1314 

6.22% 

4.82% 

4.90% 

4.981o 


NetAER 


4.68% 4.76% 4.84% 4.92% 5.00% 


Rates applicable from opening of business on 5 February 1999 


0800 55884 


Jbi 


FOR FULL DETAILS GALL US FREE ANYTIME 
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5» William Alton* Moult, AsMcv Awiwie, Epsom, Sunry Ktlfl SAS 

FH> tofiw pic b ■ itoutBfY to «h» Banking Cod* at Precbca and b abo ■ mambar el tha (JK Banking Ombudsman fidwrae. 

Gross raids shown (winch are variable} are the annual contractual rate d interest payable annually (unless otherwise mdicaiedl. not Ijhnrj account c» the >i»-.u--:ricn or 
income tax at the basic rate. Interesi wfl be paid net of basic rate of mcome tax (which may be reclaimed by non-ia* payers) OR. subject to the requ‘n*a ccn.tour ” 
gross. Net equivalent assumes current basic rate ol 20%. Net rales queried have been rounded and are for the purposes of illusir anon only H rhe Odianae fa>i 3 ueicrw 
£500 (Direct Access Account £5.0001 a variable rate Icurrentfy 2% gross. 1.6% net, 2% AER) All rales shown are annual equivalent rate tA£R). AER is roui-.al^r.r i.- 
the gross rate annualised to taka account of the eompoundmg ol irrteresi paid other than once a year. Minimum withdrawal amount. Direct Demand AccouV -;!Q 
Direct Access Account £100. Direct Notice Account £50. Investors with Fist Active pic are not qualifying shareholders of First Active pic Fo? yuui own 
your telephone call may be recorded or monitored. p5oT 
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Suburbs ‘may be slums of tomorrow 



“Go% into Ruislip Cardens, 
Runs the red electric tram, 
With a thousand Ta’s and 
Pardon's 

Daintily alights Blaine 


Bv Nicholas Schoon 


BRITAIN’S SUBURBS, as im- 
mortalised by Sir John Betje- 
man, are in danger of a rapid 
do wnhill slirfe which could even 
turn them into tomorrow’s 
slums, warns a report pub- 
lished today. 

Dominated by owneroccu- 
pfets and home to most Britons, 
the nation's suburbs are large- 
ly taken for granted. John 
Major once described them as 
‘invindble’’. 

But some, especially those 
ringing the largest cities, are 
being battered by stresses 
which are making their better- 
off occupants flee in droves. And 
that could concentrate poverty 
within them, giving them the 
same social problems as the 
inner city. 

Michael GwiDiam. direc t or of 
the Civic Trust, the charity 
which campaigns to make rides 
more attractive, and one of the 
report's authors, said: “IPs un- 
derstandable that most atten- 
tion in the debate about urban 
renewal has been focussed on 
inner cities. But the lack of 
analysis and debate about sub- 
urban areas is disturbing. Some 
parts of them need early atten- 
tion if they are to avoid becom- 
ing tomorrow’s problems," 

Les Sparks, Birmingham's 
chief planning off ice r, agreed. 
“Wfe mustrrtneglect the typical, 
sprawling 20th-century sub- 
urbs," he said. “In Birmingham 
weVe concerned about the prob- 


Ipms of outward migration from 
them." He said the people mov- 
ing out. “leapfrogging the 
green belt" into shire towns, 
were largely “white, middle- 
dass, employed home owners" 
and they left poorer people 
behind. 

The report, SustoHiabteKe- 
newal cf Suburban Areas, was 
written by the Civic Hoist and 

planning ra w gnltnnts Ow* Anip 
& Partners, and funded by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation. It 
includes case studies in North 
Bristol, London’s Redbridge, 
North Tyneside and Northfidd, 
Birmingham. 

One of the suburbs biggest 
problems is the decline in their 
local shopping centres, caused 
fcy thegrowfb of superatoresand 

tjj phigh rarnt gnpfT^np whirh al- 

lows residents to shop further 
from home. They begin to be- 
come shabby and shops are left 
vacant, destroying the neigh- 
bourhood’s sense of identity 
and self respect 

The loss ofheatth, leisure and 
other community facilities due 
to centralisation on large sites 
and the growth of out-of-town 
slyle developments is also dam- 
aging suburbs and taking away 
local shops. Often bus routes 
which serve them are out of 
date, feeding into the city cen- 
tre instead of catering for out- 
wards and sideways journeys. 

The report suggests local 
councils should spearhead early 
careful, interventions to im~ 
prove declining suburbs before 
a gentle descent turns into a 
rapid slide. But the last thing 



AT? FAS OF DECLINE 


NORTH BRISTOL 

The Victorian and early 20th 
century suburbs of norlh 
Bristol are being challenged 
by massive shopping, leisure 
and housing developments 
north of the city, near the 
M4 and MS motorways. 

These erowch areas rely heavily on car use. The report • 
SSoMOm equivalent ol a new city centre is form**, 
without Bristolcourietl chmh.os <« «"1“« ® 

existing suburbs. 


REDBRIDGE, NORTH-EAST LONDON 
Parts appear to be entering 
a spiral of decline. As local 
shops and services close, 
residents become 
increasingly dependent on 
private cars. This worsens 
congestion and pollution. 

while isolating poorer .. . . . 

people without cars. The suburb is challenged by a big 
shopping centre in Thurrock, while another that is soon 
to open in Darcford will add to the pressure on focal 
shops.The report suggests a major facelift for Gants 
Kill, to capitalise cm its Underground station 




A vision of suburban 1950s Britain which researchers say has died as families leave in droves Hulton Getty 



they need is flu* kind of massive 
redevelopment now seen as 
having destroyed many inner 
city residential areas. 

The key is to secure the back- 
ing of suburbanites, in recog- 
nising their neighbourhoods 
have problems ami in suggest- 
ing impnivement& But this m$y 


not be easy because suburbs 
often lack a strong sense of 


through counts tax for local fan- 

pmp MTrtpn^nwiI WOTrminrtytW. 


community and residents may velopment They also advocate 


be suspicious about change. 

The authors also suggest 
that suburbs should be given the 
same local gov er nm ent powers 
as village parishes, enabling 
them to raise modest sums 


making National Lottery money 
available for commimily-ied im- 
tiatives to halt suburban decay 
Ckiatroversially; the authors 
advocate c onvex ti ng some sub- 
urban houses into and 


some demniitinn and redevel- 
opment to buito denser housing 
near puWic transport links and 
alongside open spaces. And it 
says greater variety of house 
types is needed to cater for the 
growing number of single peo- 
ple and couples without chil- 
dren. 


WEST NORTHFIELO, BIRMINGHAM 

The study singles out this 
unfashionable outer suburb 
near Rover’s longbridge 
works because of the way 
in which the council has 
tried to involve local people 
in improving the area. It 
was selected for a pilot 

project in 1993 which has now been extended to rhe 
rest of the city. In each Birmingham ward an advisory 
board Is set up. with representatives from the 
community and local authorities. Each board is given 
£80.000 to spend on improvements, which could 
include such things as traffic-calming measures and 
better lighting. 
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Upgrade your 
mobile phone and 
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Mandelson did not 
drop Maxwell case i 


PETER MANDELSONS former 
permanent secretary has re- 
vealed that the former secre- 
tary ofstate (fid not stazxl aside 
from die Department of Thade 
and Industry case against 
Kevin Maxwell, in spite of his 
loan from Geoffrey Robinson, a 
former dose business associate 
of the Maxwells. 

Kevin Maxwell, the son of the 
late Robert Maxwell, is being 
taken to the High Court next 
week by the DTI to force him 
to co-operate with the inspec- 
tors’ inquiry into an alleged 
fraud behind the flotation of the 
Mirror Group. 

Sir Michael Sc ho la r , Perma- 
nent Secretary to the Depart- 
ment of 'Dade and Industry, 
under Mr Mandelson’s suc- 
cessor; Stephen Byers, dis- 
closed in a DTI note to John 
Redwood, the Tbry spokesman, 
that Mr Mandelson "did not 
consider ft appropriate to stand 
aside from consideration of 
this issue.” There is no sug- 
gestion Mr Mandelson has bro- 
ken any rules but Mr Redwood, 

a past DTI nnnista; said he was 
“unwise” not to rule himself out 
of consideration of toe case 
after borrowing £373,000 for 
his house from Mr Robinson, 
whirled to his departure from 
the Cabinet “I am astonished 


By Coun brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 


Mr Mandelson did not stand 
aside on an of toe Maxwell is- 
sues. given his dose relation- 
ship with Mr Robinson and 
given the connections between 
the Maxwell empire and one of 
Mr Robinson's trading compa- 
nies. Mr Mandelson would have 
had to read a lot of papers and 
files before the DTI proposal to 
intervene in the court case and 
he wouldn't know before em- 
barking on that reading how far 
it might go. I think he was very 
ill-advised to agree to do that 
“He was leaving himself 
open to reading a lot of mater- 
ial that could have placed him 
in an embarrassing position. I 
don’t know that it did, but it 
could have done.” 

The former paymaster-gen- 
eral worked closely with Kevin 
Maxwell in the family’s engi- 
neering companies before 
Robert Maxwell’s death in 1991 
led to the discovery of the raids 
on the Mirror Group pension 
fond to shore up the Maxwells* 
Mirror empire. Mr Robinson 
had nothing to do with the pen- 
sion fund. Kevin Maxwell was 
cleared of criminal deception in 
a rivfl case but is being pressed 
to assist in the DTI inquiry. 


A DTI note, sent to Mr RetT 
wood by Sir Michael, said: "As 
far as the inspection into Mir- 
ror Group newspapers is con - 
cerned, this is being carried out 
by independent inspectors ap- 
pointed by the department in 
1992; action currently rests 
with them. The inspectors have 
recently certified to the cowl 
Mr Kevin Maxwell's failure to 
co-operate; and the depart- 
ment has been joined as a 
party to this action at its re- 
quest Mr Mandelson did not 
consider it appropriate to stand 
aside from consideration of 
this issue." 

Mr Redwood said: "At the 
very least he made a misjudg- 
ment, because the Maxwell 
case goes so wide and includes 
so many characters there was 
always the danger that in the 
paperwork he would have to 
read before committing the de- 
partment he would have dis- 
covered things he should not 
have been involved in. The Per- 
manent Secretary is implying 
this because he is saying Mr 
Mandelson did step aside from 
all the things to do with Mr 
Robinson. My judgment is that 
he should stood aside from the 
Kevin Maxwell case as wen." 

Mr Mandelson was not avail- 
able for comment last night 


In Brief 


Alt ken court bid withdrawn 

AN APPLICATION to alto - toe bail conditions of Jonathan 
Aitken, so that it was believed he would ask for his 
passport, was withdrawn at toe Old Bailor yesterday by his 
solicitors. Aitten, 56, is waiting to be sentenced for perjury 
in his libel action against The Guardian and Granada TV 


Attempted mtftder charges laid 


A man, 27, was yesterday remanded in custody on charges 

of attempting to murder five people. Li ¥\i Kang, a kitchen 
worker; allegedly tried to kiQ 'Em Cheng, 69 - the owner of 
a Chinese takeaway near Cheltenham - Mr Cheng's wife, 
their son-in-law and two grandchildren, on 1 February. 


48-hour 

Tube 

strike 

called 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 


MOTOROLA ORANGE DIGITAL MOBILE 

• Ultra small and compact 

• Send and receive fax and computer data 

• Send and receive short text messages 

• Up to 110 minutes talktime/ 

45 hours standby 

Model: StarTAC 501 Was £29.99* 
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Few greens eaten on Emerald Isle 

THE IRISH are continuing to ignore advice to eat up 
their greens, according to new figures. The consumption 
of fruit and vegetables in Ireland is stuck at one of the 
lowest levels in Europe despite campaigns based on 
health grounds, said Mike Gibney professor of nutrition 
at Dublin’s Trinity College university. 

Pensioners 9 cancel millennium 


1, .--.fvx’v- 




Phis £35 for Connection 


•One of the smallest and lightest phones around.** 
MOBILE CHOICE - WINTER 98/99 



A PENSIONERS' CLUB in Sunderland which booked a 
community centre in 1991 for a millennium da nce, has 
had to cancel the planned celebration - because most of 
Its members have died. When the group booked it had 
almost 70 members, but there are now only around SO. 


Link: 


THE EASY ROUTE TO THE RIGHT MOBILE 


CoixMtion <» moNte pirns Is nijact to status. A dveslt nay he raquML Ash fcrstm tar detsfis. 


depmanq on the tunber of days in tte 
Pre-Pay. Cusamw? c oiw Lte d to either 
i win refund the dBlwtnce. 


Herbal cigarettes also harmful 

SMOKERS WANTING to quit who think that puffing on a 
herbal cigarette may be a safe substitute are being 
misled. Scientists who tested one brand of a vegetable- 
based cigarette on five students found they produced 
levels of carbon monoxide high enough to damage health. 
Herbal cigarettes are sold as an aid to quitting smoking. 

Rude awakening for late pupDs 

A SCHOOL has introduced morning wake-up w»iic for 
pupHs who are regular^ late for classes. A team of gover- 
nors at London's Islington Green school are telephoning 
pupils' homes as part of efforts to improve standards b 


UNION leaders last night 
called a 48-hour strike on Lon- 
don Underground and predict- 
ed “severe disruption" to 
services oven* four-day period. 

Up to 7.000 tub© employees 
are to walkout at 6pm on Sun- 
day. 14 February until the same 
time on Tuesday, 16 February 
in protest at the partial pri- 
vatisation of the network. 

It is expected management - 

will be able to maintain a atodo* 
ton service, but there coukLi, 

also be delays before and aftwfr 
the industrial action. * . 

The strike call followed two 
hours of talks between London 
Underground and the RJITP rail 
union, which represents most 
staff on the system. The mart- 
mgwas described as * arnica- 
blc "- but management was 
unable to offer the necessary 
assurances about the impact of 
the sell-off on entpfoyws' terns 
and conditions. The tutfon 
wants a guarantee there wffi bo . 
no compulsory redundancies. 
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IN WHE INDEPENDENT ON SATURDAY 


Action stations: the 50 best video 
games of all time in vthe information 

THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO STAYING IN AND GOING OUT IN THE WEEK AHEAD 


■ PLUS 

ANN TRENEMAN 
TAKES ON ERICA 
JONG AND ANNA 
PAVORDONTHE 
PLANTS IN PERIL 
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C4 admits new 
fake and bars 
film’s producer 


. CHANNEL 4 has admitted ttiat 
■ a documentary aired in 1997 
contained scenes where film- 
makers posed as clients pick- 
ing up rent boys. 

Marie Devine, the producer 
of IboMuch Tbo Young: Chick- 
ens, has admitted lying to 
Channel 4 about her pro- 
gramme in a case which will 
further undermine the credi- 
bility of television documen- 
taries. She has been banned 
from working for the channel 
' again. 

Fbllowing the revelation that 
ITVrs award-winning drug doc- 
umentary The Connection was 
faked, Carlton ^television was 
- fined £ 2 m by the Independent 
Television Commission. The 
1TC said yesterday that it was 
now investigating Chickens, 
but refused to comment on 
whether the channel may be 
fined. 

Channel 4 is also investigat- 
ing allegations against another 
unnamed, documentary. There 
is growing speculation that se- 
nior Channel 4 executives may 
be farced to resign if the reports 
are found to be true. 

Chickens, made by an inde- 
pendent producer Basement 
■Productions, was aired in 1997 
as a part of a season of films by 
first-time directors and pro- 
ducers. It claimed to have se- 


Bt Paul McCann 
Media Editor 


cretly filmed footage of clients 
approaching boys on the 
streets of Glasgow. In fact, the 
clients were members of the 
film crew. In one scene, the pro- 
gramme claimed to show a 
man pulling up in a family car 
on a road in Eelvingrove Park 
The man supposedly paid an 18- 
year-old known as Kamxny £20 
for oral sex. 

The programme made head- 
lines in Scotland when it was 
broadcast in April 1997 because 
of claims by the boys that tele- 
vision celebrities and foot- 
ballers had paid than for sex. 

The faked footage was ex- 
posed by a researcher who 
worked on the programme, 
Peter McGraith, on Radio 5 
live's Parris on TV pro- 
gramme. Channel 4 initially 
denied the allegations when 
they emerged in November 
but after further questioning of 
Ms Devine by its lawyers last 
month, she admitted that 
scenes had been faked. 

The revelation comes at a 
bad time for the channel It is 
currently in dispute with Not- 
tingham city council which is 
hying to blodk the broadcast of 
a film, Staying Lost, about chil- 
dren in its care. The council 


says the film-makers encour- 
aged a young girl to pretend to 
be a prostitute and that they 
paid children to appear In the 

film 

Channel 4 is standing by its 
producer and plans to fight the 
council in court 

Trm Gardam, the channel’s 
director of programmes, is- 
sued a statement yesterday 
placing the blame over Chick- 
ens on Ms Devine 

He said: “Our procedures 
are robust, but no procedures 
are proof against deliberate 
and organised deception. The 
way in which the scenes were 
set up is an unacceptable 
breach of trust with the audi- 
ence and Channel 4." 

Last September the channel 
was forced to halt the screen- 
ing of a programme. Daddy’s 
Girl, when officials discovered 
they had been hoaxed by a 
couple pretending to be father 
and daughter 

Because of the concerns 
over faked documentaries, 
ChanneU has issued guidelines 
for producers working on in- 
vestigative and observational 
programmes. It is also planning 
a series of seminars for pro- 
ducers and directors in which 
it will remind them of their eth- 
ical and regulatory responsi- 
bilities. 



Too Mach Too Young: Chickens (above) is under investigation by the Independent Television Commission. Marie 
Devine, the producer, has admitted lying to broadcasters C hann el 4 about the content of the show 


... AND HERE’S ONE WE MADE UP EARLIER: 
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a C onnection 

. The most high-profile 
piece of fakery so far cost 
Carlton Television a £2m 
, fine from the television 
- regulator. The film claimed 
to show a drug smuggler 
swallowing heroin and 
. flying into Britain. In fact, 
his plane tickets were 
bought by the director and 
; it was claimed he 
. ■ swallowed nothing more 
harmful than mints. 


.Driving; 
"School' . 

The BBC’s hit doc u -soap 
Involved scenes chat could 
only have been set up by a 
camera crew. 

These “fly-on-the-wair 
scenes included one 
instance when the 
infamous Maureen Rees 
woke her husband at four 
in the morning so chat he 
he could test her on the 
Highway Code before her 
test. 


Cutting 
Rogue Nla 

Channel Vs documentary 
about "ducking and 
diving’ builders turned out - 
to be largely 
reconstructions of the 
men’s claims. Some of the 
characters who appeared 
to be strangers actually Y 
knew each other. 

Three of the characters , 

had been In a previous A 

documentary made by the •; 
producer. 



a Tm of 

ITVs "Survival" slot 
admitted tame hyenas, 
porcupines and wild cats 
were used when it put 
together a documentary 
which was shortlisted for 
the 1998 Wildscreen 
Golden Panda awards. This 
led to natural history 
producers admitting that 
they occasionally use 
tame animals to achieve 
certain shots. 

Z'tt' -A". A"' 


Ball leads Radio 1 revival as Evans slumps 


ZOE BALL has led a recovery 
in BBC radio’s fortunes, adding 
half a million listeners to her 
breakfast show on Radio One, 
according to official data re- 
leased yesterday. 

The latest figures, compiled 
try Radio Joint Audience Re- 
search, show that Ms Ball, who 
took sole possession of the 
breakfast slot last September; 
helped Radio One to lift its au- 


by Rhys Williams 

dienceto iL4m listeners and its 
market share to its highest 
level for nearly two years. The 
revival coincided with the con- 
tinuing slump at Chris Evans’s 
Virgin Radio, which saw its au- 
dience fall by 130,000 to 3.7m. 

Radio four also appears to 
have emerged from a recent 
trough by adding 260,000 lis- 


teners to its audience. With 
Radios Two, Three and Five 
Live all holding firm, the BBC 
has narrowed the gap in audi- 
ence share with commercial 
radio to 0.8 per cent 
Ms Ball’s success appears to 
signal a new period of confi- 
dence at Radio One, and sets 
the seal on changes introduced 
by Andy Parfitt, who took over 
as controller last spring. 


Chris Evans, who left the sta- 
tion's breakfast show two years 
ago, had vowed to “MU’ Radio 
One when he took ova at Vir- 
gin. Yesterday’s figures show 
that although he was able to 
boost his own breakfast-show 
audience of 2.2m by 2*3 per cent 
be is outgunned by Ms Ball by 
more than two to one 

Radio four is drawing much 
comfort Grom the figures, citing 


the increase in listening hours 
as validation for extensive 
schedule changes introduced 
by controlieq James Boyle. 

Although audience levels 
have not return to theeight-nrii- 
lion mark- after losing 500,000 
listeners in the previous quar- 
ter- its 794m listeners are tun- 
ing in on average for more 
than 11 hours a week, the high- 
est level for more than three 


years.“We’re beginning to see 
the first signs that the changes 
are working the way we want 
them to,” said a spokeswoman. 

There was also encourage- 
ment for commercial radio. 
Classic FM enjoyed a record 
quarter increasing its audi- 
ence by 10 per cent year on year 
to 5JLm listeners. 

Leading article. 

Review, page 3 



ZoeBall: breakfast show 
outgunning Chris Evans 


Comic 

Relief 

‘stole 

noses’ 

By Andrew Buncombe 


FRIVOLITY WAS tinged with 
firry yesterday after the or- 
ganisers of Comic Reliefs Red 
Nose Day were accused of 
stealing the design for their 
hooting plastic noses. 

As celebrities launched the 
day of forced humour. Result In- 
ternational Ltd, a small design 
company from Esher, Surrey, 
lodged a writ in the Patent 
Court of the Chancery Division 
It claims that after spending 
three months developing the 
nose. Comic Relief passed sam- 
ples to a rival firm. 

No one was laughing yes- 
terday as Comic Relief de- 
scribed the writ as cynical and 
“very disappointing". A spokes 
woman said: "We last heard 
from the company in November 
and then nothing until today. 

“Ybu have to look at the tim- 
ing of this - it is very cynical. We 
have taken legal advice on this 
and we have been told that itis 
unsubstantiated. 

“It’s deplorable that this 
should come out on the launch 
of Red Nose Day. It’s purely op- 
portunistic.” 

Result International report- 
edly wants the charity to pay it 
£500,000 in lost earnings after 
the contract for the noses - 
bong sold in Salisbury's, Sava- 
centre and Homebase at £1 
each - went to Watermark Pic. 

Result's director, Robert 
Seymour declined to comment. 
Earlier he had been quoted as 
saying: “We produced a number 
of samples of our product and 
passed them on to Comic Re- 
bel They Eked the design and 
even asked fora visit to the fac- 
tory we use in China. But last 
August they contacted us and 
said they had given the design 
to somebody else." 

The company's solicitor, Va- 
lerie Toon, yesterday said no 
amount of compensation had 
been mentioned in the writ She 
declined to comment further. 

Comic Relief's Red Nose 
Day is to be held on 12 March 
and organisers hope that in the 
coming five weeks they will 
raise more than £30m. 
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PLUS FREE FULLY 
INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 

worth £619 

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £3.SD0 

OR FREE AMERICAN 
FRIDGE FREEZER’ 4 

worth £899 

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £6.500 


1 0 % OFF CO ?, I A N A N D 
G R A N i ( 5 YV O R. X T O P$ 


□ Fantastic savings on the entire Magnet 
range of kitchen and bedroom cabinets 

□ Service that’s second to none 

□ Optional stainless steel dynamic drawer 
system on most kitchens 

□ Wide range of worktops including solid 
granite and coran 

□ Great deals on and "Whirlpool 

appliances 

No one else offers as much. But then noone 
else offers kitchens that ore designed for living, 
bulk for life. Your life. 


CALL 0800 192 I 92 
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7p loaf marks greatest price war since sliced bread 


THE 7P loaf was on offer yes- 
terday as a bread price war 


slashed the cost of a 
white sliced kof to 9p, followed 
by Tesco before Kwflc Save 
pipped them at the post with its 
No Frills bread 2p cheaper - 


All claimed to be offering the 
customer the best value in die 
latest round of promotions 
since the Office rfRdrltacfing 
iaiiwnh«»a an investigation into 
alleged supermarket profit- 
eering last yean 
The offers follow a warning 
before Christmas from Colin 
Smith, the chief executive of 
Safeway, that Alining con- 


BY LOUISE JUKF 

and LINUS GREGOBIADIS 

to mafa4i rivals, “Wfe 

think this is the cheapest price 

Sl'pw! ri ffiimalimti on " 

JlQ Rawlins, of Kwik Save, 
said their 17p to 7p cut was to 
show that they were not only 
competitive but cheaper “than 
those with bigger [promotion] 
budgets. “There's more than 
the money angle,” die said, 
adding that research after the 
last babed-beans war showed 
that customers were now more 
aware of the company’s com- 
mitmuait to being fee cheapest 

David Smith, chie f executive 
of the National Association of 


permarkets were trying to pro- 
tect themselves against 
discounting stores. “There is 
absolutely ixj way at that price 
you are even covering the in- 


The supermarkets are using 
large industrial bakers to pro- 
duce this flour and water rubbish 
at a low price.” 

Marcus Greenwood, who 
runs afompy chain of seven bak- 
eries in Greater Manchester 
has felt the effect on his trade in 
bread since the arrival of Asda, 
Sainsbury and Tesco near his 


only make things worse. “When 
a supermarket sells really cheap 


price wan 

Local price cuts in some 


the headquarters of Asda, trig- 
gered the round of reductions. 
An Asda spokesman said they 
had decided to respond, bid 
their policy was to have the 
same prices in all stares. “This 
is not a kneejerk decision, it’s a 
strategic decision," he said. 

A Tesco spokesman said 
they had followed suit because 
their customers expected them 


High street battle 

Baked beans: Ac the height of the “bean war” three 
years ago, sparked by Tesco reducing the price oF a tin 
to 3p, a small supermarket in Somerset paid customers 
2p for each tin they took away. 

Bananas: Bananas became the focus of Intense cost- 
cutting of fruit and vegetables ’m late 1 995. The price of 
a pound plummeted to 1 5p in some stores. 

Designer efoches: When Tesco offered Levi Strauss jeans 
for £30, It was threatened with a writ from the clothes 
company. It issued a retaliatory writ In October. 


loaves, customers wffl go there 
to buy them. They would be stu- 
pid not to," he said. 

He said his bakeries had 
bad to adapt “While bread was 
once 60 per cent of the business, 
it now accounts for about a 
quarter. We have had to diver- 
sify into sandwiches and other 
kinds of fast food. Ldont think 
any normal craft baker would 
have survived unless they gone 
into other markets.** 

Richard Hyman, chairman of 
the retail research company 
Verdict, said bread was a KVI 
- a known-value item - which 
regular shoppers know the 
price of. This made it difficult 
for other supermarkets not to 
follow suit if one significantly 
cot the price of such a staple, 
although Sainsbury and Safe- 
way have not 

Bread at this price could 
not be profitable but the extra 
pubiirity generated made up for 
it, he sakL The effect was quite 
subtle: customers did not nec- 
essarily change allegiance be- 
cause of the price of bread. But 

if they realised a rival was sell- 
ing it more cheaply they might 
question the prices of other 
goods in their favoured store. 



minim* Southwood serving in Greenwood’s Craftsman Bakers in Oldham, Greater Manchester Martin Hickctt 
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The Peugeot M6 range now starteltom just £7,120* on the road. What's more, for only £149 a montht- (plus deposit and final payment 13.9% APR) 
you can get a 106 Zest with 2 yeors Free insurance”. Call our Openline on 0345 106 106 or visit our website, www43eugeotco.uk for more information. 
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Access to 
secrets 
will be 
diluted 


THE GOVERNMENT has wa- 
tered down Us long-awaited 
plans for a Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act. which will be pub- 
lished next month. 

Although ministers will hail 
their proposals as an historic 
and radical change, they arc 
facing a backlash from Labour 
MPs furious that the legislation 
will be weaker than outlined in 
a 1997 White Paper. 

Yesterday the Cabinet 
agreed to pencil in the Act as 
a top priority for indusion in the 
Queen's Speech in November, 
which means the measure 
will take effect next year. Min- 
isters hope that bringing in 
swift legislation will placate 
Labour MPs but are bracing 
themselves fora rebellion dur- 
ing the' bill's passage through 
Parliament. 

Under the White Paper pro- 
posals, the Government and 
other public bodies would be al- 
lowed to refuse to reveal in- 
formation if disclosure would 
cause “substantial harm 1 '. 

Critics of the move, in next 
month’s draft bill say this will 
allow Whitehall to block the dis- 
closure of many documents 
that would be been made pub- 
lic under the original plans. 

Labour MPs who want “an 
act with teeth” believe It has 
been watered down by Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, 
who took aver responsibility for 
freedom of information after 
David Clark, the Cabinet Office 
minister; was sacked by Tony 
Blair last July. Mr Clark drew 
up the White Paper and wa nt- 


By andhew fliticr: 

Political Editor 

ed a radical bill. Andrew 
Macfeinlay the Labour MP for 
Thurrock, said yesterday: "The 
White Paper was a ground- 
breaking document and should 
be enacted in foil.' It would 
give us one of the most radical 
Freedom of Information Acts in 
the world." 

He said the onus should be 
on the Government and other 
bodies to prove that there 
would be substantial harm to 
the public good before infor- 
mation were withheld. It should 
not be restricted merely to 
spare their embarrassment . 

As a Cabinet committee 
chaired by Lord Irvine of Lairg, 
the Lord Chancellor, puts the 
final touches to next month's 
draft bill. Labour MPs fear 
ministers may also dilute Mr 
Clark's plans for an indepen- 
dent Information Commis- 
sioner with wide-ranging 
powers. He would Investigate 
complaints that public bodies 
were not complying with the 
act 

The MPs are also pressing 
for the police to be covered by 
the act, although they accept 
that material which might affect 
a criminal case should not be 
published. 

The security services will be 
exempt from the legislation 
and policy advice to ministers 
by their officials and commu- 
nications between Whitehall 
departments will remain con- 
fidential. 


DNA tests reveal 
some ‘organic’ 
foods modified 


DNA TESTING has revealed 
that some “organic” foods, in- 
cluding tortiUa chips and soya 
flour sold in British health food 
shops, contained genetically 
modified components. 

More than 87,000 packets of 
tortilla chips have been de- 
stroyed after being recalled 
from British and Continental 
distributors. Tests using ge- 
netic markers showed that the 
maize used to make the chips 
contained the genes from a 
virus which is used for genet- 
ic engineering in maize plants. 
The American manufacturer. 
Terra Prima, said it had traced 
the source bade to maize grown 
on a 7,000-acre farm in Texas, 
where many other formers 
grow genetically modified 
forms of the crop. 

Separately, the Laboratory of 

the Government Chemist, 
which runs one of the three food 
DNA testing centres in the UK. 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

discovered more tluin a year 
ago that some soya flour con- 
tained genes which indicated 
some of the beans used lu»d 
been genetically modified 
Tn qualify for the “organic" 
label, crops have to haw bum 
grown without the use i»f man- 
ufactured pesticides or herbi- 
cides. International organic 
growing associations have 
agreed GM crops do not qunl 
uy as “organic" because itf the 
bio-technnloKy they etnluxly 
The discovery of “DNA con- 
tamination" in organic {wvduets 
has caused consternation 
among organic food distribu- 
tors. “We consider tlfis to be un- 
wanted. unacceptable and 
potentially dangerous ennta 
mmntiwC saida spokesman for 
me UK Wholefoods Trad*?. rep- 
resenting organic retailers. 
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Welsh 

attacks 

‘elitist’ 

theatres 


Gnwwr 



ill be 


ffiWNE welsh, the author of 
jrat nspotting and a cult novel- 
jst and playwright, has 
munched a stinging attach on 
British theatre. 

He says It is dlitist and mori- 
bund; its audiences are patron- 
ising and do not like young 
people volubly enjoying them- 
selves; the critics are out of 
touch. Real kudos and glamour 
only impinge when a star “get- 
ting bored with fUnT decides to 
tread the boards - Ewan Mc- 
Gregor; Nicole Kidman, Juliette 
Binoche. But, warns Welsh, 
“do not hold your breath wait- 
ing for their next play”. 

An adaptation oi Trainspot- 
ting was a success an the stage; 
and Welsh's latest play. You’ll 
Have Had Your Hole, pre- 
miered in Leeds and had its 
London West End opening to a 
young and starry audience on , 
Wednesday night 

But writing in The Stage 
newspaper today Welsh pours 
scorn on theatre and its audi- 
ences. He says “theatre is seen 
as baring pompous and second- 
rate” by most practitioners and 


By David lister 

Arts News Editor 

appredators of other art forms 
such as cinema and music. 
Tnanspottirig brought new peo- 
ple into the theatre, he says, but 


“The patronising attitude 
displayed towards members of 
the audience for having the 
audacity to enjoy the play was 
turned into outright hostility 
when my play YotfU Have Had 
Your Hole premiered in Leeds. 

“Sadly this was not surpris- 
ing. Theatre is posher and older 
than most mediums - t his vibe 
generally hits you as soon as 
you walk into one. The soporif- 
fo content of the m^orityofWest 
End plays and the cricket Test 
ambience of the theatre seems 
essentially designed to keep a 
youngeq hipper crew away. This 
seems to hold for performers as 
well as audiences. 0 

YouH Have Had Your Hole 
- a story of a kidnap of a gang- 
ster that includes anal rape, tor- 
ture and drug-taking - was 
described by one critic as “the 



Pupils prefer 
electrical to 
the classical 


A scene from Irvine Welsh's controversial play ‘You’ll Have Had Your Hole' 


most obnoxious and con- 
temptible” play he had seen. 

However; Welsh discloses 
that he was happy to use neg- 
ative reviews by theatre critics 
to publicise the play as he was 
“working on the premise that 
condemnation from the out-of- 
toueh is as valid an endorse- 
ment as praise from the hip”. 

One promoter (fid back off; he 
reveals, because of the reviews. 


That was not the fault of the crit- 
ics, ^ “but of the spineless, tunnel- 
visioned promoters and 
administrators who want to ser- 

vipp an pypandrngmnrtoat rather 

than expand it”. The play’s Lon- 
don premiere was at a rock 
concert venue, the Astoria. 

Welsh goes on to say that 
theatre and its audiences today 
would not be endorsed by Shake- 
speare. He declares; “Shake- 


speare would have empathised 
with the lager brigade, stagger 
ing in to see Tramspottnig. His 
audiences were not just bid and 
bourgeois, they ware critical, 
dued-up punters who would 
stand around drinking, and give 
the actors a bit of verbal if they 
were bored... They were part of 
a much more vibrant theatre 
scene than the moribund non- 
sense that passes for one now." 


Accusing theatre of “cosy 
elitism". Welsh concludes: “It 
might be cool if theatre could 
appeal to some in their teens, 
twenties and thirties who (fid not 
go to Cambridge Tb do this, how- 
ever; we are going to have to en- 
courage stage plays that deal 
with troubling, contemporary 
material, and then allow them to 
be appreciated, hated and en- 
joyed by the people who get it." 


Catherine Cookson the bestseller of the decade 
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Cookson: Her romantic 
fiction sells -and sells 


DAME CATHERINE Cookson, 
who died last yean was con- 
firmed as Britain's best-selling 
author of the decade in a list 
published yesterday. 

It was no surprise when the 
perennial ferourite led the top 
10 with 145 milli on sales in the 
past 10 years. Dame Cather- 
ine's novels have sold more 
than 100 million copies world- 
wide. Her first novel, Kate Han- 
ntgon, was published in 1950. 

At number two was the less 
well-known name of Dr David 
Hessayon, whose gardening 


BY JACKIE BURDON 

guides, such as The House 
Plant Expert, have sold 10.5 mil- 
lion copies in the past decade 
alone. Hr Hessayon was chief 
scientist at a gard ening firm 
when be started writing. 

In the 40 years since his 
first book. Be Your Own Gar- 
dening Expert appeared, Dr 
Hessayon has sold 40 milli on 
books but -shuns publicity. 

The list was compiled to 
mark the 10 th anniversary of 
the British Book Awards. 
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Pratchett: Ten million 
science fiction books sold 


Author 

1 Catherine Cookson 

2 David Hessayon 

3 ■ferry Pratchett 

4 Danielle Steel 

5 Delia Smith 

6 Stephen King 

7 John Grisham 

8 Dick Francis 

9 Maeve Binchy 

10 Wilbur Smith 


Genre 

romantic fiction 
gardening 
science fiction 
romantic fiction 
cookery 
modem horror 
legal thrillers 
thrillers 
fiction 

adventure fiction 
Source: 


Sales 

1 4.5m 
10.5m 
10m 
8m+ 
8m 
7.5m 
7m+ 
7m 
5.5m 
5m 

Bookwatch 


ELECTRONIC KEYBOARDS 
and electric guitars are taking 
over from classical instru- 
ments in the classroom, ac- 
cording to a national survey of 
music in schools. The stud},’, by 
the opinion pollster Mori, found 
that the number of schools 
teaching “hi-tech" instruments 
had doubled in the past six 
years. More secondary schools 
were offering electric guitar 
lessons than teaching piano. 

The survey of nearly 1,000 
primary and secondary schools 
found that traditional instru- 
ments like the trumpet and vi- 
olin were, however, still 
dominant in schools. At primary 
level, the humble recorder was 
the most common instrument 
to be taught, while secondary 
schools were most likely to 
teach woodwind instruments 
like the clarinet and oboe. 

Less than a third of schools 
said that they were meeting 
the demand for music teach- 
ing, in spite of the figures 
showing that a slightly larger 
proportion of pupils was learn- 
ing an instrument. Hie number 
of orchestras, bands and music 
groups wasdown. Only 55 per 
cent of schools said they had an 
orchestra, down from 66 per 
cent six years ago. The number 
of wind bands and recorder 
groups has also slumped. 

The survey comes a week 
after David Blunkett, the Sec- 
retary of State for Education, 
doubled to £i 80 m the funds for 
school music. Bob Kelley, sec- 
retary general of the Music In- 
dustries Association, said: “We 
should have been doing this a 
long time ago. I bet there are a 
lot of kids playing the drums or 
guitar in their bedrooms or in 
the garage, rather than being in 
an orchestra or a wind band at 
weekends." 

John Dunford, general sec- 
retary of the Secondary Heads' 
Association, said: “There has 
been a revolution in school 
music. It is now a much more 
exciting subject and has much 
more variety. Electronic in- 
struments have realty con- 
tributed to music in schools, 
because they are veiy good 
for brin ging in children who are 
not brilliantly musical. “But it 


BY BEN Rl’SSELL 
Education Correspondent 

is still an area of huge concern. 
There is not enough money for 
music and it has been one of the 
big casualties of the past to 
years. Good music is absolute- 
ly vital to a schooL All the best 
schools have very active music 
departments." 

‘Die survey, commissioned 
by the Performing Rights So- 


Top 13 

n 

Instruments taught in 
classrooms 

Primary schools % 

Recorder 6-3 

Strings 67 

Woodwind 6 h 

Acoustic juitor 

. «. 

37 

Piano 

37 

Voice 

35 

Electronic bevtioarcls 

31 

Percussion 

30 

Saxophone 

27 

Electric guitar 

10 

Ethnic instruments 

U 

Harp 

3 

Secondary schools 

% 

Woodwind 

91 

Brjss 

S7 

Strings 

35 

Acoustic guitar 

76 

Percussion 

76 

Saxophone 

7 k 

Electric guitar 

61 

Piano 

53 

Electronic keyboards 

52 

Voice 

48 

Recorder 

32 

Ethnic instruments 

9 

Harp 

7 


ciety and the accountants. 
Price Waterhouse Coopers, 
found that more parents were 
being asked to pay for music 
lessons - at 80 per cent of 
schools, compared with 33 per 
cent six years ago. 

On average, parents were 
paying £61 a term, and nearly 
a third of schools felt parents 
were having difficulty finding 
the fees. The report said: “The 
evidence suggests a substantial 
reduction in the level of over- 
all public funding of instru- 
mental/vocal tuition and 
ancillary services... Parents 
are now bearing a much 
greater proportion of total tu- 
ition foes." 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
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Yorkshire Bank 
Base Rate 

Yorkshire Bank announces 
that with effect 
from start of business on 
5th February 1999 
its Base Rate is decreasing 
from 

6.00% to 5.50%. 

Yorkshire Bank 

Tailored financial solutions 

2D MmtSmi Way. 1 m* IS* WZ- H»L OS*5 034547. 

Barclays Base 
Rate Change 

Barclays Bank PLC 
announces that with effect from 
4th February 1999, 


% > its Base Rate has reduced 


fflnr 

Mi' 


from 6.00% to 5.50% 


BARCLAYS 


BARCLAYS BANK PLC 

raumSED OFFICE: * LOMBARD STREET. EOF SAIL 
^^EGBTERED NUMBER 1026167. 


Nat West 
Base Bate 


NatWest announces that 
with effect from 
4 February 1999 
its Base Rate 
is decreased from 
6.00% to 5.50% per annum. 

All facilities (including regulated consumer credit 
agreements) with a rate of interest finked to 
NatWest Base Rate will be varied accordingly. 


NatWest 


National Wartmvnsler Bank Pic; 41 IsOibunj, London K2P 2BP 


■■■ Girobank 


Girobank announces that 
with effect from 
the close of business 
on 4 February 1999 
its Base Rate was 
reduced from 6.00% to 
5.50% per annum. 


Girobank pic. Registered in England No. 1950000. 
Registered Office: 49 Park Lane, London W1Y 4EQ. 
A subsidiary of Alliance & Leicester pte- 
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Every PC we.seli we make oursdves with the latest technology. 

mm. 1 And the best components. So you get a better computer tor your 

|»V | money. And you pay nothing till the year 2000. There's even a 

|Hj; | free scanner on this system. Plus expert advice 
Hll j pc >98 

J from showroom staff who know what they arc Certified 

talking about. Fed free to talk to us now. 


Power DVD Plus System 350 system includes 


NOTHING TO PAY. NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT. UNTIL THE YEAR 2000 I 


WMib- 1 f fill * Jpl 

r • | I * 

; •] ppntium'fl 


vijil 


Intel* Pentium* 11 Processor 350MHz 

64MB Fast SD RAM lOOMHz 

6.4GB Hard Disk Drive 

15" SVGA .28 Colour Monitor 

8MB Graphics Card 

5 Speed OVD ROM Drive compatible with CD 

Voice Fax/Modem 

FREE Trial Internet Access 

Windows* 98 

Epson Stylus 300 Cotour Printer 

FREE Flatted Colour Scanner 

Owr £770 of Microsoft* and Other Software, 
including DVD Compton’s Encyclopedia. 


Latest Tiny Price 


rii;" ja? 

races exoude dojvery 


87 SHOWROOMS 
NATIONWIDE 

OPEN 7 D0W5 A WEEK*. 



MOST OPEN 9mm TO Spn MON-SAT 


783 4576 

think big about your PC — think TINY 


UEKBEEH GA6MLCV 

unmcsuM b« m qwix ^ 

BeirASJ eumsaunr 

BHMENHCAO CARDW 


MXRM 

BMap#w» 

BflKHKBI 

BHSIOL 


oouMtem 

COVENTRY 


DONCASTER 

DUDIEY 

ENJNO 

EASTtWBWfC 

EDINBURGH 

OTTER 


GLASGOW 

GLOUCESTER 


MFB8D H 

K»iN$aOw 


EfORD UMDONWl* MtllON NEVNCS PLYMOUTH 

IPSWnCH LOMOOUCCr NEWCASTLE POmSMOUTH 

KINGSTON LUTON NEWPORT PRESTON 

UUU5DC LQUOONOCHHY NORTHAMPTON REALMS 

lANGHSICn MNEBTBM! NORWICH ROMFORD 

IXEH MANDHLSTW NOTTINGHAM GKREWRjBURT 

LdCESTCB MCADOWHAU OXFORD SLOUGH 

INERPOOL - SHEmtLD PERTH GOUHUU. 

UNCOLN MTOOULSSROUCH PETERBOROUGH SOUTHAMPTON 


STOKE -ON TRENT 
8UNKALAND 
BUTTON 
STWIbU 
SKINOON 
worn on 
TRURO 
IUNBROGC 

METIS 


WAHRITUTON 

WATFORD 

(MOAN 

WOUCSHAMPTON 

WOOOOTEEN 

WORCESTER 

- Show WMB not 

OPCISIUAF 


TINY COM’UTERS LHlflTED, REDHILL BUSINESS PARK. BOfCHURST RCWJX SAlFORDS. REDHJU. SURREY RH1 5YEL PAX 01293 822 514. WWW.tiny.GOm 


i% NOTHING TO PAY UNTIL THE YEAR 2000 - NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT 

f KWV. rT.T) JiyTEV - pc Cii ibt Crtirrj ''3A.OO - VLT ^ IT S'. LieM S P/- lniim: oikMh*): poYiwr' rti!» ifimt TiW. M— \. M A?? 

T.'.tTj-jir'. ^ 3i rrpshs wiroi c! Cf 35L TotiJ mar 1 , pribk S9Z7.W. Arf S.S 1 . l^rea otxir.tf. ho ar< ci. J Cr Ajiroert. i'rttsi ouSTjcix urifl nr«iL Trmt u*pcT t» fit*. 


K> -iiiSJRT ntrtaar, •,* ix:pu» a. nvs. V! 

E*OE tKl tan L c^ji jn ftram |rn>?iiak. a! Ox- MU Cupumm In Cannon UnM E> Ear tf TUT Ol Cxp. CTiAuNc u. laUu'i 


put -*t .Is* 








8/PARLIAMENT 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Friday 5 February 1999 


Tory swine uncover the great porkballs carve-up scandal 


WE’VE HAD a Cod War and a Beef 
War and now, it seems, Tbiy back- 
benchers are determined to try a 
new recipe for Eurosceptic bel- 
iigenmes. They wanta Fork TOr and 
yesterday, during agriculture ques- 
tions, they indignantly pestered the 
Agriculture Minister; Nick Brown, to 
start one at the earliest opportunity. 

Why did he not ban the imports 
of pigmeat Qt sounds so much less 
appetising put like that, doesn't it?) 
on the grounds that the animals had 
been raised in inhumane condi- 
tions? Topical of the pork hawks was 
the Tory MP Desmond S wayne, 
reminding Mr Brown that he ex- 

isting powers to repel Italian sala- 
mi and German speck from our 


borders and urging him to do so at 
once. Did he not know that pro- 
ducers in this countiy“are being un- 
dercut” because foreign producers 
are less tender and solicitous of 
their swine? 

In truth one of the reasons 
they’re being undercut is because 
their pigs are not- a detail conveyed 
in the Agriculture Committee’s re- 
cent report on the UK Pig Industry. 

a I fan 

recommend to readers as perfect 
beach reading if they happen to be 
takipg a s unshine break in die near 
fixture. The report points out that 
castration is for more widely em- 
ployed on the Continent, which al- 
lows pigs to reach a much heavier 


weight without developing what is 
known as “boar taint”. As a result 
the “finished” pig (meat production 
generates almost as many coy 
euphemisms as war) is cheapen 
kilogram for kilogram, than the 
British product 

If you were a pig, then, the issue 
would be dear: impose a ban now. 
I can almost hear the songs already: 
“There’ll be big boars over the 
white cliffs of Dover", “WeTl meat 
again”, “It’s a loin way to Piccalilli". 

Tory members, of course, woe 
less concerned for the welfare of 
Euro-pigs th»n the health of 
their pig-farming constituents, not 
to mention their own standing as a 
plausible opposition. They were 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


rooting in the churned -op field of 
food production for some juicy 
morsels ofrigfa te oig iDdiga Bfi nD a nd 
this certainly seemed promising. 


Even Dale CampbeH-Savours stood 
up on the Labour benches to clarify 
the matter. “Why shouldn’t we on 
principle block the importing of pig 
meat if it is inhumanefy raised?” he 
asked, withabrevily that is nonnalfy 
Synonymous with hostile intent 

FWJowing the Tbry leader WDliam 

Hague’s lead yesterday there was 
aim a fair amount of poking and 
srmfflhig around the issue of ge- 
netically modified food and the pro- 
posed levy on food shops to flmd the 

new Food Standards Agency. 

But the big issue erf the day was 
the continuing ban on beef on-the- 
bone. This has not been handled ter- 
ribly weD fay Mr Brown's office, 
from which tantalising smells of 


roast sirioin have been wafting in 
recent weeks, fanned to eager nos- 
trils by unseen hands. Then, once 
farmers and restaurateurs were 
salivating at the prospect, Mr Brown 
threw opei the door and announced 
that the beef was off, and that the 
Chief Medical Officer baddedined 
to give it a clean bill of health. 

Mr Brown defended his deci- 
sion perfectly well yesterday side- 
stepping the Tories’ advocacy of 
individual choice (you don’t get to 
choose what goes into restaurant 
gravy, parti cularfy if you're rude to 
tile waiters) as well as emphasising 
the clarity of his scientific advice. 
But he ignored the question-mark 
over the clumsy spinning of this 


move, like a man who had acci- 
dentally trodden in a cowpat and 
was trying to pretend that the smell 
had not hi n g to do with him. 

Voters who are left feeling 
dietetically nervous by this curious 
vacillation were offered some free 
advice fay the Labour MP David Win- 
nick, who, with a bean-fed piety, 
asked the Minister to tell him 
whether there were any vegetarian 
foods that caused the same diffi- 
culties as the House had just been 
discussing (“Peanuts!” shouted 
some of his colleagues helpfully). 

Mr Winnick should simply have 
stood up and said “Meat is murder" 
- Mr Brown is a carnivore but yes- 
terday he might well have agreed. 


BSE hazard 
‘still largely 
unknown’ 


FEARS OVER the extent of the 
bovine spongiform encephalitis 
(BSE) crisis escalated yester- 
day when MPs were told that 
there w e re still np ripa r findings 
about the eventual extent of the 
disease. 

A hardhitting report by the 
Chief Medical Officer (CMO) is 
unable to provide any firm con- 
clusions from the present cases 
of new-variant Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob disease (nv-CJD), the 
huzokn farm of BSE, because the 
disease has an incubation peri- 
od of years, not months. 

The warning from the CMO, 
Professor Liam Donaldson, 
came as Nick Brown, the Min- 
ister of Agriculture, announced 
that the beef-on-the-bone ban 
would remain for at least an- 
other ax months because there 
was still “a small risk” for pub- 
lic health. 

Dismissing Tory attacks on 
his decision, Mr Brown said 35 
people so far had died of nv-CJD 
and it was a “statistical certain- 
ty" that more would follow. “It is 
absolutely right to erg if err we 
do, on the precautionary side. 


By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 

Should the incidence of con- 
firmed cases of nv-CJD in peo- 
ple begin to increase 
substantially this would be a 
source of grave concern and 
would signal, in part, a higher de- 
gree of sensitivity in the human 
population to BSE infected cat- 
tle tissue than has been appar- 
ent hitherto," he said. 

In a statement to MPs - 
confirming a report in The In- 
dependent last week - Mr 
Brown said the CMO’s report 
warned there was a possibility 
of maternal transmission, 
where BSE could be passed 
from cow to calf, and the “very 
small but still present risk that 
could cause infectivity in the 
bone element and the materi- 
al clinging to the bone”. 

But Tim yfeo, the Tory 
spokesman on agriculture, ac- 
cused Mr Brown of “failing” his 
“first real test” of leadership 
after “all the hints he had been 
dropping in the last few weeks 


about the ban". “There win be 

foi fflrfi«»ppnantrri^. forfarmprs 

anti consumers who are being 
denied the chance to choose 
tbear own menus,” he said. 

Mr Brown insisted it would 
be “absolutely wrong" to set 
the scientific and med i ca l 
advice given by the CMO to 
mftfop a “political decision" on 
such a serious issue. “By far 
and away the worst thing 1 
could do for the beef market is 
to create some new uncertain- 
ty as to whether the product is 
safe. The need to protect pub- 
lic health and r etain confidence 
in beef and beef products re- 
mains the Government’s para- 
mount concern," he said. 

ftfr Br u w n promised to review 
the ban in August ' 

Ben Gill, president of the Na- 
tional Farmers' Union, said Mr 
Brown had defied common 
sense. “The Government ap- 
pears to have taken an ultra, 
ultra-precautionary approach, 
but to Ihe ordinary person in the 
street it must seem nonsensi- 
cal that the beef-on-the-bone 
ban should remain in place.” 




William and Ffion Hague launched National Marriage Week, with John and Heather Hookway (married last July), on the steps of 
Westminster Registry Office yesterday Peter Ma ediormid 

MPs defy Darling over benefit fraud 


THE GOVERNMENT was acc- 
used of complacency over ben- 
efit fraud yesterday after a 
Commons committee pub- 
lished figures claiming that 
more than one in three claims 
was potentially inaccurate. 

The Soda! Security Select 
Committee defied ministers by 
issuing the results of an official 
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by Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

pilot sta(fy into the £L5hn fam- 
ify credit system. 

Alistair Darlmg, the Secre- 
tary of State for Social Security 
had warned fee committee not 
to publish the results as they 
were not statistically valid and 
were never intended to be 
made public. 

However; the committee 
said it was acting to promote 
greater government openness 
and better-informed debate and 
attacked the Benefits Agency 


QUESTIONS 

AND 

ANSWERS 

import figures 

RESEARCH SCIENTISTS 
imported 2^62 primates 
from around the world 
into Britain last year; Alan 
Meale, the Environment 
minister said. He told 
MPs that 2496 were crab- 
eating macaques from 
Mauritius, Philippines and 
Israel, some 160 rhesus 
macaques were imported 
from China, while six 
squirrel monkeys were 
imported from the US. 

Wrong testing 

TWO TEST companies 
growing geneticafly- 
modified crops have 
broken regulations 
governing their 
development, Michael 
Meacher, the 
Environment minis ter 
disclosed He said the 
breaches were by 
Nickersons Biochem at 
Holton-1 e-Moor in 
Linco lnshire and the 
Scottish Crop Research 
Institute at two sites in 
Invergowrie, Dundee. 

Surplus places 

SCHOOLS IN England had 
more than 761,000 surplus 
places in January last 
year, representing 10 per 
cent of the total capacity 
of 7.6 million places, 
Charles Clarke, the 
Education minister said 

Tobacco cash 

ARTS GROUPS receive 
more than QUn a year in 
sponsorship from tobacco 
companies, Chris Smith, 
the Culture Secretary 
said 

Today’s agenda 

Neither House is sitting 


for failing to use tbe stuffy to 
carry out a wider inquiry. 

Ihe nationwide study found 
that 123 out of 326 “outcomes” 
of case reviews involved 
possible or actual fraud. 

“Wie remain concerned that 
these indicative findings did 
not lead on to a-fafl review, 
which could have anafysed the 
probable extend of each type of 
fraud,” the committee’s report 
into the affair said “It is a 
matter for regret that fee Ben- 
efits Ageoqy did not proceed to 
a full review of family credit 
based on a sample large 
enough to give robust results.” 


The MPS said that fee fig- 
ures were important to estab- 
lishabasehneoffraudlevelsfbr 
Parliament to judge the Gov- 
ernment’s plans to introduce, 
working families tax credit 
Iain Duncan Smith, the Con- 
servative's social security 


Auction of the working families' 
tax credits, which will 
encourage greater fraud as it 
places more emphasis on 
speed of payment at the 
expense of careful checking." 

The Liberal Democrat’s 
spokesman on tax credits. 


spokesman, said: “Labour Steven Webb, said the report 
promised to be tough on bene- showed the Government was 


fit fraud, but this report shows 
their utter complacency: 

“The fact that the Govern- 
ment delayed publication of 
this report proves their failure 
to deal with fraud The situation 
is bad enough, but things will 
get even worse with the intro- 


Brown’s £20,000 
bill for private 
flights under fire 


“ducking the issue on fraud". 

“If fee Government reaBy did 
want to stop fraud it would con • 
tinue this review and use the 
results to ensure that fee tax 
credit was watertight and built 
to prevent rather than encour- 
age fraud” he said 


THE HOUSE 




THE ROW over ministerial trav- 
el deepened yesterday when 
the Tbries stepped up pres- 
sure on Gordon Brown to an- 
swer questions about Ms own 
arrangements. 

John Maples, shadow de- 
fence secretary said he had re- 
fused to explain why he used 
helicopters and private jets on 
hfa September 1997 trip to Mau- 
ritius and Bangkok at a cost of 
£20,000. “How much more is 
there that we do not know? Tax- 
payers have a right to be told 
what fee Chancellor is spend- 
ing their money on." 

Margaret Beckett the Com- 
mons Leader, accused Tbry 
MPs of waging a “phoney cam- 
paign" and Asking “nit-picking, 
mischief-making and costly 
questions”. 

The Prime Minister's official 
spokesman has previously in- 
dicated fee Government would 
refuse to answer questions on 
travel arrangements. 


By Sarah Schaefer 

Other allegations of minis- 
ter's “high life" havefocused on 
Jack Cunningham, the Cabinet 
“enforcer", who allegedly took 
Concorde, although cheaper 
flights would have been avail- 
able. There have also been al- 


Juxury hotels and dining out. 

During question time Sir 
George Young, shadow Com- 
mons leaden said Mr Brown’s 
“continued refusal" to answer 
parliamentary questions on the 
matter were, far from “dimin- 
ishing fee embarrassment to 
fee Government, actually in- 
creasing it". Replying, Mrs 
Beckett listed answers the 
Chancellor and other Treasury 
ministers bad given to ques- 
tions on ministerial travel “The 
suggestion that the Chancellor 
has been reluctant to give an- 
swers does not stand." 


‘More police does not 
equal less crime’ 


PAUL BQATENG, the Home Of- 
fice Minister; accused the Op- 
position of playing “party 
political games” after Tories 
and Liberal Democrats said 
the Government was funding 
down tbe police service. 

He said increasing police 
numbers did not automatical- 
fycut fee crime rate and it was 
time the debate moved on from 
“sterile and simplistic" argu- 
ments over the number of offi- 
cers on the beak Opening a 

Commons debate on police 
fendin g, Mr Boateng said an 
Audit Commission report bad 
concluded that success in solv- 
ing crime did not depend sole- 


by Paul Waugh 

ly on tbe number of officers 
available. 

“An even more telling finding 
from fee commission was feat 
some forces with the biggest 
reduction in numbers of police 
officers have also recorded 
some of the largest increases 
in the percentage of crimes de- 
tected.” 

The minister admitted the 
public felt reassured by the 
number of police on the streets, 
but stressed feat new technol- 
ogy meant that there were beT 
ter ways to use public fends. 
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Peer calls for 
mosque inquiry 

THERE SHOULD be an 
investigation into claims ' 
that a “terrorist cell" was 
being run within fee 
Muslim mosque at Fins- 
bury Park, London, said 
Lord Hawaiian, a Tory 
peer He demanded the 
extradition of Abu Hamza, 
leader of the Supporters 
of Shariah group. 

Prescott warns 
councils on tax 

JOHN PRESCOTT, fee 
Deputy Prime Minister; 
warned council leaders 
not to impose massive 
council tax hikes in April, 
insisting the 1999 to 2000 
settlement for English 
local authorities was “the 
most generous for seven 
years". Government grant 
support will rise £2bn to 
£39-5bn, while council 
spending will increase to 
£S0.6bn. An extra £30m 
will ensure that author- 
ities wife responsibilities 
for education get a grant 
rise of at least 1.5 per cent 

Lords ‘should 
list interests’ 

THE REGISTER of Peers' 
Interests should be made 
mandatory after tbe 
failure of Lord Hoffmann, 
a law lord, to disclose his 
links with a charity 
connected with Amnesty 
International in a hearing 
on fee General Pinochet 
extradition case. Lord 
Mariesford. a Tory peer, 
demanded. 




ir%rr 


















10/HOME NEWS 


THE independent 

friJjv 3 l 'chniar) 


Bishop challenges ‘Attila the Nun’ over church bill ' i.,.» 

w ondual- nation nn grounds uf pastil 111 1 1 I * 

By Stephen Goodwin . [ ycrsity breakdo^.ThcvcbimodlhM 

Scotland Correspondent 
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The Very Rev Miriam Byrne, who has been described as 'a woman doing a man’s job’ Dundee Press Agency 


SCOTLAND’S MOST senior 
female cleric will be questioned 
by a bishop today after allega- 
tions of financial mismanage- 
ment of church funds. 

The future of the Very Rev 
Miriam Byrne, who has been 
dubbed “AttDa the Ntm” by 
parishioners for her “Thatcher- 
Kfce ,T approach, isin doubt after 
a troubled start to her tenure 
as provost of St Paul's Cathe- 
dral in Dundee, which started 
only last September 

Ms Byrne, the first woman 
in Britain to take charge of an 
Anglican cathedral, is at the 
centre of complaints about a 
£19,000 overspend on im- 
provements at the rectory, in- 
cluding the unauthorised 
installation of an Aga coo ken 

The twice-married ex-nun 
has been the subject of a slew 
of complaints since she re- 
placed Dr Michaei Bunce, who 
resigned after being convicted 
of embezzling £44,000 from a 
charity for the unemployed. 

The Right Rev Neville 
Chamberlain, the Bishop of 
Brechin, said the affair was 
“undermining Christianity”. 
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St Paul's, Dundee, where 
attendance has fallen 


Ms Byrne, 52, has a colour- 
ful past She spent seven years 
as a nun with the Vbcation Sis- 
ters, though never took her 
final vows and left to marry a 
former monk. Divorced after 18 
years, she next married a uni- 


versity librarian and gradual- 
ly returned to religious life, this 
time not as a Roman Catholic 
but as an Anglican in the Scot- 
tish Episcopal Church. 

As soon as he heard of Ms 
Byrne's appointment, George 
Greig, the cathedral's hon- 
orary chaplain for 13 years, 
resigned anda dozen members 
of the congregation departed. 
Others refused to take com- 
munion if Ms Byrne was 
officiating. 

In the unenviable role of 
arbitrator in the matter is the 
Right Rev Bruce Cameron, 
the Bishop of Aberdeen and 
Orkney who will hear details of 
the wrangle in a private 
session. 

Although details are not 
being released, be wili almost 
certainly be told of Ms Byrne's 
abrasive mann er One parish- 
ioner described her as “a 
woman doing a man’s job" who 

over-compensated by throwing 

her weight around: “She is dic- 
tatorial and does not care what 
people think,” he said, citing 
changes to services. 

Last November, all 12 
members of the vestry com- 
mittee wrote to their bishop 
pleading for Ms Byrne's resig- 


nation nn grounds uf pasting 
breakdown. They claimed that 
congregations at the 'cathe- 
dral have fallen from more 
than lWi to as low as 3U - 
though Ms Byrne's supporters 
and Bishop Chamberlain dis- 
pute this figure. 

At the end of last year it 
emerged that Ms Byrne had 
spent £28.oon doing up the 
Georgian rectory, despite being 

given a budget nf only I'is.nuo 
bv the vestry. Then came an- 
other bill, mere days before 
today's hearing, of ouno far 
“additional renovations’*. 

Richard Southern, a vestry 
committee member, said the 
cathedral was in deep financial 
trouble as a result of Ms 
Byrne's spending. "The cathe- 
dral's deficit was just over 
£9,500 last month." he said. 

“When you have only -to or 
50 people going to church, the 
average Sunday takings are 
only £130. which is less than 
most small parish churches in 
Dundee. The place will go into 
bankruptcy." 

Ms Byrne claims the whole 
affair is sub judice and was not 
replying to telephone calls yes- 
terday. Her supporters were 
also keeping silent. 


‘Useless’ 


medicine 


costs UK 


millions 


THE NATIONAL Health Ser- 
vice is spending hundreds of 
millions on procedures that 
may cause more harm than 
good, while denying treatment 
to cancer patients whose lives 
could be prolonged, according 
to two studies published in the 
British Medical Journal. 

The studies suggest that if 
removing varicose veins and 
screening for cervical cancer in 
older women were withdrawn 
and the money saved spent 
elsewhere more patients would 
benefit 

One option would be to 
increase spending on cancer 
treatment, which is half that in 
Fiance and one-third that in 
Germany. Yesterday, cancer ex- 
perts called for a new “human 
rights” movement to ensure all 
cancer patients get access to the 
treatment they need. 

Death rates from cancer in 
the United Kingdom are higher 
than in many European coun- 
tries and are directly linked to 
spending, acaxrffingtotbe^ Wbrid 
Health Organisation. Five-year 
survival rates for ovarian cancer 
are 25 per cent in the UK and 
40 per cent in France. 

The two HMJ studies demon- 
strate the growing pressure on 
the NHS to ensure the maxi- 
mum value from its £4(axi bud- 
get Although 50,000 people a 
year seek surgery for unsightly 
varicose veins there is no evi- 
dence that it improves symp- 
toms of heavy, swollen or aching 
legs, according to researchers at 
the University at Edinburgh. 

From a study of 1^00 people, 
they found the symptoms wore 
just as likely to occur in those 
who did not have varicose veins, 
and people with varicose veins 
were no more likely to suffer 
from the symptoms than those 
with unaffected veins. Removing 
varicose veins had no effect 

The second study from Uni- 
versity College London, sug- 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
AND LOUISE JURY 


gests that the NHS may also be 
wasting money screening older 
women for cervical cancer in 
whom the disease is rare. They 
say that if regular NHS screen- 
ing were to stop at 50 instead of 
the current 64, there could be an 
extra 600 cases of cancer each 
year but a saving of one-quarter 
of the £l32m annual cost of the 
programme in England. 

However although increasing 
numbers of health authorities 
are rehaiam to pay for varicose- 
vein sw-gery die ethical and po- 
litical consequences of trying to 
restrict cervical screening make 
change there unlikely. A spokes- 
woman for the National Cervi- 
cal Screening Service said 
research was underway to in- 
vestigate the benefits of screen- 
ing for older women. 

Figures cited at the Interna- 
tional Congress on Anti-Cancer 
Treatment in Paris yesterday 
show wide variations in cancer 
survival in different countries. 
Patients diagnosed with colon 
cancer have a 36 per cent chance 
of surviving five years in the UK 
51 per cent in Switzerland and 60 
per cent in the United States. 
Professor Herbert Pineda head 
of medical oncology at Vrge Uni- 
versity in Holland, said: “The 
price of anti-cancer treatments 
is too often a target for cost-sav- 
ing measures." 

■ NHS screening programmes 
for breast and cervical cancer 
and foetal abnormalities should 
be abandoned and patients who 

want regular checks should p^y, 
a consultant obstetrician at 
Leeds General Infirmary sug- 
gested yesterday. Mr Jim Thorn- 
ton said in a report for the 
right-wing Institute of Econom- 
ic Affairs, that the costs of na- 
tionwide programmes were not 
justified by the numbers of 
people saved. 


Legal aid claims 
not being verified 
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A quarter of legal aid appli- 
cations are not hacked up by 
evidence that claimants are 
entitled to the money, the gov- 
ernment’s finance watchdog 
reports today. 

Fbr the eighth year the Lord 
Chancellor’s and Law Officers’ 
departments have foiled their 
annual health check because of 
j discrepancies in the £597m bill 
for criminal legal aid. The 
National Audit Office (NAO) 
said that 26 per cent of appli- 
cants claiming legal support 
foiled to provide the necessary 
i paperwork. In half those cases 

legal aid was granted without 
evidence of entitlement 

NAO staff who visited mag- 


Bv Fran Abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 


lstrates’ courts found more 
errors than revealed by earli- 
er internal checks. Civil ser- 
vants had found that just 8 per 
cent of applicants foiled to pro- 
wde proof that they were enti- 
tled to legal aid. 

The audit office staff found 
errors in calculation of contri- 
butions in four out of 10 cases. 

Magistrates' courts are re* 
sponsible for granting legal 
aid but Uie Lord Chancellor’s 
P e P^riment is monitoring it It 
is also responsible for polity 
and legislation affecting legal 

aid and for fending thm g/i ftfurw* 
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70,000 


children 


V, . * 


■•'■ ; i. t '’■ 


abused 


each year 


MORE THAN 70,000 children a 
year are believed to be the 
victims of sex abuse, the Home 
Office stated yesterday, al- 
though it added that the figure 
could be much higher. 

Paul Boateng, the Home 
Office minister; released the 
findings in a report which called 
for greater efforts to be made 
protect children. 

• The report concludes: "Judg- 

ing by the numbers of cases 
reported to the police, sex 
offending against children may 
be even more prevalent tha n 
population surveys have indi- 
cated previously” 

The findings coincide with 
reports that the convicted 
paedophile Robert Oliver has 
managed to re-establish con- 
tact with a ring of child-sex 
offenders. Although Oliver has 
agreed to remain under volun- 
tary supervirion in a secure 
hospital unit in B ucking - 
hamshire, he cannot be pre- 
vented from co mmunicatin g 
by letter or telephone with con- 
tacts in what is described as “an 
extensive paedophile network”. 

Public concerns over child 
sex abuse have risen in the past 
18 months after the release of 
a succession of paedophiles 
such as Oliver; who was jailed 
in 1985 for his part in the sex- 
ual torture and rilling of 14- 
|^ar-old Jason Swift 
' Yesterday’s report called 
Sex Offending against Child- 
ren: Understanding the Risk, 
makes dear that the vast 
majority of young victims of sex- 
ual abuse are assaulted by 
people they know. Mr Boateng 
said; "Sex abuse by a stranger 
is of great concern to the pub- 
lic, but the report shows that 
abuse within the family or by an 
individual who has A relation- 
ship based on trust with the 
child, is more common.” 

The report finds that the 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Coir^po n dent 


victims of attacks by someone 
from within the home are like- 
ly to suffer worse lasting dam- 
age than those suffering a 
one-off attack by a stranger. 

Nearly 70 per cent of sex 
offenders attack only female 
victims and most act alone. 
About a third of ail sex crime is 
co mm i tt ed by adolescents, and 
up to 5 per cent by women, most 
of whom act in partnership 
with a male offender. Some 
20 per cent of sex abusers go on 
to reoffend, which is a smaller 
recidivist figure than for most 
types of crimes. 

According to police esti- 
mates there are 72,600 cases of 
child sex abuse a year. But 
more detailed research within 
five forces found 4.389 such 
offences in a yean despite there 
being only 3^57 offenders con- 
victed in the entire country in 
the 12-month period. 

The report notes: "Official 
statistics not only under- 
estimate greatly the number of 
sexual offences against child- 
ren, they also have the poten- 
tial to mislead in terms of 
patterns of sexual crime.’* 

Hie number of people being 
cautioned or convicted for sex 
offences declined steadily 
between 1985 and 1995. But 
the report says this "could be 
attributed to the feet that the 
age of child victims is now 
being recorded less often and 
so the true figure is even more 
masted than it was previously”. 

The authors call for greater 
vetting of adults who work with 
young people, and state that 
"children need to be educated 
on how to respond to adults who 
seek to abuse them, and on 
what they should do if Mends 
teli them ‘secrets’ about abuse 
they are experiencing”. 



A slag heap at Hinksey Sidings, near Oxford, where residents say work is causing unacceptable noise, vibrations, dust and fumes 


John Taylor. Xeu's Crjup 


£ 16 bn of rail investment 
at risk in planning row 


RAILTRACK. HAS warned that 
£l6bn of i n vestment needed to 
revitalise the railways wifi be 
jeopardised if it loses a test case 
on whether it needs planning 
permission for major work. 

John Prescott Deputy Prime 
Minister and Transport supre- 
mo, will have to take a decision 
that could put the brakes on a 
range of investment schemes. 
There could be implications for 
other industries such as gas, 
electricity and water; according 
to one legalexpert 
TWo residents have won the 
right to appeal against Raff- 
track's decision to start work on 
the £3bn upgrade of the Lon- 
don-Glasgow West Coast fine 
without going through a long 
pfenning process. 


By Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 


Residents of Primrose Hill, 
in London, are furious that 
Rail track has avoided the need 
to assess the environmental im- 
pact of the work. They say it will 
cause pollution and noise and 
release asbestos and vermin. 

Rail track said that if Mr 
Prescott decided against it the 
West Coast project would be 
delayed, as it would have to 
apply for permission to every 
council along the line. It would 
jeopardise projects such as 
Thameslink 2000, the upgrade 
of th e East Coast line and the 
Great Western electrification. 

A spokeswoman said its 
legal advice showed the work 


did not need permission, as it 
had “permitted development 
rights”. But there would be 
serious implications if it lost 
“Primrose Bill is the test case 
and if that goes against us we 
would consider how to progress 
with work on the railway. It 
would slow up the work, be- 
cause if we had to apply for per- 
mission every time we wanted 
to do maintenance work it 
would slow down investment 
spent on the railway." 

Mr Prescott feces a (Hemma; 
as Transport Secretary he wants 
to revive rail travel, but as En- 
vironment Secretary he has to 
oversee the' fair nmnmg of the 
planning process. Hden Bryan, 
head (rf a residents’ associa- 
tion, said: “We are concerned 


John Prescott will be sitting as 
judge and jury' on a matter in- 
tegral to his transport policy.” 
An expert in p lanning few. 
Michael Purdue, of London’s 
City University, said a rulin g 
against Rail track could have 
implications for other utilities 
and industries, if Rail trade’s 
permitted development rights 
were interpreted narrowly by 
either Mr Prescott or a court 
Rail track feces a separate 
threat over its use of railway 
land on the edge of Oxford as 
a stockpile. Residents, backed 
by MPs, say work at Hinksey 

Siriingg i« raiigng . iinaprp p tah lp 

noise, vibrations, dust and 
fumes. Oxfordshire \Ctounty 
Council has issued a direction 
which, if confirmed by Mr 



Lines near Primrose Hill, where Rail track Is Earing a 
test case over planning permission Brian Harris 


Prescott, would force Rail track 
to apply for planning permis- 
sion. If it was turned down it 
could daim compensation from 
the council. Chris Cousins, 
chief planning officer, said: 
“The issue that several people 


have raised is whether it is right 
that a private company which 
is accountable to its share- 
holders should take advantage 
of rights that were given to na- 
tionalised industries that were 
accountable to Parliament." 


Send a Valentine message to your 
loved one and you could 

WIN a weekend for 
two at Grayshott Hall 



‘In the Spring a young man's ferny lightly turns to thoughts of love', wrote Alfred, 
Lord Tennyson, and once again this year The Independent will be publishing your 
romantic, mysterious, funny and just plain daft messages to your loved one (and of 
course you don't have to be young or a man to indulge). In time for Valentine's Day 
we will send on your behalf an anonymous card telling the recipient to look for 
his/her personal message in The Independent on Sunday. 


The sender of the best and most original message published will 

win a fabulous weekend for two at 

Grayshott Hall Health Fitness Retreat in Surrey - the former 
country home of Tennyson - and the runner-up will Win a 

midweek two-night stay for two. 


So just compose your message, follow the instructions below - and 
then you can start dreaming of two days unwinefing with your loved 
in beautiful, relaxing surroundings, revitalising your bodies with rejuvenating hy- 
drotherapy, swimming together in the heated Indoor pool, getting back into trim in 
the gym, enjoying natural therapies.. .and, of course, delidous and healthy food! 
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Clintons fail to prevent breach of Chelsea’s privacy 


by Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 

WHATEVER BILL and Hillar y 
Clinton’s differences, they have 
been constantly united on one 
priority, the protection of their 
only daughter’s privacy. So 
when they discovered that 
People magazine, one (tf the so* 
called “supermarket tabloids” 
was planning a cover story on 
Chelsea and the mother- 
daughter relationship, they did 
their best to discourage it 

But late on Wednesday they 
had to admit defeat anrt in a 
move without precedent in 
their six years at the White 
House, the First Couple is- 
sued a pained statement of 
protest against a specific pub- 
lication. “Unfortunately, de- 
spite personal appeals with 
respect to her privacy and her 
security from her parents, 
People has chosen to run the 
story” it said. “We deeply re- 
gret and are profoundly sad- 
dened” by the decision. 

People, owned by Time 
Wames; was unapologetic. Its 
managing editor; Carol Wal- 
lace, said; “Over the years 
weVe written about the Clinton 
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Chelsea an d Hillary, the cover story of the latest Teopte’ ma ga^im*; Chelsea is taking an increasingly public role, which editors believe makes her ‘fair game* 


family in good times and bad 
Chelsea is nearly 19 years old 
and a poised young adult We 
fed that because she is an eye- 
witness to the family drama and 
historical events unfolding 
around her; she is a valid jour- 
nalistic subject” 

Ibr BUkary but especially for 
Bill Clinton, the end of the US 


US to be 
sued for 
Sudan 
bombing 


THE UNITED States may be 
forced to acknowledge that it 
mistakenly attacked a factory 
in Sudan with cruise missiles 
lastyeai; after the threat of legal 
proceedings by the plant’s 
Sudanese owner. 

The US struck a pharma- 
ceuticals plant in the Sudanese 
capital, Khartoum, and a camp 

in Afghanis tan last August after 

bombs at its embassies in 
Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania It said that 
both targets had links to the 
man they Warned for bombs. Hie 
renegade Saudi millionaire 
Osama bin Laden, and that 
the plant in Khartoum manu- 
factured chemical weapons. 

The strikes caused enor- 
mous controversy since they 
came on the day that Monica 
Lewinsky gave evidence on 
H her affair with President Bill 
• Clinton, raising accusations 
that the White House was seek- 
ing to distract attention. 

The owner of the plant, 
Saleh Idris, has ashed the US 
to apologise, to unfreeze his 
assets and to compensate him 
for damage to the factory which 
he says was a legitimate 
pharmaceuticals factory 
"We’d like to settle this 
peacefully,” said John Scan- 
lon, who represents Mr Idris in 
New York. But a legal action 
was under preparation, he said. 

Mr Idris has retained the 
Washington law firm of Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer Feld, the 
same firm which employs Ver- 
non Jordan, who gave evidence 
in defence of Mr Clinton in the 
Senate impeachment trial. A 
legal case would be almost un- 
precedented, and could have 
' >iafor implications for Mr elm- 
's ton and for US foreign policy. 
Mr Idris, who is also an ad- 
viser to Saudi Arabia’s largest 
bank, has retained KroQ Asso- 
ciates, the world's leading firm 
of private investigators, to 
examine the evidence. Mr Scan- 
lon said it proves that there was 
no chemical weapons plant in 
the factmy, that it had never be- 
longed to Mr bin Laden and teat 
there were no links between Mr 
Idris and Mr bin Laden or tee 
Iraqi government 

The US said it found traces 
of chemicals that could be used 
to make VX nerve gas at tee 


by Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

site. Sir Idris’s representatives 
also conducted thefr own labo- 
ratory tests, said Mr Scanlon. 

The US has never provided 
evidence of links between Mr 
bin Laden and Mr Idris. 

Mr Idris’s representatives 
presented their case tins week 
to the Permanent Select Com- 
mittee an IntdUgaice<rfthe US 
House of Representatives, said 
a US government source. Mr 
Scanlon said they also asked to 
meet representatives from 
other US government agen- 
cies, but had been rebuffed. 

Mr Idris has millions of dol- 
lars of assets in Bank of Amer- 
ica in London, which have been 
frozen by the US Treasury’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control 
on instructions from the White 
House. Bank of America would 
not comment on Mr Saleh but 
said that their operations in 
London were subject to US 
jurisdiction. The US Treasury 
also refused to comment on Mr 
Idris, but said that some asset 
freezes apply outside America 
to US finan/*fol institutions 

The British government has 
fewer concerns about Mr Idris 
than Washington. He is banned 
from mitering the US, but trav- 
els freely to and from London. 

The British ambassador to 
Sudan had also visited the 
pharmaceuticals plant, and 
British sources have been high- 
ly sceptical of the US attack. 

At the time of last year's 
strike, there was an argument 
within the Administration as to 
whether tee Sudanese plant 
was a legitimate target The US 
said after the strike that tee fa- 
cility was a Sudanese govern- 
ment factory but corrected this 
vrfiec it became dear teat it had 
belonged to Mr Idris since 
ApriL One US government 
source told The Independent 
that it was a case of “right coun- 
try, wrong building". 

The US government was it- 
self divided over the attacks. 
The factory was reportedly 
added to the target list at the 
last moment. America had 
wanted to hit the building for 
some time, and the embassy 
bombings provided a rationale, 
said the government official. 


media’s respect for Chelsea’s 
privacy may be the cruellest 
consequence of the Lewinsky 
affair. Chelsea is a second- 
year medical student at Stan- 
ford University in California 
and her closeness to both par- 
ents has long been evident, as 
has their concern to shield 
her from the limelight During 


the 1996 presidential cam- 
paign, they rejected her pleas 
to join the campaign trail, but 
have gradually loosened the 
leasfo relying on what those fa- 
miliar with the British tabloids 
would find the remarkable re- 
straint of tee US media. 
Parental calls for her to be left 
alone when she went to college 


18 months ago were largely 
heeded, with onjy the odd diary 
note about a boyfriend. 

Chelsea, meanwhile, regu- 
larly accompanied her parents 
cm forei gn trips, most recently 
to China. Last year; she also 
travelled with HSlary on her 
African tour a trip that marked 
a d£but of a kind into public fife. 


Last year; however; with the ru- 
mours, and finally the eonflr- 


lawn to the presidential heH- 


with a woman only five years 
older than his daughter; the 
media’s restraint started to 
breakdown. The poignant pic- 
tares rtf Chelsea, walking hand- 
in-hand between her parents as 
they crossed tee White House 


confesson, were taken as sym- 
bolic- Chelsea was holding the 
family together 
Such public appearances 
and her spontaneous move to 
gladhand the crowd at 
Martha’s Vineyard when the 
unhappy First Couple arrived 


on holiday last August, give the 
tabfaads the opening they want- 
ed. Not only was Chelsea now 
legally an adult, but she was 

taking a political role. She was 

fair game. 

A barrier was broken by the 
tabloid New Ibrk Post, which 
printed a stay in autumn about 
Chelsea breaking up with her 
“first serious boyfriend" and 
seeking counselling as a con- 
sequence of her father's trou- 
bles. The broadsheet papers 
and television continued to 
steer away, and appeared em- 
barrassed rather than liberat- 
ed by People’s decision to 
publish, burying reports of the 
Clintons’ protest downpage. 

The effect of the Lewinsky 
scandal on Chelsea has been 
hinted at by the President's 
half-brother; Roger; who said 
she bad been “deeply shaken” 
by the scandal, “like Hillary". 
■ The Senate reconvened yes- 
terday for what is widely ex- 
pected to be the last stretch of 
im peachmen t trial, with 12 
February set as the provision- 
al date fear the final vote, lead- 
ers on both sides insisted their 
prime objective was to “bring 
this trial to an end”. 
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King Hussein flies home as 


hi 



his health deteriorates fast , 


By Patrick Cockburn 


KING HUSSEIN was returning 
home to Jordan in critical con- 
dition last ni ght after the fail- 
ure of a second bone-marrow 
transplant operation in the 
United States on Tuesday. 

A statement issued by his 
private physician said the 63- 
yearuld monarch’s condition 
“has become critical due to 
the failure of the function of in- 
ternal organs”. The King has 
been receiving treatment at 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester; 
Minnesota, since 25 January Jot 
a recurrence of non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma cancer 

One Jordanian official said 
King Hussein would be taken 
on arrival at tbe airport this 

ipn rning tn a n A mman militar y 

hospital, known as tbe King 
Hussein Medical City for dose 
medical supervision because 
his health was deteriorating. 

“His body has apparently 
refused the bone cells taken 
from his family members and 
transplanted into his body,” the 
official said. 

King Hussein had returned 
for more treatment in the US 
last month only hours after 
naming his eldest soil, 37-year- 
old Prince Abdullah , as his suc- 
cessor. Abdullah replaced King 
Hussein's brother Hassan, 51, 
who had been crown prince for 
34 years. 

It emerged yesterday that at 
the height of the battle for the 
succession. Prince Hassads 
telephone calls were being 
bugged by the Jordanian se- 
curity services. 

The bugging was said to 
have started four months ago, 
when King Hussein was under- 
going chemotherapy in Amer- 
ica. Information from the 
telephone tapping was passed 
to the King. 

In late January, when he re- 
turned to Jordan and switched 
the succession, the King ac- 
cused Prince Hassan of med- 
dling with senior appointments 
in the army and spreading 
smears against Queen Noor 
and her children. 

The allegation that Prince 
Hassan's telephone calls woe 
being intercepted while he was 
nominally ruling Jordan sug- 
gests that the rift within the 



Jordan’s former Crown Prince Hassan, left, and Song Hussein, who resented his brother’s attempts to act like a monarch Jamal Nasrallah 


royal family went far deeper 
than was hitherto realised. It 
would also demonstrate howfar 
he was from controlling the real 
levers of power 

Samir Baitikhi, the head of 
Jordanian intelligence, paid 
several visits to the Mayo Clin- 
ic to report on Prince Has- 
san's behaviour as regent 
during the King’s stay there. 

A sign of the anger felt by 
Prince Hassan over his dis- 
missal as heir to the throne has 
come in a report in the al- 
Rayan newspaper that he 
plans to go into permanent 
exile in London. 

It says that when the King 
told him of his decision he de- 


clared: “Shoot me if yon think 
that I was unfaithful. ” 

King Hussein deariy felt re- 
sentment at what he saw as 

Prince Hafitarf s atte m p ts to art 
Eke a king before his own death. 
In a letter altering the succes- 
sion, the monarch wrote bitterly 
of how his “snail family was of- 
fended by slanders and false- 
hoods, and I refer here to my 
wife and cMdren". 

The King was particularly 
concerned about ‘The poh'tid- 
satkra and fragmentation of 
the army” under Prince Has- 
san. He complained: “What 
made me sleepless for the first 

time in my fife is that I was ask- 
ing myself; *Why is there insis- 


tence on change in the army?" 
The King cancelled orders for 
tbe retirement of some officers 
and the promotion of others. 

In fact Prince Hassan’s mo- 
tives for trying to secure his po- 
sition with the army may have 
been rather different One Jor- 
danian observer said: “Towards 
the end of last year; the White 
House told two Israeli journal- 
ists the Kingwas dying. Hassan 
believed what they wrote.” 

The former crown prince 
apparently discounted rfiore 
optimistic reports of his broth- 
ers health and decided to make 
prudent changes in the military 
es tablishme nt in order to se- 
cure a smooth succession. 


Prince Hassan may not have 
realised how far his relations 
with his brother had deterio- 
rated. Intelligent, industrious 
and highly educated, he is also 
a humorous man. Knowing that 
it was conventional wisdom 
among Jordanians that he hart 
no support among the army, the 
people, the Jordanian tribes or 
toe Palestinians, who make up 
more than half toe population, 
he joked: “It seems the only 
people who like me are Ehipina 
maids and Armenian hair- 
dressers.” 

Ayear ago, when there were 
serious riots in Ma’an, in south- 
ern Jordan, while Prince Has- 
san was out of the country, he 


is reported to hare told the King 
with a laugh: “I leave toe coun- 
try for three days and look 
what happens.” 

He is once said to have de- 
scribed the King to his face as 
“your royal irrelevancy”. 

A Jordanian analyst said: 
“The King was sensitive to the 
suggestion that he was froth, 
while his brother was sub- 
stance.” 

Jokes which might have 
been acceptable to the King 
when he was in good health and 
in Amman, might have looked 
more menacing when related 
secondhand to a side man un- 
dergoing treatment thousands 
of miles away 


Civil war fears 
in East Timor 


CARLOS BELO, the Roman 
Catholic bishop who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his work 
in East Timor; said yesterday 
that the occupied territory 
should wait at least 10 years for 
a vote on its independence 
from Indonesia, amid growing 
anxieties about dvfl war. 

“Only through a plebiscite 
can we know who is for Indo- 
nesia, and who is against Indo- 
nesia,” Monsignor Belo said at 
his home in the East Timorese 
capital, Dili. He said thata pe- 
riod of be tween 10 and 15years 
would be necessary for a rec- 
onciliation between pro- 
independence guerrillas and 
armed militias who support 
full integration with Indonesia. 
In toe past few weeks, the lat- 
ter have launched violent at- 
tacks on villages, creating 
thousands of refugees. 

Despite continuing denials 
by toe government of Jakarta 
and senior army officers, toe 
bishop said that the raiUtS«K 
were being armed by the Indo- 
nesian military. “There are 
some civilians who have arms 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 
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to threaten the people,” he 
said. “Naturally, it is coming 
from the army. It is better 
to fight with diplomacy with 
intelligence, with discussion, 
rather than fighting with guns.” 

East Timor was invaded by 
Indonesia in 1975, and annexed 
a year later in a brutal occu- 
pation which has cost 19 to 
200,000 lives. Jakarta had al- 
ways resisted international 
calls for its withdrawal until an 
unexpected announcement last 
week, when toe government 
said it might give the territory 
its independence next year. 

The announcement has 
raised fears of a repeat of 1975 
when the territory’s Por- 
tuguese administration sud- 
denly Quit their colony after a 
coup in the Portuguese capital 
Lisbon. Pro -Jakarta groups, 
funded and armed by Indo- 
nesia, fought skirmishes with 
the majority pro-independence 




a pretext for the invasion by 
Indonesia. 


Getty to give ‘stolen’ 
art back to Italy 


THE J PAUL Getty Museum in 
Los Angeles has volunteered to 
return three artworks to Italy 
after finding evidence that toe 
pieces - a Greek vase, a torso of 
Mithras and a Roman bust - 
were probably stolen. 

The gesture by one of the 
richest private collections, 
which has suffered accusations 
of improper acquisition prac- 
tices for many years, appeared 
to be part of a strategy ty toe 
Getty to put itself above re- 
proach in the art market 

Although the museum has 
never been found guilty of 
knowingty acquiring stolen or 
Illegally exported property, the 
extent of its buying power has 
raised questions about the 
authenticity and provenance 
of its collections. 

The most valuable of the 


BY ANDREW GUMBEL 
in Los Angeles 


three pieces is a terracotta kylix, 
or vase, try the Greek potter 
Euphronius, which readied the 
Getiy in faeces from 1983 to 1990 
from a variety of private collec- 


the piece was illegally excavat- 
ed from toe Etruscan site of 
Cerveteri, north of Rome. Mar 
km True, the Gettys curator erf 
antiquities, said she had been 
imconvinced by evidence from 
Italian government investiga- 
tors, but came to the condusion 
after her own investigation. 

The 2nd-century marble 
torso ofMthrashas been traced 
to the Italian Giustiniani fam ily 
The Roman head, bought ha 
Newl&tk, appears tohave come 
from an excavation atVenosa. 
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Now Kosovo cannot even bury its dead 
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Kosovo Albanians abandoning Rogovo, where 24 people were shot dead by Serbs last week 


David Rose 


A BLUE refrigerated police 
track stood outside the morgue 
at Pristina hospital yesterd^x its 
rear doors backed up against 
the btnlding to prevent anyone 
looking inside. Tbe vehicle was 
being watched tya Land Cruis- 
er fan of monitors from the 
Organisation for Secant? and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
and an armed Serbian police- 
man, who told us to clear off as 
soon as we arrived. 

It was easy to see why the 
relatives of the 45 ethnic Alba- 
nians killed in the Racak mas- 
sacre three weeks ago had 
chosen to wait In a smoke- 
filled office in Stimlje, 18 miles 
away, for news of wbai was hap- 
pening to the remans. The 
story the? had to tell demon- 
strated not only the hostiiify and 
indifference of the Serbian au- 
thorities to Kosovo's Albanian 
majority, but the gulf that will 
have to be bridged at tbe peace 
talks? ihie to start tomorrow in 
Prance. 

Mahmut Mahrpn ti, the 75- 
year-old hoxha (imam) of the 
mosque at Racak; a short dis- 
tance from the town, said he 


By Raymond Whitaker 
in Pristina 

h*fi been summoned twice on 
Wednesday to see the police 
P OTPpwnriw- at Stimlje. The 

previous day villagers had gone 

up to Pristina in an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to confront the 
authorities and get back the 40 
botfies taken away shortly after 
the massacre; now, said die 
commander; 29 of them had 
been brought to Stimlje in a po- 
lice truck, ready for burial. 

“I objected,” said Mr Mah- 
muti. twisting his hands, with 
two fingers missing from the 
left, on his walking stick. “I said 
we didn’t want to bur? the vic- 
tims separately, but all at the 
same time and place.” 

Sylejman Hafili. 67, a village 
h e a d man, said the Serbian 
.judge in the case, Danica 
Marinfcovic, had told them that 
relatives would have to identi- 
fy the dead at Stimlje police sta- 
tion. This was contrary to the 
agreement that the OSCE 
thought it had brokered the pre- 
vious day that identification 
would be done in Pristina as 



part of an “orderly and digni- 
fied” procedure for disposal of 
the remains. 

“The judge said that if we 
didn’t turn up at the police sta- 
tion at 10 am to identify the 
bodies, the authorities would 
bury them as they chose,” said 
Mr Haliti. “We don’t want any- 
thing to do with the police at 
Stimlje - they were tbe people 
who killed our relatives. 

“They said the rest of the 
people were terrorists from 
outside the village, but I told 
them we had a list of 41 people, 
with their names, addresses, 


dates of birth, everything.” 

The families contacted 
Michael Pedersen, the OSCE 
official leading mediation ef- 
forts, and yesterday morning 
the truck returned to the 
provincial capital with its gris- 
ly cargo still inside - in Stiml- 
je it is rumoured that 12 of the 
bodies are so mutilated that 
identification is impossible. 

Late yesterday the OSCE 
said t alks were still going on. 
but it is likely to be several more 
days before the victims of the 
massacre at Racak are finally 
buried. 

“It takes time to dig 40 
graves, and we haven't even 
settled yet on where exactly 
they will be,” said Mr Mahniu- 
t£, who lost his own home in the 
attack. 

Few have dared to return to 
the villa ge, and it is difficult for 
the fearful Albanian communi- 
ty to stay in touch with the wide- 
ly dispersed families as the 
wrangling goes on. 

"This is harassment of the 
living as well as the dead.” said 
one grieving relative, and they 
all exclaimed in agreement 


Climbdown 
by Serbia 
stops strikes 


SERBIA’S PARLIAMENT last 
night voted overwhelmingly to 
send a delegation to the Kosovo 
peace talks at Ranfoouaiet near 
Paris, but made it dear that 
there would be fierce resis- 
tance to Nato plans to station 
troops in the province to police 
any settlement. 

The 227 to 3 majority averts 
A the threat of Nato air strikes, 
r and dears the way for negoti- 
ations to start as scheduled 
tomorrow between Belgrade 
and the political and military 
representatives of the ethnic Al- 
banians who constitute 90 per 
cent of Kosovo's population. 



Maijanovic The Serbs will 
defend themselves* 

But discussions on the draft 
[agreement drawn up by West- 
ern media to re will be anything 
but plain sailing Last night Ser- 
bian government officials said 
' that Kosovo must remain part 
; of Serbia - despite the feet that 
the plan, to all intents and pur- 
poses, removes the province 
from Belgrade's control. 

An even greater obstade 
could be the deployment of the 
20.000 to 30,000 Nato force, final 
details of which are being 
worked out in national capitals 
and at the alliance’s Brussels 
headquarters. As President Bill 
Clinton confirmed that Wash- 
ington was "seriously consid- 
ering” dispatching troops, and 


by Rupert Cornwell 

France announced it would 
provide 5,000 men. 

Mirko Maijanovic, the Ser- 
bian Prime Minister, vowed 
that if Nato entered Kosovo, it 
would have to fight its way in. 
“We will defend ourselves with 
all available means," Mr Mar- 
janovic warned. Those senti- 
ments were echoed by \fojis3av 
Seselj. the leader of the ultra- 

nationalist - Rartiral p arty and an 

ally of the Yugoslav President, 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

Mr Milosevic is unlikely to go 
to Rambouillet, not least Jin-fear 
of being served with a warrant 
for alleged war crimes in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. But if yes- 
terday’s TV coverage of the par- 
liamentary session Belgrade - 
when criticism of him was cen- 
sored from the broadcast - is 
any indication, he will be very 
much in charge erf his delegates, 
albeit from afar 

Seeking to overcome deep 
misgivings in Congress over a 
further rammitme nt of Amer- 
ican troops, Mr Clinton insist- 
ed that the fighting must be 
halted when it couMstifl be con- 
tained at an “acceptable cost”. 
Otherwise, "and unless we 
defuse the ethnic hatred in 
that region, Kosovo can embroil 
us in a much larger conflict”. 

The Pentagon wants to limit 
tbe US contingent to 2,000, but 
the European allies would pre- 
fer double that figure, to guar- 
antee the credibility of tbe 
intervention. It would be under 
the command of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michnp| Jackson, 
the British commander of the 
Allied Rapid Reaction Corps. 
But to reassure US public opin- 
ion, officials point out that ulti- 
mate control of the operation 
would be in the hands of Gen- 
eral Wesley Clark, the Ameri- 
can supreme co mma nder of 
allied forces in Europe. 


In Brief 

Pilot on trial over cable-car deaths 

'the trial began yesterday of a United States Marine 
pilot who last February crashed into cables in the Italian 
Alps, sending a cabin crashing to the ground and killing 20. 
The court-martial of Captain Richard Ashby 31, opened at 
the Marine base of Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. 

Six die in refrigerated meat lorry 

THE OWNER of a meat distribution company in 
Johannesburg and five of his staff were found dead 
yesterday, locked in their refrigerated truck. Police believe 
the men had been robbed and locked in the truck, where 
they froze to death or suffocated. 

Catholics block sperm donor plan 

ITALY'S CONSERVATIVES won a major victory over the 
left yesterday when parliament blocked a provision to 
allow a woman to use sperm from a man other than her 
partner to become pregnant The issue had pitted centrist 
Catholics against their partners in Italy’s government 

Greeks want Victory statue back 

. THE GREEK island of Samothrace wants France to return 
^Sthe winged marble statue of Victory which has been in the 
Louvre since 1963. "Her home is on Samothrace,” the 
island’s mayor, Giorgos Hanos, said in a letter written to 
the European Commissioner Christos Papoutsis. 

Nigerian suspected of cannibalism 

A NIGERIAN man has been Arrested allegedly in 
possession of roasted human limbs and bones, local 
newspapers reported. Police arrested him after residents 
heard the cries of a woman. He had been living under a 
bridge in Lagos for several years. 
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Can Mir turn night into day? 


By Charles Arthur 
Technology Editor 

ASTRONOMERS WATCHED the 
skies anxiously yesterday as 
cosmonauts on board the 
Russian Mir space station 
tried, but foiled, to unveil a mir- 
ror 25m (83ft) across to reflect 
sunlight on to darkened parts 

of the Earth. 

An early hitch saw the mir- 
ror catch on a radio aerial. The 

plastic parasol, covered with 
aluminium, began to unfold in 
the early afternoon, but then 
jammed a g ain, stopping the 
test for the day. 

The mirror is designed to 
work IHcp an artificial moon. It 
was meant to reflect a beam of 
sunlight about 8km (5 miles) 
across cm to several regions in 
Russia and other former 
Soviet republics before 
reaching Germany and the 
Czech Republic. It would not 
have been visible in Britain. 

It is designed as a prototype 
for much larger models that 
could illuminate northern 
parts of the Earth. 

Russian Mission Control 
said the experiment might go 
ahead today if they could re- 
solve the problem. 

The Space Regatta Consor- 
tium, principally backed by 
the Russian company Energifl, 
has funded the experiment 
The designers suggested that 
a series of mirrors - or one 
giant mirror - could harness 
sunlight to overcome dark- 
ness and boost agriculture by 
lengthening the day. 

However, that poses the 
huge problem of controlling the 
mirrors' angle while the Earth 
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and the Sun are moving. Tiny 
variations would mean huge 
differences in what part of 
Earth was illuminated. 

The experiment had trig- 
gered an avalanche of dra- 
matic reports, many of which 
described the mirror as a 
“second moon" that would 


glare from the sties. However 
a spokeswoman called the idea 
“ridiculous rumours". 

Astronomers were less 
happy. “This could get so 
bright that it’s impossible to 
miss," said John Kelly Beatty, 
senior editor at Sky & Tele- 
scope magazine. 


Astronomers believe that 
such bright light will serious- 
ly impede observations from 
ground-based telescopes. 

David Williams, president of 
the Royal Astronomical 
Society in Britain and profes- 
sor of astronomy at Universi- 
ty College London, said: “A lot 


of money - taxpayers’ money 
- has been spent on building 
new telescopes in remote 
locations. This could ruin all 
those plans.” 

Astronomers fear that the 
Russ ians financing the exper- 
iment will ignore their objec- 
tions and push ahead with 
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{dans to put up more mirrors, 
all beaming sunlight 0Q to 
points on Earth in the middle 
Of the night 

“This situation is different 
from many big space projects 
which are funded by countries 
or internationally” said Pro- 
fessor 'Williams. 


Hundreds 
arrested 
in China 

by Christiaan Virant 
in Feting 

CHINA HAS tightened its grip 
on the north-western province 
afXiigiang, transferringa team 
of crack troops to a dty rocked 
by riots in 1997 and arresting 
hundreds of suspected “ter- 
rorists” and religious militants. 

Some 1,000 troops were 
transferred to Ymmg dty, the 
capital of Xinjiang’s Yili re- 
gion, last month, the Xinfiang 
Legal Daily said yesterday. 

Xhgiang, home to Tbridsh- 
speating Uighurs, has been 
rocked by rioting since the mid- 
Nineties. Muslim Uighur mili- 
tants have agitated for an 
independent East Turkestan 
in Xinjiang, which borders 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
three former Soviet republics. 

Yesterday, Amnesty In- 
ternational accused Feting of 
stepping up persecution of 
Uighurs. (Reuters) 


ITLOOKS like any other sem- 
inar: the tables arranged at 
three sides of the rectangle, 
the instructor waving his 

arms in front of diagrams on 
a screen. The participants, 19 

men and women predomi- 
nantly in middle age, have 
each paid DM590 U209) to 
better themselves on this 

ane-dsy intensive course at a 

Munich hotel. By 5pm 
tonight, th^ybope to leave the 
room as different persons, 
ready for the harshness of 
German life. 

It is 9am, and the instruc- 
tor; Matthias Ptihm, begins 
with a challenge. “The new 
g o ve rnm ent has decreed that 
every German family must 
consume 20mg of hashish a 
week,” he says. “Can you 
think of a suitable question to 
ask the government spokes- 
man? Fin* instance: why only 
20mg?” 

The pupils scratch their 
heads. “HOT the cost be tax de- 
ductible?" asks the forty who 
during the week works as a 
tax inspector. “Can those al- 
lergic to hash take cocaine in- 
stead?” ventures a salesman. 

The ice has been broken, 
the dass is on a roll, everyone 
laughs. Onto the next exer- 
cise. The participants are 
asked to write down the name 
of the person they hate most, 
catalogue two of their worst 
I flaws, and construct a line of 
attack. This, after all, is a self- 
defence dass. However; the 
weapons are exclusively ver- 
bal The students are here to 
be kitted out with an armoury 
of one-liners, cheeky ripostes, 
hirin g garragm and devastat- 
ing put-downs. 

In a society where charm 
is for wimps, apology a sign 
of weakness and bullying an 
accepted form of behaviour 
aggressive verbal stills are 
often deployed in everyday 
stinnishes. But doing it with 
wit - now that is ground- 
breaking stuff Mr Pdhm, one 
of five such teachers in the 
German-speaking world, 
knows he is playing with fire, 
and has been accused of 
dragging his people too fast 
into the humour equivalent of 
the nuclear age. “I am mere- 
ly giving my students a 
weapon," he says. “How they 
use it is their business.” 

Mr POhzn, a 39-year-old 
former software engineer 
who changed to this field be- 
cause he found communicat- 
ing with machines somewhat 
limiting, is a man on a mis- 
sion. “Perhaps there is not 
enough laughter in Ger- 
many” he says. “It is against 
that, that I’m fighting.” 

Sometimes, it is an uphill 


struggle. The first attempt at 
irony foils flat, as a student 
tries the unconventional in 
confronting her imaginary 
enenty: -Nora, don't you thta* 
you should be a tittle less 
"arrogant?” 

-Not quite there," the in- 
structor declares. 

The rest are not very 
funny either. The bile pours, 
but true wit is in short supply. 

Never mind. Mr POhm has 
classified every kind of social 
atrocity, and devised the cor- 
responding deterrent, or 
deed counterattack All you 
need to do is learn than fey 
heart, and practise to im- 
prove the speed of delivery. 

After lunch, the teacher 
lets us into the secret of the 

“exaggerated response”. 

Iropj*, he explains, is rare in 
Germany, self-irony practi- 
cally unhear d of. 

Nineteen pairs of eyes 
widen. “What you do." Mr ; 
Phhm slowty explains, “is take ! 
an the crititism. amplify it and 
throw It straight back.” 

The lesson on self-depre- 
cating humour proved to be 
Tke Independent's finest 
hour. “You never listen," 
came the mock charge. 
“What did you say?” whim- 
pered your correspondent, 
to squeals of delight all round. 

There were, roughly, a 
dozen different ways to dis- 
arm an aggressor with a 
quick one-liner which, this 
being the German language, 
can actualtyrun to four lines, 
crowned inevitably by She 
verb at the end. It is worth 
waiting for, none the less. As 
the 19 participants spar with 
one another, one can detect 
in their eyes an intoxicating 
rush of adrenalin, a feeling of 
barriers being transcended 
py a mere curve of the tip. 

It is five o'clock, time to put 
away the pens, retract those 
razor-sharp tongues, and face 
the bleak world outside. Mr 
Pfthm exhorts his pupils tore- 
vise for half an hour three 
times a week, puts in a plug 
for his book - two hundred 
pages of come-backs and 
double entendres - and the 
dass is dismissed. 

Dr Albrecht Bendet; a 
patent lawyer who has just 
spent DM590 on his quantum 
leap to a new consciousness, 
is satisfied with the day's 
work. “It has been a very use- 
ful course,” he says. “Now I 
must concentrate on the 
practical side of what I’ve 
learnt I will revise, work 
slowly, and maybe, in three 
months’ time, I will be ready 
to incorporate some of this 
into my personality” c ’ 5 
IMRE KARACS 
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Where could your 
savings have grown 

•8%p.a.? 

Looking for the potential to make your savings grow? Take a look at the Scottish Widows 
Premier Savings Plan. Its a with-profits endowment plan that's designed to turn an affordable 
onchly saving into a substantial lump sum in any time from ten to twenty years. 

Over the last ten years, this Plan has produced average growth of AK>a. - If a man aged 24 
had started saving £50 a month ten years ago, today he could be receiving a cheese 

fo r £9.96 1 T You can save from £50 a month from ten up 
to twenty years. 

So if you want to make your savings work harder, 
find out more today. 

• YOURS FREE WHEN YOU REPLY! 


For further details call now on 

0345 6789 10 
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Photobition drops Wace for SVC 

~ SHARES IN Photobition 

rose 28p to 260p yesterday 
sfter the group abandoned 
its £SOm bid for Wace, the 
loss-making imaging and 
printing business, and 
opted to boy Service Visual 
Communications (SVC), a 
privately owned supplier of 
graphics to the exhibition 
and museum maHrot , for 
film. Photobition’s 
chairman Eddie 
Marchbanks refused to 
raise the initial offer for Wace, which last week 
recommended that shareholders accept a rival bid of 
70p from the US. Photobitioa's offer of 2L93 shares for 
100 Wace shares was worth just over 51p a share when 
rt lapsed. Wace shares were down lp yesterday at 69p. 

Swan Hill reveals hiH annpna^ae 




jrauauaj' ueuome cne latest sman company to reveal it 
had received unsolicited approaches that could lead to an 
o5er. Its shares closed 23p up at 68-5p, adding £l 5 m to its 
market value. Analysts said Swan Hill would fit well with 
small housebuilders ex panding fa the South, such as Crest 
Nicholson and Wainhomes. It returned to the hi»ck last 
year; posting a profit of f&fim on turnover of £ 88 ^m. 
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Bank springs rate surprise 
with half-point cut to 5.5% 
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the bank of England's deci- 
sion to cut interest rates to Iheir 
lowest level since 1994 with an 
unexpectedly big foil of 03 per- 
centage points set City pulses 
racing yesterday afternoon. 
But an initial surge in share 
prices and fall in the pound 
were later reversed as the mar- 
kets absorbed the implications. 

The FTSE 100 index ended 
0.4 points lower at 5^395 after 
earlier gaining more than 100 
points. The pound ended little 
changed at 68.9p to the euro. 

The half-point cut to 5o per 
cert was welcomed as a sign that 
the Monetary Policy Committee 
was ready to act swiftly if nec- 
essary. Kate Barker. Confeder- 
ation of British Industry chief 
economic advisee said: “This 
decisive move is good news for 
industry at a time when trading 
is difficult in many sectors." 

Mortgage lenders greeted 
the move as a pleasant surprise. 
Jim Chadwick, marketing di- 
rector for Barclays Mortgages, 
said: “Recent rate cuts appear 
to have had a positive effect on 
consumer confidence." 


by Diane Coyle and 
Lea Paterson in Frankfurt 

Most lenders cut mortgage 
rates by half a point, taking the 
monthly payment on a £ 100,000 

interest-only mortgage down by 
£30. The fall in the typical re- 
payment on this mortgage 
since rates peaked in the sum- 
mer has been nearly £152. Sav- 
ings rates are under review and 
are likely to be cut again. 

Business and unions again re- 
acted to a fell in borrowing costs 
by demanding another. John 
Monks, general secretary of the 
Trades Union Congress, said: 
“The Bank needs to continue the 
downward trend next month in 
order to avoid recession and se- 
cure recovery in 2000 ." 

The Bank’s statement linked 
yesterday's move to the inflation 
forecast to be published in next 
week's Inflation Report It said: 
“The Committee’s latest infla- 
tion projections implied that a 
further reduction in interest 
rates was necessary to keep in- 
flation on a path consistent 
with the target of 2 £ per cent" 


Since the November report 
evidence on growth has been 
mixed, but inflation signs have 
been good. The Bank's state- 
ment was not read as a strong 
hint at future rate moves. 

City analysts remained di- 
vided about, the outlook for the 
economy after the fifth rate cut 
in five months. “Hie lags arc 
such that the Bank cannot do 
anything now to avert a reces- 
sion." said Steven Bell, UK 
economist at Deutsche Bank. 
He predicted that the next few 
months would bring bad news 
on the economy, including an 
upturn in unemployment 

However. Neil Parker at 
Royal Bank of Scotland said the 
economy remained in good 
shape. He said: “This move 
seems to show some compla- 
cency on the part of the MPC 
about the inflation target Some 
degree of caution is now need- 
ed or the Bank risks destabil- 
ising the economy." 

Most analysts expect UK 
interest rates to fell to 5 per cent 
by summer; taking them clos- 
er to mainland European levels. 


The European Central Bank 
yesterday kept interest rates on 
the Continent unchanged, de- 
spite growing signs of slowdown 
in the euro zone. Wira Duisen- 
berg, ECB President, said 
there was “no significant 
upward or downward pressure 
on prices". 

However, the ECB Presi- 
dent indicated that benchmark 
European interest rates could 
fall below their current level of 
3 per cent in coming months. 
He said: "Recent data seem to 
confirm our earlier assessment 
that there on* downside risks 
for upward growth and that pro- 
duction may have slowed down 
around the turn of the year” 

Mr Duisenbeiy* emphasised 
that the level of the euro - which 
has declined to $1.13 from *1.16 
at launch - was not yet a mat- 
ter for concern. The ECB would 
intervene to stabilise the cur- 
rency if it was “seriously out of 
tine with fundamentals”. 

Analysts said there was no 
chance of a further ECB rate cut 
until the euro strengthened. 

Outlook, page 19 



Neil Johnson, chief executive of the RAC, yesterday after Cendant pulled out of the £450m deal 

RAC may float after Cendant veto 


THE 12,000 shareholders of the 
RAC face the prospect of a cut 
in their ^ windfall from the sale of 
the motoring sendees business 
after Cendant yesterday called 
off its takeover plan. 

The American company 
pulled out of the £450m deal to 
buy RAC Motoring Services 
after the Department offrade 
and Industry said it would force 
Cendant to sell Green Flag, its 
roadside recovery business. 

The RAC said it was pursu- 
ing the options of flotation or a 
trade sale , but a spokesman 
admitted it was unlikely the 


By Philip Thornton 
Tj-ansport Correspondent 

business would obtain a value of 
£450m as Cendanfs price was 
dependent on synezgjes with 
Green Flag. 

Kim Howells, Competition 
and Consumer Affairs Minister; 
said he accepted toe view of the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission that the combination of 
Green Flag and RAC would 
weaken competition. 

“I also acrept their conclu- 
sion that the proposed merger 
may be expected to operate 


against the public interest in 
that, in the supply of insured 
breakdown services for light 
vehicles, prices would be high- 
er, service quality lower and in- 
novation reduced compared 
with the situation that would oth- 
erwise exist," he said. 

The AA has a 48 per cent 
share of toe market, with the 
RAC having 29 per cent and 
Green Flag 12 per cent No 
other supplier had rmre than 35 
percent 

“As these figures show, the 
market is highly concentrated 
and the merger would make it 


more so," Mr Howells said. 

The RAC, whose chief exec- 
utive is Neil Johnson, said it had 
been woiking on alternative op- 
tions for realising value for its 
shareholders in case the Cen- 
dant deal was blocked. It said the 
business could be floated as 
early as this summer but said 
there were “a number" of trade 
and finanrial c ompanies inter- 
esting in buying it 

Cendant said it pulled out be- 
cause of toe lost opportunity for 
synergies and cost savings from 
linking Green Flag and RAC. 
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Rover fears as 
BMW chief 
faces the axe 


ROVER UNIONS last night de- 
manded an urgent meeting with 
its parent company BMW amid 
reports that Bernd Pischet- 
sneder may be ousted as chair- 
man of toe German car wakw 
today in a boardroom coup. 

The threat to Mr Pis- 
chestrieder has raised fresh 
concerns about the future of 
Rover’s Longbridge plant in 
Birmingham. It was saved from 
closure last year only after 
unions agreed to 2^00 job loss- 
es and a £150m ayear cost-sav- 
ing plan brokered by the BMW 
chairman. 

Mr Pischetsriedei; who 
bought Rover from British Aero- 
space in 1994 for £800m and has 
been its greatest supporter on 
the BMW board, is tipped to be 
replaced by^ WsHjepng Reitzle,his 
deputy chairman. 

Although both BMW and the 
Quandt family which own 45 per 
cent of the shares, denied that 
such a coup was imminent, 
shares in the company leapt by 
11 per cent on expectations that 
he would be shown the door at 
today’s meeting of the supervi- 
sory board in Munich. 

The BMW supervisory board 
and the Quandt family are said 
to have lost patience with MrPis- 
chetsriedei; who has failed to 
turn Rover into profit despite 
pumping £3bn into it in the past 
five years. 

Mr Reitzle, who reluctantly 
accepted the job as Rover chair- 
man for a brief period following 


By Michael Harrison 
in London 

and Imre Karacs in B o nn 

toe takeover; is known to have 
opposed Mr Pischestrieder's 
strategy for turning the ailing car 
maker around. He is thought 
nnxii more likely to dose Long- 
bridge and switch production of 
a planned medium-sized car to 
replace toe Rover 200-400 series 
elsewhere, possibly Hungary. 

Last night Tbny Woodley, 
chief motor industry negotiator 
for toe Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, expressed 
“great concern" about toe BMW 
chairman’s fate. “While we 
would be disappointed if Mr Pis- 
chestrieder leaves, we would 
expect - indeed we would de- 
mand - that the recent confir- 
mation of new models and new 
investment, particularly at 
Longbridge, is honoured” 

BMW confirmed that its su- 
pervisory board is to meet today 
but refused to comment wi spec- 
ulation about Mr Pischet- 
srieder’s rumoured departure, 
insisting that “personal mat- 
ters” were not on the agenda. 

Behind the boardroom in- 
fighting is a tussle over the 
strategy of the BMW group and 
whether it can remain indepen- 
dent It has already received a 
merger approach from Fiat and 
ford was rumoured to be 
preparing a bid before it unveiled 
its $63hn takeover of Volvo. 
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Wolves toasts victory in £300m Marston battle 


WOLVERHAMPTON & Dudley 
yesterda y w on the battle of toe 
brewers, taking control of 
Marston Thompson & Ever- 
shed witoa £300m bid that could 
net its competitor’s top man- 
agers a £ 2 m-phis payoff. 

The acquisition will create 
Britain’s largest regional brew- 
er; with three breweries, almost 
L5Q0 pubs - mainly inthe North 
-and safes cf around £500m. The 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

combined group will have a 
strong portfolio of beer brands 
centred on Marston's Pedigree 
latter and W&D’s Banks’s ale. 

W&D clinched the deal yes- 
terday afternoon when its 
improved cash-and-paper offer 
of around 3l0p a share was 
accQ>tedbyalmostthree^uar- 
ters of Marston investors, many 


of whom also own shares in 
W&D. The result came after a 
latter two-month bid war which 
saw Marston make a £330m 
counteroffer for W&D. 

W&D was supported by 
Greene King, another regional 
brewer which agreed to buy 
170 pubs in toe South from toe 
combined group for £80m. 
Shares in Marston, owner of the 
Pitcher & Piano pub chain, rose 


21. 5p to 306J>p. while W&D 
dosed li^p higher at 469p. 

The sale of Marston is set to 
trigger tiie departure of its top 
management. The chairman, 
Michael Hurdle, is expected to 
Leave after 35 years with the 
company with a total payoff in- 
ducting share options, of around 
£2m. Chief executive Nick 
L«U±et, appointed frran. Bass 18 
months ago, should net £300400. 


David Thompson, W&D’s 
managing director, said the vic- 
tory was an "overwhelming en- 
dorsement of our strategy”. He 
said the company would invest 
in its local pubs^ - which make up 
the bulk of its estate - in an 
attempt to combat tough trading 
conditions. 

Mr Thompson said the link 
would create savings at around 
a 7m. However; W&D will have 


to pay over £30m in fees to both 
parties’ advisers and for 
Marston's failed attempt to se- 
curitise some of its puhs. 

There will be around 250 job 
losses among the 15,000 com- 
bined workforce. Marston’s 
headquarters in Burton-on- 
That wfll be dosed, although tte 
town’s brewery will remain open 
ainngadp w&D's Hartiepodand 
Wolve rhampton p lants 


Around the World’s markets 


LONDON 


THE haifa-point base rate cot had a 
brief impact on blue chips with 
footsie, at one time up 101 points, 
ending 0.4 lower at 5,939 A However; 
the mid and. small cap indices ended 
higher Ms were stronger as the 
crude oil price edged ahead but 
recent telecom high flyers, such as 
Colt Tblecom which fell 79.5p to 
1470 r were ruffled byNew'Vbrk’s 
weakness. Cable & Mreless bucked 
the trend. Its One 2 One mobile 
phone service now has two m 2 Hon 
customers, doubting in 13 months. 

Derek Pain, page 21 


NEW YORK 


PROFIT-TAKING on hi-tech 
Nasdaq stocks led shares down 
on the mam market, sending the 
Dow 56.12 points lower to 
9,310.68 by late morning. 
Rumours that the next move in 
US interest rates would be up 
undermined confidence and the 
yield on the key 30-year long 
bond rose from 5^62 per cent 
overnight to 5J32 per cent. 

Microsoft was down $2.19 at 
$164J75. Walmart was 32 cents 
lower at $85.43 after a 10 per 
cent rise in hke-for-like sales. 


TOKYO 


THE NIKKEI 225 fell 0fi3 per cent 
to dose at 14,086.85 as rumours 
that a mid-sized life insurer was 
likely to foil offset Interest-rate 
hopes and currency stability. 

The dollar rallied to stand at 
113.54 yen just after toe market 
dosed, against 112.87 yen in late 
New Ybrk, as the benchmark 10- 
year government bond I JGB) fell 
sharply to yield 2.17 per cent 
Speculation that the Bank of Japan 
could cut interest rates or take 
other credit-easing steps pushed 
down JGB yields sharply. 


TAIWAN 


SHARES IN Taiwan fell another 
3.99 per cent yesterday sending 
the index down to 5,514.89. its 
lowest level since 5 April, 1996, 
as investors worried that the 
government would stop support- 
ing the stock market 
The finance ministry plans to 
announce new plans to stabilise 
the market next Wednesday, just 
ahead of the nine-day holiday for 
the lunar New Year. The index 
fell 22 per cent last year and has 
fallen a farther 14 per cent so far 
this yean 


SYDNEY 


THE BENCHMARK AD-Ortfioaries 
index rose 22J3 points to 2,940.5, its 
second record high in two days, 
amid optimism on corporate profits 
and economic growth. 

fosters Brewing rose 2 per cent 
amid expectations of a 9 per cent 
rise in profits when it reports first- 
half results cm Monday. Telstra, the 
leading phone company, gained L 8 
per cent Kerry Packer’s media 
group, Publishing & Broadcasting, 
rose 8 per cent as it said it was 

muffing a part-sale of its Internet 
comply. PBL Online, to toe public. 
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News Analysis: Everyone agrees on the need to change the world’s ‘financial architecture’ - but how? 

No easy answer to market reform 


By Jeremy Warner 

SCARCELY A DAY passes with- 
out reference by same high - 
powered polky-maber to refeJm 
of the “global financial archi- 
tec&n^. Last weekend, the cor- 
ridors and potfiurns of the World 

Err fyynj/* R mim aimiml con- 
ference in Davos, Switeeriand, 
were alive with the sound (rf this 
somewhat pretentious phrase. 

What does it mean? Why 
does this architecture, whatev- 
er it is, need refor mi ng? And 
what are the chances erf any sub- 
stantive ebangesbemgbrought 
about, green tbe peimred global 
nature of the problem? 

The answer to these ques- 
tions necessitates a sraaB history 

lesson. There was little under- 
standing in the either of the 

causes or consequences of the 
financial crisis in emerging mar- 
kets when it first began to hit 
home in the summer of 1997. 

Almost universally it was 

hianuyt nn tywf gjn M B||Timftiit and 
had policy on cronyism and cor- 
ruption, and on poor account- 
ability and transparency in the 
economies most effected by the 
flight of capital. The immediate 
analysis was that there had 
been a huge misallocation afeap- 
ital by the financial markets 
which was being le gitimately 
corrected. 

However as the crisis began 
to spread like a contagious dis- 
ease from one economy to an- 
other - some of them, such as 
Hong Kong, apparently healthy 
and thriving - it became dear 
this was not the whole story Whs 
there not something funda- 
mentally wrong with the capital 
markets themselves that they 
should boom and bust in this 
destructive and arbitrary way? 

Perhaps, it was said with 
growing certainty the problem 
lay in the unregulated nature of 
global money and capital. In all 
developed countries tbe capital 
markets are highly regulated: 
there are checks and balances 
that dampen their wilder 
excesses, there are investor 
compensation schemes, and 
there are lenders of last resort 
to bail out the banking system 
when it shows signs of ducking. 

Etew of these things exist in 
developing countries. On a 
global scale, there is no such sys- 
tem of regulation, and outside 
the International Monetary 
F\md and the Wsrid Bank, there 
are no institutions to act as a 
safety net Capital flows are 
unmonitored and untamed. 

What we have just witnessed, 
it is often said, is the wiki west 

frontier irf u n frt te r pH rapiteligm. 

The effect of this trigger-happy 
lawlessness has been to plunge 
the majority of the world On 



tries to produce a fatally poiso- 
nous coddail 

Such carelessness is not con 

fined to emerging markets 

Wve already mentioned the 

Internet boom. To this must be 
added Long-Term Capital Man- 
agement, which operated from 

the world’s largest aodmost suc- 
cessful economy in an entirety 
unregulated way The only fig- 
ures available from UTCMwere 
cursory monthty profit state- 

meets. Ifetbanhs were stffl queu- 
ing at toe door to lend it money 

even tfw»gh they had not the 
faintest idea of who else had lent 
and on what terms. 

The lesson is that, however 
much regulation is put in place, 
the markets generally find a 
way round it Markets have 
always been largely driven by 
greed and fesr — no code of con- 
duct however robust would 1 be 
sufficient to stop these extremes 

of behaviour 

As a consequence, some pol- 
icy makers favour more radical 
measures to bring markets to 
bed. One such proposal would 
be to oeateaworid lender of last 
resort, which would act much 
Him national central banks in 
flooding regions with liquidity 


Such support would be made 
conditional; only countries pur- 


Robert Rubin, Michel Camdessus and Gordon Brown most battle with the speculators to keep the world economy on course 


terms of population) into deep 
and pervasire recession, and led 
many p nifry makers and econ- 
omists to question some of the 
fundamentals <rf ihe free market 
system. 

So when poBcy makers talk of 
the “global financial architec- 
ture”, what they tend to be 
re fe r rin g to is its a b sence. 

Those institutions that do 
exist -such as the IMF -have 
been subjected to unprecedent- 
ed crifidsn. On the one hand, 
the IMF has been accused of 
imposing socially unjust and 
economical^ flawed policy pro- 
grammes on countries it has 
tried to help. On the other it is 
accused of bailing out Western 
creators and investors through 
its aid and assistance - as the 
money lent by the IMF has 
almost invariably been used 
merety to pay them back - tons 
absolving the capital markets 
from responsibility for their 
actions. 

Some of these criticisms are 
exaggerated or only partially 


true. Pbr instance, in no case was 
the IMF money sufficient to ba3 
out all Wfestem creditors, and 
mflny haypf q rf fr rpd cafas fonphir 
loss. In same cases, the higher 
interest rates imposed by the 
IMF have succeeded in stabil- 
ising currencies. And hardly 
anyone would seriously chal- 
lenge the structural economic 
reform the IMF has attempted 
to impose - generally unsuc- 
cessful rt ought to be said -as 
part of its programmes. 

Even so. it is testameitf to the 
scale .and persistence of the 
attorfcs that Stanley Fischer, 
the IMF's normally measured 
deputy chai rman, was visibly 
shaking with anger and emotion 
as he sought to defend the IMF 
from its critics in Davos. 

Nor are these doubts about 
the behaviour of global money 
or the ability of international 
organisations as presently con- 
structed to police it, confined to 
Asian and left-leaning Euro- 
pean poGfitians. Even in the US, 
land of the free, there is wide- 


Barclays Bank PLC. 

Our business deposit rates with effect 

from 4th February 1999. 


ACCOUNT TITLE 

fANNUAL 

"GROSS 


EQUIVALENT 

RATE 


RATE f%) 

(94 RAJ 

1 ULSINUSS PR1MIL M ACCOUNT 1 

1 Utiitcj, :iNo apply to Farmers Premium Account.) j 

£-50.000 + 

2.651 

2.625 

£100,000 - £249,999 

2.524 

2.500 

£25,000 - £*><1,999 

2.269 

12 50 

£2,000 - £24,999 

1.762 

1.750 

£100 - £1,999 

1.382 

1.375 

1 HIGH INTI RUS T HI. SI M SS ACCOUNT 1 

£250,000 + 

4JI8 

4.250 

£100.000 - £249,999 

4.189 

4.125 

£25,000 - £99,999 

3.932 

3.875 

£10.000 - £24,999 

3.418 

3375 

£24100 - £9,999 

2.651 

2.625 

| Cl. HINTS 1'IIL.MILM ACCOC.VF | 

£1 million * 

3.803 

3.750 

£250,000 - £999,999 

3.675 

3.625 

£100,000 -£249,999 

3.546 

3.500 

£25,000 - £99,999 

3.162 

3.125 

£10,000 - £24,999 

2.906 

2.875 

I>.-\ KCI-AYS COMMUNITY ACCOUNT 1 

(An imurust Iniurinf: current account tor club', ej 

charities, churcbcc and societies. t Q 

£25,000+ 

1.635 

1.625 

£10,000 - £24,999 

1.130 

1.125 

£5.000 -£9,999 

0.626 

0.625 

£0- £4,999 

0.501 

0.500 

SEVEN DAY DEPOSIT ACCOUNT (Nut available to now dopu 

i-iturs.) 


No mmmmm hfttotv*. 

0501 

0500 

•GROSS RATE b the counKtUtf rate of imeiwt payable, not rating account of fee deduction of income rax at the lower rare. 


t ANNUAL EQUIVALENT RATE is tbe annul ran? of interest at tain able with snoot earned on i nt ere s t Unh ung *e jear. 

Interest rates quoted smr subject to sanation. For further mfo tuwrinu on these or any other services {dene moots, year load 
Barclay, brash in Budnea Centre vA& wffl be pleased to hdp. 

Thesu busitirtj ratci ate afao applicable to charities and 



Bardan Bub nC.HfC.Ka UO.lt,?. R cyac rc d In Ha^and Reg. Office M Lombard Street, EC3P 3AK 


spread acceptance thatthe mar- 
tet-based system needs to be re- 
inforced »nH strengthened in 
onfe 1 to mainfflin and restore 
finanr»ial Stability 

Robert Rubin, US Treasury 
Secretary and before that an 
inv e s tm ent han k er of 27 years 
standing, says: “There is no 
question but that unfettered 
markets do not and cannot by 
their nature best deal with all 
needs, and that there are enor- 
mous challenges ahead for us if 
we are to have a market based 
s y s tem that foMfls its potential ” 
Just two years ago any such 
statement from a US Theasmy 
Secretary, let alone one who 
bad formotybeen head of Gold- 
man Sarhs, would have been 
considered almost heresy. 

So what are tbe remedies? As 
ever there is a legion of possi- 
ble cures and there is little 
agree m ent on any of them. So 
let’s start with what mainstream 
policy makers -that is, those in 
the G7 countries -can agree on. 

Rrst, they agree that a single 
global regulator to enforce ade- 
quate standards of accountabil- 
ity transparency (fisdpBne and 
banking supepiskm worldwide 
is a practical impossibility 
As tbe newly crated Finan- 
cial Serrices Authority m Britain 
is discovering, it is hard enough 


to achieve all encompassing 
regulation on a national LeveL 
Think about toe bureaucracy 
required to do itinternationalty. 

Instead, Hans Tietmeya; the 
Bundesbank President 
instructed to draw up a report 
for the G7 on re fo rming the in- 
ternational financ ial architec- 
ture, is opting for “a standing 
romrnHteft on global financial 
regulation”. 

What is proposed is that 
national regulator are brought 
together under a federal, 
umbrella organisation to agree 
on common best practice stan- 
dards of supervision, accoun- 
tancy and transparency. In 
Britain, tbe FSA already 
imposes higher C a pital stan- 
dards for bank lending to coun- 
tries with poor polity regimes or 
unsound banking systems. This 
is seen as a possible model 

Some politicians - such as 
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor 
- want to go further and estab- 
lish codes of conduct for macro- 
economic policy too. 

For instance, countries that 
wish to avail themselves of the 

be required to operate a credi- 
ble independent monetary pol- 
icy Fiscal policy would have to 
be conducted along fines similar 
to those agreed in &e Maastricht 


■Resty to govern European Mon- 
etary Union. 

So fin; so good. Even (hough 
some of these proposals inter - 
fere quite substantially with the 
operation of the free market 
system, these is a broad con- 
sensus around thgm But do 
they gofer enough? 

F inancial marfapfa? are very 
human in the way they operate, 
and after a severe shock, such 
as tbe one we have just been 
through, they are always 
repentant and risk averse. As 
things stand, they darft need to 
be told not to invest in high-risk 
regions. 

However; like the campul- 
avegambleqtheyalwayseven- 
tuaQyreturatottegamiiigtable. 
The present frenzy to Internet 
stocks might be viewed as an 
example of how little they have 
learned. 

As the good times roll, mar- 
kets become evermore careless 
about analysing and weighing 
risk, hi a recent, reflective 
speech on these issues, Mr 
Rubin called this phenomenon 
“reaching foryidd”. 

The effect is to create 
excesses and bubbles. In the 
emerging markets crisis, these 
excesses combined with the 
macro-economic and structur- 
al problems of developing eoun- 


ries would be availed of it In 
other words, there would be a 
public and private insurance 
mechanism, based on a pre- 
qualification procedure of some 
sort 

Arwtber proposal, favoured by 
Gordon Brown, is an “eariy 
warning” system that would 
anticipate crises and aikw pol- 
icy makers to take evasive 
action. 

However; ail such solutions 
suffer from a basic flaw. Capital 
markets ramutworkeffectivety 
unless creditors and investors 
are made to bear the conse- 
quences of the risk they take. 
Investment bankers cafl this 
characteristic “moral hazard”. 
Furthermore, the vast scale of 
today’s capital markabt mean 
there can never be sufficient 


public finance to deal with the 
kind of crises encountered in the 
past two years. 

Nor is there much sympathy 
among US poiky makers for 
fixed exchange-rate systems, 
dollarisation of emprg fn g mar- 
kets or capital controls. So, 
despite all the talk of reform, 
what we actually end up with 
may not be tembly dramatic. 

Fbwcountries want to opt out 
of globalisation and evea fewer 
think there is any realistic 
alternative to the free market 
System. But, as everyone knows, 
the free market doesn’t sit eas- 
itywith meddlesome policy mak- 
ers. Once you start interfering 
with the market’s freedom to 
take risk and allocate capital as 
it sees fit, you undermine many 
of its benefits. As Mr Rubin has 
said: “There are no easy 
answers and no magic wands.” 


IN BRIEF * 


AirTouch profits 
rise by 54% 

airtouCH. the US telecoms 
company -set to be acquired 
by Vodafone later this year, 
yesterday reported a 54 per 
ant rise in net income in 
1998 to 5608m i£37Um>, with 
fourth-quarter profits ahead 
of expectations at $l3Qm. 

AirTouch added 4.3 mil lion 
subscribers last year, 
bringing its total to 17.6 
million. The Airlbuch- 
Yodafbnc den 1 , which is 
expected to dose in the 
second half of 1999. will 
create a global wireless 
company with more than 27 
customers in 23 
countries. 

Scots mull GMTV 

SCOTTISH MEDIA Group has 
confirmed it is considering a 
number of options in respect 
of its 20 per cent holding in 
broadcaster GMTV "No 
decision has yet been taken 
in respect of any of these 
options,” Scottish Media said 
yesterday in response to 
recent speculation. 

In the past Scottish Media 
has said it could sell its 
entire stake in GMTV or even 
buy out the other partners. 
Carlton and Granada also 
hold 20 per cent stakes in 
GMTV while Walt Disney and 
Guardian Media Group have 
25 per cent 

Oftel backs off 

OFTEL. the telecoms 
watchdog, yesterday backed 
away from price-regulating 
the mobile phone Industry 
arguing that competition 
between the four networks 
was already bringing prices 
down. However, small 
telecoms companies reacted 
with dismay to the 
regulator's suggestion that 
mobile operators should be 
allowed to charge retail 
prices when opening up their 
networks to other firms. 

Federal advance 

FEDERAL-MOGUL, the US 
car parts group that is 
considering trumping a £4bn 
bid by rival TRW for 
Lucas Varity, yesterday 
reported a trebling in fourth- 
quarter profits. A string of 
acquisitions, including the 
UK’s T&N, helped profits 
dimb to $3 6m (£22ra) from 
$12m last year. The results 
came as a leading City 
analyst said a counterbid for 
Lucas by Federal-Mogul was 
"not probable" because of the 
high costs involved. 

Too fit for AIM 

FITNESS FIRST, the health 
club operator; plans to move 
to the main market from AIM 
next week, although it said it 
had no immediate plans to 
raise fresh capital. The news 
came as the company 
reported a doubling of full- 
year profits to £2. 7m and said 
it planned to boost its 
number of health dubs from 
45 to 59 this yean with a 
longer-term target of 150. 


Telewest to launch digital television service 


TELE WEST, the cable operator; 
is planning to launch its digital 
cable television service before 
Christmas this yean 
Tdewest has placed an order 
for 100,000 set-to p box de coders 
from Pace Micro Tbchnotogy the 

deftaTflTirR tnanirfaffbir prTt hflg 

also selected software supplied 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 

by NCI, the joint venture be- 
tween the US technology giants 
Netscape and Oracle, to run the 
system. The move means the 
entire UK cable industry will be 
using the same standard for dig- 
ital services. 


Tbzy mslex Thlewesf s chief 
executive, confirmed that 
Telewest was having a “very 
positive dialogue" witii Cable & 
Wireless Communications 
about co-operating an digital 
services. HOwevec he denied the 

two were discussing a merger 

Analysts have long believed 


that the three cable operators 
will have to join together. 

Telewest is p lanning to 
la u nch a high-speed Internet 
service that could workthrough 
a personal computer or over the 
television. 

The news came as Telewest 
issued operating statistics 


which showed that in telephony 
Telewest’s penetration jumped 
percentage points to 3L6 per 
cent, while in cable television 
penetration was up 3.1 points to 
25.1 per cent. But the “churn” 
rate in telephony increased to 
2L5 per cent as British Telecom 
lured back customers. 


Stakis receives 
£lbn bid offer 


STAKIS, the hotel and casino 
group, yesterday revealed that 
it has received a £lbn bid 
approach, believed to have 
cone from Ladbroke, the hotels 
and bookmaking giant The ap- 
proach, pitched at around 140p 
per share, pushed Stakis shares 
23 per cent higher to 137p. 

Ladbroke declined to 
comment although analysts 
said it was fay far the most 
likely ladder after it failed with 
two key expansion moves last 
yean It bought the Coral chain 
of bookmakers but was forced 
to sefl them on by the regulatory 
authorities. It was also outbid by 
Bass for the Intercontinental 
hotels chain. 

Thlks between Ladbroke and 
Stakis are thought to have 
started some weeks ago and 
have proceeded on an amicable 
basis. Ladbroke is thought to be 
interested mreteiniagthe high- 
ty regarded Stakis manage- 
ment team, led by David 
Michels, chief executive. 

The deal would create a pow- 
erful hotel and casinos group 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 
AND NIGEL COPE 


with interests spanning five- 
star London hotels such as the 
Langham Hfltqn to provincial 
casinos in smaller towns. Stakis 
owns 51 provincial hotels and 
four hotels in London including 
toe Metropola. It also controls 
22 casinos and 67 Living Well 
health and fitness chibs. 

Ladbroke, which owns the 
Hilton name outside the US, has 
several top London hotels but 
just 22 mukmazket Hnton hotels 
outside the capital In casinos 
it owns some of the capital's 
glitzy venues such as Maxims 
in Kensington. 

A takeover of Stakis would 
provide a huge windfall for the 

fo unding S takis family nrhn stifl 

control around 5 per cent of the 
shares. The group was founded 
in 1942 by Sir Reo Stakis, a 
Greek Cypriot who moved to 
Glasgow and started out selling 
his mother's lace. Ladbroke 
shares dosed 425p lower at 
238.75p. 


TSB 

Base Rate 

With effect from the 
start of business on 
Friday 5th February 1999 
and until further notice, 
TSB Base Rate is decreased 
from 6.00% p.a. 
to 5.50% p.a. 

All facilities (including regulated consumer 
credit agreements) with a rate of interest linked 
to TSB Base Rate will be varied accordingly. 
wvw.tsb.co.uk 

0©© 


Part of the Lloyds TSB Group 


TSB Barit Pfc. 71 Lcrtart Sw* Lmtae EC3P 3BS. 

ISB Baft Scottwl Hefrv Dmeaittaoe, 120 George Start. Ednbugn EH2 «ji 
Res afco b Hi SanuJLnM. 


IN 7HE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION - 
COMPANIES COURT 
No 7226 Of 1998 

In the Matter of 
MERCURY WORLD 
MINING TRUST pte 

and 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Order Of the High 
Court of Justice (Chancery 
Dmaon) dated 37th January 
1999 confirming the reduction 
of the share premium account 
and share capital of the 
above-named Company pv 
£233,230,284.20 and Ihe 
Mriute approved by the Court 
showing with respect to the 
capita as altered the several 
particulars required by ihe 
above Act were registered by 
the Registrar of Compares 
on 29th January 1909 

Dated this 5tti day of 
February 1999 

& SJmmons 
21 Wilson Street 
London EC2M 2TX 
Tet 0171-028 2020 
Raf: 5FSAJ56888/RES, , SVW 
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ECB looks increasingly out of step 


TWO CENTRAL banks have dedd- 
“iterest rates un- 

the past two days - the 

HLf 6 * 3 ^ 1 Reserve and the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank. There is, 
howevei; a world of difference in 
“irrespective inactivity. 

Tne Ffed has done a truly re- 
markable job of testing the limits of 
tow inflation growth. Rates have 
been left unchanged despite the 5 
percent-phis growth rate the econ- 
omy has displayed in recent 
months. Although some econo - 
«usts are starting to mutter that 
Alan Greenspan might have to 
think about raising interest rates 
quite soon to slow the pace of 
growth and, more important, halt 
the stock market bubble, all agree 
that the US has displayed a spec- 
tacular and long-lasting combina- 
tion of high growth, low 
unemployment and low inflation 

Euro interest rates are lower; at 
3 per cent, but then the European 
economy is a sad specimen by 
comparison. Inflation is zero but un- 
employment is stuck above 11 per 
cent on average and the long-await- 



Outlook 


ed recovery in growth is threaten- 
ing to go into reverse. All the recent 

news from the mainlan d hne p^wnt. 

ed to the need, or at least the 
scope, for looser monetary policy. 
However; the ever less impressive 
Wim Duisenbexg said « g?in yes- 
terday that be sees no need yet to 
cut loan costs. 

The Bank of England ’s unex- 
pected activism puts it firmly in the 
Fed school of monetary policy Its 
statement made dear that it sees 
the inflation target of 2i> per cent 
as symmetric - being too fer below 


is as bad as being too far above. 
Given the n ncwfe»n external envi- 
ronment and the absence of infla- 
tionary pressures, there was no 
reason not to cut rates by more than 
expected. Growth gets a boost with, 
according to most forecasts, little 

inflatio nary *|«ngAi» 

It might yet turn out that both the 
Ffed and the Bank of England have 
cut too fan In the case of the US, 
there is growing gloom about the 
sustainability of the expansion, and 
its reliance on a buoyant stock 
market Some W Street bears crit- 
icise the Fed’s loose policyforpuff- 
ingup the slot* market bubble. The 
pessimistic scenario is that if in- 
flationary bottlenecks do emerge, 
the fhd will have to raise rates, the 
market will crash and there will be 
a much steeper slowdown than 
there would have been under a 
more cautious interest rate policy. 

La the UK, meanwhile, there is 
wide disagreement not just about 
the outlook for the economy but also 
about how it is pe rih m ri og right now. 
Almost invariably in the past 30 
years, rapid falls in interest rates 


have had to be equally rapidly re- 
versed. The hope is that this char- 
acteristic has changed under the 
new pofiqy arran^ments, but th ere 
is always the danger it has not 
In both cases, it is possible to 
argue that the monetary authorities 
have taken risks with inflation, al- 
beit chi a lesser scale than in the 
past But to mate the argument is 

to highlight the contrast between the 
Anglo-Saxon and Continental ap- 
proaches. Turn it around and it is 
possible to argue that the ECB is 
faking an equaDy reckless risk with 
jobs and growth. Central banka's 
are bound to make mistakes. The 
question is which mistake it ought 
to be at a time when the world is in 
financial crisis and prices are sta- 
ble or falling. Just to pose the ques- 
tion is to know the answer. 


BMW’s dog 


IT IS hard not to feel a certain 
schadenfreude as Bernd Pischet- 
sriedes; the boss of BMW stares into 
the abyss. When he bought Rover 


in 1994 for a price which seemed 
fancy even then, there was an ar- 
rogance in his assumption that 
German efficiency could do for 
Rover what bOtens of pounds of tax- 
payers’ money and a spell under 
British Aerospace’s ownership had 
singularly failed to achieve. 

Five years and £3bn of invest- 
ment latei; far from turning Rover 
around, the old dog looks like being 
the nemesis of its master BMW has 
suffered the humiliation of seeing 
its profits fall for the first time in 
years, not because its own brand is 
faltering, but because of the black 
hole over here into which it has 
been pouring funds. 

Whilst itis hardy yet accurate to 
say that the vultures are circling. 
BMW would be snapped up by any 
number of bigger and hungr ier 
predators if only the Quandt fami- 
ly could be persuaded to seQ. The 
sale of Vblvo to Fiord makes the 
world an even lonelier place for the 
likes of BMW which is now re- 
garded as a minnow in motoring 
terms, even though it chums out 
more than a millio n cars a year. 


When he took charge. Mr Pis- 
chetsrieder, spoke dreamily of the 
golden days of British motoring 
and evoked images of evetyone dri- 
ving around once again in 
Wolseleys and Rileys. And indeed 
the new Rover 75, a retro version 
of the stylish saloons of the late 
1950s, is, by all accounts going 
down a storm with the motoring 
press test driving the cor out in 
Spain. 

But itis more likely to be Mr Pis- 
chetsrieder's swansong than 
Rover's salvation. The real gap in 
the marque's line up is a model that 
can compete credibly in the medi- 
um segment of the market where 
Rover is woefully represented by 
the 200-400 series. 

Mr Pischetsrieder's rumoured 
successor Wolfgang Reitzle, has no 
such sentimental attachments to 
weigh him down. Indeed anyone 
who spotted bis cameo perfor- 
mance in the TV series “When 
BMW met Rover", will recall a 
cold-eyed fellow whose schedule 
definitely had no room for the 
film-wrapped German sausage 


and sauerkraut so lovingly pre- 
pared by the Rover dinner ladies 
at Canley. 

The unions fear Mr Reitzle is the 
type who could close Longbridge 
down, tell Tony Blair to keep his 
£30Qm in aid and switch production 
to Hungary without so much as a 
blink. That would mean 15.000 job 
losses, minimum, and the first 
real test of Mr Blair’s New Labour 
free market rhetoric. 


RAC cockup 


IT WAS perhaps to be expected that 
an investigation characterised by 
cockups should end with one final 
humdinger of a mistake. 

Yes, tile Monopolies and .Merg- 
ers Commission managed to mis- 
spell the name or the American 
company it was investigation on the 
front of yesterday's report con- 
cerning the RAC takeover. The 
name Cendant was spelt Sedan i. 
Last night an embarrassed DTI 
was hurriedly recalling copies and 
ordering a reprint. 


PowerGen’s 
£1.5bn sale 
exceeds 
best hopes 


■m 


POWERGEN is set to raise up 
to £l.5bn from the sale of two 
of its coal-fired power stations 
-far more than the auction had 
been expected to raise. 

Five bidders have submitted 
offers for the stations - Ferry- 
bridge and Fiddler’s Fterry - all 

of which are well in excess of 
the reserve price of £900m orig- 
inally indicated by FowerGen. 

Tra ding the bidders are the 
nudear generator; British En- 
ergy, and the recently merged 
Scottish and Southern Energy. 
Mission Energy of the US, 
which bought the National-. 
Grid’s pumped storage power 
stations, has also submitted a 
bid, as has John Devaney the 
former chairman of Eastern. 

The fifth bidder is thought to 
be the US utility Entergy which 
recently sold London Electric- 
ity to Electricity de France for 
£l.9bn. Centrica, the trading 
arm of the former British Gas, 
has not made a bid. 

The sale of the two stations, 
which have a combined output 
of 4,000 megawatts, is due to be 
completed in April The sale 

was forced ora PcwerGen by the 

electricity regulator in return 
for approval to buy Blast Mid- 
lands Electricity. 

Once East Midlands is fully 
bedded in FowerGen, led by 

chairman Ed Wallis, is expect- 
ed to make the purchase of 
another regional electricity 


By Michael Harrison 


company its priority. It is also 
looking at further overseas 
expansion and has targeted 
India, Thailand and China, 
where it could buy generating 
plant that is already running. 

PowerGen also remains 
interested in a US acquisition 
despite the failure to puft off the 
flObn merger of equals with 
Houston Industries. The deal 
was called offlast summer just 
four days before it was due to 
be signed. FowerGen bad even 
-completed the corporate staff 
video explaining the rationale 
far the merger 

Meanwhile the new energy 
regulator; Callum McCarthy, 
said Scottish Power may have 
to hive off its Scottish supply 
and transmission business into 
a completely separate compa- 
ny to gain approval for its 
acquisition of the US electrici- 
ty company PadfiCoip. 

Southern Electric and Scot- 
tish Hydro-Electric agreed to 
hive off their generating activi- 
ties within three years as a con- 
dftsoraofbeingaltowed to merge. 

In a consultative document, 
Mr McCarthy said Scottish 
Power’s US deal raised con- 
cerns about its ability to fund its 
UK operations. He said safe- 
guards might have to be put in 
place to prevent resources 
being diverted elsewhere. 


Adecco to form 
IT staffing giant 
with £167m buy 


lADECCO, the Swiss staffing 
'giant, plans to become a world 
leader in the computer staffing 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 


yesterday of Delphi, the 
troubled IT recruitment firm, 

for £1 67m. . , . 

The offer; which mdudes a 
final dividend of l5p, values 
Delphi at 565p a share in cash, 

more than double its low point 
at the end of last year but stm 

well below the shares’ all-hme 
high of sOSpmlW^tiie dose 
j _ a ,4nsw\ csirl it owned 


OTuauuicvw*— ” _ . r . 

for 29.9 per cent of I>elpm 

shares, which ended up 573p at 
The deal is a big step forward 

. . u .uhirinn frn hcrfime 


vestors - Delphi is still the 
largest IT recruitment agency 
in the UK, with sales of £277m 
in the year to December 1997. 
IT recruitment companies 

have taken a beating in the City 

recently as investors have 
become concerned about a 
slowdown in demand for 
contractors as the preparafams 
for the are 

completed. 

However; John Bowmer; 
Adecco’s chief executive, re- 


Tne deal is a wg » wv “ 
in Adecco’s ambition to become 
the world leader in thefest- 
growing IT recruitment 

industry. “The industry is con- 
.. ... 1 Umaa hpon a 


tnausuy- an®"*——* — 

validating and we 
^iqjor consolidator; said John 
Bowmer, Adecco s chief 
executive. . , . 

Adecco is one of the 


*.6toand 

-. r mrnm luct 



year. iu> 

Jonattan Wren, the tantong 
and insurance recruitment 
specialist. 

Despite Ks recent woes - 


Despite ns *«-*=*“ 

when mis-mauagernent de- 
stroyed its credibility with m- 


waspuwv uu»v> — 

midst of a technological revo- 
lution gfrnilar to the industrial 
revolution,” he said. “The tech- 
nology is here to stay.” 

Mr Bowmer said consolida- 
tion was bang prompted by 

large companies whkii were atr 

tempting to reduce their sup- 
pliers. “Big firms want to have 

a gjmflar service around the 

world. We can offer them a one- 

stop-shop,” he said- _ 

Tony Reeves, Delphi s chief 
executive, will be in charge of 
Adecco's IT staffing operations 
in Europe and wffl lead rts 
gtxategy in IT recruitment He 
stressed that none of Delphi's 
staff would lose their jobs as a 
result of toe deal. 
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X With the newly launched Xerox DocuPrmt 
XJ6C Colour Inkjet printer you get high 
quality photoreal prints at a price that’ll 
make you look again. 

While separate colour ink cartridges mean 
you can replace individual colours, as you need them- 
m aking it just as inexpensive to run. 

To find your local stockist call 0800 434 1 37 now. 
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BUSINESS/21 


US dampens 
Footsie’s rate 
cut excitement 


TIffiRE WAS a time when a 
balf-a-point base rate cut 
would have seat Footsie soar- 
ing into the stratosphere -not 
these days. 

IVue, the index was at one 
time up 101 points. Yet by the 
dose it looted decidedly un- 
certain, nursing a 0.4 Call at 
5,939.9. 

The truism that it is better 
to travel than arrive was one 
reason for the grudging re- 
sponse by blue chips. Anoth- 
er was that at least part of the 

interest rate decrease bad 
already been discounted. 

But it was New York, once 
again exerting its dominant in- 
fluence, which was the major 
killjoy. Britain may be part of 
the European Union and may 
be reluctantly forced to em- 
brace the euro but it is still 
America which rules stock 
market sentiment 

The Dow Jones Average, 
during London hours, wob- 
bled on worries about today’s 
US employment figures as 
well as suggestions of a cred- 
it tightening, and poor old 
Footsie took fright 
The rest of the market al- 


Market 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


A COMPANY called EMU 
Capital, related to 
investor Rod die 
Thompson, has turned one 
of the smaller fiud 
management groups into a 
nice little earner. 

It acquired 25.47 per 
cent ofEariake at 250p a 
share last year. The 
shares have now been sold 
on - at 390p - producing a 
profit of £835,000. The 
buyer is a German fiud 
manager, \fclue 
Management and 
Research. Fhriake shares, 
hoping for a bid, rose lQp 
to385p. 


were pulled into the bid frame. 
Swan Hin, a construction 
group, jumped 23p to 685p 
after reporting approaches 
and Chemring, a defence 
group that has had a difficult 
time, surged 43p to 149p as a 
bidder materialised. 

Delphi, a computer group, 
firmed a farther 57.5p to 550p 
as Adecco, a Swiss group, 
duly bid 550p. 

Photobition, the display 
materials group, was 28p bet- 
ter at 26 Op after refusing to in- 
crease a bid. Its offer for 
printer Wace, trumped by 
Schawk, a US group, lapsed; 
as a consolation prize it took 
over for film Service Visual, 
a graphic display company. 

EMI, the showbiz group, 
was top of the Footsie pops, 

s pinning 32 p hi ghpr tn 43ftp as 

Warburg Dillon Read up- 
graded to buy Goldman Sachs 
lifted Carlton Communica- 
tions 25J5p to 656.5p although 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


share price, pence 


GRE, the insurer; fell 6.75p 
to 357^p with bidder Sun Life 
& Provincial off28Jjp to 501p. 

There is speculation that Surf s 
weakness could yet prompt a 
counterbid. When the bid was 
made it valued GRE at around 
390p; after Sun's retreat the 
value is some 370p. 

Smi th Klin e Beecham 
rose 32p to 835.5p on reports 
the drugs group was on the 
verge of selling its pharma- 
ceutical services division to a 
drugs retailec 

Oils were in better shape as 
the crude price edged ahead 
and some upbeat analytical 
comments appeared in the 
US. In busy trading BP 
Amoco Hared 26p to 89lp, 
and SheQ, for long in the dol- 
drums, put on 12 J5p to 323p. 

Scottish Media improved 
42J>p to 865p. It said it was 

cnnsifWmg fy tirmg nwr fo; 9f) 

per cent shareholding in 
GMTVC There are reports that 
Scottish Media and GMTV's 
other minor shareholder, 
Guardian Media, are plan- 
ning to sell their holdings to 
the two major shareholders, 
Carlton Communications and 


though finishing below best 
levels, displayed more reso- 
lution with the mid cap and 
small cap indices continuing 
their New Year run. 

The search for value on the 
under card, aided and abetted 
by yet more takeover activity 
lifted tbe mid cap 19.4 to 
5,232.6 and the small cap 18-9 
to 2,201.4. 

Only one mid cap con- 
stituent, casino and hotel 
group s ta iris , actually col- 
lected a bid, a signalled I40p 
a share offer from an uniden- 
tified suitor, possibly Lad- 
broke although Whitbread is, 
in some quarters, regarded as 
a possible outsider The 
shares rose 26p to 137p. 

There was no shortage of 
rumoured candidates for bid 
attention. BICC, the cable 
and construction group, made 
further headway, up 4^p to 
82.5p in busy trading. Engi- 
neer FKI hardened 13p to 
I69p and chemical groups 
British Vita, 165p to 228.5p. 
and Croda International, lip 
to 2565p, were othere swept 
up in speculative activity. 

Airtoors, where a bid from 
its big US shareholder Car- 
yuval Corporation, is always a 
possibility, rose 355p to42L5p. 
and First Choice ll.5p to 
141. 5p. Packaging group 

David S Smith, up 3.5pto 
119p, was another rumoured 
to be on a hit iisL 

Two small cap companies 



FMAMJ i ASONDJ F 


the US investment house had 
less luck with BT After it in- 
creased its target- price to 
LlOOp. the telecom giant’s 
shares soared 40p; but at the 
dose they were down 3 Jp at 
950 .5p. 

Most telecoms were hit by 
New York's weakness al- 
though Cable & Wireless 
rose 33p to 8655p as its One 
2 One service picked up its two 
millionth customec doubling 
in little more than a year. 

The outbreak of a bread 
price war sliced Tesco 4J25p 
to I87.5p but made little im- 
pact on other supermarkets 
with Asda, drawing support 
firomHSBC,up3-5ptol59.75p, 
and J Sainsbury, trading 
statement today, 0.5p firmer at 
429p. Safeway, with its com- 
ments on trading on Monday 
gained I0.75p to 29ip. 

BTRSiebemade its debut 
at 2532>p, up 3.5p, although 
HSBC lowered its profit fore- 
cast to £L05bn from ELlhn 
and to £l.22bn from £L28bn. 

Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries firmed 9p to 527p on 
its widely predicted results. 


EASYSCREEN. a little 
known company providing 
dealing systems for 
futures and options 
markets, is the current 
Ofex stan 

Its shares arrived on 
the fringe, lightly 
regulated market at 167p 
four weeks ago. They have 
been in demand since. 
Although directors say 
this week thqy sold 60,000 
shares at 330p and 370p to 
meet market demand, the 
price continues to move 
higher; yesterday it rose a 
further 45p to its best yet, 
435p. 


Granada.,... ^ 

Trafficmaster accelerat- 
ed 89p to 641 -5p after the 
company concluded a five- 
year deal to supply traffic in- 
formation to the AA. It sup- 
plies a variety of products, 
from small screens to pagers, 
which can be fitted in cars. 
The deal should provide a 
substantial yearly fee, around 
£3m in the first year; as well 
as revenue from the AA’s use 
of the data. 

Another vehicle group, 
Torotrak,wasbackon the up- 
road, gaining l2^p to 95p. 
The multi gearbox maker has 
been in reverse for most of the 
time since it was demerged 
from BTG last summer. It 
started quoted life at 300p 
and last month was down to 
65p. But suggestions of major 
deals with car maters are 
going the rounds and some 
expect a statem e nt of a new 
link up next week. 

Stockbroker Durlacher, 
specialising in high-tech 
sharpy more than tripled in- 
terim profits but its shares 
shaded I2.5p to 800p. 

Other stockbrokers, how- 
ever; took heart NKP, owning 
Teather & Greenwood, spurt- 
ed 37.5p to a I35p peak. BWD 
rose 3.5p to 291.5p and Walk- 
er Crips Weddle Beck 2p to 
87p_ 

SEAQ VOLUME: l.2bn 
SEAQ TRADES: 75^62 
GILTS INDEX: 115.78 -031 


INVESTMENT 


ICI aims to cut debt 
mountain by £700m 


ICI YESTERDAY set itself the 
target of reducing its debt 
mountain by £700m this year 
and achieving double-digit 
earnings in its speciality chem- 
icals, paints and materials busi- 
nesses in a bid to win back the 
confidence of the City. 

The company whose share 
price has plunged by almost 60 
per cent in the past year; said 
it was introducing tougher 
bonus targets for senior exec- 
utives and preparing radical 
cutbacks in support operations. 

Brendan O'Neill ICTs new 
chief executive, said strength- 
ening the balance sheet was the 
top priority this year after a 
series of setbacks in 1998 when 
US regulators blocked asset 
disposals worth £lbn. 

ICTs aim is to reduce debt 
from £43bn to £33bn. Mr 
O’Neill said Id still intended to 
meet its target of raising £5bn 
from disposals to help pay for 
the £4.9bn acquisition of 
Unilever’s speciality chemicals 
business in 1997. 

But he gave no indication as 
to when Id's remaining 
industrial chemicals business- 
es in Runcorn and Wilton would 
be sold, or how quickly it could 
resurrect the $lbn disposal of 
its Tiaxide pigments business. 

The targets for individual 
b adness es are tn r»i-SP margins 
to 25 per cent in speciality 
chemicals. 10 per cent or more 


Bv Michael Harrison 

in materials and 9 per cent in 
paints and decorative coatings. 

The final aim is to cut bor- 
rowing to 30 to 40 per cent of 
market capitalisation, now 
£3.8bn - less than it paid for the 
Unilever businesses. As mar- 
gins improve, interest pay- 
menls would be covered four to 
five times by earnings, Mr 
O’Neill projected 

He was speaking as ICI 
reported a 17 per cent fell in 
pre-tax, pre-exceptional profits 
last year to £32lm and con- 
firmed it would maintain the 
dividend at 32p. At that level tbe 
dividend is not covered by earn- 
ings. The net interest charge 
was up by £8lm tn £332m, while 
the strong pound and Asian 
downturn together knocked 
£100m from profits. ICI shares 
rose 2 per cent to 528p. Analysts 
are pencilling in full-year prof- 
its for 1999 of around £300m. 

Alan Spall, ICI finance 
director, said that for now div- 
idend policy remained “steady 
as she goes”. Some analysts 
befieve ICI win seek to maintain 
the dividend until it has sold its 
last bulk chemicals businesses 
- the petrochemical division on 
Teesside and the chlorine divi- 
sion at Runcorn. After that it 
could cut the payout to bring it 
into line with higherrated rivals 
such as Ciba and Clariant 


ICI: AT A GLANCE 


Mj;ke: vjIup. £3 3bn. share price 5?7p ( + 9p| 

Trading record 19d4 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Turnover (£bnl 9.2 10.3 10-5 H.O 9 3 

Profit for the year (£m) 408.0 927.0 498.0 513 0 293 0 
Earnings per share tp) 26.0 73.9 37.9 35.7 26 7 

Dividends per share (p) 27 5 30.0 32.0 32 0 32.0 



199495 96 97 981999 


Mr O'Neill dismissed the 
idea that ICI could not survive 
as an independent company 
and said it had received no 
takeover approaches from rival 
chemical groups. 

Both main speciality chem- 
icals businesses turned in high- 
er profits, with National Starch 
recording its 29th successive 
year of growth and the Quest 
food flavourings and fragrances 
division increasing margins to 


13 per cent. The industrial 
chemicals division cut losses 
from £98m to £4 lm on turnover 
down by 26 percent to £2.46bn. 

Mr O’Neill said the move into 
speciality chemicals meant that 
ICTs capital spending would fell 
to about £375m a year com- 
pared with £750m in the old ICL 

ICI was planning to make 
bolt-on acquisitions, he said, but 
these would be small and care- 
fully selected. 


Brewing still a problem for Bass 


THE TRADING statement from 
Bass yesterday was essentially 
a mixed assortment with the 
hotels and leisure divisions 
doing better than some City 
expectations but brewing still 
proving a problem. 

The hotels division, which 
has been boosted by last year’s 
acquisition of Inter-Continental 
Hotels, has been riding the back 
of the strong US consumer 
economy. 

Revenue per available room 
in the Holiday Inn business was 
up by 6.7 per cent in the first 16 
weeks of Bass’s financial year. 

Inter-Continental is also 
doing well with figures up by 9 
per cent on the same basis. 
However some analysts were 
disappointed that they were not 
able to upgrade full-year profit 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

forecasts as most of tbe addi- 
tional hotel profits are being re- 
invested. particularly in 
upgrading systems. 

Elsewhere the picture was 

irmpri, although the longer-term 
picture is stiS attractive. The 
pubs and restaurants business, 
which includes Harvester AD. 
Bar One and 0*Neiirs, is per- 
forming in line, with food sales 
up by I per cent and drinks edg- 
ing up by 1 per cent However 
on a fike-fbr-fifee basis sales are 
down by 3.2 per cent 

The conundrum for Bass, 
chaired by Sir Ian Prossei; is that 
it has an international hotels 
business combined with an 
essentially UK brewing and pub 



Sir Ian Prosser: Looking 
to expand Bass overseas 

operation that is operating in 
mature markets. The UK beer 
market remains difficult and 
this showed in Bass’ figures, with 
on-trade sales down 22 percent 


in current trading and off-trade 
sales down over 13 per cent as 
the group is not prepared to 
sacrifice margins to buy sales. 

Bass has tried to expand 
overseas by buying the Staro- 
pramen brewer in the Czech Re- 
public. But the acquisition has 
not gone well. 

On the plus side Bass’s 
strong portfolio iff brands, both 
in drinks and in pubs and restau- 
rants, will stand it in good stead 
if consumer spending is kick- 
started by lower interest rates- 

Assuming fall-year profits of 
about £680m, the shares -down 
3p to 853.5p - trade on a forward 
multiple of 14. John Beaumont, 
drinks analyst at Merrill Lynch 
rates the stock an “accumu- 
late” indicating an expected rise 
of around 10 per cent in the year 


Cammell 
profits 
steam up 
to £4.7m 

By Clifford German 


CAMMELL LAIRD, (he one-hir.c 
shipbuilder for Cunard that 
has survived as a ship repair 
and conversion specialist, 
made more profit in the s:\ 
months to the end of October 
than in the whole of the previ- 
ous year. 

Turnover in the first half 
quadrupled to £4 1 8m and prof- 
its more than trebled to £4.7m. 
in spite of a £500.800 charge for 
training costs included in the 
figures. 

Cammell Laird Mrrscys:ue 
enjoyird a record six months on 
the back of strong demand 
from the off-share oil and ferry 
markets. The strong perfnr 
mancc continued into the third 
quarter, the forward worklcjd 
Is close to C-tom ami the varus 
are operating at close to full 
capacity 

Much of the workload is 
related to tlie off shore oil sector, 
but it Ls concentrated mainly on 
deep-water exploration work 
which Ls less susceptible to the 
drop in oil prices than shallow - 
water wnrk or production from 
marginal fields. 

Cammell has yet to show it 
can break into the really big- 
ticket work, but labour costs arc 
40 percent lower than those of 
its continental competitors. 

Juan Kelty. the chairman, 
said world trade was continu- 
ing to expand regardless of 
the economic climate, which 
had affected the rate of growth 
but had not halted it 

Cammell Laird Gibraltar's 
recent quality accreditation 
will allowit to expand its repair 
activities and refit cruise ships. 
The acquisition of Wear Dodk 
yard and Tyne Dock Engi- 
neering came too late to have 
much effect on the figures, but 
should flow through to results 
by early summer. 

Brokers yesterday upgraded 
forecasts for the current year 
to £9.<m and earnings of 32.1p 
a share, although forecasts for 
the year after remain 
unchanged at £i5.4m and 42.7p 
a share in view of the difficulty 
of forecasting demand. 

The shares fell lOp to 700p 
yesterday but they have almost 
trebled over the past 12 
months. At 17 times forecast 
earnings, however, they look 
expensive. 


Bennett set to PEOPLE AND 
hunt IT heads BUSINESS 


ONE OF the four senior execu- 
tives who left ING Barings last 
autumn has popped up at the 
information technology 
recruitment firm JM. Peter 
Bennett left the investment 
bank after three years as global 
chief operating officer He had 
been brought in from UBS to 
rebuild Barings' back-office 
operations after the Nick Lee- 
son disaster 

Then last year ING Barings 
suffered big losses in emerging 
manusi.- «nd brought in David 
Robins, a former colleague of 
Mr Bennett at UBS, to be a 
“new broom” chief executive. 

Mr Bennett says: “I had 
already made my mind up to 
leave. I was disenchanted with 
investment banking - I’d been 
doing it for far too long. Mr 
Robins needed someone to 
make a new start with.” 

Mr Bennett, who was once a 
systems analyst with IBM back 
in the 1968s, is now head of JNTs 
IT headhunting operations. 


BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



Hedging bets 

PEOPLE HAVE got it all wrong 
about hedge funds. They seem 
to think such funds are there to 
smash up currencies. Witness 
the gasps of horror this week 
when Aimimo Fraga, the man- 
aging director of Soros Rind 
Management, was named as 
president of the Brazil Central 
Bank. 

This is a gross misconcep- 
tion. Central banks and hedge 
funds have very dose relation- 
ships tbe world oveq as is 
shown by another appointment 
this week. 

Klaus Regeling, a senior 
official with the German 
Finance Ministry, has joined 
Moore Capital, one of the 
world’s top five hedge funds. 


Mr Regeling had been work- 
ing on European policy for 
Oskar Lafontaine’s ministry, 
and is now expected to do some 
“high level schmoozing" for the 
Newlfork-based hedge fund, ac- 
cording to a City source. 

Persaud stays 

AVINASH PERSAUD, one Of the 
highest rated currency analysts 
in the City has changed his mind 
over going to Boston to join Put- 
nam Investments. A spokesman 
for the former JP Morgan high 
flyer says that “a personal glitdi 
came up late in the day and he’s 
not going after all". 

It’s a pity as Mr Persaud has 
already left JP Morgan, where 
he was head of currency 
research, as I wrote a fortnight 


ago. Putnam, one of the world's 
oldest and biggest fund man- 
agers, says it is seeking to fill Mr 
Persaud’s job “as a matter of 
urgency”. 

Acronym panic 

SARAH MODLOCK of the 
Financial Services Authority 
<FSA) press office was some- 
what nonplussed this week 
when someone phoned up ask- 
ing for Howard Davies's views 
on tbe Glenn Hoddle contro- 
versy. 

Ms Modlock says she knew 
the FSA head was a keen fan of 
Manchester City but was sur- 
prised that he was rated as 
such a football expert. 

Then something occurred 
to her. “Don't you mean David 
Davies, the chairman of the 
Football Association (FA)?" she 
asked. “Oh, 1 don't know, IH 
have to call back," the caller 
muttered. 

Minutes later the caller 
came back and said that, yes, 
they had meant David Davies 
of the FA. So who was the con- 
fused questioner? Ms Mod- 


lock's lips are sealed, she says, 
in order “to protect the daft". 

She adds that the FSA is now 
girding itself for calls to the 
Fbotball Supporters Association 
(FSA) over the price of tickets 
and the Fbod Standards Agency' 
(FSA) “over dodgy pork pies”. 

ICI talent show 

ANALYSTS ARRIVING for ICI's 
annual results briefing yester- 
day were surprised to see the 
outgoing chairman. Sir Ronnie 
Hampel, take the podium 
instead of Charles Miller 
Smith, who had been named 
successor only the day before. 

Sir Ronnie assured the 
assembled City scribblers that 
they were witnessing “neither a 
resurrection, nor a reincarna- 
tion". Mr Miller Smith was Hat 
on his back in bed with flu. All 
of which meant that ICI's new- 
chief executive. Brendan 
O’Neill, had to deliver the main 
presentation. Is there no end to 
this man’s talents? 

E-mail- j.wiUcockvi indepen- 
dentco.uk 



FOREIGN exchange PATES 


Country 


Sterling 

Spat 


1 month 3 month 





UK 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
DenmarK 
Euro 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hong Kong 
Ireland 
inly 

Japan 
Malaysia 

Mexico :Vo5a 

Netherlands 3.1 184 
New Zealand 2 964* 

Norway 

SSL # 

SS""" 3 i:$3 



1.0000 
2.9259 
19.971 
58.547 
2.4508 
10.791 
1.4512 
8.6293 
9 520 
2.3386 
466.40 
12.703 
1.1430 
2810.2 
183.55 
6.2293 
16.607 


2.5249 

19.958 

58.438 

2.4497 

10.774 

1.8534 

8.6133 

9.502 

2.8333 

468.00 

12.700 

1.1409 

2804.9 

182.81 

6.3539 

3.1924 

2.9638 

12.561 

290.43 

6.1539 

2.7563 

9.9896 

241.03 

12.860 

2.3165 


2.5233 
19.937 
58.206 
2.4479 
10.740 
1.8S82 
8.5788 
9.465 
2.8221 
471.48 
12.714 
1 1363 
2793.9 
181.22 
6.5492 

3.1798 

2.9630 

12.592 

289.28 

6.1697 

2.7433 

10.1603 

240.0B 

12.813 

2.3002 


Dollar 

Spot 

0.6100 
1.5408 
12.183 
35.715 
1.4950 
6.5835 
0.8853 
5.2640 
5.8075 
1.7316 
284.51 
7.7489 
0.6973 
1714.3 
11157 
3.8000 
10.1305 
1.9510 
0.5530 
7.6495 
177.50 
3.7507 
1,6870 
6.0450 
147.31 
7. 8580 
1.4179 
1.0000 


1 month 3 mouth Eliro 


0.6103 

1.5410 

12.181 

35.667 

1.4951 

6.5760 

0.8840 

5.2570 

5.7996 

1.7292 

285.64 

77514 

1.4361 

1711.9 

111.57 

3.8780 

1.9484 

1.8089 

7.6663 

177.26 

3.7560 

1.6822 

6.0970 

147.11 

7.8487 

1.4138 


0.6108 

1.5411 

12.177 

35.550 

1.4951 

6.5597 

0.8811 

5.2396 

5.7609 

1.7237 

287.96 

7.7654 

1.4409 

1706.4 

110.69 

4.0000 

1.9421 

1.8097 

7.6908 

176.68 

3.7682 

1.6755 

6.2055 

146.63 

7.8255 

1.4049 


0.6891 

1.7405 

13.7603 

40.340 

1.6888 

7.4356 

1.0000 

5S457 

6.5596 

13558 

321.38 

17532 

0.7876 

193627 

126.481 

42925 

11.4434 

22037 

2.0427 

8.6409 

200.48 

42368 

13056 

63284 

166.386 

8.8764 

1.6017 

O.B853 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


Sterling 

1.6393 
23343 
13.569 
5 6.02 6 
5.5944 
3B76.9 
361.02 
69.605 
14179 9 
0.4963 
142.13 


Dollar Country 


1.0000 
1.7900 
6.2774 
32 957 
3.4127 

2365.0 
220.23 
42.460 

8650.0 
0.3020 
86.700 


Oman 

Pakistan 

FNB0M« 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

South Korea 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turtey 

DAE 


Sterling 

0.6310 

84.391 

63.113 

6.0482 

5.9662 

38113.7 

1918.0 

52.882 

60.269 

552755 

6.0212 


Dollar 

0.3850 

51.480 

38-500 

3.6895 

3.6395 

23250.0 

1170.00 
32259 
36.765 

337150 

3.6731 


UK 

Base 5.50% 

European Central Bank 
O/N Marginal. 50% 

Q/N Facility 2-00% 

Repo 3.00% 

C nrwufa 

Prime 6.75% 


INTEREST RATES 

Discount 

5.25% 

*epo(Aue) 

3*0% 

Denmark 


Japan 


Discount 

3.25% 

Discount 

0.50% 

US 


Switzerland 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.13% 

Fed Funds 

4.69% 



Sweden 





BOND YIELDS 


Country 

Australia 

Belgium 

Canada 

Euro 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Nlands 

Spain 

Sweden 

Stand 

UK 

U5 


3 inch dig 

4.61 0.03 
259 0.00 
4.73 -0.01 
3.10 0.00 
3.10 0.00 
3.10 0.00 
3.00 0.00 
029 0.00 
3.10 0.00 
2.95 -0.01 

3.61 0.00 
129 0.06 
5.17 -0.18 
425 0.13 


i r 

dig 


dig 

5yr 

dig 

10 yr 

dig 

*.69 

0.03 

4.83 

0.00 

439 

0.03 

526 

0.04 

2.87 

0.00 

3.06 

0.04 

3.52 

006 

4.01 

0.07 

4.88 

-0.03 

4.87 

0.01 

4.96 

0.03 

5.09 

0.04 

3.02 

0.01 

2.98 

0.03 

3.34 

0.03 

3.80 

0.08 

2.8* 

•0.12 

3.03 

0.03 

3.37 

0.04 

3.90 

0.07 

3.02 

0.01 

2.98 

0.03 

3.27 

0.06 

3.80 

0.07 

2.96 

0.00 

3.10 

0.05 

3.42 

006 

4.03 

0.07 

0.31 

-0.05 

0.61 

-0.08 

1.44 -0.11 

227 

-0.14 

3.02 

0.01 

3.06 

0.03 

3.42 

0.09 

3.93 

0.09 

2.90 

0.00 

3.00 

0.03 

3.45 

0.05 

4.02 

0.07 

3.26 

0.01 

3.31 

0.01 

3.55 

0.03 

4.05 

0.04 

1J3 

0.04 

1.56 

0.00 

1.96 

0.05 

2.53 

0.08 

5.50 

0.00 

*.82 

■0.07 

4.33 

0.03 

4.27 

0.08 

*.*1 

0.18 

A. 77 

•0.07 

4.82 

-0.09 

4.91 

■0.09 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Treasury Bill 
LIBOR 

Domestic Depos 
EtiraaerUng Deps 
agbte Bank Bias 
Sterling CDs 
Eurodoaar CDs 
Eumiaw 


Oeenjght I week 1 month 3 months 6 months 1 year 
BU Otter Bid Offer BH Offer BH Offer Offer BU Offer 

5,40 5.30 
591 591 5.93 5.93 
4.75 523 528 5.63 5.63 5.56 
5 56 5.69 5.50 5.63 5.56 5.63 


5.27 5.17 

5.78 5.78 5.61 5.61 5.50590 

5.53 5.47 5 38 5.44 S.195J1 

5.47 590 S.34 5.00 5.255.31 

5.40 i30 5.30 5.20 5.15 5.05 

5.55 S 45 5.45 5.35 5.42 5.32 5.335.23 


4.77 


4.82 


494 


3.17 3.17 116 3.16 3.10 3.10 3.04 3 04 3 023 02 


| iwww.bIooiiiberg.com/uk source: Bloomberg] 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

Long GUt 

Mar-99 

118.63 

119.52 

5 Yr Git 

Mar-99 

109.31 


German Bund 

Mar- 99 

116 08 


Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

114.19 

11469 

Japan Gmt 80 

Mjr-99 

127.48 

12808 

3Mth5ter&tg 

Mar-98 

94.59 

94.61 


Jun-99 

94.85 

94.89 

3 Mth Euribor 

W>99 

96.92 

96.92 


Mar-99 

9638 

9699 


4pr-99 

97 02 


3Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.42 


3MthEwnm(ss 

Mar-99 

98 63 

98 65 


Apr-99 

98.50 

98.54 

3 Mth Euro Libor 

Feb-99 

9032 



Mar-99 

9698 

96.98 


Apr-99 

97 02 


FT5E10Q 

Mar-99 

5950 00 

6050.00 

| LIFFE FTSE 100 1NDE 


Low 


Est Boor Open 
volume Interest 


11B58 67023.00 106096.00 

63.00 

113.91 21592.00 45116.00 

137 37 2442.00 
94.36 82367.00 I8B607 00 
94.65102789.00 195202.00 
9690 630.00 535.00 

96 94 71230 00 95252 00 


98 59 18855 00 86140.00 

98.46 18314.00 4937800 
754 00 

9694 745300 16235200 

... 133749 00 
5918.00 29829.00 165545.00 


SenfementPUeB 5939.90 

ftab Ky 

Series Call Put Imp Vol Call Put 

5850 112 28 153 27 223 277 

5900 90 2B 181 26 196 301 

5950 69 27 212 25 172 330 

6000 51 26 246 25 151 359 


Call Put 
295 338 
264 359 
2*0 387 
217 *15 


Call Put 
3B1 *16 
351 *36 
325 461 
303 *89 


ENERGY AT S 3 0PM 


Brent Crude{$/harre!)Ga$ ofl( 5/tonne) wm Crude(S7baiTef) nroAns(S/tonne] 

H*E Last- Chi Vol K Ck sc Os lfei NYM Lasr Qtg Spot Cff lW &ir 

0 0*10536 W» 9b DO-2.75 6927 Mai 12.33 -Otfl &KOW95 11500 

12.45 -0 01 Naprnns 97 00 
12 SB -0 02 Gaud 10050 

12.71 -0.03 FvefCU(3.SiiI53.5Q 


Mai 1067-0 ( 

Apr 109000*11201 Mar 96.75-2.75 7800 Apr 
May 11 15-0.03 1655 Apr 9825-3.00 705 May 

Jun 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at S:Jopm 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHfl 

31 DEC 

■fcCHGYTD 

Index 

1970-100 

134.00 

0.18 

0.13 

21526 

-37.75 

Agricultural 

1970=100 

175.06 

-0.37 

-021 

23123 

-24.29 

Enetgy 

1983-100 

44.12 

0.05 

0.11 

B5.86 

-4R61 

Ind Metals 

1977-100 

127.25 

0.00 

0.00 

168.79 

-24.61 

L«stodi 

1970-100 

163.19 

128 

0.85 

191.03 

-14.57 

Free Metals 

1973-100 

389.00 

4.00 

1.04 

463.54 

-16.08 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


LME (S/cotme) 

Cash dig 

3 month 

Chg 

lme. node 

OlgR 

AJummxim HG 

1206 

1207 -3 50 

1210 

1220 

05 

F00075 

-..03 

Aluminium AUoy 

1035 

1040 -300 

1055 

1058 


94340 

•2'lZ I 

Copper A 

143B 

1439 10 50 

1465 

1465.5 

9 

665000 

7700 

Lead 

520 

521 25 00 

502 

503 

u 

105059 

-•20 

Nkkd 

4640 

*650 200.00 

4710 

4715 

200 

t'6012 

-is: 

Thi 

5200 

5205 50 00 

5175 

5130 

50 

:u55 

2!0 

Ztc 

1004 

1005 28 00 

1019 

1020 

36 

313150 

-4=0 

PRECIOUS METALS 

pm nx/S per oz . 

pm fU/£ per nz 


Coins IS] 


pay s rear s 

pays 




lear s 


ng eng Year's 


- CT fi tn & 


<h.-« 


Putin uni 352.50-2 00-36 50 PUBnum 215 85 -0 70-19 55 Kragrands 29093 :.7J 

Panjdwm 357.001 1.001 19 00 Palladium 2 18,60 7.25 74.60 S cm 72 30 

Stiver 5.62 0.08 -1.43 Sihrei 3 44 0 05 -0 83 Nobles 365 C5 
Gold 28725 0*0-10.90 Maple leal 294 05 -13 « 


AGRICULTURAL AT 5:30 PM 


Cocoa 

UFFE L unint 
MarS9 903210 
May9991 1-00 
Jul93 933.00 
Vol: *31 

white Sugar 
nm Slow 
MarSS 221.50 
May99 219.70 
Aug99 218.00 
Vbl: 579 


Coffee 
LIFFE 5.’temte 
Mir991 705.00 
May991 6*7.00 
JiiB9 1635.00 
W»: 197 

Freight 
LIFFE SIMA pi 
FH>99 830.00 
Mar99 865.00 
Apr99 925.00 
Vol: 36 


Barley 

LIFFE {,'iunne 
Mar99 78.00 
May99 79.25 
Sep99 77.50 
Vol: 

Wheat 

UFFE time 
Mart9 74 35 
May99 75.40 
Ju®9 77.40 
Vol: 100 


Potatoes 
LIFFE t tonne 
Mar99 250.00 
AprOT 314.00 
May99319.00 
Vol: 

Com* 

C 80 T Cent* 
Mart9 217.00 
May99223QQ 
Ju 199 227.75 
Vol: 3912 


Soya Beans* 
GOT 5 51. 
A0rt9 507.75 
May99511.75 
Jun99 Slfi.75 
Vol. 8175 

Lge Potatoes 
AlA < ? £ > kj 
Mar99 33.SQ 
May99 19.35 
Jul99 34.95 
Mali 56 


OTHER SPOTS *t s jqpm,' 


Apr Line Cattle (CME1 SrtDh fc 66 B3 
Feb Port Belles (CMEl5r40kb 58.92 
M» Orange bice (CTN) S/ISkfc 103.50 
Dec Mfc icsqysokfc 

Mar Oats (CB71 SSk bsh 10625 

May Flax (WCE)&/20m 


Mar WtKeMaoe [SAF] S lOQmt 638 20 


Feb Rubber 
Mar Cotton 
Mar Crude fcftn 
Mar Soya CM 


|1CM)Y. a K£ 78*0 
|CTN| SSOh b 59 35 
(MX) 5.25 m 1390.00 
iCaTlSWfcfc 21.28 


Feb WooRenVam fTCM) 5-500l.g 1 165 00 
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"ons Championship: Experienced coach has France ready for double campaign, which starts in Dublin tomorrow 

Confidence the key for Villepreux 
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Richard 

Williams 

the HOOKED nose, the stubble, the 
^general air erf a man for whom there 
is very little in life that could not be 
Improved by the accompaniment of 
a glass of house red; the older he 
gets, the more Pierre Villepreux 
comes to resemble the late Serge 
Gainsbourg. And this is probably the 
last person over the age of puberty 
anywhere in the world who can still 
get away with putting his baseball 
cap on backwards. 

At 54, the guru of French rugby 
is approaching the climactic test of 
his long and convoluted careen On 
Saturday at Lansdowne Road the 
team of which he is an assistant 
coach begins its two-stage journey 
through the Five Nations' Champi- 
onship, which holds out promise of 
a third consecutive Grand Slam, and 
the World Cup, in which France may 
be considered the most likely of the 
European nations to go all the way. 

This week, cm the d^y before their 
departure for Dublin, Villepreux 
was to be found prowling the lumpy 
turf of the Stade du Vieux Moulin in 
Rambouillet, taking his players 
through their practice routines, 
soon to be better known, thanks to 
its vast presidential castle, as the lo- 
cation of the Kosovo peace talks, 
Rambouillet is a quiet town 50 Mo- 
metres south of Paris and a few min- 
utes away from the squad’s training 
centre. Schoolchildren and local 
enthusiasts crowded the touchHne 
as the chosen XV faced their 
reserves, with a group of army in- 
ternationals making up the 
numbers. 

On a cold, dxy afternoon, the 
players ran through a sequence of 
15-man handling moves. Close sup- 
port was the message, along with 
swift transfer and unpredictable 
angles of running. Philippe Car- 
bonneau and Thomas Castaignede, 
the half-backs, moved from break- 
down to breakdown, flicking the 
ball out to the criss-crossing run- 
ners. From a distance, it looked like 
a demonstration of classic French 
improvisation. 

. “No,” Villepreux said, in a tone of 
wniable reproof. “Improvise is not 
me right word, I think. Improvisa- 
tion is something that happens 
when you have no sense of the sit- 
uation that you Vein. We want to give 
the players that sense, the ability to 
find a weakness in the defence of the 
other team. Improvisation, ibr me ifs 
too much dangerous. If you impro- 
vise. one player will see one thing 
and another will see something 
else. It doesn't work." 

Well, whatever it is, it looks as 
spontaneous and as pretty as it did 
in the days, between 1967 and 1972, 
when ViDepreux was winning his 34 
caps at full-back, even though the 
sense of tactical organisation is 
quite different. “It was much easier 
then,” he protested. But the mod- 
ern way seems every bit as faith- 
ful to the cherished legend of 
French flair. 

“Yes, yes, yes," he responded. Of 

course, the flair is one of the 
KUngths of French rugby. We have 




Pierre ViHepreux keeps his eye on a French training session at Wanderers in Dublin yesterday to ensure Gallic flair will not override organisation on the pitch tomorrow Billy StiddandJInpho 


to keep it and we have to give the 
players more confidence in this ca- 
pacity to create quickly problems for 
their adversaries.” 

That emphasis on confidence in- 
voked the occasional lack of mental 
strength that is another part of the 
French tradition, and which showed 
up before Christinas in a xiarrow de- 
feat at the hands of Australia. Some 
felt this result placed the Five Na- 
tions achievements into a truer per- 
spective, particularly with the TOirid 
Cup approaching, and France hop- 
ing to improve on their semi-final 
place in 1995. 

It had been an interesting game, 
Villepreux said. “First of all, because 
we learnt that we are not very far 
away from the level of the Southern 
Hemisphere. Secondly because if we 
had been able to play in the second 
half with the same discipline as in 
the first half, we would have won. 
Msdpiiiie is vital at the highest level. 
If s more important than ever to re- 
spect the rules. Tteams that dotft un- 
derstand that are penalising 
themselves. Against Australia, for a 
long time the French were not in- 
disciplined- Then it changed. It’s nec- 
essary to get serious on this 
question. 

“The problem for the French 

team is to say, ‘OK, we are strong be- 
cause we want to play one type of 


game, and ifs our game.’ Not always 
to say ‘Oh, we have to adapt our 
game to the other side.’ Flay on your 
strengths first of all, and after that 
you adapt your game defensively to 
the other team. But for me this de- 
feat was not really bad." 

lb most outsiders, VQlepreux's in- 
volvement with the national squad 
has been long overdue. After doing 
brilEant wiyk with Stade Tb ulousa in, 
he was frozen out by the grands 
frontages of the French rugby fed- 
eration during the long dictatorship 


chief coach, who is five years 
younger But it is Villepreux whose 
vision of rugby is embodied in the 
dynamic handling game with which 
the French have won their most 
recent honours. 

Before the training session, Maso 
had announced the line-up for Lans- 
downe Road in an address which in- 
cluded several mentions of the 
team's need to approach the match 
with “humility". Whs that just a 
handy word, or could ViDepreux 
reconcile it with his own insistence 


said “So that gives us two aims. If 
we can win another Grand Slam, it 
will be a very interesting base from 
which to prepare for the World Cup. 
And ifwe don't win the Five Nations, 
I hope that we can play rugby which 
prepares us as well as possible for 
the big event" 

Could the squad approach both 
competitions with the same strategy 
and style? “Yfes, yes, yes. Pm sure 
of that, and I'm also sure that the 
Weald Cup will be open. The winning 
team will really give a big show for 


'The aim for this season is naturally the World Cup. If we can win another Grand 
Slam, it will be a very interesting base from which to build for the World Cup 1 


of Albert Fferrasse. While Jacques 
Fsuroux and Rare Berbizier strug- 
gled to bring order to instinctive bril- 
liance, Villepreux operated as a 
hired gun, spreading his wisdom 
around the rugby-playing world - 
even, briefly, to Jade Rowell’s Eng- 
land squad 

Now he is part of a settled, har- 
monious group, working alongside 
two men whose international play- 
ing careers overlapped with his 
own: Jo Maso, his exact contem- 
porary, who is the squad’s manag- 
er; and Jean-Claude Skrdla, the 


on giving the players self-confi- 
dence? 

“Yfes,” he said “because when you 
are the first and you start a new com- 
petition, in your head ifs necessary 
to be second not first” 

After two consecutive Grand 
Stems, the French coaches could be 
excused for telling themselves, OK, 
things are going well, lefs just carry 
on. But this is a different sort of sea- 
son, and requires a mental adjust- 
ment throughout the squad 
“The aim of this season is natu- 
rally the World Cup," Villepreux 


rugby. So we have to prepare for that 
in the Five Nations. But I am sure 
that this year’s Five Nations will be 
very interesting because all the na- 
tions are trying to improve their 
rugby with the aim of the World 
Cup." 

And which countries does he 
think capable of winning the trig one? 
“I think that the French team have 
a Htfle. little, little chance, whicb well 
try to take Certainly Australia and 
South Africa, maybe not in that 
order; will be the best. But also New 
Zealand New Zealand have lost at 


a good moment, and it's important 
to lose at a good moment And after 
that the European teams... the 
Welsh, France, England, and why not 
the Irish, because they have the 
quarter-final in Dublin, so aD is pos- 
sible. All is possible." 

Except evidently, for the Scots, 
who were- gently dismissed in 
Villepreux’s assessment of France's 
opponents in the Five Nations. 
“They’re having to change their 
mentality and consider rugby dif- 
ferently. I think the Welsh team 
have improved a lot in their attack- 
ing rugby. Ifs the aim of their coach, 
it seems to me, to give his team the 
mental approach of the Southern 
Hemisphere." And England? “Ifs 
difficult to give an impression of what 
they want, exactly. They have some 
good players, so ifs basically a good 
team.” 

The French had spent the morn- 
ing at Chateau Ricard their train- 
ing centre, where the backs had 
been shut away with Villepreux in a 
brainstorming session. The big news 
was that Emile Ntamack had been 
pronounced fit to resume his Five 
Nations career by moving from the 
wing to full-back, a switch prefigured 
by Ntamadfs appearance in the 
No 15 jersey for an hour of the match 
between a French selection and 
Italy in Genoa the previous Satur- 


day. But the injuiy-prone Toulouse 
player, who missed an entire season 
through a groin injury, had suffered 
a knock against the Italians and 
spent the hour before lunch on the 
treatment table. 

“He played a very nice game 
against Italy." Villepreux said a few 
feet away from where Ntamack lay 
with electrodes attached to his left 
knee. “Ifs important for him to re- 
turn to the team and we will try to 
use his potential 1 think he’s become 
stronger, because he’s worked a lot 
physically and tie's got a lot of con- 
fidence. If he’s able to play at his best 
level, certainly hell be a big weapon 
for France." 

Bearing tomorrow's rendezvous 
in mind be acknowledged the rele- 
vance of Ulster's European Cup 
victoiy. achieved by the Irish club 
with defeats of three top French 
sides in a row. “Evidently ifs a 
problem for French rugby, and so we 
want to see on Saturday if ifs really 
like that or not The Irish have 
made a lot of progress. It hasn’t 
made us change our preparation, but 
we have seen a lot of Irish rugby and 
we have some ideas to try to beat 
them. The key will be the capacity 
of the French team to defend well 
against the Irish forwards. If we hare 
this capacity. 1 am sure we have the 
key to the game." 


Murray keeps moving onwards 


IT WOULD be fair to say th at th e 
worst three hours of Scott Murra ys 
rugby career were not his first two 
appearances for his country as 
traumatic as were the thrashings 
handed out by first Australia, then 
South Africa, in late autumn and 
eariy winter 1997. 

The Murrayfield nightmares 
were seven long months 
the young Bedford lock, sheered a 
harrowing 180 minutes in hospital 
wondering if he would ever see out 

.. . . -T ■ rttmrnPfi 


oi ras eye «a&uu. ***• — ~ r — 

during Bedford’s match against 

Ngrcastle. “I couldn’t see out of my 

lefTeye for about three hours. It was 
very frightening,” he smd. 

T) take his mind off the unthmk- 

^ he borroweda mobile trigone 

and kept ringing the GoJJngtai 

s uhtoenn foes-SlB 


A former basketball player will be coming down to earth 
tomorrow when Wales visit Murrayfield, By David Llewellyn 

influence of Bedford’s player-coach. The basketball part of Ins life joined Bedford that I got a regul 
Kudi Straeuli, he has matured into stems from his father’s interest run of hard games." 
a superb second-row forward, ffis and participation in the game. Also, The question has to be asked: wi 

urevious incarnation means he has because his father was in the army Bedford in the first place? TI 

flereat degree of around the Murray was brought iq) for much of answer given the coyness of i 

Ditch- Ifthey were to ban lifting at his formative years in Germany, many sporting professionals the* 
the line-out Murray’s natural hartfly a hotbed of rugby. days, te astonishingly frank “It ws 

Athleticism would see him soaring Despite that, or perhaps because a lot to do with money” says Mum 
from a standing jump to pluck the of it, he has made it to the top - “They offered me twice as much; 
hall away from the opposition. although he does admit to being everyone else. There wasn't muc 
Yet it was almost by chance that surprised to win his first csqjftH* Scot- to think about" 

Murray is where he is. He was land while Bedford were stfll in the However much he is being pai 

Swed for Scotland Under-18s on Second Division. and ultimately that is an irrel 

Ski same weekend that he was But, on reSection, perhaps it was vance, Murray is paying back Bei 
Sued ud for a basketball inter- understandable, beemise, as Murray ford in spades. He has been a te 
HonaL “The basketball people says: “When Ijoiued Bedford from figure in their rise to Allied Pr 
to turn out for them on Edinburgh Academicals the year miership One and he has survrvt 
wameu . before, I realised straightaway that « 

I was making a step up in standard, 
even though Bedford were in the 
Second Dwifiaon. 

“I found myself pteying^ with a lot 
of bett«- players and as a youngster 
you can take a lot from those around 
you. Also at Aeries I was not a steady 
first-team player It wasn’t until I 


Division nvais. «■ 

Bedford won and Murray rec® 
eredhis vision. 


sanoetnenttnas dcw. 

upward for the former ScoUand 
Schools basketball mtenmbonak 
who was 23 last month. Under th 


Saturday th® 0 more basketball on 
the Sunday," he remembers. “The 
rueby authorities said there was no 
wavl could do that. The reason I 
chose to play rugby that weekend 
was because it was harder to get m 
to the rugby team. There was more 
competition-” 


joined Bedford that I got a regular 
run of hard games." 

The question has to beaded: why 
Bedford in the first place? The 
answer; given the coyness of so 
many sporting professionals these 
days, is astonishingly frank “It was 
a lot to do with money;” says Murray. 
“They offered me twice as much as 
everyone else. There wasn't much 
to think about” 

However much he is bring paid, 
and ultimately that is an irrele- 
vance, Murray is paying back Bed- 
ford in spades. He has been a key 
figure in their rise to Allied Pre- 
miership One and he has survived 
some unpleasant international re- 
sults to be on the brink of winning 
his eighth cap for Scotland. 

Things have had to change for 
hiTn ) thmig h, in order for hirw to 
succeed as he has done, not least his 
approach to the game. Murray 
confesses: “I was pretty lazy at 
Aeries. I didn't go to the gym for 


example." He implies he did just 
enough and no more, perhaps the 
motivation was not there. 

Now, though, there is motivation 
aplenty. With his move south came 
a change in attitude, which has 
further resulted in a change of 
shape. “I am a lot bigger than when 
I played for Aeries." he explains. “I 
am a stone and a half heavier - all 
muscle except fix* my beer gut- than 
I was. And my attitude has changed 
I have to train, and I da” 

The dividends are there for all to 
see. But Murray is never going to 
turn into the type ofptej^ Who lives 
and breathes the game. He wants to 
savour life outside the pr o fessio n al's 

w pricriay rpqitinp nf hTtpiYwing fitoeftS 

and kicking balls and then spending 
the rest of the time kicking his heels, 
driven senseless with boredom. 

“There’s a group erf us who make 
apoint<rfdwngs<gneflimg rise- Most 
Fridays for example we will go day 
pigeon shooting and last week we 
went deep-sea fishing. Then on a 
Monday^ we attend a basic computer 
course, one^ which can lead tofortha; 
more advanced courses. There is the 



Scott Murray: Change in attitude and change in shape 


homework which is generated from 
that and we also ptey gol£" 

Unusually for a Scot, especially 
one bom in Musselburgh, Murray 
had not struck a golf ball with seri- 
ous intent until he joined Bedford, 
but, as with the guitar; which he has 
taken up recently and with some 
success, he would appear to be a fast 
learaec “lam playing off a handicap 
of 16 ,” he says. 

But for an his facility to learn 


there is stfll a big gap in bis rugby 
careen Although he played in the 
World Cup qualifiers last autumn 
when Scotland thrashed Spain and 
Portugal, no caps were awarded and 
Munay says: “I haven’t won a match 
yet in which 1 have been capped." 
There is no doubt that he intends to 
end that unenviable record as soon 
as possible. Wales at Murrayfield 
tomorrow is his first opportunity. He 
is in the mood to take it 
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Dale does 
his best 
to match 
heroes 


Glenn McGrath's one-day partner is a 
lgte developer with the World Cup in his 
sights. By Stephen Brenkley in Sydnpy 


THAT MAN at the other end from 
$9 Glenn McGrath is Adam Dale. It is 
as well to remember this now, be- 
cause when the World Cup is played 
in May he is likely to have a profound 
influence on Australia’s destiny: He 
has spent the past month forging a 
formidably mean one-day new-ball 
partnership with the world's leading 
speed merchant 
They complement each other 
wonderfully. McGrath is the type of 
fast bowler who comes battering on 
the frontdoor; forcing his credentials 
under your nose so you cannot help 
but stand up and take notice. Dale 
is the sideldck who sneaks in Ihe side 
entrance, gives you the once over 
and gradually makes you feel 
distinctly uneasy. 

From the opening match of the 
Carlton & United Series in Brisbane 
he has been relentlessly accurate, 
keeping the ball up to the bat 
swin&ng it a little, hitting the seam, 
inviting the erron Only last Sunday, 
when Sanath Jayasuriya entered ftdl 
destructive mode in Perth, has he 
been treated with anything less 
<*fo ; than forelock tugging, forward 
* defensive respect 

“That was some way to go, and 
he’s some batsman," said Dale. “I 
didn’t think I was doing anything 
other than normal and he was just 
blasting me round the place. I asked 
somebody what I should do and was 
told there was nothing you can do.” 
Dale conceded 51 runs in six 
overs, the consolation being thathe 
was not the first bowler to be 
Sanathed. That mauling apart (and 
it was splendid to watch, no matter 
what it did for the bowler’s trust in 
the dictum that line and length 
bring their own reward) his bowling 
has yielded fewer than three runs 
an over throughout the triangular 
tournament 

“Tm trying to make the batsman 
think all then time, giving him 
nothing that he might take a fancy 
to," he said. “I just keep it there. I 
know Tm not the quickest bowler 
around so I have to use other 
^ weapons." 

Dale's action is polished and fluid 
and he is lovely to watch with the 
white new ball. He is 29 and provides 
convincing evidence that not every 
Aus tralian international cricketer 
was discovered in the cradle and had 


his name put down for Adelaide 
Academy before learning to walk. 

Born and brought up in Victoria, 
he was overlooked for all the state 
age-group sides and was never 
assumed to be Sheffield Shield 
material. On moving to Queensland 
- “for work reasons, not cricketing 
ones" - the opposition was similarly 
stiff, but his accuracy earned him a 
place in the state squad. There he 
came under the influence of John 
Buchanan, whose services were 
dispensed with by Middlesex after 
only one summer in 1998, but who 
is still considered a guru in northern 
Australia. 

“He has the ability to speak to 
players as individuals, to bring out 
the best of them, to express what 
they can and cant do well and how 
they might improve,” said Dale. 
“He surrounded himself with 
■ exceptionally good coaching staff 
and I learned a lot there. I don't know 
if Td have got as far as this without 
their help, but everything just fell 
into place with moving jobs and 
getting that sort of encouragement” 

Dale broke into the Queensland 
side and at the end of his first full 
season took nine wickets in the 
Sheffield Shield final against West- 
ern Australia in Berth. He was just 
thinking what a pretty good effort 
that was when he was told he was 
on the Australian tour of South 
Africa. 

*T hadn’t thought a thing about il 
It’s still a matter of wonder to me 
that I'm bowling in the same side as 
Glenn McGrath and Shane Whrna 
These guys are heroes to me. I'm 
still full of nerves whenever I play 
for Australia. You ought to see me 
in my room beforehand.” 

Dale has played one Test match, 
on the tour of India last winter no- 
tahle for being a series that Australia 
actually lost under Maris Taylor's 
captaincy. They were already 2-0 
down when Dale was selected for the 
final match, and although they won 
he has not been picked again. 

The chances are that his relative 
lack of penetration in the longer 
game make him easier to overlook, 
and he is probably likely to remain 
a one-day specialist “Of course the 
f undamental skills are the same, hut 
they are evolving differently. There 
are things I do as a bowler in the 



Australia’s Adam Dale shows aggression daring the current Carlton & United triangular one-day series 
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given 
impetus 
by Bell 


BY SPENCER WRIGHT 

in New Plymouth 

England Under- 19 285 and 2*.<0 
New Zealand Under-19 2i)2 and 3i>-0 

ENGLAND’S UNDER-19 spinners will 
have the responsibility of bowling 
their side to victory on today’s final 
day here, and giving the tourists a 
1-0 lead in the “Test" series against 
New Zealand 

England's batsmen, led by the 16- 
year- (rid lan BeU. were bowled out 
for 290 to set the Kiwis a massive J7-J 
to win the first Test. Although the 
home side reached the dose an 3U 
for 0 without suffering any scares, 
they will liave to bat weU on a turn- 
ing wicket to stave off defeat 

BeU, the Warwickshire right-han- 
der, batted superbly for 91 and 
looked set fur a hundred w hen he 
slipped as he backed up and was run 
out His partnership of 1 1 1 for the 
second wicket with the captain 
Michael Gough, who ground out 43, 
set the foundations for what should 
be an unassailable lead. 

After playing himself in. Bell took 
command of the situation, lulling the 
off-spinner Ben Jansen for three 
fours in an over to bring up his fifty. 
He looked in complete control and 
il took a freak dismissal to remove 
him from the crease. 

However; only the Surrey left -han- 
der Michael Carfaerry, of the other 
recognised batsmen, offered much 
resistance as England’s innings fal- 
tered after lunch. But the Somerset 
seamer Matt Bulbeck produced an 
aggressive knock of 51, including a 
pulled six into the car park off the 
spinner Bruce Martin. 

Bulbeck eventually holed out to 
deep square leg off the same bowler, 
having put on a valuable 48 for the 
last wicket with the wicketkeeper 
Mark Wallace. Martin, the Kiwi slow 
left-armei; took 5 for 76, including the 
last three wickets to fail 

Gough only allowed Graeme 
Bridge, the slow left-armer. and 
Richard Dawson, the off-spinner, 
an over each before the dose, pre- 
ferring to use the seamers, Bulbeck 
and Richard Logan. 

nun/ day. England Under- 7 9 won Tots 
ENGLAND UNDER-19 - Rtk Innings 2SS lR K 
J Dawson 67. R J Logan 63, 1 N Flanagan S3, H Stvnv 
5-49). 

NEW ZEALAND UNDER-19 -Flm Inning* 202 
(M Rapps 64). 

BMLAND UNDER-19 - Second faatag. 

[OwnUghc 47 lor 1) 
a M A Gough c Engldieid b Martin .. 

I R Bell run out 

M A Carberry c McGlKhan b Hendry 
J K Maunders c Gillespie 0 Hendry . 

R K J Dawson c McIntosh b Martm . 

M P Bulbeck c Patton b Martin . . . 

I R Tucker c Ginespte b Hendry . .. 

Rj Logon b Mjrttn 

G R Bridge St McGbshan b Mjrrta 

IM A Wallace not out 

Cxtru (bIS. IblO. n41 

■foul (107.1 wren) 

Fall (coat): 2-1 39. 3-179. 4-I9S 5-213. 6-2 IS. 7- 
225. 8-236. 9-242. 


...43 
. .91 
.. .26 
. . .6 
. 12 
51 
. .4 
. 2 
.. 0 
... 14 
..29 
-290 
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longer game that I just wouldn’t do 
in the one-day game.” 

He is still so in awe of it all that 
he would not be drawn on his 
chances of being in E n gland for the 
World Cup. He toured Scotland and 
Ireland last summer with Australia 
A and suspects, no more, that the 


pitches might suit him. It was im- 
portant not to encourage him too 
much in this regard but the vision 
ofhim making the ball hit the seam 
and moving it laterally next spring 
is not easily dismissed. 

In common with most Australian 
cricketers, his international duties 


do not prevent him holding down a 
full-time job. Trite, his promotions 
post with the rugby shirt makers, 
Canterbury, means he can have 
time off when he wants but he still 
has to return between matches. He 
not only still plays for Queensland 
when available but also for his dub. 


Wynum Manly, where one of his 
team-mates is Stuart Law. 

“I enjoy playing, but the standard 
is so high that if I didn't play and 
somebody else did well in my place 
then I might not get back. There’s 
real competition." So said the man 
who partners Glenn McGrath. 


Bowling: Stvnv 12- 3 -.2-0: Ft onUm 7-1-19-0. Gilfr- 
spts 7-1-1B-1; HLartm 40 1-16-76-5. kuum 24-6- 
690: Hendiy 17-3-41-3 

NEW ZEALAND UNDER- 1 9 - Second timings 

I Mdmosn no: out .19 

M Pjppi not oul 7 

Em (Ib4) .... 4 

foul (for 0, 10 own*) 30 


fo bac "J Eng Weld, i FranUn. m GCnpar M Hendry 
B Jansen. 1 PKIcGLkIuiv B Mjrtm S Pjtton. H Shut 
Bowling: Bulbeck 4-1-14-0 Logon 4-U-T-O Bridge 
1-0- 1-0. Damon 1-0-44.1 

i: R WlCJim jnd M -McLe-n 


Spin of Saqlain torments India 


Thomas takes five but 
rain ruins England’s day 


THE PAKISTAN off-spinner Saqlain 
Mushtaq resumed his role as India’s 
main tormentor with another five- 
wiefcet haul on the opening day of the 
second Test here yesterday. 

Saqlain, who took 10 wickets in 
Pakistan’s 12-run win in the opening 
test, teased the batsmen with his 
strict line and length. He rocked 
India with 5 for 94 after they had 
made a promising start. The home 
Ipide, who won the toss and at one 
stage were 2S1 for 4, ended the day 
on 247 for 8. , 

Saqlain and the leg-spinner 
Mushtaq Ahmed, who took two 
wickets, ripped through the middle 
order. After a useful 88-run opening 
partnership between Sadagopan 
Ramesh, who made 60, and 
Vangipurappu Laxman (35), only 
India's captain, Mohammad Azha- 
rnddin, seemed at ease. 

Ramesh, who was also dropped 
when he was on 24, eamplejrt a 

stylish half-century but was bowieo 


BY SUNIL KATARIA 
in New Delhi 


India 247 for 8 v Pakistan 

after adding 10 more runs as he 
went for a pull off a delivery from 
Saqlain which kept low. He hit seven 

fours- Azharuddin scored a masterly 
67 off 134 balls, hitting seven fours 
anrl a six over mid-wicket off the leg- 
spinner Shahid AfridL 

India lost their first wicket just 
after lunch when Wasim Akram up- 
rooted T .flyman 's stumps with an in- 
swinger Saqlain struck again soon 
after taking Ramesh’ s wicket, col- 
lecting the wicket of Sachin Ten- 
dulkar; Who decided to play after 
recovering from muscle spasms 
suffered in the opening Ttest 
Tendulkar was trapped leg before 
for ax-hehad previously glanced the 


Azharuddin and Rahul Dravid 
steadied the innings with a part- 
nership of 69 but, soon after tea, 
Dravid was caught Ibw on 33 to 
Saqlain as he went on the back-foot 
The left-hander Saurav Ganguly 
crawled to 13 off 57 balls as the spin- 
ners tightened the noose and he also 
fell leg before to Mushtaq. 

Azharuddin was caught by Ijaz 
Ahmed at first slip off the bowling 
of Mushtaq as he tried to play a de- 
livery that rose sharply. Tafl-enders 
Anil Humble and Java gal Srinath 
both fell cheaply and by the dose 
Pakistan had gained the upper hand 
India’s Prime Minister, Atal Be- 
han Vajpayee, and the opposition 
leader; Sonia Gandhi, briefly visited 
the stadium to watch the game, the 
second in the two -match series 
marking the resumption of Tests 
after more than a decade. 

Before the match India had been 
relieved when Tendulkar, who sur- 
vived muscle spasms after his 


valiant 136 in the second innings at 
Madras, declared himself fit How- 
ever; both teams elected to make 
one change each from the teams 
that played in Madras. India 
swapped the left-arm spinner Sunil 
Joshi for the off-spinner Habhajan 
Sin gh, while for Pakistan Mushtaq 
took the place of the left-arm spin- 
ner Nadeem Khan. 

First dor. intSo won lots 

INDIA - Hr* tamings 

S Ramesh b Saqlain - -- . 60 

V V S taxman b Wbstm 35 

R Dravid Ibw b SaqUn - 33 

5 R fonduOiar Ibw b Saqlain 6 

*M Azharuddin e I Jar Ahmed b Mushtaq 67 

S C Ganguly Ibw MUSWaq - - 13 

IN R Mongla not out — 9 

A (tumble c fousuf b Saqlain . 0 

J Srinath Ibw b Saqto'n Musntaq_ 0 

Extras (1 1b. 71b. 6nb) . ... - .24 

focal (for 8. 89-5 mars) 247 


! l-$8, 2 1 13. 3-122. 4-191. 5 231. G-240. 7- 
243. 8-247 

fo boe Vmtatesti Prasad. Harbtujan Sngi 
Boa-One: Wasim Akram 12-3-20-1: Waqarfounfc 
13-5-37-0: Muditaq Ahmed 26-5-64-2: Saqlain 
Mushtaq 34.5-B-94-5; Shahid Afridf 
4-1-14-0. 

PAKISTAN: Saeed Anwar. Shahid AfrJdl. I[az 
Aimed. Snamar-uHiaq Tfcusuf Vtxfliana. Sahsm Ma- 
Uk, tMoin Khan, -Wasim Akram. waqar Vbunls. 
Saqbln Mushtaq. Mushtaq Ahmed. 


■ The West Indies Cricket Board 
has launched an inquest into its 
team's dismal performances in 
South Africa. The West Indies team 
manager Clive Lloyd, coach Mal- 
colm Mars hall and captain Brian 
Lara have been summoned to a 
meeting in Antigua next week. The 
WICB’s chief executive officer. 
Stephen Camacho, said the meeting 
would focus on the reasons behind 
the team's poor form and develop- 
ing plans for West Indies cricket in 
both the short and long-term. He 
Klded that the board was deeply con- 
cerned about the team’s perfor- 
mance. In South Africa, the West 
Indies suffered their first ever 5-0 re- 
versal in a Tfest series. They are also 
4-1 down in the best-of-seven one- 
day series. One piece of good news 
for West Indies is that Australian 
pace bowler Darren Fleming has 
been all but ruled out of his side's 
tour to the Caribbean because of a 
torn tendon in his shoulder 


THE ENGLAND A team’s hopes of 
gaining a stranglehold on the first un- 
official “Test" against Zimbabwe 
were dealt a major blow when the 
third day's play here was restricted 
by rain to just under 20 overs. 

Zimbabwe moved from their 
overnight score of 95 for 6 to 147 for 
7 before the rain came down after 75 
minutes of play. Less than four of the 
18 scheduled hours of play so for have 
been possible due to rain, and a draw 
now seems inevitable without a con- 
trived finish. 

Glamorgan’s seam bowler Darren 
Thomas removed Bryan Strang to 
earn with figures of 5 for 48. Zim- 
babwe's Stuart Carlisle, hoping to get 
his full Test place back after a two- 
year absence, reached 46 not out. 

The outfield at the Alexandra 
Club had turned into a lake at the end 
of the second day so it was not al- 
together surprising that play did not 
b egin until after lunch. 

Strang and Carlisle had been 


BY Mark Hargreaves 
in Harare 

Zimbabwe A 147-7 
v England A 

compiling the largest partnership of 
the innings, adding 45 for the seventh 
wicket, when Strang edged Thomas 
to Andy Flintoff at second slip. 

The Zimbabwe captain. Andrew 
Whittall ensured that the loss would 
not result in further collapse by 
playing straight with Carlisle. By 
mid-afternoon, however, the rain 
clouds had returned, forcing the 
players from the field again. 

Thud Air. England A Mai C;i'. 

ZIMBABWE A - Pint Inning* 

lOwtniynr 95 lot 61 

S V Carlisle not out . ... r.S 

B C Strong c Fllniof f b Ttic'irus 2 ■> 

A R Whin all nor our . . 9 

Extra* [trtb 1 1nbi .... 17 

foul (for 7, 52a ow*| 147 

IUI (mm): 7-114 
fo bac A Hurtle. £ MjiamfT,inS70 
Bowling: Betts IB-4-61 -2. Ffintoit 12-S-24-0. 
Thomas 17 2-3-48-0. Gtikn 



of battling back through 

m ocean may be meat and 
e 42-year old French solo 
elle Autissien But, as she 
^dand tomorrow for the 



a target uk: 

stretch of water which 
; notorious Cape Horn, 
s in the Vtenttee Globe 
6-97 and, already strug- 


the organisers that her 
tench canatfian Gerry 
in trouble. She turned 

ch for him, but ran into 


SAl LI NG 


BY STUART ALEXANDER 

a major storm and had to abandon 
tiie attempt Roufs was lost 
This time Autissieris in the lead 
of a depleted Class One for 60-foot- 
ers with her two main rivals, Gio- 
vanni Soldini and the Fren chm a n 
Marc Thiereelin, breathing down her 

neck. It is a tough call, but Autissier 

isa tough lady. . , 

In fourth place is Britain’s Josh 
wail, weU back on time but capable 


of picking up aiGp-mree piace ms 
wither takes its toll of those ahead 


of him. Another Briton, Mike Gar- 
side, is second in Class n for 50-foofc 
ers and will need a major breakdown 
by the leader; Jean-Pierre Mouligne, 
to move up, as well as a m^jor effort 
from himself to hold off America’s 
Brad Van Liew in third place. 

Therace which started with 16 en- 
tries is down, offida^ to It elthoi^i 
two more, the Russian Fedor Ko- 
nifrubhn v and ThP Cnmlghman Rnhm 
Davie, who has yet to finish leg two 1 , 
have said theywfll keep going as un- 
official competitors. 

The American George Strieker re- 
tired onleg one from Charleston, and 
the Canaffian Sebastian Rekfl did not 


make it to the start line. Already on 
its way bade to Europe is Mike 
Golding's Tfeam Group 4. In the 
overall lead of Class I nearing the 
enddl%twofromC^'Ibwn,Gold- 
inghit A ftflrtrihArtk off North Island 's 
Cape Reinga, doing so much dam- 
age to the keel he was forced to with- 
draw from the race. 

AMIM ALONR RAGE Second Im [Capo 'ban 
to AucUxad); 1 G SoldM (FKa) 27 days 5 hours 
24 mbi 52 sec: a M TNercriln (Somewhere! 26. 
20. 42. 00; 3 < Audssler (PRB) 26. 21, 53. 24: 4 
J Hall (Garcmore) 33. 00. 13.31. Owtt: 1 J-P 
Moullgne (Cray VWfcy] 29. 09. 49. 27; 2MGv- 
slde (Magdtan Alpha) 35. 16.49,56;SEMbfiUew 
(Balance Bari 35. 16. 52. 1 7; 4 V tozytaw (Wind 
of Change) 36. 00. 16. 00; 5 M Salto (Shutso- 
dohll II) H, 14. 00. 20; 6 N Petersen (No Barri- 
ers) 52. 01. 12. 27: 7 N Homer (PalKGn l|] 54. 
21.09,10. 


YET ANOTHER seD-out is expected 
at Czystal Palace this evening for the 
sport's night of the year. Indoor fi- 
nals mgfathas always been hotly con- 
tested and this year, with an 
increasing number of foreign play- 
ers playing for English clubs, pre- 
dicting the finalists becomes 
increasingly difficult. 

Tnice-winners Blast Grinstead 
have been finalis ts on seven occa- 
sions and runners-up in the last two 
years. They are in the same pool as 
Southgate and the defending champ- 
ions, Reading, who beat them by the 
odd goal in 17 last year 

The north London dub has, in the 


HOCKEY 


By Bill COlwill 

past made the occasional flurry into 
the indoor game without much suc- 
cess. This year with Germany's 
Eiko Rott as captain and coach, fel- 
low countryman Torben Gottschau 
and Austnan Grant von Mayer, 
along with Australia's Max Dia- 
mond and Todd Williams, they 
should proride sterner opposition. 

Grinstead also have their for- 
eigners - South Africa's Jamie 
Brown and the Belgian Ed Cabay, 
but their strength is likely to come 


from the experience of Richan 
Leman, Richard Organ, Mahmom 
Bhatti and goalkeeper Jon Clark. 

Their manager Steve Kent, said 
“We are quietly confident We havi 
a blend of Grinstead experieno 
and international youth.” It would bi 
a brave man to place money on thi 
finalist from this pool. 

Old Loughtonians, winners ii 
1995 and 1996, have been drawn u 
the easier pool and should make th< 
final with something to spare. The 
have an experienced squad with oui 
standing players and it is difficult ti 
see Barford Tigers or Hull standtoj 
in their way of a final appearance. 






II r*\ 


r 


26/RACING 


THE INDEPENDENT 
Friday S February 1999 


% 



ijtfj? 


Gateway to success: The field for the novices' chase at Towcester yesterday approach the grandstand on the first circuit The race was won by Cheerful Aspect 


David Ashdown 


Handicapper throws his weight about 


THREE OF the most reliable 
rules in the world of employ- 
ment are that coal miners get 
dirty, lawyers overcharge, and 
handicappers are unpopular 
with trainers. If your job is to 
hand out racing weights, when 
even a pound can make the dif- 
ference between success and 
failure, it is inevitable that 
someone will always end up 
feeling aggrieved, and probably 
willing to tell the worid about it 
Rarely, though, does a hand- 
icapper come in for the sort of 
sustained criticism which bag 
been directed at Phil Smith 
over the past couple of days. 


By Greg wood 

Smith recently replaced Chris- 
topher Mordaunt as the BHB’s 
sminr r»haq i» hanriirap pgr hav- 
ing spent several years rating 
sprinters on the Flat, at the 
other end of the equine scale in 
terms of age and distance. 
Since then, a succession of 
trainers have expressed an- 
noyance at some of his deci- 
sions, such as a rise of 8lb for 
General Wolfe’s four-length vic- 
tory in the Peter Marsh Chase, 
and a 201b increase for Flaadey 
Wood, who won a novice chase 


at Cheltenham last weekend, 
but only after Unsinkable 
Boxer; the hot favourite, fell 
Toby Rakfingj the chairman 
of the National Trainers’ fed- 
eration’s jumps committee, said 
yesterday that Smith bad “a to- 
tally new way of handicapping. 
Our real problem is that he’s a 
relative new boy and a math- 
ematician who's handicapped 
nothing but Flat horses. I’ve 
been getting lots of messages 
from trainers who think they’re 
hard done-by, and I think it 
needs to be discussed.” 
Balding feeds that that the 
finer points of training jumps 


horses are bang overlooked. 
“What he hasntyet taken into 
account is the peculiar nature 
of the jumping herd,” he said. 
“Most of them live with injury, 
lots of them disappear for long 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Palais 
(Southwell 4.20) 

NB: Be Brave 
(Catterlck 2.30} 


lengths of time, and if you’re ac- 
tually lucky enough to get a 
horse bade and to get it winning 
you don’t want it handicapped 


Catterick 


HYPERION 

2.00 Splendid Melody 3 JO Sharp Command 

2-30 Crabbie’s Pride 4.00 Minster Glory 

3.00 Tumpole 4J30 Disco Tax 

GOING: Good (Good to firm tot places). 

■ Loft-hand, iraiiamg, sixvp courta. Not swlafaa lor kmg-s&tdng horao. Run-In aaOytte. 

■ Course is NW of town an AS13& Oarfington ttabbn 14m - bus service to course 
ADMISSION: CU) EE; tottereala EB; Cans £250 (under WS free frrto al andoaures). 
CAR PARK: Reserved area £2. remainder free 

■ LEADING 7RAMERS: Mm M Revatuy 27-ttB (233%), U Hammond 15-136 (111 Hi). G 
M Moore 13-76 (TO**). Mm S Smith 13-103 (123%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven Z7-05 (28AW), B Grertty 16S1 (fiWJi A S Smith 13-S5 
(Q7W) B Storey 0-157 (B3%) 

FAVOURITES: 129 rera trom 367 races (success rate S5J%) 

BLMKEHH) FIRST T1M& Dfacolta (430). Crabappte HHI (visaed, 330) 

[O nnl EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 
l* ,w l (CLASS D) £4,000 2m 3f Penalty Value £2,980 

1 1-053T SPLBCXD MELODY (14) (B T Sfewari-ftown) T toe 5 It 5 flGaufity 

2 32Z ACKZO(HQ(BF){PEMareri)FMrpty6110 Atagta 

3 WJ4 JOUyHMSlBtpq (DGAfitoEafiMsMffaKfcySit 0 Glee 

a 4U MEAD01YBANK(tl) |G EState) UWEastotySn 0 3*XRORyan(7) 

5 CM* RfVSt DGU&AS (50) (G B TUrtxJ Lkft Ms A ifalrtnnfc 7 Tl 0 UrCWbon 

6 60000 ROCKY KY BOY (11) (J HtaBwn (CD Dvfren)) Ms S Site 5 tl 0_S WMnson (5) 

7 3040 ROCOERS (41) (R W Mutate) J Gbnrfi fl 0 RGomI 

S 5P-500 SC0IMA1L BOY (SO) (GftoimlB Watson JHJohtBon 611 0 A Dobbin 

9 03 STTHERSDREAM (13){BEWttggre)TEaaEfby7t1 0 LWynr 

10 0Q4B MARTHAS MOONSTOWpfl) (Ms LA Triton) JOorttoi 5 109 B Storey 

-lOdectaisd- 

BETTING: « SpimSd IMod* »4 Acton, 8-1 Bto Wre teem. 10-1 Maiwfnwbonfc; 14-1 Joffy Mfa- 
>tot 20-1 Roddm. Mata's If ognttora, 33-1 aOws 

Jretea One 7 11 0 P Mm 74 1w (Ms M nmday) 12 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Sptomfld Melody-- Looted adore average nowoe on tto 5 langths 3id to Tfawco at 
Haydock (&n. fidt) ard confirmed Ns does *rth 28 lengths win over Mr Busby (d Keteo 
OW2t hewy). Extra fesfong staid be no profasm and appears ttw one to beat 
AdmPtacad fa but^era before promising neck dabA 2nd of 17 to Sft Bab at Nbw- 
caste ^n nov. good to softy Starting ti-8 favourite and prantoent throughout Obvt- 
ously s«B of and sum to be a factor, but shortgr top on dghtBr course a iwrry 

Jolly Minister; $gns of improvement when, doae 141 2 out, 13 lengths 4th of H to Es 
Go n brier grade Here {2m good to soft) Yud fa brSant fomi, but plenty to And 
Meadowbanfc Promise when 18 lengths 4th to Cartuy Cress on WUhertiy debut 
heavy] tut hampered and unseated refer next time. Looks capable of batter 
Rwar Douglas: Sen offtosefer rrcftfag tudes debut Has shown some abftty In burners 
and is worth a check In the marts* 

Rodcy My Boy: fto sign of abUly in three outings this nm. fated oH from 4 out when 
of 9 to Sareakaan at Wethaby tan. soft) fast tone 
Redder*; Earty prorrtse m famjxrs and laJr 25 kngths 4ih to Kingennio al rwsweas- 
te (2m«, scrflj to Dec but reported to ham braathfae problem and posafciy best watehed 
Scttonall Malt: UWe sign of ottey and 39 lengths v«h at V} ovw CSD latest 
Steelera Dream: PramKfag 2t langfha 3rd of 17 to Irefamfe Eye in bwnper here fast 
moitfi From strong jraid. related to wrong Jumpers and one to note in the bettfag 
Maratae Moonstone; Gidaan mare tan a good jumping tamly. Re* a lengths 3rt 
to Barton BB n temper ham Iasi month and worth mMng m he bectng wi hunlg debut 
VERDICT: V IS faefy to taka a useU «n to baft SPLENDID MELODY whose oonfi- 
dence shaUd haw been boosted by ha eaty Keteo win. Acton Is toe ctotks& danger, taut 

agps are Diet M top and ccusa wS be too sbarp for fen 

|0 3QI DINSDALE CONDITIONALS SELLING HANDICAP HUR- 
\ -l \ DLE (CLASS G) £2,500 2m 3f Penalty Value £2,178 

1 DURAND POUCH Storey TEstttorB 12 a sDuradtB 

2 - 5Sg< ? BE BRAVE (13) (Cl S ftusonsj T HtninaSai 9 n 13 OMcPtolB 

3 POOTP XA31YMANN (P CanptMl} B Osa> 7 n B ENasbmf 

* gffg^^P^Gfflp^ieBfitAapBAithtoMasaiiM’SnB-P Eh sipi if im 

5 NOMNt»WNt«9(UVEmori)MsMltaMleyHn8 GIm 

7 2340B KAKASHDA(13) (J H Jdreon) J H Johcon 8 If 3 NHanodks 

6 DC3 JACKRJJSH(13)fCaiCD«*A9nsW, 0ftolh*i*5 , U 5 „T8MM 

V COURT JOKER (13) gKmeuy)HAIeander 7112 L Cooper [« 

V (MU KAfWYLAH (RZi;D C Batyl WSftrey7fl 1 RMcatti 

O BISTONE (11) Ms ME Cuts) JCms 711 0- THnnrfflB 

2 S^M M Rp^p-feBtHaRftiBjsc-g JCAtatsu 

2 *£®5! PWESTO PplHH Bmnnaii] M Banes 6 08 CMcCemek 

1G -5SM S8=TWIBlAKEp8)(M88JUiat«MltadBr5e« JjiSS 

« i raTOCWO(13)(HMITCarSOO___I MMmSEi 

6 DfWP CHAN MOVE Q9I (W SIMM W SMh 7 H fl 

19 03C5PB REAL FffiE (ftl) IM Sanfan) M ItoagtaS too 'wnSSw 

3) OQOJO PAaQTIN MRKY (28) (A A Ifacknra L&fl D McOin R 11 n 

2i ssoooP 

1998 (faoubnenl 5 11 6N Htsmcfa tl-E {J Tune) 17 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

^L? 37 *** "He fawy^ apart from 6 tomOis' 

^ ** 10 / 'P acfte Bian h and 
^5°^ Not orertsidaried with 710 roe 

■*' fcBB “ hy 5 Flat Top n Sec 

n T3W Has been chasing area but Itte 

Manasee Faied to respond to Urtes whan 19 lerigOia 6th of 11 to 

^?^i^ ^^ < ^^ mQnttiandhaaptent y toftnd 

acorg- Overemai n Doc and cmtHabfa 17 

iy to be major pi^v pnwlcM gravid contruas to dry 

S^SSSStSStSSR J ^^ 

tapt «i bln a fangths by Be Breve In 

fflseto^ herete^Tto pa^ wniwaeeiwnauHteaiittotOTtatMiBg 
j??^ ,r P f * ttiet ? lt ^^ r !?! 3f !? 1 ?. t i | y^ 9daBfieM amSfBeterainMayMB6 0rty 
aft) hsher here andmarkatpretoMytoebeagude ate torn absence 
Edstena:VtttosgomtogaaiteOBnoe<toTflanadiaaiitorashertniiBnfc>toaafina. 
fttl an5f nOMtto (good to Arm) but Cteapporttogbah starts shce B0,anse,390 ■ 

«8te«. Ftaitytoftodon 

teest B lengths Sh of n » Be Brae n am ader feoft) hare Ian month 


PuBaandan Showed prom is e untl faBng 3 out in fiwtfi novice wan by Good Day to 
August but was tslad off on his arty start shea and is dffiait to teicy 
One Stop: 12 lengths aid to ftocnslment to this last year from 3b tower but without 
. a win to 17 starts and naming moderately after ftotohtog tame an teal 1997-08 start 
Sefton Blake: One to consider on irfucky Tl lengths 4tfi to SrancepeBi Beto al Mar- 
l«t RaampmUnovdatoieceoft) to Dacatiber ; whan tf rt ta iad f» »f ttm Not itegacad 
I an stfioequent start and staid be sisted by tongw trip 

Dan Tbcfno: Es-patoter-to-paintar, yet to score to « starts mderftjea and Itlia an- 
. couragemert inlasttwoeftorts 

- Chan Move: LAtotacedal 14 starts. Piftad up ttvee tones to last four outtogs 

MnwaPMCfy record stocenoiiiwwiiMPtothh«B7!NMilaB«tod whan ti ftndhs 

80i cf to to OeMsry at MnrkatRnsnpn tel hcapi safQ latest, but plenty to ton 
resHnaHJyda Pecttfci RreKy: Itopfacedal S nartsi Uttfa obvious stpr of abtoty 

ji Efkfoi RomborUieiliiced in al 8 starts and vfttualyttead oft last 0see. 

^ VERDICT: WYNBURYFUfSI tawed ptontyaffldifingctotesss to cafthKtogbHus- 

i-136 nuibl G ser twsr 2m iwe last monli and the subasi|flniliistecap success of tosd-pfacadJago 

1 ' s^jgests he could be on a fekiy good mark hem The «tra thee futongs should bdng 

SSmUi 13-95 krlherlmpW H miant in the youtgeat horse n ttw toe-qxCajserpedBistCrsbbte's Pride 

Is an obvious dangec aid thaw are afao poss to Mss about Be Brew, Jack Husb and 
Sestan Btafca h a Irioky race 

■ I o nnl STAYERS' NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £6,000 added 

UAUFTER) I J,uu l 3m If 110yds Penalty Value £4^32 

BO 1 MPP5 HOWYDUDOfffG p5) (MsGftenclBy) S KetanirelB 114 ^-Sfayfor 

2 MHWUTpOfl (MSMsPGtaey) JM Jeffcnon6 J1 4 LWysr 

iitnh 3 )33a 1UWTOl£(48|tMBWJYfian4MsMfim(kyB114 UrADempseyp) 

GM 4 4D4P- TWfflJSWOOD pfi 1 ! (J N liwbn) P Beamort 9 11 4 : flSfippfa 

xTOTTyaip) 5 Z * C2 SHtei GALE (2fQ (BF) (B Vtsi Ite^ Ms S Smto 7 XJ D UrJCmsfoy^ 

BETTING: 2-7 Tompofs, 10330 Siator GMo, 25-1 Thesdswiiod, 33-1 Mr Md, Howyoudufng 
__RGmW 109ft Lort ForereB r 4R Garrftty 7-2 (Mftannorefltl ran 

-JZlADtttsn FORM GUIDE 

- ~ Wy ” HowyoudoftiB: Pel to 2 of hta 4 outtogs orerfonces brat season and made ntetahss 

Bsserey whan 5th (batomi 40 lengths) to Tbnfo Ftwr o«r C&O (good) last month. Vby out of 

his depth agtevtTtsDpaia 

,14-1 Joey Mn- Mr Walb Modertoa form In nwtos hudles fast season and wakened 3 out before 

being piied up at fa ran on Ns reappearance MChIsIb (Z'Mnhdb haayy) to Oc- 
tober Chastog dabut and first run stoce 

Tirmpofa: Smart stayer on the Flat and over hurctas. Ran befcm Ns best and dd not 

„ . jsnpwl whan taiad off behixJPrlncaM at Aacot OrnllMa, soft) to December. Hard 

to oppose nthte weak event 

TVwws tow ood: ffas not c onB mwd pranfoe ahowm twer hurtles tc a 6ya Looks chas- 
„ tog type: but walbeotonli 3 outings aver fancea last season and has not run stoce May 

S~?rST Sister QteV*si5tofaher maiden pahtrtAmpicnjgooi# to Marita 2nd on others 
starts behreen the flags fast SBasmMshasrifoDkBaundsrRiJreandabug^astosby ton 
fi of v4 tD&i VERDICT! Hurdtoa farm does not always work out in chases, but aUhoughTUfM- 
y b find TOIE wfl stvt m prohlsths odefoon the fences wl prove more at a danger to Mary 

why debut Reveiayh 1987 Casarewach wtonerihen his few oppone n t 
e of bettor 

irtofataera o n i TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £7^00 sBM fe 

i4outwtien I v l added 3m If 110yds Penalty Value £5.641 V 

1 021-3P AnADAIE(T^(p)(n» Low RysreLM) A Detent tl «. ^ADobbtn 

MNsHcas- 2 TC3F3 CRABAPPIE «LL (T2S9 [Bookiss Him) B Ebce 7 ITS C McCormack (3) V 

est watched 3 23100 RUSSIAN ASPECT fi 3} (q (AG MW &Efcrtx 50 B Mr K R ffRyaa (7) 

tat 4 1-22B4 MOtSUM(iq94SSiTiiHMsPay81i8, 

ter here fast 5 3131-4 CA5HBCK(H4(DrTAWadcf4TCfarfl 11 B NSntei 

he btRttog B POOO SHARP CWBIAND (8) (CO} (A P Htaid A Mb P Jone^ P Ecdea B Tl 5.-JtHsgaire 

lengtteSrd 7 3»pl ZAMHAREBI (USA) (70) (PSw Rschg) R R«J B to to Mm C Ford 

Udedebut B TWO SP«f«3TB.D SCALLY (16) (BF) (l*n U A Ha« s Goto^ 6 10 B SDtsack 

rinse oonS- 0 SMZ3 ARCTIC FOXpB) (CO) (BF) y IMdiolJ Ms M Revefey 7 10 9 PMren 

Utanoerbui V -36253 VtLPHANO ?9I) (VfcYara Partnwstfo) D LWttl a tl a DJMa&tt 

' Tl -42531 FMDAWOUR (21) (TffatodiJJH Johnson 7B7 ASSmlb B 

12 403flP DAW MSA) (3) {Mra J fkjtfwa) RHAtaodlOIOS Gary Lyonm V 

a P4SE RASCALIY (38) p Thwwan) Ms S Smtth 9 to 3 Mr J Crowhy (5) 

CAP HUB- w 4I223P SAUGY MM (83) (an (P Hkw) P Hsn 7 to 0 -E Husband 

£2,178 a son KHDA GROOVY (36) fi Park) l Part: a t) 0 LOHbsB 

.-.-SDuradtB * 214432 MTCHHWHI flfl TO (M»JU Sttor) R Vtaxtruss 5 «0 ^.HHsanftypJ 

-OUcRsIB V 00-P03 ALL31BECK (SO) (Mrs J LamnrJ J Gofttog 9 D 0 L Cooper (7) 

E Husband -17dscttrad- 

B-J) WIHnMn MMiunr Ita Ws^3faiiytaSdtab,rante(tavy9MT2foHh«ta(HT0hAlert)K*Mn. 
n nriwulli n BETTING: 1 1-2 AmJte Fox. 6-1 Slurp Coransnd. Springflefd Zjwifwrear, 9-1 VBpnma, 11- 

GIm 1 HBEHAM;Ru8liWiAa|MSl. IM Caib 80s, 14-1 Mottura, R»«Sy; 16-1 Kind* tkiwry, 20-1 At- 

NHonodks ttdafa. Qabappfa HUSrewM". 25-1 Atortato. RwJanporn 40-1 Osra 

T iSMri toOftAicscFocBtlSP Wvon*-1 ta (Ms M Ftovelay) Tl iwi 

FORM GUIDE 

RMc&ato A t t adal e ; Poasfcfy pest hto bast and has been tapped 31b atoca wrrtng « Ascot 
FhvuwM B in ®94 Lended Ws first success since Ihoi at Kelao fast season for Peter Montefth 
B&sttan and piled ip on Ural nm for nmv yart last morth 
"jCAhomi Crabappla Mil: Wbntwioe over fences to the sunmar and tost mi stoce being add 

ClUfanKk out al David NtahoisarlBwrtl tar^ tTCOOgns. A rata over hides raid viscred first tone 

■ ■■ — Russfan Aspect: FfaniteoNydsappotottog race this season ham (2nvscdQ fast month 

HHHncftrei wtwi 7Vi to Just Lizda Has shown he stays farth« but doubt about IHs trip 

NHntoi Mofaunt CoraisSent sort had excuses (nfirad back) when lafladatf at Lefcestor (2’Mn, 

WDowtoto soft) to DeoanfotK Trtas tKs trip tor the fast tone and bred to stay 
-ACCaria Gash Bos: to good forni last season, but 6I> above Ns highest wtonhg maift Made 
JiGadua Ws headway whan^ 4lh to TftyawrCSD (good) in Oaasmbec. beaten a neck toy VH- 

~ pnno (3rd), who reopposas on the same terms 
tLftetf&sSsr Btoarp Cornnend: Vsrsadb sort Won a handicap chase here (good) in December 
by a net* from Aratle fiw, who Is 3 *j worse oft Also won over txxdtos in October 
i.j-ia-. (Zrrfi( good n sett), but 6fo higher here 

^ Zam ha raer . Back to form tNs season and won on first outing for new yard at Sedge- 
fieid (3m3t goad to soft) to October by 7 lengths from Saucy (ton. 81b higher on this 
retam to hudea attar wtnrfog aver fences 

Spring fi el d Scaffy: Successful 5 tones fhfa season to fairpere and novice hradtoe.au 
ne kmmtK' to Orntfoboi in tint nm to a handcap last month and more to do off2b Nghor nwh 

ttafcww Arctic Rbc On a 3to Nghsr mark than when winning Hits feat season. Rotums to la»- 

h iwam dfas attar 3 w»W3 over fences and just fated by a rack n catch Shop Command 

Sh7totea (3fo better oH) hero Pm1( good) ri December 

itunv&M VBpmiotUs^h make thefrsns and stayswel. but onalDfoNgherrmik than whan 

.JE." teconlig his teat success at M m mnrlfa ^n. good) last season 
^ Rsdanpour Showed abity in txmpere aid over furdtos to tefand »d ran Ns beet . 

race here to first ttow bWore whan 2nd to GoufiryOroNd to NorttNwr C2mH good 

dwutw. to soft). RMquppad with Wtas tor ttw first UmBfitocelhan 

nart^wa Dane Has never been one to Wet and refused to race at Hmthgdon fast month. 

Vtey ratoctant to Bw up and aeon taibd off whan piled i« to fenton on^ T\«dBv. 
Mhutltte RftMaifly: Afwaya p m N n atf w h an 5fii to fiaflbp over C&D (good) to Dacembar, but 

pHnanm sras boaien 7 lengUra by HAchhfeer (ad) and 71b worse off 
Rh of it to Saucy Nun: Piled!* best nm to Erster (2m7t good) Could mats no totre&nn 

an the wsrar from 2 out stoen 2nd to Zamharasr at Sedgalleid (3m3L good to so<4 

(rttou.17 to October and they meat on thasame farms 

w ml fen- KBWfaGrooNyiOnwmalongiobeahtDBaTbp warC&D (goodl nOecenfierBnd 

has an aipdforBIsngtawthHlteiihABr (3rd) and lfowttiRei«ailySlh)la‘a length 

nfcrfoood HBehNkar: Stays wel and probably fomd the trp on die short side at Huntfrvfon 
IMNriy (2rn5tB0tf)laar7icrith but PWIAJ stair partomwnca to fireh2rrf to Orahe boiwttfi 

J SprtngfWd Scsfty, whoha8a6topl, 4 lengths In 3rd 
fa Brave to Afiwbaek: Novice hunter; tawed Brat al^i erf aJbBy when 3n3 to Cash For Questions 

hettties heft Bm3t good) to De o arober with Sprtntftetd Scatty, 4h worse qtt iVitengtoa 4th 

WS&ONy I^RDICT Arete Pas. wf» won WafaBt ss g i aqrtfttenstoNitaig af ter Ueto g pfacad 

n al 3 starts nertancai toteK&ig a nack second to Stop Command hare to De- 

einSedga- comOer, The latur has a3fo pui und also rotune to luting attar rurtig Bwd to Goto 

Cup poseUa Daubfa Thrlor. ZAAWARBER, uifacky not to be utoeafan n three out- 
ytoDndon togs the seaK»\ faces hb toughest task in date, but may be fresher man nwa ta/- 

fowtog a 2-morth break. TNb better ground toprobaUywhatheheBberaiwsHs^ler. 


out of existence as soon as it’s 
won. A jumper can win by 12 
lengths, but the second may not 
have jumped, or handled the 
ground. The variables are so 
much bigger, and distances 
aren't really what it’s about” 
As Balding wrimits, Bob 
Buckler’s con^Iairits about the 
handicapping of Flaxley Wood 
are “probably not the best ex- 
ample”. Flaxley Wood might or 
might not haw won bad Un- 
sinkable Baser stayed on his 
feet buta mare important point 
is that he was raxang from I5tb 
out of the handicap. When a 
trainer; in effect, personally 


hikes his horse in the weights, 
he can hardly complain if the 
horse runs well and the handi- 
capper treats the form literally. 

Some of Smith's other deci- 
sions, though, seem to have less 
to back than up. When Looks 
Like Urnuble, who is trained by 
Noel Chance, won a novice 
chase at Doncaster in which 
only five of the 12 starters 
readied the finish, and Prince- 
fol was among the fellers, he 
went up lTIb. “He’s basically 
been told, you've got lucky; now 
that’s you,” Balding said. 

Balding, and any other train- 
ers who care to attend, will be- 


able to air their worries at a 
meeting with Smith, as well as 
Paul Greeves, the BHB’s rac- 
ing director, a week today. 
Greeves, though, is steadfast in 
his defence of the man he ap- 
pointed to succeed MordaunL 
“Change is always a bit un- 
settling” he said yesterday, 
“and that's what is happening 
here. To suggest that Phil 
Smith is incompetent is just 
utter nonsense and not worthy 
of anybody. It doesn’t take a 
rocket sdentist to work out 
the difference between the Flat 
and jumps, and that is that' the 
horses can fall over; and the dis- 


La RMtn, &-1 Man 


\A nnl MARNE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
LL ,UU I 2m 31 Penalty VaHw £4,224 

1 2333F VIEWS GSORGEflO) (CO) (Sfi(RggantDac Lid) WSkny Bit 10 .RMcQrtb 

2 -2F5PI COUNT KAfWISXI (35) (CJpEAlkvBa^FMfitty 7 01) -AUaguta 

3 6W0 BRAIHfBSmrpS) (tapes Rttrg)MsS9niBi 009 JfrJCrowtay (9) 

4 Ul» LAflf¥iewpS}fCD){JHogg) JQwton7*)6 B Storey 

5 30355 TAMICH $0)93 pa V Fatal MWEteBby II V)4— -LWyarB 

0 54-62 IU61BIGL0RY(9q(C){MsPHvtby)UWEatatay8na C McOonmck (3) 

.7 raras M0SSRftaEANrpf9(MBFTVWkn)-'MHDn9O2 0 (fairer 

0 -66602 JD6SHAW(1^ jFGfe*fS^I*»MHBri*By8ei-._._ - - til— 

9 60* -UQ MAnJNaroRDfaffCDgiMaJBnRreNMBJJadreieno — NffannftyP) 

-9dactewi- 

MnimuiT weight 10*~ Twa tandntp »&Qt£ MMngftvti Bst 12b. 

BEnWG: 3-1 llhter Qrey, 74 Merer Gmgt, M Cowl KnnuPd, 5-1 Lj Rhrtea, 6-i Moi 
P»HBBn(, Jo« Store. 10-t Ifamcti, 20-1 aremtflvborry, Mvrttngford 
tiflft Mfapfty 9 105 WltagrenS-f (Ms P Gy) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Wmw George: h tour® al 15 startt hoi 3 seasons uiti M « Muneabigti tatoaL 
Prevtousty shaped vref vrfian T7 lenQjfis 3rd to Erespcay ut Wetherby and b wel in 
hereon 7t> lower than beat wfmtog mark. Go close 

Count Kannuakt Usetuf whan hb jumping hakfa up. (fare dear round whanbestog 
Danes IVj lengtta owr 2m hm (good to 90ft) beta 5ft] Ngfw here but capabla of 
impnHoment and taUd find ffldta 3f no problem (atayed 2m4f over hurdb^ 
BmatoMeayiMmcrltv fanes earty last namrvbiitromng poorly ttwtemvYitel^t- 
ad to pfay a pnaiewd rote but oHGcutt to fancy si present 
La RMUK firm of gams tongth wh from BefemNdden over CAD to Dec vrortoig 
out but daappoincng over longer op latoaL Henfly wteghtod and one to consider 
IfataBh: Cto a tong losing nm but gattmg f(te many from the handcapper and Un 
to lengths when 5#i of 7 to Danza hare (2m heap good) Wd« start 
Mfnatar Gtary. OntheupgatethB term wtth am laoppearenoevre here end good 
7 lengths 2nd to Danes here latest On same martc hare, tut not sure to stay Odra 3f 
MowffagataBteHunptogfiora-njmBrtofinel3miiHthNBv«caste2mv*iflndcrod- 
ftabta 17 lengths 3rd to Ooifoys Goraa over same cause (2m4( heiwy). Sharp bate 
wfi siit but Wstrtp strefches Ns stamtoa 

Joe Shaw: Career bear effort when staytog-on 1 'h lengths 2nd to Casflatown Cart 
omrC&O (eah). Open to farther 143* fa^aeartott yn g to find «t the vwitfUB 

MarfingfontOn ahro-yeerbsing nn Lltte encauegement to Nro tatost efforts 

VERDICT! Vay law can be atedart inavwy «*y harxfcapbuf 0» mastlrefy toi- 
prorer is JOE SHAW, who left previous tami wel beteid ham fast tele He wfl be reted 
by the taar pace sue to be sot by the doubdii stsyer More Ragerae. That earty pace 
caUd be tha dcumU! of Ubtste Qory, who is Mso on the ito^ada but Is not sura to last 


rs~3fll HAHTLEPOOL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 4YO 2m Penalty Value EZ430 

1 3 BAHRBJ90 (20) (Ms J J ONeM J J OWi 1) S’ RllcGntti 

2 408 CHBST1AM5IB}(8Z)PDuddy)FM«ply«12 Angte 

3 6D34P CROSBY DON (34) p Rapa) EWsymas « B APofafato 

4 DBAYED REACTION (Ftoq (A IMniJMSnrenby to to BStoray 

5 602 DCBCO TEX (ED) (Bfi 4fcS)fc** Raong) M W Eataby to 12. lb K R O^yan (7) B 

G FRED'S N THE KNOW (I9B2) pi Vtoggofl N Wagged to O BHanSng 

7 GHAU(1iSA)(ni3)(JFOxplM^ toO KJobreon 

8 0 JACXRffi : (15) [LA MoganJDlfcCain 10 12 — ACCoyfafS 

B 42 KWffSHUSSARp5)(Wt«BKarihrtaHtGUItoore«to NHaw>y(T}V 

O 5 H3NXER (SfQ (1 8 II LabuaAJnoa RadBurenQ G M Moors to to JCArfren 

If 42355 MAAOT0ia(83)(f*»^KJftrt ftrtTBibrt MSorer*y t)12-^_. ASteta 

to 00 lAAIllAirSIBUQE (I^(14)(VTlErnpSon) VThofr)Kon to 12 Ur M Thompson 

13 0 ORLEANS 014) (Ivy SyndcateT^a to to RGardBy 

14 22 RQVBETTO(3S|)(CodanThjatCi4MsMRuelwtoto ! Plfires 

a QOLDENGHUUCHEUJE(Fl2Q(OakllttoadRacing)FMfpnyto7 >Jadtas(7) 

« MNSnnMOORGAIE(F*44(CNW9TOt-SrriltyMWEasferty to7.CMcCoiiaecfc(3) 

17 MyffiT(F219) (MrsM-ECuttp JCutbto7 OHcfiefl^ 

to SOOUD (Q22) (A M McMa) G tUy to 7 Mrefc9n*h(7) I 

-Udadarfid- i 

BETTIIIG:3dtlgwreBo.7-aDbca'ftfli.5-1 Q uMin a W d.64 toriar.7-MantfeHBMM.a-1 Bar- 1 
reBfoi IM Ortsana, 12-1 My Bet Crosby Don, J8-1 Msanaa, su-i EMfi, 25-1 otare 
toBft Ccm fony 4 11 5 R Garrt&y 4-5 to (M Hammood) to ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ganetofe: Sprinter an the fiat [iron over Sf In Nmembra) taugh appeared to stay 
an wtwn 3rd to Dangarman at Nawcasae pm. ocrfQ fast month. Stow run race, ao forni 
looks suspect 

CMsttanM: Irish krpart beM efforr h 3 outoge over ludbs vtan 4th N to to GoUandg 
at Navan (an, arff) foOctobet Rated to aiay on nan 2 outings, so Ms sharp couse 
shoJd ta 

Craaby Don; No form in 4 nets on Flat Backed from 14-1 to 6-1 at Ayr (27*n haawy) 
last math, but puted up before 3 out Sates look mere Ns mart 
PaSayedn aa o te mVIfan rear i‘^r> at Fbfcaslane (good) in July vtantratoed by Navie 
Csfiatan. First oufing far new yard and lengihy absence to overeoroe 
DteooTtocVifen over 1m5f on thaFted and pul tj> hB best per fo rma nc e overhurdfas 
BS tar wfwi aid to Rapa at Naweaste (2m. sort) h Decentbac Beaten tl lengths but 
wfl not have to srpriMi nsjch » go ctose here 

Fred’s in The Know: Mssed last Flat season and poor tom. nduring a safer, (fln- 
Wied laat hvk») in 3 nma 14a 10 0t aa a 2ya Uxfts an urfitey )unv*TB pmapet* 

OaM: fiartaftig fir st iui»a2yabtf moat dtaa p portaigbBl Flat season when pteced 
ohos(3rd af<4 (n*n 4 outtogsaidbiancas upto tnTftar John Duuop 
JackFtoafc No ten ofabfityh2runsonthe Flac last year NorauareonhurdlnBdafaJt 
a Ludow (2m soft) last month when tafisd off nth 0M6 behind BrBanl Star 
Klngta Huaaar Found the going too tasttog whan 4th to Ftafatt (Dfaoo Tfac End) to 
NewcssBs (2m. heavy) in DecontoeL but nuch better effort next Pus when head 2nd 
to Wyrfouy Flyer h a aelar o«r C&D (good) 

Korttar FM wtonsr (Of) last year and IhM up irfl making headway 3 out when 5ft 
to Hmt HB a No wc aa l ta (Zn% good) In MowmSet Baalen 5 langfra Oy Croaby Don 
(4th), tut stmid come on for the experience 

Uaaoom: Flat maiden and sold tor erty 3400gns in J^y. Best effort overiinSas when 
3rd to Rree ft Kelso Bn good to soft) tn October, but has not nfii ter «er 11 wte 
Madman’s fiffirage: Al-weettwr wfanar (Sfl last year and made mWakaa when ahrays 
behind on Kahrfng debut ova- C&D (soft) last mn i di No Improvement when toted 
off last of 9 rate dme Bm. heavy) 

Ortearee Mekfon Raf handfaapper up to lm3f Eased whan beaten 3 out whm tost 

of TtllrteherebehM amply Gated on te first rwiortrhuntes at WWhertjy (3ffl. good) 
n October. Should figure n ths mudi rent race 

Hoveretta: RumeMfo In befit outings over hudtes a a inburgh (Bn. good) end over 
C&D (good) No Impression on easy wtoner Atnghtm (Diunph outodo) fast tine 
butthtatocksmuchaatoer 

GoUangMRleiHM! Only sefeig das* cm 8te Rat last year for Flay Cnoflft Unptated 
In 6 wtegs. inefwfing the fart season at dUancas up to 1’Am 

Mtnatar Mooigata: U^Jy raced on fist and Tost ran n NovwrtwB97 when tlih 
d 12 to Primary Colous or Southeeft (toi. AW) 

My Bab Won over 5fasa2yo and best effort last seesoh when 2nd to Ffopton at Red- 
car p’/rn good to soft) tr JJy. Has not iwi stocftW long absence against her 
Scot* Bwtjustote opponent Ina unptacad nm last Rat teaser at dstancest? to 
r/im for John Wbrwnght 

VERDICli Disco IbKfa aecond to ftejafl a NewcasUe ai December was given a 
boodwhentaWKtWyitu’yRyetvwntontowinaeatahaB'fromKIng^Hi*- 
aarend Jago (tenner nead flme). Ucafy Uroufl^ Rovareao's farm a nothing air d 

the OftfinaryL so a donee is token with ORLEANS- He was prorriKnt to three out on 

Hs hurrfing dabut behnd Tnurph outsider Sfatpiy GWtod at Vfotfwby n October end 
has the phy^yje to do wel over fcxdfae. 


Southwell 3^0 


M 11-a 5-1 92 Si 


vm 11-1 w tn 04 tt-1 

aw»PanMr tn tH t M tt-1 tM 

EtewRito 14-1 tM tl-1 tM p-1 

Ufa P-1 g-1 14-1 12-1 tl-t 

BwtotaMe wt tt-1 W 14-1 IM 

VtenaBlBite 20-1 an tB-t an m 

HtoaLadgar g-1 22-1 B-1 g-1 tB-i 

Baa Quad 3>-1 20-1 25-1 2&-1 8-1 

Doubfag 33-1 &T 2B-1 25-T 25-1 

fthSto 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 

Eachm* a Qaftrta odfo pteor 7. 4 1 « 
C QA HVftn m LtodMK SSfafcy Tito 


TOWCESTER 
Going: Soft (Heavy ptahes) 

1AKI: (2m Sf seSng handcap hudte) 

1. OURSUUBHtDGE — OMcPfnl tl-2 

2. Amteonmomottas EBymalfrZ 

ft. Mr Chrtate R Dmanody 14*1 

Abo: 4-1 fav Ctoraswan (5th). Tl-2 BaJ- 
morto Princess, 7-1 Apache ftrtc, 17-2 
Simply (4th). 9-1 The Ftysig Doctor, 12-1 
Combo (6th). Wtotsre Keep. 16-1 San- 
d»m 33-1 ChBy Lad. 50-1 Six OertOk 66-1 
Crazy Horae Dancer 

14 ran. 12. R r/., 2, 27 (A Carrol. Wore). 
TWo: wh E&30; places E3«L E2O0, B44a 
DF: 23790. CSF: S46EU Tricast 259442 
Wl: Atfti Traketor. No fad for wtonar. 

2.10: (3m If handcap chase) 

1. RAHALLAH J Cutely 7-1 

2. RfflMmridftwd GBradwy 13-8 lav 

3. Wandering Light R Johnson 5-2 

ANbs fl-2 Bankhoad (4th), g-i Sato Gant 
(5th), 20-1 Bteydougaa Christmas Gores, 

33-1 Breve Buccaneer. Denver Bay 30-1 
Just Broca. 

10 ran. 2, dst, -5, nk. (Mfas H Kh^a, Vtfan- 
taga). Hate: win E780. places £170l 211Q 
£231 DF: £030. CSF: 21786- TricaaC 

E35.TL Trttocaa: £1)950. 

240: (2m novice hurde) 

1. GET THE POINT DGategher9-1 

2. Colonel Hook. — R Johnson 14-1 

3 Radouafto _N WHBanoon 4-5 tov 

•tetofl-4 Bassam (4thy 7-1 Prame Ind- 
an (SOi), C-1 ShafaaL 40-1 Nansen (6th). 
50-1 More Pun, 68-1 Kunfiston, SJO-1 Hen- 
bury Princess. 

10 ran. 22, Th. ft dtet. 13. (S GoMngs, 
Louth) Tbte: win 21070; places £23ft 
E2Btt cm DF: E4U7U CSF: 211222 
3.10 : (2m 6 * novi ce cha se) 
1.CfS=RFULA5PECr_R Johnson 64 far 

2 Spring Double C LlawaRyn 5-2 

a Browjoahy p Leahy 11-2 

AUKK7-2 Sweet Lard (4th). 2S-1 Kentucky 
GaU, 33-1 Buflers Math, MatestE Storm, 
TO-i Tene to Parfaz. 

8rrei.13.R29 (H Daly Ludlavri. Itotre <wi 
E220; places C14D CtKX 220G DF: £300 
CSF: CS32- NR: Mr Edgar. 

3AO: (2m handcap hurde) 

1. ISMafQ P Holey 114 

2. Provhjca JMsteeB-1 

2 tap R 0 Ybu Can J* R Fonfald 3-1 ^ tov 

Also: 3-i jt taw AntoUaMrous. 8-1 African 
Sun (6th). 12-1 Falcon Qdge (4th). 18-1 
Srowntogo Boy. What Jbn Wants 25-1 
Moonlighter (5th). 

9 tta. 13. ta. 2, 2 2 (D Bsworlh, WNt- 

combe). Ibis: win EfiAO; places £200. 
Eistx CL30, DF: £H8CL CSF: £3571 Ute- 

ast 007.44. 

4.10: (2m tiOyds hreidteap chase) 

1. ROVESTAR JR Ffarant 3-1 

2. Quango R Dunwoody 3-1 

a. Beyond Ou- Reach ji Jotmaon 7-a tav 
Atore 7-1 P a r l i am ent a rian (5th), 9-1 Mr 
Bean (4th). 

5 ran. 6, 1V-. 10, 27:. (C Popham, Taunton). 

ptacesSaa £taa DF: 1 
fitflCL CSF: CitOO 1 

4.40: (2m Ml Rat race] 

VINE HLL HAS MCWHD JIDurewodytMter 
f-Unf^n — ~N Wfltomoan 4-1 

52*" J Ofltanw 1«-1 

Also: 4-1 One of The Natives (Sdi), 7-1 Pre- 
tree, 9-1 Partempo QndreSa. 12-1 Got 

S l8 * l5 ^L , 5 u Vte »W»i (4 th), 66-1 

Bom Of Fubar, Marring Alt Our Lottie. Sr 

Murphx Thippl Guai, wo-i Deappassicn. 
14rerk7i. a ia Z V (P Hobba. ■ 

^SL^;SS‘ MftEi!3ai3 « 

^. , ^ p ^ EWU5emted 

Ptacepcrt: E272a Ouadpot- raon, 

Pteae & £2820. Ptace ss ES7ft 


tances of the races mean that 
the horses can be very tired at 
the end. But Phil Smith is per- 
fectly well aware of that.” 

Greeves says that^ “we are al- 
ways happy to discuss these 
matters with trainers, provid- 
ed they come through the right 
channels”. Whether the train- 
ers will be any happier after 
next week’s meeting is rather 
less certain^ - but then, perhaps 
that simply means that Smith 
is doing his job. 

■ A recurrence of leg trouble 
maykeepDanolioutof the line- f 
up for the Hennessy Gold Cup 
at Leopardstown on Sunday. 


Catterick 3.30 V 

C H__L S T 

Ante Ifat 5-1 6-1 11C lt-3 fi g 

SfaMM dSctaW fig M 1>C M 
aretenar_. »f 8-1 ftl _W_« 

Strep Cwnrevl M 7-1 6-1 »3 7-1 

ass m .w _>j_ >jjm 

HMtewr 7-1 S-1 114 91 frl j 

ftoarireiAawri P-i W t t-1 D-1 »i 

Cato Boa 14-1 ih g-i U-t 14-1 

Matean 14-1 w 14-1 w-l u-1 

Atedrii a n a w an an zo-r 

cabBoofaw e-i aw an -s-i s -i 1 

ftrearir W tn H-t 6-t si 

wntecwow g-i g-i s-i an an : 

Hreteponr 3H 2 B-1 25-1 20-1 231 ! 

Saucy Iton 25-t g-1 291 3H S O-1 | 

Nteteck 4fat 33-1 33-1 33-1 33 -1 

Dani 50-1 33-1 40-1 33-1 40-1 i 

GKfwmaquaOBrteadtapbcreT.3a4 I 


KELSO 
Going: Soft 

2 no: 1. KNOCXARA FAIR (B Storey) 1-3 
fac 2. ScraptMbc 33-1 ; 3. SiWymore 4-1 
12 ran. ft 2 (J Chariton). Tots: £130: CiOft 
£240, £2 j30l DF: £1400 CSF: £23» NRe 
C oftnaram. Wmottiy. 

230: 1. RAOIATKW (R McOadi) 4-6 fav; 3. 
CuOa.Red 14-1; ft. Oue en i Brigate B-i 
7 ran. 2'As. 24. (J J OWefil tore: CUO; D2Q 
SMQ Dft £780 CSF: ESQ5. f>R Aidant Scout 
3LD0: 1. OPTIMISTIC CHRIS (J Gotosten} 

6- 1; 2. Brtano 9-4; 3. Uniform Tl-D fav. fl 
ran. a a {A Sfreoter). tola: DBO; E43Q Cl4Q 
DF: £13.70. CSF; C1604. 

330: 1. DAW BLAKE (A S Srrtti) 5-1; 2. 
Swan bister 2-1 tav; a tough toat 7-2 8 
ran. Tl. 4. rr Dafgarty). TbH: £570; E240 
£150 DF: EifiO C#: £n23. Whc Bettor 
Tanas Ahead. Brambtebary. Better Tknes 

Ahead (B-1) withdrawn not infer ordera. HJb 
4 daducaton on al bets, top n the pound. 
4.00: 1. IOLKJE KMG (A Dobbfo) 11-4: Z 
Grooving 9-4 tavc 3. Gospel Song 4-i 11 
m to ft (P Mcrecd^ tolK £533; £220 £160 
E1BQ DF: EBXL CSF: £870 TricsBfc£2l7ft 
4L30: 1. ANDY BURNETT (MrB GtBOrt 5-1; 
2-Coollftta ft. Craig Bren 7-1 12 ran. 

7- 2 fawM oung Swwan (8 Ih). life, 21 (MfoaS 

Foretert tote £450: £2.10, £330 £150 DF: 
£4860 CSF: £7757. NFL MaSdJvDoa 
Ptecepot £6230 Quadpot warn 
Pteoa 6: £3551. Place 5: £3082 ^ 

LINGFIELD 

Caong: Standard 

CttWE (A' curane) n 
2. Rh» Ti Shine B-J; 3. Half tone BCK30 
!*. 1a !L 1 S. ran - TO O-Mfl faw Drefoe Trees. 17 s 
A (DOaprnanl. TUk £740; CUK, £250 
CtBO DR £3160 CSF: GS723 Triast £30186: 
2^tt LALAMEIN (Am Gmores) 13-8 fav: 
g^fwfatea g-i:. 2- Speedy Classic 52. 14 

nataMto daatort. (0 Nchcfiattoto: £250 
™f^SpMdy Ctaasfc £190, Pafotoa £230 

CSF: Waman, Speedy C5as- 
sta E2ag Alameh. Pereiee ceaft 

Mfct JTAUAN SYMPHONY (C Oogan) 
taw 1 »ren> 
rollsr Sternly B-t S ran. iy.. S (P Evnnal 
tote £3fto Clto OF: MO CSfTSml 
WR yan) to-atav: Z Kings 
An oy 9-2,- 3- B oM Oriental T2-1 6 ran. a 
tote: £240; n,to £2.10 DF; 

' D ePaiae fta-ij 

wtawsrem not raider ordera. Rule4 deduc- 
fionto board prices orly, Spin the pound. 

™tSSUS£g&ttgi 

D F- £47 10 CSF; Theaat: EU315S 

ploc8 P at S3100 Quadpot: £800 ik 
P«3wa:£9472PtereT^a 2 a 

^the independent 

HALING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

ktitE ^MM^W lAHIESj ^itg] 

UNGFIEID 977 

CATTERICK 972 982 u 

SOUTHWELL 973 983 

au. WURSES RESULTS 

1 .0891 261 970 
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g y League. New sponsorship deal helps clubs outside Super League start the new season in optimistic fashion 

Single division has a single vision 


™ between profes- 
sional dubs outside Super 
League will have a new na mo 
and a new profile when their 
seaswi kicks off this weekend 


By Dave hadfield 

yean the fink-up with an in- 
ternational name - or at least 


The amount involved has 
not been revealed, but Ford 
showrooms will also be ex- 
pected to strike tip relationships 


“"fE^taterships 

H COfifMijI ■ • _ * ^ 3 mOrale-bOQSl i rrt? rt\T!Tl i rorfi pn fkn OeamiMMLl. 


and second divisions are cele- 


will see them become the 
Northern Ford RFL Premier- 


for two subsequent seasons ' 
Par a competition that has 


morale-boosting coup 
“The product on the field has 

gnprovedoutofallrpon gnifjofi ” 
the chairman of the soon-to-be- 
renamed First and Second Di- 
vision Association, Bob 
McDermott, said as the deal 
was announced yesterday “All 


cent seasons and which will 
lose its funding from Sky after 


and this money win be used to 
promote the competition.’' 


vertise the Premiership along- 
side their new models. 

Their hope - and no doubt 
that of the dubs - is that ne- 
gotiations for a magazine-style 
programme on terrestrial tele- 
vision win soon come to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. The dubs 
excluded from the British 
game’s elite can then realisti- 
cally Inpe to be self-supporting. 


Fox builds after 
double tragedy 


Apart from carrying a well- 
knuwn name, the other obvious 
difference when the season be- 
gins on Sunday afternoon wffl 
be that two divisions have 
merged into one, consisting of 
18 clubs. 

While the carrot of winning 
the Grand Final at the end of 
September and elevation to 
Super League - just as Wake- 
field did last year -remains in 
place, the viability of the Pre- 
miership depends on the cali- 
bre of the competition. 

The first drasku was fierce- 


ly competitive and unpre- 
dictable last year there is a 
danger of more one-sided 
games now that the weaker 
dubs from the depths of the 
Second Division are being 
asked to step up a level. 

Even the worst, though, like 
Doncaster and TOufeington, are 
m a king strenuous efforts to 
improve themselves, with out- 
standing players of their era. 
like Gariy Schofield in South 
Yorkshire and Andy Platt in 
Cumbria, spearheading their 
ambitions. 


Lancashire Lynx, coached 
by another Great Britain stal- 
wart, Steve Hampson. showed 
in winning the Second Division 
and reaching the final of the 
Treize Tournoi that they have 
potential, but the top five should 
really came from the sides that 
performed wdl in the First Di- 
vision last time. 

Featherstone, heartbroken 
after felling at the last hurdle, 
have regrouped well. They 
were bound to lose players, no- 
tably Steve Collins to 
Gateshead and Karl Pratt to 


Leeds, but in Micro Okesene 
and the returning Brendon 
Thuta they believe they have 
the players to raise spirits and 
make the Uonheart Stadium 
as formidable a fortress as it 
was as plain old Post Office 
Road. 

Bull KR finished second in 
the table and, although they are 
still restricted by being in ad- 
ministration, they have hung 
onto the most exciting player 
outside Super League, the im- 
peccably loyal Stanley Gene. 

Swinton and Whines are two 


dubs with excellent facilities 
and ambitions to step up to 
Super League, whilst the new 
Whitehaven coach. Kevin 
Tamati. believes that he has the 
talent at his disposal to win the 
competition. 

Of course, this is the stage of 
the season when everyone is 
optimistic. But for the com- 
munity clubs of the game, as 
the}' sometimes like to style 
themselves, this was a day 
when there was some sub- 
stance attached to the feel- 
good sentiments. 


FOB THE Rochdale Hornets’ 
playeiH»ach,DeryckFbx,this 
winter has been a trauma he 
would like to forget but which 
he knows he never wilL 

The former Great Britain 
scrum-half has been to the fu- 
nerals of two of his players, one 
of them his dosest friend in the 
game. 

The death ofKari Marriott in 
the autumn, at the age of 27, 
was a devastating blow in itself 
“I only coached him for a few 
months, but I had a great re- 
spect for him as an opponent, 
for his strength and tough- 
ness,” Fox said. “But Roy 
going as well and so suddenly 
F D never really get over that” 

When Roy Powell died, like 
Marriott from a heart attack, at 
the end of December it brutal- 
ly severed a bond between him 
and Ebx that went back to then- 
ar days playing together as 12- 
'ip year-olds for St John Fisher in 
Dewsbury. 

“He was just as big then,” 
recalled Fox. “The biggest, 
strongest lad you’d ever see. 
Even then we miipH him the 
gentle giant” 

Their professional careers 
initially took them in different di- 
rections — Ifowell to Leeds and 
Fhx to Fteatfaerstone- although 
they later played together for 
Bradford, Featherstone and 
Batley as well as in Tfest match- 
es, before brought his great 


Rochdale Hornets* playercoach is 
determined to honour the wish of 
his right-hand man. By Dave Hadfield 


friend over the Bennines to be 
his assistant 

“He would have been my 
right-hand man and obviously 
we’re going to miss him badly.” 

There was a fear that the 
kiss of Marriott and Powell, two 
tragedies in such quick suc- 
cession, could seriously dam- 
age Rochdale's prospects for 
the new season in the Northern 
Ford RFL Premiership before 
it started, but Pax believes that 
he owes it to his friend not to 
let that happen. 

“I didn’t know how we would 
react an New’ifear's Day but we 
went out and played really well 
against Oldham. It was a mark 
of how far we’ve come.” They 
start the league season with a 
much sterner test on Sunday 
when they go to Featherstone, 
a dub that wait so dose to win- 
ning promotion to Super 
League last season. 

“It's my old dub and Roy’s 
old chib, so it’s going to be an 
emotional afternoon all round. 
They've gained some good 
players as well as losing some, 
so it’s a real test for us.” 

With a fan off-season -albeit 
one marred by tragedy - to 
work on the fitness and organ- 


isation of his squad, Fax now 
feels that Rochdale are his 
team, after the damage limita- 
tion when he took over midway 
through last season. 

BBs own craft at scrum-halt 
alongside the flair of Willie 
Swann, gives them an imme- 
diate advantage over most 
dubs. He has feougbt in two ex- 
perienced forwards in Andy 
Burgess and David Stephenson 
and he is tipping Danny 
Scultborpe, brother of Great 
Britain’s Paul, for a big season 
now that he has buckled down 
to serious training. 

And Fta also has a legacy 
from PowelL “He wanted to go 
into coaching and he wrote 
down everything he heard fimm 
all his coaches that he thought 
he could use. It's a pfie of paper 
about two indies thick and bis 
wife, Helen, passed it on to me 
last week. He's left me plenty 
to read.” 

So Roy Powell is still looking 
after his little friend, just as he 
used to on the field. 

“They say that ev e ryo n e has 
a guardian angel,” he said with 
a grin, “and I feel as though the 
big fellow’s up there looking 
after me.” 



1 feel as though the big fellow’s op there looking after me,’ says Rochdale’s player-coach, Deryck Fbx 


Andrew Varley 



LINGFIELD 

HYPERION 

1.40 Red Brook Lad 2.10 PAGASONIC (nap) 

2.40 Majadou 3.10 Illuminate 3.40 Majors 
Legacy 4.10 Guido 4.40 Musical SBng (rib) 


FORM VERDICT 

Soma of these Im hod quite hand men total* but SUM- 
MER FLOWER probably naadad her uu bat mak, whan weS 
out of tha handcap anyway and loois Vw ona to beel on 
Iw pravtous IbwoostBr effort 


13 101 HE 000 * 1 NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DUE (CLASS F) £2.250 2m 3f 110yds 


GOING: Salt tHaavy in places). 

■ Left-hand, mduiating coma 

■ Coma Is SE of town on B202a LfoofiaM station (sarwd by 
London. Victoria) adjoins course. ADMISSION: One endoarn 
na CAR PARK: Cfob £3: remander frae. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Ptpa &54 (278%), G L Moore H-S 6 
(218%), N IMston-Davfoa S39 {231%). D Nfchobon 7-* (368%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy £98%) R Durwoody 
IWO p25%) M A Fitzgerald 8 -« <SS%). N VWBamson «44 (80%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 129-286 (453%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: BattfaaMp Bruce (vteored. 


[o -ini ASHURST NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
[ ± v l £2,900 added 4YO 2m 3f 110yds 

1 820 LffiBffl0FL0VE(R)BUwfl»yTnl3 RJoTnon 

2 041322 IDRDOFLOVEfiq DtVfenstl 8 BCSted 

3 a PAGABOME ( 10 ) G L Moore H 3 PM da 

-Si 


3231 DEV0KHREp9)(D) MnVWBBTvBII t)_R Duraroody 

20344 QUESTS HM (50) HQtfy Bill JfrNAMyp) 

0-000 CWff PRSMTOflt10JDtWtoTB5T)t) RMnon 

M30 FMRMfS QAMJNG (82) PEcctes5t)4 0 Byrne 

06020 mflBNATE pj) D O&Wi 8 1! 1 JCtdoty 

-23P43 BROMHALlOWfM)ttsBVIhmg61)0-. £ Byrne 

-61 


1.40 


WORTH WOOD SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (G) £2,000 2m 110yds 

42*» INCUNUTION (7) Ms L Jewish t) APMC 

ROBIN (8] 


BETTING: 5-4 PegMOcic, 2-1 lord Of La**, 5-2 Legend Of Low 

FORM VERDICT 

A tricky race despite the anal Held There is Btlla between 
Lord Of Lora and l^gaeorric on their heeat niTihg at Fcrtwel. 
whan both handted the tasting condfoona. Both should ran 
ttnk-nca aasin. but dtftt preference lefa LEGEND OF LOVE. 

also handaa me candfoons and may not be easy to peg 
back. 


Mnfau n wagfc TON True handkap weigtt Bmrtwtow 9* lift 
Ift IT MB: arena DawneMra.*-tMuntaMa. 5-1 Queen*«Hda. 12-1 1 st- 
rife Darting, 14-1 BmrMo* CHaf PradWor 

FORM VERDICT 

BiacgltaiUo know what PavonahirB has ft ctWad. and eorv 
nectfons are far tram comlnced ana thfc potfid brings out 
the bast h him. B rnforit be wwtn aUng with OUSNS RIDE, 
who Is vttialy guaranteed to knprows mar this longer trfoi 


[4 -in I HOLTYE MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS F) 
I I £2^50 added 2m 110yds 

1 PMPP CHURCH HELD (64) C F^fham 7 11 6 RFanartB 

2 22 EIANHBOfTS(45TCasey7n6 WMamon 

3 0/U GET TOUGH P2) £ Wheeler 611 6 CWabb 

4 00» GUDOP4)ISsaVV«amsflll6 JIWMamsoo 

5 M HB40SRWW.(FS)n»(Bf)MPipe5TI6 APMoOoy 

6 PPPSO LOM>BSROBSp^PEedes7nB HrRBRoaa 

7 3 WESmBDCOC*NEYp0S)nPhip56ll6— JCfiboraa 

a BCD DEAUVILLE (DB()(FS7)P Hobbs 4 DD.RDummfy 

9 KAID (F1«3) I*s0 Wamg4 C *3 E Byrne 

-•dadarod- 

KnW& »4 Hods BM, 1 V4 Edai Haighta, 3-1 Eko DaauWM. 5-1 GUda 
9-1 WasflWd Cockney; 50-1 etham 

FORM VERDICT 

A couple of rCOBstmg newcomers, bul EDAN HEIGHTS has 
the benefit of pride experience and emdd put hts Flat speed 
to good use n Vis company. 


303G0 ROUND! 


»*s A Jotrsoi 5 n 7 J A McCarthy 


B PowaD 


FOBS SUMMER ROWOJ mffl) Mss Z Mon 9 n 3 -0 

QMHJR SPBUriWRE (228^ Jiang tl n 1 

P053 RED BROOK LAD » • 

0S4E RDRK ROYAL pi) (CD) (BF) P&4fcr4TI 0 TJ Mtfphf 

330 GHOST PATH (18) R 

544036 GAUGPMGGU1t3P5)CTBI>wa>n7PB^ 

536 SOW BOLS (16) J Joseph 4 D 6 — JGo 


5P4> BAMDCKY (USA) (PH) MM GKeSeaay5 1)3 — it Jobd SM i 

UO0W AYDSUN (779) RQltt 7fo2^ -— 

5-00 GOUDHfRAWNCajM^nwfOl 

fi PP-5 CMTHECARDSr^RariaareiDD.- DtTS®«m 

« PP^JFP ULiyTTg FUiY (3) I^B Yfarng 8 CO EByma 

Sf5ES(aTffiS«WiMM» 

Botl 8-1 Suuaaar Rowet 10-1 GlWl Mil, T2-1 Star Bale, 14-1Wm 


2.40 


ADVENTURE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,250 added 2m 

1 300-11 MAJADOU (FR) (9) (CD) Ml^eS US A P McCoy 

2 IMP AfrnCIdST (82) DCTBrtmBTI 2 pud* 

3 MFBD BARTHOLOMEW FAffl pS) (D) CDuryer 8 Tl 2 RPnrtN 

4 3PW ROGBtCRMfTZ (48) (D)MhVV«bts 7112 Jl WMmsl 

-Sdedarad- 

BEmNG: 1-7 M^adou, 1V2 Roamcranz, »-1 Bartholomew Fak; 100-1 
Arte HU 

FORM VERDICT 

MAJADOU wi win tNs bar a fai Havfcig won trite race last 
season wftfi Channplo*A who went on to win the Adda tt would 
seam toped) that Martti Bpe has the same plan in nfnd lor 
this come wfonac Ro san e ra n tt ahodd chase I ' 


3.40 


FELCOURT HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^50 added 3m 

04-P21 MAJORS LEGACY |M)(D)HDdy HUD RJotason 

-6045U EASIHORPE (25) Mb H K np* 11 II 9 — MARbgnMB 
PMH4 ANOim DEADUf (IQ (C IQ T Casay C € 9..T J Morphy 

-401 U RAGS (48) (BF) P AUwl t)9 01 

-4 ( 


4 4n I HBLB EDENBRIDGE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS F) £2,900 2m 3f 110yds 


BETONG: aim Mafoca Legacy. 11-4 Raqb,»4 EaKhorpa, 6-1 Anoth- 
er Deadly 

FORM VERDICT 

Mhjora Legacy loota an to run another big race and ha la 
much pretetrad to the doubthi stay® Eaathorpa. but shak- 
ing off RAQIB «i tha doeing stages could be a tal ordac Ragb 
is on the upgrade and lie extra gear ante Wsh can prone 
dedshre. 


1 32634 T1C K Bnr S G W (t)(a)BqGLMoow9120J»BatdUorW 

2 0SO3T1 SHOORCpjpgSCbafitl 6 f 6 ed JKAFfogarUd 

3 1-370 MUSICAL SUNG (27) {□) P tatts 6 H 9 RDwatoody 

4 03404 FOUNTAIN BID (48) R Dean 7 00 Mr NFeMyfl) 

5 3P500 EOUtrrSUMaJNG (52) (Cl^DDBnen? ao.XUawaiynB 

-Sdadarad- 

Idnarajm aogtt JOB Xixw nantieap ae^rt EqutyY Daring 99 3& 
BETTING: 15-8 Tleksrty'aGIR. 2-1 UuffoNSkng. 5-2 Shooft. 10-1 Foun- 
tMn Bid, 33-1 E<pdty*a DarQng 

FORM VERDICT 

FOUNTAIN BIO takes plenty of dnvng but ho does stay weS 
and It is reasonable to expect hfen to Improve on last eeassriS 
good eftans Musical 8 lfng remains rtare s tina tart he has 
had two very hart races and A remars to be seen whetrier 
he has recovered from them. 


SOUTHWELL 

HYPERION 

1.20 Klllarney Jazz 1^0 Le Sauvage 5L20 
Hambo Wattzer 2.50 Nathan’s Hero 3.20 Tom 
TUn 3.50 SUp Jig 4-20 

GOING: Standard. 

SJSl^ANTAGe: Mklde » kw best for 5 f; tow best for 71 

■ Ftbreoand suriace: Wt-hand sharp, aval coma 

■ Course feSrt SE of »wn andSr tW 

non adoats emrsa ADMISSION: (U) CC: TMtsrsalB E 8 JOAP 

r ^^ 0 ftrtme^Dtenxx7dOabEAs^^ 

(14%) S Bowrlng 4 MW (03%) " S1S3U 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Out* ^ 

fjn%) L Chamock 34-371 (52%) G Duffaid 31-234 (ISfPil 

■ FAV0tWfreS:«e-t40iPA%> „ 

LONS DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Blue Monk (UQ 

BUNKERED RRSTTWE: AntarcUc Sotw, Mercury & Tlerra 
Fuego (Si xbarad 12 C). 


1.50 


OLD CUPSTONE MEDIAN AUCTION 
MAIDEN STAKES (F) £2^00 1m 3f 

1 <XXVaUEMONKf«3A»toHCont»4912 SWbtamra»74 

2 CHAUAPW(J48)BobJcnea49 6 NDaylO 

3 0CB32 lES»UY»CEpS)DButer*90 .T’ Wm l 

4 DG6 SSYBISPtDBt (11)1*3 SLanKmar 49 'C—C'ftegue |3)4 

5 00032 ZAHA (22) J Parra 4 9 6 HPifceS 

5 OOMOHOPnrpi)Plta*B497 JOoktoS 

7 OGODO 5lAnJNS)(11)MM1aii497 GB*tto*fl7 

8 0006 TAfl BABY (2^ R HdWwad J 9 7 J)CMhne12 

9 00 ANOTHER AflTHURpB)WMdteoMi3B5 JR flhwton(3)S 

B C0S3- ARTHURS KHGD0M(t26) A Jsnte38S DSwaensy9 

p CO- IBNTY (74) C Thcnfon 3 85 Dean McKaoun 1 

12 4 S 3 MBR 9 DADEE( 19 (BRAJvw 3 B 0 MadfoD^arlS 

B 03004 CRASH CALL LADY (28) C Aten 38 0 — _NCarWe8 

14 eoOOO- RflJRCTOR(18^MPoyB»3BO PDoa(E )11 

-I4dactaiad- 

BEnM&94BrandBD68,10M0L88smgs.7-22du,fr-1ArtmlGD9- 
dore, 8-1 CMfi CM lad* 12-1 Sftar Spkfoi; 2M Ifcfl; 33-1 a8wra 

FORM VERDICT 

Aten .forvis sets a poser as befh Arthure Kingdom and Bran- 
da Dm are major players on tom In tNe modest went and 
B w9 be MsreEttiglo ssa if the imtcet apsefe muy in tawwr 
of one rather ftan the othec But vett goes to ZAKA. mho 

came across a decent sort lo be running on tha MV when 
second to Shogui at UngMd last (north 


2.50 


KELHAM HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 3YO 1m 

1 25230- 04*^1^(142) A Jerva 9 7 b Sweeney 6 

2 421B- VALE OF LEVS! (80) (C) (BF) K Ryan B2 ACo9wna2 

3 60S81 BAMBOO GAROBi (4) fCO) G 9 0 fia) -11 "fttinB 1 B 

4 0006 SffffT COMPLIANCE fQ) P StoE^eae B D_N IfolBd (3) 7 

5 0000-1 SIUWARE BOY (32) (CQDShar 80 JOoinrBB 

6 3306-1 PS r SBRAVE(7) (CO) UPcuyaseSOIBex) RlappfatS 

7 53202 NAIHA)rSHBIO{32)(S)RHoin9hBad8tl-DIUCscwi5 

8 ODO ABLE PETE (23) DCosgwaSE T Water* 10 

9 OOfrS BRATBY(1)P)(BF)IILWBBl7tl A8eeetl(7)« 

V 00004 MBSDOOOTBUSWESS(1^cnicmiai7B_PDoa(5)3 

- lOdeclmd- 

AMnuswa|yfr Ttr lofo TruefB«fc^paei«s. asBy7datL*fesD» 

Oytu&ms 7tt3to. 

BETRNQ: 74 Iteywn Boy, 4-1 MbK PfofS Brew, 02 NaMate Hm, 7-1 
tote Of Lsasn, Banhoo Ctenten, 1 0-1 Mbs Doodytuibws, tMothare 

FORM VERDICT 

RAYWARE BOY dtf enough when warning ewer come and 
Ostance test tkne to earn the we with the bHcais fitted once 
agaai Vale Of Leiren. Bamboo Garden and Plpte Brave are 
other AW wkrcra wtth sound dakra, whfc Brwttiy should not 
be nied out Just because Ws Oefest a Lngfield yesterday. 


3.50 


3.20 


LADBROKE AW SERIES HANDICAP 
(FINAL) (B) £14,000 added 6f 

PODM DOUBL&D(IB)jCD)WJrws5»Q.-JMc6afc(7)5B 


rroiTl LANGFORD APPRENTICES CLAIMING 

I STAKES (F) (Div l) £2,750 1m 

i is 

: s^WrSS^Si 

I ^ v 

— s^Saasasr 

FORM VERDICT 
A weak ettmer r which e 0 « 

Be Storm has so^xf cfotow ^ ^ ^ [ ^ 


( 2.20 


LANGFORD APPRENTICES CLAIM- 
ING STAKES (F) (DIV 11) £2,750 1m 

1 Sffll-3 RAABO WAU2SI (34) (CD BF) 0 Nrhefc 7 9 7_P Ctarka 7 

2 BURMNG (13) (D) N lifinodfen 7 B 4 R Thoreas (5)2 

3 BOW MOOI«UCWGp5)pZI)TRIsrtffiifiB1_jaSMBB(5)4B 

4 4C0HY lYNrONLADp87)EAtoi78fi — Mafene fMtn (7) 1 

5 5450*5 A»«*YBCUREW(CE9MC>apTWi989-Lttate(7)8 

6 COMO rMTS : (7)(C)TL8S*rty486— — . — Sft**ncnP)8 

7 BDOOG LAKE AHA (98) JL Eyre 8fi4_ DYbwg(7)3 

B S&BJO- SA5EED0 ^fl6B) KIAsgenB83 Pf*2sin»n*5 

9 4004- roncnU»6(J3qTPCn*l»4ei PHreiag*(7)B 

>9dedsrad- 

BEmN0:54 Hsreto Buretag, M AnsosBimn. ItoT* 

T 2-1 »i . . ..M *i g , 14-1 Fd w ar Low, Lyufoc Lsd,S-1 steers 

FORM VERDICT 

HAMBO WAI3ZER b a conabtert type who can take ad- 
wtagedastftB&laapporuiltyandthbtaaTaceiMlwtih- 
to tw ffasp. There are some speoietiva dangers such as 
Seeaedo and Lynton Lad, but an mm recent form It has 
to be Rstnbo ttbbzer. 


1 

2 62205 2XXrFSQANC3)(t6)(CD) EAbten89i3 Jferimt3 

3 46111 UUQftBW(q(D)DO»pr*iB9S|6Bl-_8C0H)(5)9 

4 1-0400 BESTOUEST (11) K8ute4 99 NCHter(q7 

5 H3CE MALLIA (4) (CD) T D Barer 6 9 9__ OPanSB 

6 1-43M BJON LBXSER (4) (CD) Ms N IteaUsy D B 9 $a) 

— PMcCsbalOV 

7 22326 BUKflypnNCE(amMaNlbadiy49BJ)McKseeR4V 

8 4^TB TWATREIMaCni)(CD)DSHwS98 — N MM (3) 14 

8 C3-CE 0CKERD1) MsNMic*1sy 596 R Price 16 

V 0000-0 PRttSTARfIB) CR*rtu*t486^. CliretterizV 

II 0MO3 RSJama£(3)(D)(BF)DChaqnBn896JlCatanBl5 
■a OB-DO JCHfBOWOLBlMUStt:(22)(D)MJdTC»l4 95Jfto«*^1 

0 060-1 TOMTUN (28) (CD)lfcsJCnB4 94 TWEunsS 

14 QOAM EURO vanuts (18) (0) Dffcttfc4B3- PDoeRII 

C OOMQ TOUWBWWW(1-n(D)Date»rena91-LCfBmaek2B 
t 0060 PLE4DWG £8) (D) W IAs»i 6 0 0 RGectmS 

-18 declared - 

BETTWG: 5-1 OdK iWTbm Dm. 7-1 BaoUteaura, Ptaadtag, 8-1 John 
Bowdbr Music; 10-1 RMiOd, Theatre Magic. TM EJhwy Prince, 12-1 
ggaftPuiC* 14-1 Waffs, 14-1 Bad ate teM s . 18-1 Sten UdawiYowg 
Hgwfo, 2S-1 Bast QdSSL 26-1 DtefoM, 33-1 Prix Ster 

FORM VERDICT 

The draw has been irtcind to Ockar, but the frant-ru«*>g 
John Bowdter Musts tawel pleoed to mate abokl tad tan 
stal ona However, tha one to best is pn^esstwe TOM TUN. 
who has won four timea for todayfc rider, Tyrone WBnmo. 


NEW BALDERTON SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS G) £2^00 added 1m 3f 

1 /WBD- BEZMZZIE (45) U BnarBDO ._R Freruar (7) 7 

2 00*20 BROCMElJNE(21)(CD)UsURM«ySBO.ACtehana15 

3 33-005 CASTLE ASSY JACK (t^PHawtng5 90 JOuhn9 

4 3030 KTPHSCOfT) UesSVrton 590 SWMhrertiSV 

5 2306 0 JOSSES WE (MM (CD J»srtnt9DJ1Goeta»WB 
8 000 M PEIEHFEHftcr(WUsSLaivnan59O.C'aa0uaP)13V 

7 46240 PICXBfS (USA) (tl) (CO) Ekcea 790 .. ..KfoiUnlter? 

8 0X34 SUPJOnKButeB90 NCabn(5) 10 

9 OOWJO UBUCHE{2S)UChacman4BC 8MgMM(7)HB 

C 0- STACCATO p53) D&nSiCBZ. ClteMharB 

tl 63S0 PORI11ESOPHED1)(CO} UBMIMBB9 .If Sarepb(7)S 

fi OMOOTTtANSIWBff(7)DCBnol769 RHhft*1ck(5)1 

O 060 AT«a«AJItffiGHra(B)MYterrg<87 RPrt»4 

H 006-33 BWMES OWN (imC)J Liters 48 7 ..JDhdMcKsomi 12 

* OMCSCASATip^Pft^eca? PM Oaten ( 7)3 

16 PUTWEEp^PDa»n<87 LChtencckM 

-ISdKtand- 

BETDNG:4-1SlpJte.MPIcfcana,6-1 Bndaa Una. 7-1 Binies Dare. 
6-1 Pcrtto Sophie, W Joseph's YTtea, in Creae Asttry Jre*.T2-l CaaaB, 
Hyp*rtw,i4-1 ottwi 

FORM VERDICT 

A good o p port u rety for PICKENS, who wffl appreciate tote 
dop d dass and w3 be abb to lake ifo a good posteon early 
from his fawuabie itaw Hs main rival on official retags, 
Joseph's Wtae. is poorly ttam on the outside and SBp Jig 
may he a better option tortoreenst backers. 


4.20 


MANSFIELD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 1m4f 

1 HAM- PCMIDBl RNB) ( 11 t^ K Bate 5 130 Q Swawwy 5 

2 20305- CWERT0Y0U(IKA)P33) TDBancnSCO ...OlteaisB 

5 64-312 RMAIS ( 18 ) (C) J L Hama 4 B 7 J)CochteBe2 

4 5004-5 SUMMBWLLSP^IAL(T7)(D)D Barter 866 -TWteaa* 

8 500-11 LAAJADEED{18)(C) Mf%kJb5a4S3 JiPotartp)? 

6 DW- CAROLAWM P22) (CD) (BF)N 6^1 76 1 JCteteol 

7 S3K- FATBULKHAB (J62) B Been 77 D PHsnagan(7)B 

8 000-1 NOSiOBNOlEYfSOlKCO) MA&ciby4 7dlpeO ... 

..... . DMaGBwonS 

-8 declared - 

Mown rmfoto W 10b. Truo hsri&p > fefateftfer St. No 
Shots No Na*s7ei5B) 

BEnWZ »4 Mate, H No Shrea No (tews. S-1 lea Jadcod. 1 V2 nwdv 
RNacT-1 RSshafttBlcCaor Agate, ire-1 OrarliYbu.a*tmertMSpaeW 

FORM VERDICT 

Life is going to be tough for NO SHOES NO NEWS in hnure 
K he s uneda to oblge from a mark tote lower mm he la 
dueto race eff hem mmcnont Thera am questen mads aphst 
rtrest of Its r Irate, neusng toa tamer C 2 sch nnwr Powder 
ffiver. and Wei* looks the most sold Bternahve to the 
favourite. 


Tyson faces 
return to gaol 


MIKE TYSON wfll today face the 
prospect of being sent back to 
prison when be comes up 
against prosecutors in a Mary- 
land courtroom. 

Already on parole for a 1992 
rape conviction in Indiana, the 
former world heavyweight 
champion win be sentenced by 
Montgomery County District 
Judge Stephen Johnson on two 
counts of misdemeanor assault, 
each of which carries a maxi' 
mum penalty of 10 years In 
prison and fines of $2,600 <£L500L 

The charges stem from a 
minor traffic accident last 
August in Gaithersburg, Mary- 
land, when Tyson's wife, Mon- 
ica, was shunted in a three car 
chain- reaction. Tyson allegedly 
jumped from the car, punched 
a 62-year-old driver in the jaw 
and kicked another, 50-year- 
old man in the groin. 

Tyson pleaded no contest to 
the charges in December and 
has readied out-of-court fi- 
nancial settlements with both 
of his alleged victims. 

“We are asking for probation 
with continued counselling and 
community service, of which he 
has already done 54 hours," 
Tyson’s lawyer. Paul Kemp, 
said yesterday. 


BOX I N G 


BY ALLEN SIMPSON 

Kemp added that the boxer 
has been visiting juvenile Of- 
fenders and terminally ill chil- 
dren near his Arizona training 
facility in hopes of gaming the 
judge's leniency. 

In court documents filed last 
week, however, prosecutors 
asked the judge for “executed 
incarceration,’' labelling the 
volatile 32-year-old a “buflv” 
and a “ticking time bomb” who 
could lose control of his temper 
at any time. 

Under Maryland law, incar- 
ceration can be a sentence as 
light as probation. Tyson’s 
lawyers say. But Montgomery 
County’s state attorney Douglas 
Gansler. has made it dear he 
wants a gaol term. “That would 
not be an inappropriate sen- 
tence," Gansler said. 

Anxious to forestall a prison 
sentence, Tyson supporters 
hope to have Muhammad AE on 
hand for moral support. At 
least one of the fighter's alleged 
victims, 62-year-old Abimelec 
Saucedo, will be there to tell the 
judge that gaol time is unnec- 
essary. 


Austrian delight 


ALEXANDRA MEiSSNTTZER, 
Renate GOtschl and Michaels 
Dorfmeis ter will never be mis- 
taken for the Spice Girls but 
they still managed to strike a 
blow for Girl Power in Beaver 
Creek, Colorado, yesterday. 

The Austrian trio, led by 
Meissnitzei; finally put one over 
on the all-conquering Austrian 
men, when they swept the 
medals in the women’s super- 
G at the Alpine Wbrid Champ- 
ionships. It maited the first 
time in 35 years that Austria 
had filled a podium at a major 
event, but more importantly it 
bettered the men’s gold-bronze 
in their super-G on Tuesday. 

“This is the first time in a 
long time that we*ve done bet- 
ter than the men’s team,” said 
Meissnitzer, who finished 0.03 


SKIING 


seconds ahead of Gotschl to 
claim her first world raedaL “It's 
a good feeling." 

Johnny Moulder-Brown, the 
20-year-old Londoner; has with- 
drawn from the championships 
after damaging a cartilage dur- 
ing a giant slalom event in St 
Moritz last week. 

The four members of the 
British Land Alpine Ski Team 
who will be competing in the 
technical events, Alain Baxter. 
Boss Green, Emma Carrick- 
Anderson and Chemmy Alcott, 
flew to the States yesterday to 
join their team-mates Andrew 
Freshwater and Tessa Pine, 
who have been competing in 
the downhill events. 

Results. Digest, page 29 
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Drugs in sport: Samaranch tries to defend doping loophole but final declaration proves unacceptable to ministers 


Politicians object 


IOC 


THE TLEAR MESSAGE* Which 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee hoped to send out from 
their World Conference on 
Doping in Sport became one of 
confusion and uncertainty yes- 
terday, even though it was con- 
firmed that a (£l5-6m) 
anti-doping agency would be es- 
tablished in time for the 2000 
Olympics. 

The IOC received an em- 
barrassingly dear message 
from attending governments 
that its final declaration on 
doping was not acceptable, and 
may even have helped those 
who sought to cheat It was not 
what an organisation strug- 
gling to improve an imagg tar - 
nished by recent scandals over 
corruption wanted to hear. 

Britain’s minister for sport, 
Tony Banks, speaking on behalf 


by Mike rowbottom 

m Tjtnsftnnp 

of his 14 fellow European Union 
sports ministers, refused to 
endorse the document in its 
current form. Banks’s objec- 
tions, which he said were 
shared by government repre- 
sentatives from the United 
States, Australia, New Zealand, 
Norway and others, centred 
on a loophole left in the sanc- 
tions for eloping abuse, and the 
composition of the body which 
will oversee the new anti- 
doping agency. 

Although the IOC have 
adopted a minimum two-year 
ban fin* first doping offences, 
they have left in the possibility 
of competitors escaping the 
ban in “exceptional circum- 
stances”, following resistance 


from tiie world governing 
bodies of football and cycling. 

The beleaguered IOC presi- 
dent, Juan Antonio Samaranch, 
said the additional clause was 
necessary because of toe risk of 
legal challenge, and added "it 
was very important to keep the 
unity of all international feder- 
ations within the Olympic 
Movement”. Banks described 
the Mnrtimw as "minimalist 
and permissive", saying the 
wording undermined the effec- 
tiveness of the intended ban. 

“I see no reason why in the 
face of what they might: see as 
problems, the IOC then starts 
defeating the purpose,” Banks 
said. “They really have to say 
“this is what we’re going for 5 and 

consult and then test it 

"If they are going to say 
“we're not sure we can ever get 


this through, therefore we’re 
not going to do if , that is not the 

way to make legislation. There 
are those who say this has ac- 
tually weakened the position on 
doping.” He added that it would 
be down to governments to es- 
tablish their own legislation on 
doping offences, - 
“This issue is bigger Qian the 
IOC, although it migh t be a sur- 


laiger than themsdves," Banks 
said. "IOC members have been 
a little stunned by the inter- 
vention of governments in this, 
but they could expect no less. 
Ybu cant invite government 
ministers to a conference and 
expect them to just sit there and 

applaud politely." 

The IOC’s original proposals 
over the constitution of the 15- 
strong council to direct the 


anti-doping agency have also 
met with firm resistance from 
attending ministers, and the 
assumption that Samaranc h 
would chair the council has 
been flatly contradicted. 

“We weren't happy with hav- 


sors and the pharmaceutical 
industry on the council," Banks 
said *1AiKi it would be better ftjr 
the IOC not to be in the chair. 
This is not a declaration which 
we accept as being an end It is 
a first step." 

A working party involving 
Olympic and government rep- 
resentatives will meet within 
three months to determine the 
structure and financing of the 
agency. 

Samaranch insisted that the 

de claration amounted to a 
"message of hope" for the 


Olympic family. In defence of the 
winding of the sanction he cited 
a hypothetical comparison be- 
tween an experienced 30-year- 
old athlete caught doping, and 
a 15-year- old who mi g ht have 
been "manipulated by his en- 
tourage". The 78-year-old pres- 


moval of their voting rights is be- 
lieved to have been headed off 
by an informal agreement that 
toe 15-strong body diargedwito 
adapting tha rite of toe 2006 Win- 
ter Olympics win oofy whittle the 
spy contenders down to two, 
and the rank and file of the IOC 


ident deflected toe question of wiU then vote for their choice, 
whether he was wffimg to accept There a similar sense of un- 

fhat be should not phair the certainty yesterday over the for 
counefl directing the new anti- tore of the GH200G project, to 
doping agency. “Fm not saying which the IOC has contributed 
this now. The person win be a $lm over the last four years, 
person elected by the council." A research team led by Pro- 

Rumours persist that Sama- fessor Peter Sonksen, of St 
ranch has had to compromise Thomas’s Hospital, has arrive 
the changes made to the at what it believes is a reliable 
process ofselectinghost cities test to determine illegal use of 
fix* the Games that were made human growth hormone, 
here last month in the glare of But Prince Alexandre de 

world publicity. M erode, the director of the IOC 

The revolt of 50 IOC men*- medical commission, said that 
here protesting against toe re- a farther $5m would be re- 


quiredtoveri&'thpfoidi^ and 
intficated that Wood testing-oo 
which the method is based - 

would only be carried out for re- 
search purposes at the 2600 
Olympics. 

Sonksen, howevee said yes- 
terday that toe test couM be in 

place in time for Sydney “This 
fa toe second stage erf toe oper- 
ation," he said, adding thathe re- 
mained optimistic after the 
positive response the IOC 
medic”! commission had given 
to his ftill report 

The most succinct IOC re- 
sponse of the day earn* from. 
Senegal's Kcba Mbeye, when 
asked by a reporter wbetoer the 
phrase "exceptional circum- 
stances” referred to any highly 
p a i d professional athlete. “No,’’ 
Mbaye replied It remains to be 
seen if he is right. 


Nothing grim 
about Buckley’s 
Grimsby Town 

After a rough time at The Hawthorns, the Mariners 7 
manager is back among old friends. By Guy Hodgson 


IF THERE is one sign guaran- 
teed to provoke mirth and de- 
rision in visiting football 
supporters, it is the one saying 
“Great Grimsby” which greets 
you as you enter the town on 
the AI80. Grimsby? No wonder 
they put Greater before London 
and Manchester 

After all, it is 50 years since 
Grimsby Tbwn were in the top 
division and it was the 1930s 
when they came closest to a 
major honour; twice reaching 
the semi-finals of the FA Cup. 
No, toe tag “great” does not sit 
easily at Blundell Park. 

Make that “promising”, how- 
ever; and you are nearer the 
mark, because the way things 
are progressing Grimsby could 
make it to the First Division 
play-offs this season. And in 
that situation, as Chariton Ath- 
letic could testify, who knows? 

Grimsby have taken 19 out of 
their last 24 points and are 
currently just outside the play- 
off places which, on average 
home gates of less than 7,000 - 
worse even than those of cash- 
strapped Oxford United - is lit- 
tle short of a wwxfer: Tomorrow 
they meet Bolton in what 
should be a litmus test of their 
promotion credentials. 

Alan Buddey the trumnpr 

working this minor miracle, does 
have previous fora?. He was 
successful at Walsall, took 
Grimsby from the Fburto Divi- 
sion to the Second in his first 
spell at Blundell Park and, last 
season, he guided the dub to 
VfemMey for the first and second 
times, winning toe Auto Wind- 
screen Shield and promotion 
via the play-offs in the process. 

“If I had come here and 
been stupid enough to predict 
what would happen in either 
spell they would have thought 
it was a fairytale,” Buckley 
said. “You couldn't have script- 
ed iL It’s cuckoo-land stuff." 

Ebr a sport that has resided 


TODAYS 

FIXTURES 


too long in cuckoo and karma 
land this week, it is a relief toe 
story line is footbaD-related. 
Buckley was tempted away 
from Grimsby by West 
Bromwich Albion in 1994, Lost 
his powers to amaze at The 
Hawthorns, and then picked 
them up again as soon as he 
walked through the doors back 
at Blundell Park 
Which wholly confounds the 
theory you should never return 
in football. “Who says you 
shoulxto't come back?” Buddey 
asked, with some vehemence. 
"Someone has dug that out 
from somewhere and no one 
knows who it is. Ask Graham 

‘We out-footbaUed 
West Brom and 
afterwards there was 
a guy asking: "Can 
you do a piece for 
17V?" It’s a two-word 
answer, isn't it V 


Taylor: ‘Should you go back?’ 
You look at what’s happened to 
Watford since he returned 
there. 

“Grimsby is not how it 
sounds, grim. Lots of people 
come here and never want to 
leave toe place. My lads grew 
iq) here, my wife loved it, she 
was very settled, so in a sense 
it was like coming back home. 
Obviously I came back for the 
football but it’s a nice place to 
live.” 

Why did he leave then? “At 
the time it came at the wrong 
or the right time, depending 
how you look at it,” he replied. 
“I felt Grimsf^y and I had gone 
as far as we could. We were es- 
tablished in the First Division, 
I could never see us in the Pre- 
miership and there was the 
challenge of a bigger dub. But, 


as Kevin Keegan said once, it 
wasn’t like it read in the 
brochure." 

His two years at The Haw- 
towns rankle both with Buck- 
ley and supporters, who regard 
matches between the dubs 
with almost derby hostility. 
Most of all, it irks him that toe 
legend has gone around that he 
was a failure there. 

“You read it in programmes 
when you visit grounds: ‘After 
a horrendous time at West 
Brom — but was it? Have a 
look at the League table in Oc- 
tober 1994 and see where the 
dub were in the First Division. 
They were on their way down. 

“We weren’t relegated; in 
my ontyfiiH season there we fin- 
ished llth, which was their 
best position for 10 years and 
even when I was sacked they 
were 15th. It rankles me that I 
seem to be considered a walk- 
ing disaster:” 

The West Midlands media, 
which he believes has pedalled 
toe myth, irk even more so and 
he refused all requests for in- 
terviews after Saturday’s game 
at West Brom. "A dub loses 
three games over there and 
Central TV is in the pub asking 
supporters what they think of 
the manager They were dig- 
ging for negatives all the time. 

“We out-footballed West 
Brom on Saturday and there 
was a guy who came to toe 
dressing room asking: “Can 
you do a piece for ITV?’ It’s a 
two-word answer; isn’t it? Tm 
nota hypocrite so sooner than 
have an argument I’d rather 
keep out of the way. I didn’t go 
into the press room either why 
should I give them something 
to write?” 

Ouch. Ybu do not read psy- 
chology qualifications to see 
Buddqy is happier at Grimsby 
where he has revised his opin- 
ions about where the dub could 
go. “I was wrong that first time. 
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Alan Buddey outside Blundell Park: It’s cuckoo-laud stuff* Andrew Varley 


We used to beat Barnsley home 
and away and yet, two years 
lalec they were in the Premier- 
ship. So if they could do it, so 
could Grimsby. Ybu never know. 

"I don't think toe current 
Grimsby side play as good, 
pure football as previous ones 


but weVe harder to beat Thafs 
a little unfair to the lads, who 
are honest pros who work very 
bard for the dub, but you have 
to understand I have been here 
ifl m onths this time white I had 
been here six-and-a-half years 
before. Judge us in fiveyears.” 


So far the verdict has been 
favourable, and should file dub 
eventually reach the Premier- 
ship that verdict will better 
stiff. They say greatness comes 
totoosewfaowaft-andGrims- 
fcy have been waiting for a long 
time. 


Gregory stays 
at Villa Park 
insists Ellis 


JOHN GREGORY has become 
the latest manager to be ruled 
out as a contender to replace 

f Uonn Wnrtrilp «s En gland maeh 

- although it was by his chair- 
man at Aston Villa, Doug Ellis. 

EDis said that Gregory who 
will celebrate 12 months in 
charge at VIBa Park this month, 
has told him he does not want 
to be considered for the post 

“He is committed to us as we 
are committed to him and hope- 
fully he win be our manager for 
many years to come," EULs said. 

Ellis, who sits on the com- 
mittee that has to appoint a new 
England coach, added: “Even if 
they did come, the answer 
would be 1,000 times ‘No’.* 

The French national coach, 
RogCTltemerre, unsurprising- 
ty refused to become embroiled 
in noddle’s sacking yesterday. 
Lemerre said personal experi- 
ence had taught him not to take 
England hghtty, manageriess 
or not 

"I know the reason why it 
has happened but I do not want 
to comment on it,” Lemerre 
said, after naming a squad fin: 
next Wednesday’s game at 
Wembley that includes the Ar- 
senal trio, Nicolas Andka, Em- 
manuel Petit and Patrick 
Vieira, and the Chelsea pain 
Franck Lebeouf and Marcel 
Desailty. “When I played for 
France against England in 
1969, toe French national coach 
had resigned 10 days before the 
game. We went there with a dif- 
ferent coach and we lost 5-0 so 
I have been through it as a 
player It is difficult hut England 
will always be England and 
this won't change them.” 

The Professional IbotbaHers* 
Association has urged man- 
agers to attend its "charm 
school” to avoid another Glenn 
Hoddle farce. 

“Everybody in toe game ac- 
cepts, like it ornot, that the man- 
ager’s job is a public relations 
role - be it with television, radio 
or newspapers,” the PFA chief 
executive Gordon Taylor said. 
"Wfe are looking to introduce the 
course to more senior prafes- 


former players, they would be 
fulty entitled to take advantage 
of the course as weff” 

The former England striker 


BY ALAN NIXON 

David Hirst has returned to full 
training at Southampton and 
could be playing within three 
weeks, after recovering from the 
knee irgury which has kept him 
out all season. Hirst hashes out 
of action since damaging knee 
ligaments when he fell down a 
pothole during a training run 
last summer. 

The Saints are giving a 
week’s trial to a Portuguese 
defender, Nuno Campos. Their 
manager Dave Jones watched 
toe 23-year- old play for Cam- 
poraaiorense l3St weekend. 

Sampdoria have welcomed 
back Luciano Spalletti as David 
Platt's replacementjust ova- six 
weeks alter sacking him as 
coach fix 1 poor performances. 

Neville Southall who has 
been playing for Tbrquay Unit- 
ed, is set to sit on the bench for 
Huddersfield against Derby 
County in the FA Cup fifth 
round on 13 February. The 40- 
year-old goalkeeper has been 
playing forTbrquay while Ken 
Veysey has been injured. 
Southall who is goalkeeping 
coach at Huddersfield on a 
non-contract basis, will spend 
extra time at the Yorkshire 
dub. 

The Hearts defender David 
War is set to have talks next 
week over a move to Liverpool 
The Scotland centre-half is out 
of contract at the end of the sea- 
son and is unlikely to agree a 
new deal at Tynecastle. 

The Huddersfield manager 
Peter Jackson hopes to sign toe 
Oxford United striker Dean 
Windass today. Jackson plans to 
push through a £800,000 move 
for Windass, also a target for 
Leicester; with toe money from 
new owner Barry Ruberry. 

The Scottish First Division 
side Baito Rovers should sur- 
vive the season after manage- 
ment took a voluntary pay-cut 
yesterday and the players de- 
rided to forfeit win bonuses 
until toe end of the season. 

i?(5^S rsr l ! S*** 1 * (Monaco). Pan- 
to (MarseMts); Bfaoc (MarseBes). Cmkta 
[Rom.!). DcurtKg Lafcoruf (both Chelsea). 
Uunaw (Baysrn Munich). Ttaran (Ry- 

BngnnMHi (RjrmJ). rrr irt.au,,. O- 
K»th JuventtK). DJorfeMfr 
Petft ' Welr » (both 

nal); Aaelloi (Arena!). Dtuprr* P1m» 
(both Marseilles), Lsstamdes (Bordeaux). 


FOOTBALL 

NAnOHMnDB 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DnilSKM 

Bristol Oty w QPR (7.45) 

SECOND DIVISION 
Colchester v Vbrk |7,45). 

THIRD DIVISION 

Swansea * Brighton (7.45).. .... 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
P HHI m b Newnurketv r e ft atowg (7.45). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

FMENDUT MATCH: Sheffield v Hull 
(7.90). 

RUGBY UNION 

7.0 unless stated 

ARTTERMAnONALS: Miami Av France 
A (5.0) {UDotmybnok Dublin); Scotland 
A v Ubles A fat M jttes S de. Edinburgh) 
UNDER -21 MTERHArtOHJILS: Ireland 
Under-21 « France Under- 21 (atMusgrme 
PutK. Cant); Scotland Under-21 v Wales 
Under- 21 [6.30) (Of Bhdgctiaugh. SteflngJ. 
REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: Scottish 
0atftCtS^Cravraha^Wcl5hXV(S30)(ar I 
Mynnide). 

BASKETBALL 
BU0WB5ER LEAGUE: UkfiSW FMerj 
v Birmingham Bullets [6.01: Sheffield 
Sharks s Chester Jets (7.45). 

OTHER SPORTS 

SQUASH: British Closed Championships 
(Manchester). 

BANBHTON: English National Champ- 
ionships (Haywards Heath). 


Whyteleafe seek grand scalp 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 

SKI HOTLINE 


GEOFF CHAPPLE was an ex- 
pert at toe art of FA Cup giant- 
killing during his time in charge 
of Wbking, but in the FA Umbro 
Tft)pby he irften finds himself in 

the reverse position: a manag- 
er guarding against an upset 

That is the case tomorrow, 
when Chappie takes his Kings- 
tanian side to Whyteleafe in toe 
fourth round of the Trophy. The 
little Surrey dub from toe First 
Division of the By man League 
have readied toe last 32 of the 
tournament for the first time in 
toeir history and they are eager 
to put their name in the head- 
lines. 

Chappie won the Trophy 
three times in four years with 
Woking, but he has yet to make 
an impact in the competition 
with Kmgstonian. Last season, 
his first with the chib, they 
were knocked out at the first 
hurdle by Crawley. 

The ifc beat the Conference 
leaders, Kettering Tbwn, 5-2 in 
the last round to reach this 
stage, but Chappie is insisting 
that his players give Whyteleafe 


NON-LEAGUE 

NOTEBOOK 


by Rupert Metcalf 

just as much respect as the 
hig h-flying No rthamptonshire 
dub. "It’s a potential banana 
skin for us,” he said, "and we 
must ensure we are in top form 
on toe day." 

Chappie's former dub, Wak- 
ing, entertain Rushden & Dia- 
monds in one of two top ties 
between Nationwide Confer- 
ence dubs. Hie other is at 
Whaddon Road, where Chel- 
tenhamTbwa the TTOphy hold- 
er, take on Stevenage Banugh. 

One of toe more experienced 
sides from outside the Confer- 
ence left in the Trophy are 
Ashton United, who are at 
home to St Albans City. The 
UniBond League First Divi- 
sion outfit have four players 
aged 34 or olden 

The oldest, the 39-year-old 
midfielder Stewart Anderson, is 
also a marathon runner. The 
I .an cash ire dub’s secretary 


Debbie Quafle, said: "He can 
still outrun all the younger 
players in training - he's re- 
markably fit” 

Anderson appeared at Wem- 
bley in the 1992 Tf '. l y final for 

Witton Albion and the 1988 
%se final for Colne Itynamoes. 
His fellow veterans at Ashton 
are the goalkeeper John 
McKenna, the player -manage r 
John Coleman (both 36) and the 
latter's assistant and fellow 
striker; Jimmy Bell (34). 

Another UniBond dub, Lan- 
caster City lost their top scor- 
er last month when Peter 
Thomson joined the Dutch side, 
NAC Breda, for a dub-record 
five-figure fee. After scoring 
24 goals for Lancaster this sea- 
son, he hit two for Breda in a 
friendly in Spain during the 
Netherlands' winter break to 
seal his move. 

Also exchanging toe Uni- 
Bond League for the Euro- 
pean stage is Gainsborough 
Trinity’s John Reed. The strik- 
er has signed for the Greek A 
Division side, Ethnikos Pi- 


raeus, where the coach, 
Howard Kendafl, was his man- 
ager at Sheffield United. 

The most exotic recent non- 
League transfer, though, took 
Sufyan Ghazgbazi from Dorch- 
ester Town to the Tunisian 
dub. Chib Africain, tm loan for 
the rest of season. The former 
Exeter City forward, whose fa- 
ther was born in the north 
African country, will cost the 
Tunis team around £25,000 if the 
deal becomes permanent 

Kidderminster Harriers 
have confirmed PhD Mullen, 
formertyin charge of Redditch 
United, as their manage r, in 
succession to Graham Alina: 
Jimmy Conway who was briefer 
caretaker manager at Aggjwr- 
ongh, revests to the No 2 role 
he held under AUner. 

Harriers' Conference rivals, 
Telford United, have given 
their caretaker manager; Alan 
Lewer; the job on a permanent 
basis. The former VS Rugby 
manager succeeded Jimmy 
Mullen at the Buck’s Head last 
month. 
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Detailed independent snow and AN ° ORRA _ 

weather reports firom 180 resorts Sow™ 100 % Great siting 80 TOO iTI T7r=z rr 

AUSTRIA 71 Changeable 

First, obtain die access code for 
the resort of your choke. 

Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
(the fox lists codes for 1 80 re- 
sorts) 

I Whistler 100* Packed snow 

To listen to the latest snow and I prance 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 

For a fox copy of the latest snow i 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 
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SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Hemsedal....1Q0% Good conditions SO 
SCOTLAND 


A detailed four-page summary of toasters 10 m. Pmrnimt n n.. . v ; . 

conditions in IQOresorts ‘ ^ w 180 291 3T 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 Mammoth ...100% NwdtT — 


300 0,2 5c 553= 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 . , information supplied by SU HatBne 

Calls to 0901 cost SOp per min. 0900 cost El per min. 0870 cate are standard national rate ” ” 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered 
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0800 365 121 
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Adam Pretty/Allsport 


The departing seagulls fail to distract Australia's Jarrod Moseley and his caddie in the Greg Norman Holden International in Sydney yesterday 

Storm too near for Westwood 
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A LITTLE too dose for comfort 
was the verdict of Lee 'West- 
wood and Darren Clarke yes- 
terday, as li ghtning forced the 
first round of the Benson and 
Hedges Malaysian Open to be 
halted. 

Their relief at reaching the 
safety of the clubhouse was 
r nothing compared to that of the 
Australian television camera- 
man, GO Oberhofen He was on 
a tower behind the 14th green 
when he felt an electric shock 
Strike his back. An amhnlanre 
was sent for, but Oberhofer 


ATHLETICS 

The new governing body Tor ath- 
letics in Britain. UK Athletics, has 
confirmed that the inquiry into the 
Doug Walker doping allegations win 
be dealt with through a private 
committee. In a press statement is- 
sued yesterday. UK Athletics said: 
"It has been agreed between the 
British Athletic Federation and UK 
Athletics that UK Athletics will as- 
sume responsibility for handling all 
rocedures relating to the adverse 
ncJings in the sample of Doug 
Walker” 

BASKETBALL 

Rod Strickland has agreed to a four- 
year. SAOm (£24.5m) contract with 
the Washington Wizards. The point 
m guard will be available for their Na- 
tional Basketball Association open- 
er at Indiana today. 

EURO LEAGUE Second preOrntnary 
round: Group Fs Efes Pllsen (Tur) 83 
iferese (It) 72. Group H: VUIeurbanne (Ft) 
69 Zadar (Croa) 6?. 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Bud- 
wdser League: Manchester Glares 87 Ed- 
inburgh Rocks 65: Thames Valley Tigers 
94 Demy Storm 79; Worthing Bears ST 
London "towers 94. 

BOWLS 

Jonathan Forey continued his re- 
markable run in his home town of 
Llanelli yesterday when he moved 
through to the semi-finals of the 
Welsh Masters. Forey won the 

Welsh title on Tuesday to earn a place 
in the Masters and then beat the 
world champion, Alex Marshall, on 
Wednesday. Vfesterday he beat John 
Price, the defending champion. 7-5 
7-6. 


By Mark Garkod 
in Tiwia Lump ur 

assured the medical personnel 
that he felt fine and was suf- 
fering no 31-effects. 

The tournament director 
David Garland, said that it may 
have been a build-up of static 
rathe - than an actual strike 
which Oberhofer experienced. 

Westwood described it as 
‘‘ridiculous” that he and 55 
other players were still on the 


course when the decision to 
suspend play was taken late in 
the afternoon. 

"*We were on the 15th tee, 
which is just about the most 
exposed and open spot cm the 
whole course, and we then 
heard that somebody had been 
struck just below us,” he said. 

‘That was very dose,” added 
Clarke, who was playing in the 
match immediately b ehin d. 

Another relieved player was 
John Bickerton, who has twice 
been struck by lightning during 
his careen After two sevens in 
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CRICKET 

. Chrts Adams, the Sussex captain, 
could see out his career -at the club 
after he was offered a new six-year 
contract. Tony Plgott. the dubs chief 
executive, said: "It's not just the club 
that wanes to sign him up. he Is very 
keen as well. We have made him an 
offer and it's up to him to come 
back.' 

Mark Taylor, the recently retired Aus- 
tralian lest captain, made an In- 
auspicious return to Sheffield Shield 
action yesterday making just nine 
runs for New South Wales against 
Queensland. His dismissal triggered 
a collapse by the NSW batsmen as 
they were all out for 1 06 on the first 
day of their four-day game. In re- 
ply Queensland also struggled, dos- 
ing the day on 1 59 for 7. 
SHEFFIELD SMBJ) (Hist day or 
Foot) Brisbane: New South UMes 1 06: 
Queensland 1 59 for 7. Adelaide: V*cu> 


BOXING 
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Wayne McCullough from Belfast 
will make a second consecutive 
world dde challenge against the Mex- 
ican. Erik Morales, for the World Box- 
ing Council super-bantamweight 
title on 8 May In Las Vegas. Mc- 
iCullough saM: "We have already 
I /greed to the fight and we are wait- 
ing for them to finalise their part. 

TODAY’S 

number 
105 

The number of years 
since a captain of 
Cambridge Unti'ersitv 
RU tectfn was sent off. 

Angus lnnes was 
dismissed for throwing 
a punch against 
. Newcastle on 
Wednesday ; while in 
1894 , Justin Davies 
was sent off for fighting. 


ria 214 (M T G Bliocc 54. B Hotter 5*: J 
Gillespie 4-42). South Australia IS tar I. 
Hobart: We st e r n Australis 259 for 5 (S 
Kadch 1 18) v Tasmania. 

FOOTBALL 

Alan Maybury Leeds’ 20-year-old Re- 
public of Ireland international de- 
fender. has |olned the Scottish 
Premier League dub Dunfermline on 
loan until the end of the season. 
Luc Borreni. the Lyons reserve goal- 
keeper. has been killed in a car ac- 
cident BorreJG. who was 33. crashed 
into the back of a lorry on the high- 
way from Paris to Lyons on Wednes- 
day. His car caught fire and he was 
unable to escape. Marseilles-born 
Borrelli joined Lyon from Second Di- 
vision Caen last year. He previously 
yed for Paris St Germain and 
rwjlon. with whom he made his First 
Division debut in October 1986. 
ENGLAND UKDBR-21 SQUAD (In- 
cemackMUiI * France, Pride Park, 
Lbesday): Ball (Everron). Barry (Aston 
Villa). Seattle (Southampton). Sawyer 
(Leeds), Bridges (Sunderland), Brawn 
(Man Ucd). Cadwnarteri (Evert on). Car- 
rag tier (Liverpool). CresBwefJ ftafc). Cur- 
»w Greening (both Man Utd), Hendrfe 
(Aston Villa). Jansen (BLaciOurn). Unn- 
pard (tax) (West Ham). L Marshall (Nor- 
rath). Morris (Chelsea). Mugtas (Crystal 
Palace). Robinson (Leeds) . Sbno nnen 
(Everson). Upson (Arsenal). Weaver 
(MW Qty). WIIBaoW (Sunderland). 
PORTUGAL SQUAD (Friendly v 

HeChertJKtdS, ftbrwy I Pjl O gN 

keepers Ferreba (Sporting). B*» (PW- 
to). Defenders: Uto* (Bowtog). 
Sccrerario (Porto). Santos (Porto . M»- 
elra (Fenerbahce). Couto (Lazio). 
Madeira (Bento). Severe (Sporting). 
HHi llli 111 ! IT Hgo (Barcelona). Rnl Cos- 

re (Rorendna). Coneekao (Lazio). Ben- 

to (Oviedo). Leal (Bento). Fbr wdte 
FMere (Depordvc Corona). Sa Flore 
(Mai 5octedad). Joao Pinto (Bento). 
Gomes (Bento). 

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES: 

Venezuela 0 Argentina 2 (Samuel 46. Gal- 
lardo 68): Guatemala 0 Ecuador 0. 
dutch CUP Third round: Utrecht 1 


NATIONWIDE IWST DIVISION: pan- 
pooert ItetJordv Huddersfield {Saturday. 
13 February). 

SCOTTISH -Fmsr DIVISION Pooe- 
pn e eit Clydebank y Fafldm (Stedty 7 Feb- 
ruary): Oydebank v Ayr (Wednesday. 10 
Ftbniary}. 

SCOTTISH THIRD DfWSION: Post- 
poned: Ross County v Brechin (Mbohes- 
da% JO February], 

REARRANGED FIXTURES: S umo** 
ScotxMi Cup Thirtt-roami rep la y s: 
Monday 8 February: Ross County v 
Oydebank (7:45): Ibreday 9 February: 
Dundee Utd v Queen's Park (7:45). 
WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: IN 
CUP FMRhHrand replays: Chelsea 4 
Oxford Utd 2: Huddersfield 2 Wrexham 
1. HA Carting PnarienUp: Man Utd 1 
Derby 0. T annanu ScsttU Cap TWnf 
rent: Oydebank l Ross County 1. FA 
Umbra Trophy Third- rocmd replay: 
fbwnds Them 0 We st oe su p er M are 1. 
Representative Marrfi- Combined Ser- 
vices XI l Ryman League XI 4. Ryesre 
League Second DMafniu Harlow Town 
1 Windsor 6 Eton 1. IMIBond League 
Cep TUrd- round replay: Gateshead 0 
FaiWy Celtic 1 . Dr Mwtene League Cop 
Second nxmd: Postponed: Raring CUib 
Warwick u Sutton Coldfield Town. UoQet 
Sussex County League Hrst DMskui: 
Eastbourne Town 0 Lwgney Sports 1: 
Selsey 1 Horsham VMCA 1. So ra l h Di- 
rect League Pre m ie r DMdotc Chip- 
penhim Tbwn 1 BrisfingtonO. LeePbiNps 
Cup TMrd round: MsovflTbwn 1 Brtdport 
1 (oec WovS win 2-7 on pens). Jew j ob 
Wessex League Cop Quarter-finals tot 
leg: Easdeigh 3 Bournemouth FC 1 ; Mon- 
eyfieJds -2 Christ 


an outward 40, be had fought his 
way back to level par and was 
on his final bole when play was 
called off and he could tak e 
covet 

Spectators were killed by 
strikes at a US Open and a US 
PGA championship earlier this 
decade and Lee Trevino is 
among other players to have 
been hit in the past 

Valen Tan, the tour nament 
director for the Asian Tour - 
jointly running the event with 
the European tour - said 
hooters were sounded the 


Ecob. M Goggin. N Green. S Leaney, M 
Ecob. R Russell (Scotland), ft tamprt 
A PerceyJ COoper. P O MaUey: 71 R MAI 
W Riley B Longer (Germany). J-L Guepy 
(France). Kfokoo (lapan), S Gardiner. Se- 
lected: 77 G Norman. 

TOUR'S DIMENSION MIA PRO-AM 
(Sou Or* SA) l ewfl q g Itrvt round 
ureruK (SA mlm stated): S3 E 
Canonica (ft). 65 W Abery GS S Dunlap 
(USJ. D Gammon. 87 D Owford (Sco). 
N Price (21m). S van Vuuren. 68 F Quinn 
fnr (US). H Otto. R Wessefc. 69Mdu Wt. 
B Uncobi. L Chlrengwa (Zim). D Fichardt. 
J Hobday. B Prytz. 70 G Tholn, U van aen 
Berg, B Davison. M Cayevx (Zim). B tap- 
pas. C Davison. T Johnstone. K Home. D 
W stadert B Vauaian, A Roestott. B Ud- 
dJe. 5 Ludgater. P Wedtandec D Botes. 
C Whitelaw. R Whittaker (US). I Hcalbl. 


moment that the lightning 
device on the clubhouse roof 
registered a strike within a 
five to 10-mile radius. 

Westwood and Clarke, both 
making their first appearances 
of the season, will resume their 
rounds at 8am today with a lot 
of ground to make up. 

Westwood, the world No 6, is 
three-over-par with four to play 
and Clarke two-over after 13 
holes. 

The lead was established 
early in the day - before the 
humidity which preceded the 


storm became a real factor -by 
the American Christian Pena 
and China’s Zhang Lian-wei, 
both of -whom had six-under-par 
rounds of 66. 

Pena and Zhang are one 
ahead of the Filipino Frankie 
Minoza and another American 
based on the Asian Tbur; Gerry 
Norqirist He stffl has the par- 
five 18th to complete. 

The leading British player is 
David Howell, at three-under 
with two to go. Wsstwoocfs new 
brother-in-law, Andrew Coltart, 
is in with a 70. 


Westwood confessed to feel- 
ing rusty as he three-putted the 
second and third greens. He 
turned with a tally of 37, double- 
bogey ed the short 12th, birdied 
the next, but then dropped an- 
other shot just before the sus- 
pension. 

Taiwan’s Lu Wen-teh holed- 
in-one at the 216-yard second on 
his way to a level par 71, but 
missed out on a special prize. 
A Jaguar car is on offer at the 
16th -and any player achieving 
an ace on the 12th wins his 
weight in whisky. 
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Player 

criticises 

modern 

coaches 


OVER-COACHING has de- 
stroyed some of the finest 
golfers in the world, including 
Nick Faldo and lan Baker- 
Finch. according to Gan - Player 
The South African, in Sydney 
for the Greg Norman Interna- 
tiona], behoves that modern-day 
coaches are brainwashing play- 
ers and removing the art of 
playing on instinct 

■^bese coaches are tike dies 
around these guys." he said. 
"They are on the practice tee. 
the chipping green, the 
bunkers, the putrrng green. 
Now when the bell rings, man. 
these guys cant go on. They are 
saying •where's my coach'." " 
Player 63. said he did not 
agree with coaches travelling 
constantly with competitors 
and cited Faldo and Baker- 
Finch as severe cases of 
“paralysis-by- analysis. " 

M I see w hat's happened to 
Nick Faldo. Here was the 
world's greatest player Now the 
guy can't pLiv at ail." he said. 
“When he makes a cut I'm 
astounded. 

“You know how good Ian 
Baker-Finch was. This is one of 
the saddest things ! ever saw 
in golf. This guy was one of the 
top 20 best players in the world. 
The guy can't play at all. I 
mean they go from champion 
golfer to rank bad golfer." 

Until recently Faldo was 
coached by David Leadbettcr. 
whom he credited with helping 
him win six majors, but FhJdo 
has dipped dramatically in the 
world rankings, failing to win on 
the US tour in two years. 

Baker-Finch, the 1991 Open 
champion, no longer plays tour- 
nament golf after a disastrous 
slump in form. 

“They get over-coached," 
said Player, who has never had 
a regular coach and won nine 
majors, including three Opens 
and three US Masters. 

“The players are be'mg brain- 
washed It’s not just hitting a 
golfball that wins a tournament 
That's only 10 per cent of it You 
have to trust your own instinct" 


ICE HOCKEY 

NHL: Colorado 5 Buffalo 3; New Jersey 
4 Carolina T: Montreal 2 Vancouver 1: 
Washington 10 'bmpa Bay V. Detroit 5 
New VtorV Hlanders l: Florida 5 Toronto 
2; Ottawa 2 Edmonton 2; Anaheim 3 
Chicago 0. 


da Superieagre: London Knights 3 Not- 
tingham Panthers l Sheffield Steelers 6 
Manchester Storm S (or)- 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULT 
nttENDUr MATCH: Halifax 16 Wigxx 18. 


scchturh 2.1 
Prouder DMdea: Nonmgham Forest 2 
Aston VUta 0: Brnnlngham 7 Manchester 
Utd 1 . Rrsc DMrioo: Barnsley 1 Grims- 
by 0: Middlesbrough 2 West Bromwich 2. 
Seeood DMrioraSheffleld Utd 0 Shrews- 
bury 0: Scarborough 0 Newcastle 3: 
Blackpool York 1. Third Division: 
Rochdale 0 Scisithorpe 0: Chester 0 
Bury 3: Chesterfield 2 Darlington T; 


RUGBY UNION 
WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS 
WELSH NATFONAL LEAGUE First Dt- 
utelon: Merthyr IB Tondu 1 B. 

CLUB MATCH: Cambridge University 30 
Newcastle 32. 


Hartlepool t Walsall 1. 

Combination 



ftrat Diirisfawn Gilling- 
ham 2 Brentford 3: Wycombe 0 Fulham 
9; Miltwalf 1 Ipswich 4: Brighton I Tbt- 
tenham 2; Cambridge 3 Arsenal 3: Wat- 
ford 2 Southampton 0. French League 
Cop Second round: Rennes 4 Troyes 0: 
Chateauroux 0 Mompefller J; Amiens 1 AJ 
J Toulouse 2. J 


A mene2 , .HkeO 
MM roaodrooMid La- 

Berts 0 (Atofforro win 2-0 o 
Radng Santander 1 Athletic 
3-2): Vatladaltd 2 Espanyoi 2 (ago: 
VWarreal 0 Real Madrid 2 (agg: 0-4). Four 
team tounuHnonc (Unnca, Cyp): 
Cyprus 0 Belgium T (MMpenza 75): Greece 
2 (hDkolaldts pen 67, Geocgatos 88) Fin- 
land 1 (KaQasllta 63). 

GOLF 

MAUNSIAN OPEN (Kuala Lompur) 
LaadBng cooplccad flrsb-rowf scores 
(p*y abandoned becaax of OahuAtg; 56 
akryers sdO CO complete tMr first round): 
66 C Pena (US); Zhang Uarvwei (0)1. 67 


SKIING 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Wall, 
Colorado) W ome n 's Soper-G : 1 A 
Metssnicw (Aut) Imln 20J3sec: 2 R 
t) 1:21 


(Ger) 1 30.98: 6 I Kbsmer (It) 
1:21.21: 7 5 BertfxxJ (Swlt) 1:21.34: B 
C Rey Bellet (Swlt) 1:21.46; 9 P WHaerg 
(Swe) 1:21.58: 10 F Masnada (Fr) 
T :21 .65. GB: 33 T Ptrie 1 ^3.95. 


SQUASH 


(Northern Chib, Ma n ch este r) 
drat round: J WeWngs (Sussex) bt 
rts (Essex) 14-17 2^ ret J White pco) 


btL Drew (Essex) 12-159-15 15-9 15-3 
T5-6: P Hargrave (Derby) bt D Ryan (Iri) 
7-15 10-15 15-12 15-12 15-11;PJohr>- 
sen (Kent) bt C Leach (Marks) 15-7015-5 
15-9. 


_ j C Pena (US); Zlung Uarvwei (OlJ. 

F Mhxsa (Pltf). 68 Chd t^roung-Ju (S Kor)- 
nsen (Den). C Hain- 

. i (Ger). 

A Coltart (GB), A Bonhomme (Aus). 71 
G Owen (GB). C Morafes (Vfen). J Smith 
(US). 72 PMarksaeng phai). Uj Wen-teh 


TENNIS 

TOWOr FAN PACIFIC OPEN (Une) 

~ lbtM 


T Munoz (Sp) . 70 A Hansen (Den) 
Ihe (US). C Oiemodc (US) A Cfii 


E£ 


(].ZMoe{My^al.B'May(U 5 ).Kyi 

lan (Myanmar). 73 M Angjert (Swe), 

J Lomas (GB). K Jong-duk fS Kor), 0 
Terblanche (SA). P Fidke (Swej. R Brobto 
(Phil), c Wiuoms jGB). VPii nrf ^|GB) ^R 


hoven 2 AZ Alkmaar O: Wtesse Amhem 4 
NAC Breda 0; Emmen 2 Cambour 
Leeuwardefl 0- 

spANSH CUP Fourth round. Second 

m< neporduo Coruna 1 Celts Vigo 1 toe C 
^aWowin2-1onaag)-.VaMl lew 
w te 0 (Valencia win 4-0 on ogg)- 


Muna (Neth). M I 

drews(flus).Gwai w .- 

D Howell -3 alter l«. D Clarke +2 af- 
ter 13. L Wkstwod +3 after 1*. 

GMO MOM8AN HOU»i DCTEllNAe 
TIONAL (Syctaey) Loading first round 
scores (Ans unless suited): 68 A 
Painter. 67 P Sentac M Campbell (NZ). 68 
B King. J Moseley: 89 D Small (NZ). K El- 
liott. P Gow. S Maruyama papan). 70 D 


:J Novotna (Cs Rep) 
de Swardt (SA) 6-2 6-2: A Coetzer (SA) 
bt E Cal lens (Bd) 2-6 6-1 7-5; L Daven- 
port (US) bt M toe Fernandez (US16-4 
6-4; A Koumlkova [Rus)brC Black (Zim) 
6-2 6-3: S Graf (Ger) bt E Likhowseua (Rus) 
4-6 7-6 6-2: N Zvereva (Bela) be L Ray- 
mond (US) 6-3 6-2. 

ATP MARSeUES OPEN MeoSi ringles 
second round: G PozzJ (It) bt G Raoux 
(Fr) 4-6 6-4 6-4: R Federer fSwkJ btJGold- 
mvd (Fr) G-7 7-6 7-6; F Santoro (Fr) bt 
ADiFtequale(Fi)6-1 fr3: M Reset (5wit) 
bt K arisen (Den) 6-3 6-2. 
in EVENT (Sberoeid) ■bu n’s sto- 
gies, qnarter-ttaatE K Casters (Bel) bt 
M Zdenovcoua (Cz Rep) 6-1 6-2; B 
!) b _ c A Bachmarm |Gh) 6- 
) 


Karpensehir (Fr) bt A Bachmarm (Ger) 6 
46-!;KDewffe[Nedi) btCIMv [Cbon] 
6-3 6-3: L Woodroffe (Surrey) brCSchu- 


lemans (Bel) 7-6 7-5. 


WEDNESDAY’S LOTTERY UPDATE. 

_ rtA/02/99 The winning numbers: 3, IS, IS, 24, 3S, 47. Sonus number: 3LT, 

0raW ^. «? fl |p^£2a769.564. Prize Fund: 1^2,946349 (45% Of ticket Bates). 


- nni'iK'-rpr AMOUNT FOR TOTAL EACH TlCR 

.NO. OF WIN. .EE j EACH WINNER 


Motch6(jd5i?B^!l 

— Match a plus bonus bajj 



ni raka g B uxttw rounded own to neematl): £1389- 


Maybe, jus* inayb*. 


Tlffi NATIONAL LOTTERY" 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 



on 

Subscribe to any 
ONdigital channel package 
and receive Sky Sports 1 free 
for 6 months including aJI the 
action from the Premier 
League. 

Simply plug your 
ONdigital receiver into the 
back of your TV and you're 
ready to go - no fuss, no 
bother and no dish. 

You'll receive all the 
benefits of ONdigital at 
amazing value: 

• For a one-off 
connection fee of just 
£20, you can choose 
any six of ON digital's 
primary channels for £7.99 a 
month. 

• Only pay for the 
channels you want to watch - 
choose any of ONdigital’s 
other premium channels 
including Sky Premier. Sky 
MovieMax and FilmFour. 



£»9.w 


PHILIPS 

ONDIGITAL 

RECaVER BUY MW MY YEW SGC* 

COVERAGE VARES ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY - CONTACT YOUR IOCAL 
COMET STORE FOR MORE OEDUU 



WE PROMISE THE 
LOWEST PRICES 

The Comet Price Prprmw 
DUWBMW3 lhai if you buy any 
product mam Cornel, Iher 
within 14 days find the same (flat 
on sale locaSy at a loner price 
m'R wrtkngiy refund the cWteren^. 
PLUS 1DK OF THAT C8FFEWENCE. 
Ask in Store lor Ml detads. 

OPEMNG HOURS 

ALL COMET STORES ARE OWN 
FROM 9AM-BPM WEEKDAYS 




•OrtBi CUHE6 ZSIH FENVMRY me Muireibraip^iBureraqwuemonWlf WbBbcwrwrfW. UHnu waookaai DUtadu ir non tostuw. Aoi»u«cumKioiMdC<DaMvAu 

-» hx uteNkn wunuM UHrUounb «nd annstf oNr nu» **t Berotfrgio coanpa « m m. fkxapitai dram on ub lyuo » comstoi el amsi mUrni la ^au> ws ra s«, cm 
1iAwtrai^kVBiMaAMarH(MAga.ariaixxunKxmageywb&nianniv3vgBmilMMmu^ycuiBrai W (iei V p l tBiMChuroKyDUcnD(M«S<vai4ainm»MSk, Srahi 
n Mkte br Huu A iMrort riW •nM b IMw E O0X a<^ to aadWAb ^ Dv Sm 1 n rar aro ONtgtf iwira ro to iriflite M ota ■ any hk DM n» n aan 

Mtf am* ONdgAM oSte Ccnua (Nd£M an DSB 100(1101 krtw 4*bh al MUgM M £kr Span 1 aBtr. *TBMS A CONOmOMS FOB 0MWIW. SuBOU to sasanMn n ohuioi bjmmll 
graidUurtatraCrnDxroaHiwMlltgindncwvrfEmMaAaAFAimnauHnulHiiHnMMUWIMWiiAitiUWraaaCAaVAVirMita.^,^ 
fluaBbnc»iAhro0wdbiWaropWma»raB^OBuaBa«xaBdiMWMgeira»ra»eii»«nJ.«<io rn ll » n W i gi ni yira ra»BuraBiw<n.ri^r«raraSuiai^ W niiatoia>woiD»«^^ 
«MM.OMaM*»ln w lNlihriralnUK. N»d ten w Prana ray n curaroa w 

■ temm mh U WML *» oraamr Wl b> WTO k, kmtci M«a lx Mqum« fe> m to k. Fsrfcrta deans. IMP at DM*a» h» <x me 1D0 Win. VWb, Buy ttouftT, to 

Dwcm iK_;TOS8 noma terra 

oe-.;fla»jarri=MK? 


ranW piaad 0 % ttrf «iuu pwaMa ■ Cam men a 36 moroty renra cl taa c c nwicn ra g l 
C »Oi iWiB ni TraL*»y«ilnpiPdic»riW<K*><rfMinatolfenpnXiFfaUlon.Qntt1oaJ3)BgtonBu»uUCTroiM 
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Gullit takes his 


outlay to £ 15 m 


RUUD GULLIT took his spend- 
ing to £15m in five months yes- 
terday as he signed Croatia's 
influential World Cup midfield- 
er; Silvio Marie, for £3 3m. 

The 24-year-old Croatia Za- 
greb player is due to fly to Ty- 
neside today to undergo a 
medical and complete the deal 
- a three-and-a-half year con- 
tract worth £20.000 perweek, ac- 
cording to reports in Croatia. 

The move is dependent on 
Marie receiving a work permit 
but both dubs are confident 
that there will be no hitches. 
The deal includes a seU-on 
clause and the promise of a 
friendly between the two sides 
later this year 

Marie is Gullit’s third major 
signing since taking over at St 
James's Park last August The 
former Chelsea manager who 
made it dear from the start that 
he would be looking to bring in 
new players, signed Duncan 
Flerguson for £7m from Everton 
and then Didier Domi from 
Paris St-Germain for £4 5m. 
Marie’s signing indic a tes that 
Gullit is happy to keep looking 
abroad for new players - as he 
did at Stamford Bridge - even 
though this mi gh t, not bode 
well for some established play- 
ers at Newcastle. 

Marie’s arrival might cast 
doubt over the future of the chib 


FOOTBALL 


by nick Harris 


captain Rob Lee, who has been 
the subject of intense specula- 
tion in recent weeks. 

The England international 
has not started a game since 
the 3-0 home defeat by Leeds 
on Boxing Day after suffering 
a troublesome Achilles injury. 
He has been linked with moves 
to his former dub, Chariton, as 
well as West Ham and South- 
ampton, and yesterday’s sign- 
ing will have done nothing to 
make him feel more secure in 
the north-east 

Zagreb’s executive director 
Damir Vrbanovic said yester- 
day. “We have finished negoti- 
ations today and Silvio Marie 
will be a Newcastle player. 

“He will join Newcastle to- 
morrow for a medical exami- 
nation and for other formalities. 
We will wait until the workper- 
mit is issued by the UK and then 
sign the contract on the condi- 
tions which were agreed today.” 

Zagreb agreed the transfer 
reluctantly after Marie, who 
played four times in the World 
Cup as Croatia readied the 
semi-finals, took advantage of 
a clause in his contract which 
allowed him to move if the 
right offer came along. “We 


didn’t want to lose him," ad- 
mitted Vrbanovic. “We really 
didn’t want to sell him. 

“We’re not happy, we’re def- 
initely not happy. Silvio Marie 
is absolutely one of the best 
players in the Croatian leagued 

Marie -who impressed dur- 
ing his club’s two-leg Euro- 
pean Champions' League 
qualifier defeat by Newcastle 

fe a sor 1 — 15 jfrtiwi g r irnnrng 

attacking p Layer He is likely to 
be given a creative role in mid- 
field to create chances for Ffer- 
guson and Alan Shearer whose 
partnership has yet to produce 
mudi evidence that it will be as 
devastating as touted. 

“We have been watching Sil- 
vio Marie for three years,’' the 
Newcastle director Freddy 
Shepherd said yesterday. “We 
are very happy today to be here 
to sign him because he wffl be a 
valuable member of the squad." 

Another player who is like- 
ly to remain in the Newcastle 
squad a while longer is John 
Barnes, who returned to the 
dub after a brief trial at Chari- 
ton. A permanent move has not 
been ruled out but the Chariton 
manager, Alan Curbishley, has 
yet to decide whether to make 
a bid for the 35-year-old, saying 
that he would be watching a few 
matches this weekend before 
making a decision. 


Tim Sherwood finally com- 
pleted his move to Tbttenham 
from Blackburn yesterday in a 
four-year deal for a fee be- 
lieved to be around £3m. He is 
likely to go straight into the 
squad for tomorrow’s home 
game against Coventry. 

Sherwood, 30, is ineligible to 
play for Spurs in the Wor- 
thington Cup semi-finals, hav- 
ing turned out for Blackburn in 
the competition earlier this 
season, but is available for the 
London team’s FA Cup cam- 
paign, which reaches the fifth 
round stage against their man- 
ager George Graham’s old 
dub, Leeds United, at EDand 
Road a week tomorrow. 

Graham said: *Tm delighted 
to get a quality player who will 
be a tremendous asset to the 
dub. I believe he will Gram a 
great partnership in the middle 

of the park with Allan Nielsen 
and my other recent si g nin g , 
Steffen Freund." 

Bolton’s Arnar Gunnlaugs- 
son will join Leicester City in a 
£2.5m deal today after re- 
questing a transfer because of 
a contract dispute. The Ice- 
landic striker is expected to ac- 
cept terms and sign for Martin 
O'Neill’s team in time to be el- 
igible to fece Sheffield Wednes- 
day tomorrow. 

Gregory ruled out, page 28 
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back for 
Scotland 


by Simon buckland 


ACROSS 

I Black bird - it’s needed 
for a pie? (4) 

3 A good deal of sugges- 
tion associated with un- 
titillating sphere of 
entertainment (8) 

10 Having a great success 
hjjackingthe RSC 
truck? (8,3,4) 

II Mode of transport suit- 
able for disabled dty 
chief executive (4-5) 

12 Crowd were given infor- 
mation in speech (4) 

13 Unusually cerulean, 
though not a Swiss 
lake (7) 

15 Nothing found in 
American volume? 
Hang about (6) 

17 Bill, m soft hat, is 
calm (6) 


19 Laugh? It’s a job re- 
pressing hints of 7 

thoughtless laughter (7) 8 

20 Girl left University more 

than once (4) 9 

21 Shock about cut in pay 

award evaluation (9) 14 

24 Plenty of scope for 
bringing down the wrath 

of the iSSPCA? (4,25,15) ie 

25 Team and staff going 
round a back way (4-4) 

26 Tax the French (very ia 

heartless) (4) 



bahtm* about brass -p 


er missing note (9) 
Blue feathers (4) 


DOWN 

Vulgar dance seen in 
American sport (8) 
Question bringing in 

Lmel: afters tupid mis- 
print (7) 

Fruit associated with 


It’s instrumental in rock 
formation (8,6) 
Switching parts, to trick 
the new arrivals (6) 

HI do due that’s mis- 

» for stuff in 

Showing great devotion, 
disguismgTbry sleaze 
(boundless) (8) 

Source of water no 
longer connected to 
mam? (4^) 

Match with pretty girl 
going rounn front of 
pitch (3-3) 

Capital in South Ameri- 
ca, in more ways than 
one (5) 

Greek god uncovers, 
taking off top (4) 







ANDY GORAM yesterday ac- 
cepted the invitation of the 
Scotland m anager Craig 
Brown, to reverse bis decision 
to retire from international 
football, as Brown denied there 
had ever been a fall-out be- 
tween the two. 

The 34-year-oLd goalkeeper 
now playing for Motherwell, 
walked out Of Scotland’s train- 
ing camp in the United States 
three weeks before last sum- 
mer's WoiW Cup, declaring he 
would never play international 
football again. However; after 
impressing Brown since sign- 
ing for Motherwell a month ago, 
Goram accepted the chance to 
rejoin the international fold. 

The decision to revive his 
Scotland career signals a sud- 
den change of heart from 
Goram, who bad only recently 
ruled out such a move. 

“There was never any acri- 
mony on my part because lac- 
cep ted his reasons for leaving 
us when he was in America," 
Brown said. “It was always the 
case that if he felt differently 
then I would reconsider him, 
and when I spoke to him I put 

the matter to Him again " 

Goram looks certain to be re- 
called for the Euro 2000 quali- 
fying double-header when the 
Scots meet Bosnia on 27 Marti 
and the Czech Republic four 
days lata; both at home. Wim- 
bledon's Neil Sullivan is likely 
to remain first-choice beeper. 
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Dish of the day 

They said it wouldn’t fly. But what did they know, says the man who launched it. Sky TV is 10 years old today 


■ Ct 
• « ..f 1 






T he phone rang as I arrived home at 

around 11pm after another long, 
gruelling Saturday at The Sunday 
Times . It was Rupert Murdoch call- 
ing from New Ybrk. He was eager 
to know if the Astra satellite, due to 
be launched that night by a Euro- 
.* pean Ariane rocketfoom French Guiana and from 
whose transponders Sky TV was to beam four new 
■ channels to Bri tain, had made it into orbit The 
launch had already been postponed 24 hours be- 
; cause of bad weather and t echni c al problems. He 
sounded worried. 

I told him I expected to hear at any moment He 

calle d back again an hour la ten There was still 
... nnthing for me to report He sounded u n c h arac- 
V> teristicahy jittery. 

j f*Ybu sound a bit nervous,” I said tentatively. 

% ■«-: * /Andrew,” he replied quietly, “Tm betting the 
whole comparer on this.” 

* Even when, a few hours later on that December 

night in 1888, the rocket carried Astra to its park- 
. mg space in geostationary print, 22^300 miles above 
'** E ar th (‘'Thank God,” said a relieved Rupert when 
I reported the good news, *Tm going to pour my- 
„ self a large drink”), and early test transmissions 
' revealed perfect sound and vision, the conventional 

.wisdom amcfflg the wise and the worthy in Britain’s 

^^media village was that Murdoch was going to lose 
-■^i'ihis shirt Most relished the project 
f:-. I had jumped at the chance to play my part m 
^ Wngm g multi-channel dioice to British TV when 
w Rupert asked me to become executive chairm an 
iOf Sky to oversee its launch, because I believed the 
fljfciewer would be better served if the BBGTTV duo- 
»kr were broken. Established broadcasters and 

Ba pundits thought we were onaproffigate mis- 

_j impossible. 

They claimed, incorrectly, that the only reason 
QuttH&axmel cable TV had taken off in America 
h prfl ns p terrestrial reception was so bad. They 
ted, with typical establishment comptacenj* 
f the quality and variety of programmes on the 
ig Britidi channels was so superb that nobod? 
be prepared to pay for extra charm els 
ly in a country where people alrea^had to 

i> imfor the coinpulsoiy licence fee. Th^ypre- 

i that, with Murdoch behind^ Sky would equal 

„ „„.i TV”. Their arguments look risible today, at 
le time, they created a poisonous atmosphere 


' which made the Sky launch, already a daunting task 
given its unpreparedness (the place was a sham- 
bles when I arrived, two months prior to its debut), 
all the more difficult 

Michael Grade and the other panjandrums of 
BBC and nv sneered at the very thought of satel- 
lite TV Maggie Brown, then this newspaper’s 
media correspondent was always solicitous on the 
phone, but never failed to stick in the knife in print 
Even the estimable RaySnodfo the doyen of media 
reporters; bpi^lhatweweretiynigto do too much 
too quki^y-andEkdy to fafl. I came to regard media 
journalists as lower than crime reporters: they were 
reguhufy .less reliable. 

(Sven tins hostile climate, Rupert and I dead- 
ed on a'tow-teyfanqch. It had been amad rush and 
we were not sure it would all work on the day Even 
as guests turned np atSky*s headquarters (a grand 
title for three sheds in a muddy field in an industrial 
estate in west London) for the final countdown, 
workers were still painting, fixing wires and in- 
stalling equipment Some facilities were not ready 
and we had to hire trucks with the necessary eefit- 
ing and broadcasting equipment and hide them 
round the back of the buildings. 

It was a wet, grey day and we bad to lay dawn 
wooden boards to carry our guests over the mud 
- they werehardly grand enough to merit a red car- 
pet the political and broadcasting establishment 
had derided to sbunthe Sky launch. John Birt, then 
deputy director-general of the BBC, was the hon- 
ourahleeja^ptionrhetunieduptowishuswelLTbe 
Labour Party boycotted the event 
*• The only senior Tory to attend was Norman 
Tebtst and he was on the payroll (as co-presenter, 
along with Austin MitcheQ, of the political debate 
showTtopeO. 

A few minutes before 6pm on 5 February 1989, 
Rupert and I stood on a platform in front of a col- 
lection of News Mematiopal employees, a hand- 
ful of. well-wh^eis^ and-a posse of carping press 
pra ying for failure, I got rather carried away and 
began a New ^fear-style countdown; everybody 
joined in. As the last few seconds ticked away; 1 
caught Ruperfs eye- There was fear in both our 
faces: ifnothing happened we were about tobe de- 
stroyed by. the whole non-Murdoch media 

But at pretisety 6pm all four channels- - Shy One, 
Sky News, SkyMoviesand Eurosport - fflommat- 
ed the terminals around us with dean bright pic- 


tures and strong sound. “Welcome to the first day 
of the rest of your lives," said John OXoan, the tac- 
iturn Aussie who headed the news operation, to his 
people in the Shy News gallery. It had taken 
Britain 60 years to get four national channels; we 
had doubled that number in under six months. A 
new era in British broadcasting had begun. 

It was long after I had returned full timeto The 
Sunday Times - and only after the spiffing of much 
red ink - before Sky was perceived tobe a success. 
Tbday it has over 6 million subscribers (almost 30 
per cent of themes television-owning homes, which 
is dose to US levels of penetration at the equiva- 
lent stage in multi-channel TV) and generates an- 
nual revenues of £i.4bn, making it the most 
profitable satellite TV service in the world. 

It has become a success by revolutionising the 
coverage of sport on TV controlling the pay-TV rigte 
to almost all of Hollywood’s movie output and of- 
fering a choice and variety of channels -news, car- 
toons, documentaries, entertainment, history, 
wildlife - unimaginable 10 years ago. To the best 


BY ANDREW NEIL 


public-service TV in the world has been grafted the 
widest dioice of channels outside America. Both 
types of TV are flourishing a always argued that 
Sky was an addition to established TV( not a re- 
placem e nt for iD.The British viewer has never been 
better served. 

So much far what the critics said a decade ago. 
They remain amazingly reluctant to admit just how 
wrong they were. In a churlish piece in London’s 
Evening Standard on Wednesday Jon Snow of 
Channel 4 News sneered that “Sky actually made 
very little of its content beyond the sport”. Strange 
for a newsman to ignore the substantial output of 
Sky News, which broadcasts' round the dock and 
is 90 per cent home-made. 

Snow concedes that Sky News is “good, if safe” 
(now there’s feint praise for you) but says that few 
ever watch it As presenter of Channel 4 News, 
which has fewer viewers than any other terrestri- 
al newscast, he should know about small audiences. 
Bat ftis in the very nature of the 24-hour news chan- 
nel thalits audience at anyone time is small; the 
weekly reach is in miffiona as peopledip in and out, 


and its influence (because it is watched by the rest 
of the media and other decision-takers) is greater 
than the small ratings suggest 

Fbryears British broadcasters talked about the 
need fora ‘Third force” in broadcast news to sup- 
plement the BBC and ITN. Channels 4 and 5 have 
failed to provide it - they took the cheap way out 
by using ITN - while GMTV (like TV-AM before it) 
does not have the news resources to be taken se- 
riously. Sky News is that elusive third force, a re- 
liable; respectable addition to die broadcasting ' 
firmament which has taught the BBC and ITN a 
thing or two about covering breaking news. I am 
proud to have been involvedin its start-up (and those 
in the BBC who enjoyed chuckling at its rough edges 
in the early days should tefl us why almost a decade 
after Sky News had shown them how to do it, they 
made such a bash of the launch of their own News 
24 last year). 

“Instead of breaking brave new television 
ground,” continues Snow. Murdoch has been going 
round “breaking old sports grounds”. I appreciate 
that the traditionalists have always had an affec- 
tion for grimy terraces. But even allowing for the 
liberal lefts nostalgia for the cloth cap, this is a 
bizarre way to describe the entirely beneficial ef- 
fect on football of Sky money which has transformed 
slum grounds into proper aH-seater stadia and 
turned the English Premier division into the most 
prosperous in the world 

But Snow is tight to attack Sky's failure to make 
ite mark m British-produced soaps, sitcoms and dra- 
mas. This was the issue over which 1 fell out with 
Murdoch back in 1990, when I left Sky. I urged him 
to begin investing in original British programming 
for Sky One. A channel scheduled solely on US im- 
ports, no matter how good (and some are veiy good), 
win never be a huge ratings success, I argued. But 
Murdoch has nothing but contempt for British 
drama and comedy, and refused to invest in it 

Elisabeth Murdoch is now supposedly putting 
that right, but so for tiie results have not been en : 
couragmg. Home-made shows like Ibiza Uncovered 
could hare been designed to prove the “trash TV” 
critics right all along. They belong more on late-' 
Friday-night Channel 4 than on a TV service ded- 
icated to popular quality programming. But, like 
Home Box Office before it in America, Sky is get- 
tiqgmto original film production, which is good news 
for the British film industiy. If Sky One is ever to 


rival ITV or BBCL it has no alternative but to mate 
more British programmes. 

The same voices who predicted that Sky would 
be a spectacular failure are now saying it will fail 
flat on its face as it goes digital. Certainly. Sky will 
never again enjoy the competitive advantage i t had 
from haring the balls tobe first in the marketplace. 
Its expensive drive to digitise its existing subscribers 
and attract many more will cut profits from a peak 
of over £300m to under half of that this yeac 

Those not noted for their financial nous have in- 
terpreted this as a dear sign that Sky is going to 
the dogs. In fact, all it means is that, once again, 
Murdoch is prepared to forgo short-term profits for 
the sake of long-term investment that is designed 
to reap huge future profits. British commentators 
are forever attacking the short-term horizons of 
British business; when Murdoch takes an appro- 
priately long-term position, he is derided for it. How 
easily Murdoch discombobulates the brainless. 

Though I have been persona non grata with Mur- 
doch fa- four years and have no need to tout his case, 
my money is on Sky winning the digital race. Its 
main rival, ONdigital, may not be the expensive cor- 
porate lemon that BSB turned out to be when it took 
on Sky in the early days and lost; Gerry Robinson 
of Granada and Michael Green of Carlton, chair , 
men of ONdigital’s major shareholders, are far more 
formidable businessmen than thenumptieswfaoian 
BSB. But like BSB's before it, ONdigital’s launch 
has been bedevilled by delays, technical problems 
and low take-up rates. As Sky powers past its ini- 
tial targets for digital sign-ups, the presence of its 
rival in the marketplace is barely visible. 

Henceforth Sky’s strategy will be to increase pen- 
etration rather than maximise profits. The aim is 
to reach io million homes early in the next decade, 
which means the cost of subscribing will be capped 
or even cut. This will be costly but the potential gains 
are enormous. To dominate the digital pay-TV mar- 
ket in over 50 per cent of British homes would 
turn Sky into an even bigger cash cow than it has 
been so fan Given their record for calling it wtoo^x 
those who say Murdoch cannot succeed proride 
the most convincing reason for thinking that he 
can-andwilL 

Andrew Ned is editor-in-chief of 'The Scotsman' 
and * Sunday Business'. He urns executive c hair- 
man of Sky firm 1988 to 1990 
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Hoddle’s offence 

Sin Wanted: new England manager 
The successful appEcant win have 
experience of manipulating the 
me^aperfe^femSylifeandno 
questionable friendships. He will 
not be involved in any potentially 
embarr assin g fina ncial or frifirneKs 
dealings. A knowledge of foo&afl is 
dearable but not essential Hindus, 
Buddhists or anyone with any 
religious beliefs to speakof need 
n ot app ly. 

PETER TROW 

Threham, Hampshire 

Sir; I am wry worried that a 
ven geful media, sanctimonious 
MPs and a spineless FAare able to 
suppress anyone's right to free 

speech. The Government and the 

press and television are the 
traditional guardians of our 
freedoms. I do not trust them with 
my freedom any longen 

What has happened to Glenn 
Hoddle could happen to any one of 
us if we do sot toe the “correctr 
-line. May our gods help us alL 
MARGARET ALTON 
ISpwarih, Humberside 

Sin Mr Hod die’s views on the 
disabled are indefensible, but he is 
entitled to express them, even if 
the Prime Minister disagrees. 
Moreover he will have a right to do 
so under th e new Human Rights 
Act 

The Prime Minister's support 
for his dismissal comes perilously 
dose to governmental interference 
with the right to free speech. Itis 
one tiling for the rest of us to 
preach at Mr Hoddle, but quite 
another for those in power to do so 
when a marts livelihood is at stake. 
Professor A E BOYLE 
Edinburgh 

Sir. Glenn HoddLe has been farced 
to resign because of his religious 
views on the causes of disability. 
They Blair spoke in favour of the 
resignation because of the “offence” 
caused to disabled people. I am a 
full-time wheelchair user and I find 
Mr Blair’s contribution by far the 
more offensive. 

In opposition he voted three 
times to allow abortion up to the 
moment of birth for babies with 
congenital disah iiitipg such as 
mine. Apparently in Biairiand one 
must not speak ill of the disabled, 
but one may kOl them with 
impunity. 

ALISON DAVIS 
BlandfordFoTvm,Darset 

Sin Glenn Hoddle’s expression of 
unorthodox religious beliefs has 
been defended on the grounds of- 
religious toleration. The British 
tradition of toleration owes its 
origins to the philosophical 
arguments of John Locke. Locke 
argues that we can never be sure 
that any religious view is false and 
so it is wrong to restrict a person’s 
belief. 

However Lotte circumscribes 
the right to religious toleration. 
Firstly, he limits toleration in cases 
where the expression of a religious 
belief is likely to be harmful or 
offensive to the commonwealth. It 
is for this reason that Lotte 
withholds toleration from atheists 
and Catholics. Secondly he argues 
that religious beliefs must stem 
from an individual’s genuine 
concern with their spiritual well- 
being and a detailed consideration 
of the evidence available All our 
religious beliefs must pass the test 
of reason. On these grounds Locke 
attacks the claims of ‘enthusiasts” 
who claim direct knowledge of 
God’s divine will or sacrifice their 
judgement to the opinions of 
prophets or seers. 

It seems to me that Mr Hoddle’s 
comments fen foul of both the 
conditions Locke sets. As to the 
first, his comments were offensive 
to an important section of society. 

As to tbe second, itis possible that 
Hoddle’s religious convictions 
stem from a genuine attempt to 
engage his rational faculties in the 
consideration of the nature and 
scope of faith. It seems for more 
likely, however; that Hoddle’s 
views, characterised by a 
smorgasbord approach to faith, 
the dubious influence of Mrs 
Drewery, and an emphasis upon 
the power of spirituality over 
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reason, are doser to Locke’s 
“enthusiasts”. 

ROBERT DAVIES 
School qfVfnloso^iy 
University qfLeeds 

Sin Apparently some people think 
that Glenn H oddl e is entitle d to his 
opinions and should not have been 
made to pay for comments made in 
i public, but judged on (he 
performance of the En glan d team. 

I wonder whether he would have 
been sacked last weekend if his 
comments had been radst or sexist 
Of course he would have, and rightiy 
so; yet the FA waited four days to 
make a derision. Discrimination 
against flip disabled is seen asQK 
as long asyou keep it to yourself 
Disabled rights groups have a long 
way to go in this country before we 
catch up wife Europe, and arefight- 
years behind the US. 

He was sacked because of poor 
performance on the pitch and his 
comments gave his enemies an 
opportunity to getrid of him. 

NICK PHILLIPS 
SdihuU, West Midlands 

Sir Despite suggestions that Glenn 
Hoddle has been denied the right of 
free speech and has been pilloried 
forhis religious beliefs, tbe truth is 
that when he combines the two be 
has an uncaxutyknackof making 
crass, insensitive remarks that 
offend people. He was bound to 
drop the “big one” sooner or later 
NP HARDING 
Hull 

Sir Hie saddest part of the Hoddle 
affair is that the persons most 
responsible for causing offence to 
the disabled have got away without 
any criticism. I refer to the Times 
journalist and his editor If what 
Glen Hoddte said was likely to cause 
offence, it was only when those 
views were blazoned across The 
Times that the offence was caused. 
JOHN CHARMAN 
London SWl 

Sir How would the tabloid press 
react tithe prime minister of a 
Hindu or Buddhist country 
appeared on television to 


encourage the sacking of his 
national football manager because 
he had expressed a belief in the 
Resurrection or the notion of 
Heaven and Hell? I fear it would be 
Tbrnadosatdawn. 

CHARLIE MCCORMICK 
Geddmgton, Nor th amptonshire 

Sir Is the Oxford English 
Dictionary about to acq uir e a new 
word? 

Hoddle, v L Tb sack or hound 
out of office for an error of 
judgement or personal peccodtfio 
unrelated to that office. 

(The word “hoddle” being more 
euphonious thdn (say) 
“Mandelson”, “Robinson”, 
“Whelan”, “Davies” or “Spencer”; 
the latest batch to be hoddted or 
endure hoddlement.) 
FARQUHARSON COUSINS 
Harrow-onrOie-HitL, Middlesex 

Sir Virtually six pages devoted to 
Glenn Hoddle on 3 February. Bring 
backnews of the Royal Famflyi 
JULIAN JACOBS 
Wokingham, Berkshire 

Criminal Cromwell 

Sir Antonia Fraser (“Heads, you 
win”, 3 February) refers to Oliver 
Cromwefl leading “military 
expeditions” against the Irish. 

What that truly evil individual 
did is caned genocide. Just read 
his own accounts ofbow he burnt 


Sin If John Andrews’ report is 
correct that only one third of 
the population understands 
the meaning of “gross” and 
“net" interest (*An early start 
on the financial facts of Hfe”, 3 
February), does not any. 
government show an appalling 
abdication of responsibility by 
even contemplating bokting a 
single currency referendum? 
ELIZABETH PIDSLEY 
Lymmgton, Hampshire 

Sin There is at least one self- 
interested reason why we 
should all subsidise child- 


alive “near 1,000” Irish (the 
population of Ireland is estimated 
at 500,000) who had taken refuge in 
and around St Peter’s Church, 
Drogheda. He even managed to 
ship thousands of Irish into slavery 
in the Caribbean. ■ 

Will British people ever have the 
honesty to call a spade a spade 
when it comes to their state’s role 
in Ireland? The fact that that 
butcher is honoured in British 
society in 1999 shows how utterly 
oblivious most British people are 
to tiie misery their imperialism 
has caused in Ireland. It is akin to 
German people honouring Hitler 
for his economic wonders of the 
1930s. 

FINNEN 6 CUINN-DE HUTT 
Cuige Laighecm, Ireland 

Sir Thomas McFadden (letter; 29 
January) fails to grasp the 
situation in Northern Ireland, 
when he differentiates between 
Sinn Fein and the IRA, the latter 
bang “not a signatory to the 
agreement”. The IRA and Sinn 
Fein are two sides of the same 
republican coin: Sinn Fein 
provides the public relations 
veneer to the IRA terror campaign 
whilst the IRA provides the threat 
of force needed to lend weight to 
Sinn Esin's political argument 
Tb Sum Fein/IRA, the Good 
Friday agreement has presented 
carte blanche to tighten their grip 
on their communities through 


Tnh'miffation and fyrntnlity whilst at 

the same time providing 

m i rri rfAn' ftl pn sfHnng in the 

Northern Ireland executive. Why 
must the Government feel bound 
to preserve the “peace process” at 
all costs when British citizens in 
Ulster cannot re(y on the 
Government to enforce the rule of 
law? 

ANDREW ARCHER 
London NWl 

Spreading wealth 

Sin The Drade and Industry 
Secretary. Stephen Byers, 
suggests that wealth creation is 
more important than wealth 
redistribution, as if the two 
objectives were incompatible (“We 
are wealth creators now, says 
Labour”, 2 February). 

In reality, redistribution assists 
the creation of new wealth. It 
increases the power of poor people 
to spend (creating income and 
employment for others) and to 
save and invest It helps them to 
rise in society and make foHer use 
of their natural ability, and ensures 
that society’s rulers and managers 
are recruited from a voder 
spectrum of talent 

Finally, a more equal society can 
hope for long-term savings in 
public speeding on the many social 
problems which are created or 
aggravated by inequality, 
especially in health, housing, 


IN BRIEF 

rearing (letter, 3 February). 
Even tbe childless rely on 
other people’s children to give 
a return on their investments 
and pay their pensions in later 
life. However wealthy some of 
them maybe, the over-ffOs are 
not self-sufficient 
DAVID WARD 
CaidbecJc, Cumbria 

Sin Every year there is a story 
about parents who lie about 
their address to get their child 


into a sought-after schooL 
While serving as a governor of 
a popular Church of England 
infants school Iwas involved in 
introducing a very simple and 
foolproof method of 
determining where a child 
lived. Parents offered a place 
had to produce their chOd 
benefit book (or the related 
document if tbe benefit was 
paid into a bank account). This 
eliminated all the ruses 
described in Jack O’Sullivan’s 
article (3 February). 

JOANNA FRENCH 
London SE21 


employment, welfare dependency 
and law and order 
RICHARD HELLER 
London SW9 

Sin Professor Reach's assertion 
that “the global economy is rapidly 
approaching overcapacity” when a 
fifth of the world's population does 
nothave enough to eat is an 
economic obscenity (The Global 
Crisis, 1 February). 

Lack of demand in the world 
economy could be cured by paying 
people in the poorest countries 
more for their work. Our inflation 
is low and shops overstocked 
because so many people are paid 
less than £5 a dry to produce the 
goods. But instead of paying more, 
tiie Western financial system 
forces the poor to cut wages (by 
devaluing) and to pay interest to 
the rich for unrepayable debts. 
TITUS ALEXANDER 
London EI7 

Breast is still best 

Sir: It is misleading to imply that 
“enriched” formula milk may be as 
good as breast-feeding (“Brain food 
for babies”, 2 February). There is 
no research to suggest this. 

Professor Lucas's research 
merely shows that one kind of 
formula milk is even more 
inadequate for brain development 
than another kind. Manufacturers 
will never be able to duplicate 
breast milk because it is a live 
substance that changes constantly 
to match the baby’s age and needs, 
and responds to each infection 
mother and baby are exposed toby 
providing antibodies specific to 
(hat particular infection. 

The Independent’s pro-bottle- 
feeding bias presumably stems 
from the idea that bottle-feeding 
liberates women. Bottle-feeding 
only liberates employers and the 
state from the burden of providing 
decent maternity leave and 
workplace creches, and relieves 
others of the “inconvenience” of 
welcoming babies wherever their 
mothers wish to go. 

IMOGEN COOPER 
PitffitrdjTiorOuunptonshire 


Creature comforts 

Sir I cannot believe Hurt Tfertaw 
Blacker wimM have written of the 
Chipporfielri fttsc in so frivolous a ; 
manner if he had watched theridro : 
depicting' “training" techniques 
rOur phoney sentiment* for 
animals". 2 February). 

On what authority does Mr 
Blacker assert Utiit "ammal- 
lovera" are •■indifferent to the • . 
depredation t)l ftl** eountiyskte 
through intensive fanning And the; 
ever accelerating decline of 
mammal bird and insect species”? . 

Mastpeopti*whoobiedtothe . . 

exploitation of animals for profit mi . 
amusement share a broadly 
inclusive sympathy for nature, _. 

It is to be regretted that you 
should encourage one of your staff 

to mock their viewpoint 

ALAN CLARK HP 

House qfCommons. London SWi 

Sir I’m inclined to become a ... 
vegetarian after reacting your 
article “Assault and battery* 
iRevicw, 27 January*. 

On my father’s poultry farm in 
the 1920s our hens had runs which 
were always green places for them 
to have dust baths. There were ban 
cabins, litter on the floor, perches 
with dropping boards below - 
cleaned out daily. They had nest’ . ’■ 
boxes lined with straw. 

We killed our birds by hand - 
father called it “wringing their 
necks" and it was instantaneous. • : : 
The birds were hung for a short - 
time and then plucked by hand. 

The birds were dressed fay hand . . 
and. having been hung, it was not a 
“bloody” job. 

My father refused to convert to 
the battery system, which could 
have resulted in him becoming a 
wealthyznan. 

The argument that cages 
provide sanctuary is ridiculous. A 
weaker bird could be attacked by 

others but it was noticed ami dealt 
with. I never saw 3 bird minus 
feathers or suffering from arthritis. . 

The old system would provide 
more jobs, of course, making eggs 
more expensive but maybe it 
would be a good thing if they 
became a luxury 
MARYHOBSON 
BiddsidLe . Scotland 

Timor: what ethics? 

Sr So Jakarta is offering tbe 
possibility of full independence to 
East Timor (“Timor is offered 
freedom’ at last”, 28 January). Is 
this believable when behind the 
scales it is arming and inciting 
pro-integrationist militias and 
conducting a war in cyberspace to 
delete East Timor as a virtual- 
reality sovereign state from our 
computer screens (“The day East 
Timor was deleted”. 29 January)? 

Perhaps the Indonesian embassy 
spokesman in London was doser to 
the mark when he asserted that 
“the handover of the [Internet] 
domain to Blast Timor is beyond 
imagination, since tiie government 
of East Timor will not exist". 

What then of Britain’s role? 

Even as Indonesia’s Supreme 
Deliberative Assembly prepares to 
meet in Jakarta next August to • 
consider East Timor’s future, the , 

delivery of 16 British Aerospace \ 
Hawk 200-series multi-role combat 
jets will be commencing. Three will 
be flown out amonth at the cost to 
the British taxpayer of £42m for 
each delivery. Meanwhile, in the 
“Tiinor Gap” between East Timor : 
and Australia, British companies 
will continue to participate in the 
exploitation of a resource - 
potentially the 25th largest oil and * 
liquid natural gas field in the world 
-which by rights belongs to the ' r 

East Timorese people. .. 

What sort of message is all of - 

this sending to Jakarta? Thatanns 
and oil are more important to us 
than the welfare of the Timorese? • 
Som e ethic al foreign policy this. 

Dr PETER CAREY 
Trinity College, Oiford 

Blackboard jumble : . ... 

Sin What is the point of the maths 1 
test for teachers (report, 4 
February)? 1 % already know that a; 
career in teaching doesn't add up. : 

PHILIP D DELNON -- 

Swanscombe, Kent 


The problem with saying nice things about the BBC 


THEY’VE HAD quite a good idea on 
Radio 4 this week. At 9.45 every 
morning, they have dug up a 
column or essay from a half- 
remembered American writer; or 
American -based writer, and got 
someone to read it out That’s it 
Five different American essays, just 
simply read out. 

One was on (he flu epidemic of 
1919. and it was very good, too. Tbe 
one two mornings ago was all 
about going fishing in the north- 
west mountains of the USA, and 
trying to catch steelhead salmon. 
I find it bard to get interested in 
fishing but I really enjoyed this 
piece, especially as It was full of 
such nice ideas as: “the ripples 
spread outwards in the water; Hfee 
a hub cap sinking" Pfice image. The 
piece was written by Jonathan 
Raban, as as the Radio Times 


Called him, J onathan Rahm 
AtouchyveaderwtitesrDearMr 
Emgton,Ahhal I see what you’re 
itp to! Is this going tobe one cf those 
articles of yours where you store 
up a few misprints in die "Radio 
Times’ and then use them, as a 
basisfirsaymgthatdieEBCisvat;- 
ten to the core? 

Certainly not I was going to say 
some nice things about tire BBC, 
as a matter of fact 
A suspicious reader writes: fa 
this some kind of a trick? 

Not at ah. I only wanted to say 
bow much I had enjoyed seeing a 
return to something as oM-fash- 
ioned as a radio talk Some of the 
best radio ever has been provided 
by one man reading out a script 
Dylan Thomas did it nowand then. 
Rene Cutforth did it often. James 
Cameron did it, too. But nobody 


seems to do it any more. Except 
Alistair Cooke. 

A mistrustful reader writes: I 
hope you've spelt THAT name cor- 
rectly. 

Well, it’s the way they spell it in 
the Radio Times. Of course, that 
doesn't mean it’s correct does it ? 

A terse reader unites: Yeah, 
yeah. Get an with it 

I just wanted to say that there 
have been some very good things 
on BBC radio recently. Did you 
catch a thing before Christmas 
called KozZyard Blues? 

A startled reader unites: Who, 
me? 

Yes, you. 

No. What was it about? 

It was a serial about a travelling 
jazz band in Scotland. who have just 
welcomed their accordionist 
Homesick Foguson, played by Bill 




Miles 

Kington 

I liked the piece by 
Jonathan Raban , or, 
as the ' Radio Times 1 
called him, Rabin 

Paterson, back from prison, where 
he's been inside on a drugs charge. 
Another member of tiie band is a 


Scottish nationalist terrorist It 
was very funny, quite dark, mostly 
comprehensible. 

Sounds weird to me. Who was 
itby? 

A poet called Don Paterson, 

Is that spdt correctly? 

I think so. 

Thetfvegot POETS wrttmgsit- 
oamsnow? 

Well apparently the Edinburgh 
producer Dave Batchelor sawa one 
-page poem about a drunken jazz 
accordionist fay fife Paterson and 
Kked it so much that he thought it 
would make a six-part drama ser- 
ial. So he talked him into it 

How do you know aU this? 

Research. Gossip. listening at 
doors and windows. 

Hmm... Look, I’ve got a poem 
Pve written somewhere. Do you 
thxnkiflsentti to Mr Batchelor...? 


itv. 

Right.. Do they actually have 
jazz accordionists in Scotland? 

Sure. They even have jazz bag- 
pipers. 

Ybifre joking! Name one. . . 

Hamish Moore. 

Who’s he? 

He’s a jazz bagpiper named 
Hamish Moore. From Dunkeld. 

I see. Right.. 

In fact jazz has done pretty 
well out of the BBC recently The 
weekday 11.30 slot on Radio 3 
called Jazz Notes has become a 
damned good programme, with 
the newly appointed Alan Shipton 
in (he chain They've also got a 
wonderful history of jazz going out 
in 52 weekly parts, called Jazz 
Century, written and narrated by 
Russell Davies, who is one of those 
broadcasters who sounds very 




wise and yet down-to-earth, a bit 
tike James Cameron and Rene 
Cutforth... 

f thought you said there wasnt 
any qf that stuff on BBC rotho (mu 
more. 

Well, not much. 

Russell Davies recently 
aro P Pedfrom the Radio 4 pro- 
gramme about films. 'Talking Pic- 
tures’? 

Yes. 

Why? 

L . ^ ruw * Ntoybe he’s too 
good for Radio 4 . 

Ooft - now we're getting acer* 

. Q 0 ain - r I thought you were 
flomp to be nice about the BBC? 

Weti, I was being nice about 
cnem... 

^ s txfor* toe get 
nast y ogam, shallwc? 

OK. Suits me. 
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A simple rule for 
politicians - keep 
out of private lives 

® a P uzzlill g phenomenon: hnpres- 
r^Sn,° bV10Usbr brigh ^ nea rfy brilliant; never 
n^L What on earth, for example, possessed him 

Blair harf the same logical trap into which Tbny 

Blair had fallen only a few months before? When the Gov- 
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™^nage. The document described marriage as the 

oest way to bring up children, while insisting that 
being unmarried was not worse. Mr Blah; faying to 
explain this contradiction, said this did not mean “penal- 
ising people who choose not to, it means supporting those 
who choose to marry". So, marriage is best- apart from 
any other arrangement - and the Government wll not 
“penalise" people who choose to live together; just refus e 
to help them. No wonder he is now quiet on the subject 

_ And yet, despite this object lesson in foiling to recon- 
cile the irreconcilable, Mr Hague gave an interview and 
made a speech yesterday in which he failed to do exactly 
the same. Marriage should be encouraged by the tax and 
benefit system because it is the ideal, he Not that 
he was judging people “who find fulfilment in maqy other 
sorts of relationships”. Despite Sir Norman Fowler’s 
praise for his masterful talents (see page 4), Mr Hague 
managed to go even further and deeper into the trap Hmn 
Mr Blair The Conservative leader suggested that 
marriage was the answer to a whole range of .wfai fits 
- indeed, that it might be an engine of prosperity. “Our 
society has found something which lowers the crime rate, 
increases people’s chances of finding work, improves their 
education, and contributes to their happiness and well- 
being,” he said. 

This is a fallacy of cause and effect, and shows only that 
to focus on an official ceremony is to miss all the import- 
ant factors that make a difference between strong fam- 
ilies and weak ones, social cohesion and social 
breakdown, prosperity and deprivation. 

This was the message of Blair Mark One, who declared 
that if a lone parent had deliberately chosen to have child- 
ren without forming a stable relationship: “I disagree with 
what they have done." That caused a fuss at the time, 
impressing Tory Middle England and offending t raditional 
liberals. But it was much more defensible than the con- 
tortions of Blair Mark TWo: what mattered to the Early 
Blair was the “stable relationship’’, not marriage. 

That is the point: what matters is stability, responsi- 
bility and the welfare of children. Which is, in fact, what 
most of the Government’s White Paper was about quite 
rightly, state interference in the famify should be to sup- 
port children, not to support marriage. When the reac- 
tionaries to whom Mr Hague’s “listening party” has bent 



its ear bemoan the number of children “born out of wed- 
lock”, they do not pause to ask about the qualities of the 
relationships into which such children are bora Nor do 
they ask whether a financial incentive to marriage would 
improve the quality of these relationships. 

Sadly, Mr Hague was not asked the questions (hat would 
have teased out the illogicality of his position If marriage 
in itself promotes stable relationships, is he in favour of 
gay marriages — especially given that one of the arguments 
that are favoured by Tories against giving equal rights 
to homosexuals is that gay men tend to be promiscuous 
and predatory? 

Hie fact is that politicians should stay out of people’s 
personal lives. Mr Blair should have stuck with Blair Mark 
One, and Mr Hague should have kept to his excellent 
theme of the week - that there is a limit to the n umb er 
of things that politicians should poke their noses into. The 
issue of marriage, like Glenn Hoddle’s religious beliefs, 
is beyond that limit 


Never mind the ratings, 
just feel the quality 

BROADCASTERS LIKE their rituals as much as any High- 
Church Anglican. The quarterly radio ratings figures, 
published yesterday, are the occasion of one of the most 
meaningteRs The instant analysis is always the s»mp with 
minor variations. Should James Boyle stay or go as boss 
of Radio 4? Is Zoe Ball or Chris Evans up or down? 

But whether ratings are going up or down, strange to 
say, does not tell us much about the health of the stations, 
or of radio in general. What matters is choice and quality, 
and on these issues the statistics are silent It may be too 
much to expect Mr Evans to put quality before profit But 
for Mr Boyle, controller of a public-service channel, 
chasing ratings is folty. He encouraged the ritual by saying 
he would go if audience figures dropped. He should have 


Don’t underestimate Mr Trimble, 
the man who will disarm the IRA 


IF YOU had predicted five, let alone 
ten, years ago that (he leader of the 
Ulster Unionist Party would write to 
Amnesty International urging than to 
visit Northern Ireland, you would 
have been mad. By doingjust that this 
week, David Trimble has shown, not 

for (he first time, that he is a poli ti ci a n 
who is unwilling to be imprisoned by 
his party's history. 

Amnesty has king had a place in the 

demonology of Ulster Unionism. Its 
reports on the methods used fay the 
police and Army in fighting terrorism 
in the last 20 years were frequently 
written off as, at best, naive, on at 

worst, crypto-nati ona list pro paganda 
Trimble's exhortation to Amnesty 


it the BIH- 


pit i 


both republican and loyalist para- 
militaries is easy to dismiss as a 
tactic, which it parity is, to expose toe 
continuing lawlessness of the IRA m 
" Period of ceasefire. In fart, it is a 
rather potent symbol of something 
bigger Conventional mainland liberal 
wisdom — of the kind that embraces 

agencies such as Amnesty without 
hesitation - has tended, equally 
without hesitation, to see Ulster 

Unionism as the problem rather than 

part of the solution in Northern 
Ireland. It is time to review some of 
those assumptions, just as it is time 
to review the question of who is doing 
most to undermine human rights on 

the streets of Derry and Belfast 

From a distance, of course, it looks 
as thougi Trimble is up to Unionism s 
old tricks, making impossfinhst (te- 
mands on a repuWicanleaderdi® for 
a handover of arms it cannot deliver 

He will, it is now certain, refuse to sit 


on the planned Northern Ireland Ex-' 
ecutive with Sinn Stein, to which pow- 
ers are due to be transferred in six 
weds’ time, unless decormnissioning 
of arms begins before then. He is 
threatening to “park” the peace 
process and to seek the review pro- 
vided for in toe Good Friday agree- 
ment for such an outcome. Is this not 
just toe same old politics of “no sur- 
render” once again? Not necessarity 

The Dublin government, for one, 
has not yet joined the public damour 
for Trimble to back (town, a point made 
in a recent eloquent Irish Times 
editorial, which asserted that ‘'he has 
shown remarkable flexibility and 
openness as to how and when the IRA 
mi gh t show its commitment to ex- 
clusively political methods” and (hat 
“there has been no reciprocation on 
the part of Sinn Ftein or toe IRA”. At 
considerable political risk to himself, 
Trimble has cornea long way since the 
beginning of the peace process. 

Some of those who understand 
the Provisional IRA much better than 
I do, believe that the Republicans 
have misread Trimble, thinking that 
he would go the way of all his prede- 
cessors and say no ata much earlier 
point to the peace process, and that 
he would never be able to withstand 
the pressure within his own ranks to 
pull out, leaving nationalism alone 
occupying the moral high ground, if 
so, they were wrong on both counts. 
Trimble took risks to stay in toe talks. 
He is stOl there, and the moral 
authority is no longer cleaving quite 
as securety to the republicans as 

some of tom may have hoped. 

On one reading, toe Mure may not 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

By contacting Amnesty, 
the Unionist leader shows 
that he won't be imprisoned 
by his party’s history 

be quite as desperately bleak as it 
looks. Under one of several possible 
scenarios, the deadlock would con- 
tinue until the deadline of 10 Mar ch 
The^ “parking" of the process would 

then be followed by several days of fre- 
netic activity in Washington over the 
St Patrick's Day period in^ which Pres- 
ident Clinton, and perhaps the SDLR 
would bring irresikible pressure on 
the republicans to decommission suf- 
ficient ar mame nts to satisfy Trimble 
that he can honourably allow the new 
executive to assume its powers. 

This process. has some historical 
precedent. Rather as de Valera 
formally and against all Ins instincts, 
swore allegiance to the British crown 
in 1927 so that his republican Fianna 
Fail party could take Us seals in toe 
Irish Parliament and take power, so 
Gerry Adams and Martin Mrfiumness 


will finally lift toe taboo on handing 
over IRA arms in order to sit at the 
Cabinet table. There are even those 
who believe that the republican 
leadership may slowty be coming to 
realise that tofc may be the outcome, 

and that the brutal murder of the ex- 
IRA naan Eamon Coffins in Newiy lasfa 
month was part of a grisly IRA- 
sanctioned deck-clearing operation to 
discourage others who may once a 
settlement is readied, be tempted to 
follow CoOins’s example by lifting the 
lid on some of its murky history over 
the past 20 years. 

That may be too optimistic. The 
IRA may not agree even to the mini- 
mum decommissioning required to 
aDow the process, now in its moment 
of maximum danger; to advance; the 
next few weeks will be amocg the most 
decisive for Northern Ireland’s future. 

But, whatever toe outcome, it no 
longer looks anything like as easy to 
write Trimble off as the obstacle to a 
long-term settlement in Northern 
Ireland. If the IRA refuses to decom- 
mission, while toe British Government 
bends over backwards, not least by 
co n troversial prisoner releases, to 
keep the process alive, then it is 
becoming increasingly dear that 
T rimbl e may still emerge toe more 
flpw wninriflri, even pluralist, p olitician. 
His approach to Amnesty Inter- 
national and to Human Rights Watch 
in New York about toe punishment 
beatings, is a small but significant 
illustration of that 

There are those who succumb to 
toe temptation of thinking (hat 
somehow toe pu nishm e n t squads are 
an acceptable price for political 


progress. That does not appear to 
have been the view of Maureen 
Kearney a lifelong republican and toe 
65-year-old mother of Andrew 
Kearney, who bled to death after 
bang shot in toe legs in toe aftermath 
of an argument over a game of cards 
with a prominent IRA man. Mrs Kear- 
ney confronted the man who ordered 
the shooting, and reportedly sent the 
bill to Sinn Fein for her son’s fimeraL 

But that is not the only point The 
approach to Amnesty was made 
rather swiftly after a Sunday news- 
paper editorial made the suggestion; 
Barry Barnes, the Labour MP whose 
New Dialogue organisation has shown 
a commendable open-mindedness 
towards all sections of opinion in 
Northern Ireland, has worked with the 
non-sectarian Families Against 
Intimidation and Terror in Belfast 
since 1991. He has long talked of a 
“human rights emergency” in the 
province, and got up an Early Day 
Motion on the subject Trimble, inde- 
pendently, made the decisive overture. 

It is a reminder of course, that it 
is no longer an imperialist British 
Government which stands in the way 
of human rights in Northern Ireland. 
But it is also, equally significantly, 
another modest sign that beneath the 
often rebarbative exterior of Northern 
Ireland’s First Minister there is an 
imaginative politician willing if he is 
allowed, to break out of the strait- 
jacket of his party’s toe-hard and 
dogmatic culture. The old certainties 
are slowly changing in Northern 
Ireland; fe^nonabteperceptfopsinthe 
mainland not least on the left, need 
to change with them. 


said that he would go if his programmes were no good 
Never mind ratings, his job should be on the line for giving 
us the execrable “comedy" produced by Punt and Dennis. 
Healthy competition means Radio 4’s ratings are bound 
to fail over time: we should celebrate toe widening of choice, 
not worry about the decline of civilisation as we know IL 

A small fanfare 

A FANFARE please - on the synthesiser, of course - for 
David Blunkett The Government has begun to turn the 
corner in remedying the deplorable neglect of music 
teaching over the past decade. FVmding for school music 
is being doubled and a survey published today suggests 
a small increase in the proportion of children learning an 
instrument Those instruments are more likefy to be elec- 
tric guitars, electronic keyboards or even computers. But 
that is all to the good* creativity should not be limited to 
recorders, trumpets and violins. 


Q uote of the Day 

“Unless we can contain and defuse the ethnic hatreds in 
the Balkans they will embroil us in a much larger conflict" 
Bill Clinton, 

US President 

T hought for the day 

“The best thing about the future is that it 
comes one day at a time ." 

Abraham Lincoln, 

19th century US president 
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the asadtoaltoew^i^e 

was “threatening™ - M * 
might, drive somebody to nm 
And they said we can't nave 

that— we cant have people wbo 

would actually want to harm 
somebody who kills the most 
helpless among us for a living. 


'Xta Kmmc.au cwsv&m 
jvrie levied on an anti-aboTtion website 


The fact is, Christians and 
other amsoonaWe people who 
r ecogniz e abortion for the 
horror it is do not now, nor do 
they even advocate kppg a 
human being for the sake of it 


and certainty not for a tiring. 
USA Journal 

THANKS TO a judge’s instruc- 
tion to the jury that the site 
should be considered threat- 




\ess artaovf . "By tewermg, VSaa 
standard, M has been, made 
much easier for courts to re- 
strict speech they find offensive. 
Delaware County Dotty 


WHER E r.ras the distinction 
between forceful free speech 


rion should be seen not as a 
blueprint for stifling toe free 
expression of ideas, but xatoei 
as a warning to those who 
would wrap threats in the doth 
of tiie First Amendment 
Los Angeles Times 
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THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent 5 February 1999 


Pandora 


ANOTHER EFFORT by Tony 
Blair to appeal direct to the 
people. February’s edition of 
Saga, the magazine for older 
people, has a front cover 
dominated by a picture of the 
actress Lynsey De ftml. 
Directly underneath her 
ample d&xtletage is the 
slogan: “Ibny Blair- My 
message for Saga readers” 
Blair's message included 
telling readers that: “Many of 
our best businesses ore 
increasingly realising that 
they get rid of their 
experienced workers at their 
peril There is no substitute 
for that experience and skill 
and there is a real danger of 
losing tiie collective 
memories of their 
companies.” 

• Pandora called the veteran 
MP Tony Benn, who said: 
“The Prime Minister mig h t 
remember Old Labour We 
have been told the past is 
relevant, and yet anyone who 
goes on about It is a 
dinosaur.” 


BE WARNED when booking 
private rooms at Marco 
Pierre White’s stunning 
London restaurant, 
MirabeDe. The rooms - 
often used by MPs and 
power-brokers - are filmed 
by hidden cameras. 

When Pandora called 
White's PR, Alan Crompton- 
Batt, he said that he had not 
heard about the cameras 
but would call to check. 
Since then, and despite 
various calls, Mr Crompton- 
Batt seems to have 
vanished. Perhaps he has 
been spending the past two 
days watching videos. 


MPs were spotted doing In 
a recent session of the 
standing committee for the 
Greater London Authority 
BilL Linda Perham (Ilford 
North), Eileen Gordon 
(Romford) and Steve Pound 
(Ealing North) were seen 
passing a paper between 
them on which the words 
“Lady from Hipping", “flirt” 
and “skirt” were inscribed. 

Stephen Pound MP 
explained that the limericks 
bad a dual use: “They are a 
kind of meditation 
technique to survive tbe 
first four-and-a-half hours of 
the liberal Democrats’ 
input on the committee. 
They also serve as 
mnemonics to help ns 
remember the clauses of 
theBQL” 


PROFITS ARE already being 
made out of the lib Dem 
leadership race. Mark Oaten. 
Liberal Democrat MP for 
Winchester; has come up with 
a cunning wheeze to raise 
funds for his local party: “Tve 
got about eight dinner 
engagemen ts in the next 
couple of months that Tm 
going to auction among my 
parliamentary colleagues. 
Given that many of ray 
colleagues are anxious to get 
themselves seen, I am sure 
that there will be no shortage 
of bidders.” 


THOSE TAKING out a new 
subscription to the Neto 
Statesman win be pleased to 
see the special offer of 50 
percent off the magazine 
plus a free book: Mandy: 

The Unauthorised Biography 
of Peter Mandelson, by Paul 
Rout! edge, who has just 
been signed up as a 
columnist for the left-wing 
weekly. Next week look but 
for New Statesman’s owner 
Geoffrey Robinson’s 
stunning offer of a low- 
interest-rate mortgage. 



The long, hard slog of opposition 


“THURSDAY, 8 JANUARY: Half a 
cohmmmthe‘T&egraph\anmter- 
viewjor Tb day 1 and a few para- 
graphs m the rest The party 

always coTTtplains that the Shadow 

Cabinet does not get enough cov- 
erage -but it is inevitable m op- 
position. The press are not as 
interested m die views of polit- 
icians without power -and rightly 
so. Government affects everyone: 
opposition is normally just an 
expression qf view 
That was my introspective 
lament on the fate of a press cam- 
paign. I recorded it in a political 
diary I kept- not last month, but in 
January 1976. Iwas then a member 

of the shadowcabmetnot of WSffiam 
Hague, bat of Margaret Thatcher 
Our appointment a year earlier 
had not exactly been welcomed by 
the press. The leader writers re- 
gretted the passing of tbe old guard 
such as Robert Carr and Peter 
Walker and none too politely asked 
about the credentials of Fbwlez; 
Younger and Oppenheim. . 

Magisterially, The Times pro- 
nounced that the new shadow In- 
dustry Secretary was simply “not of 
the same weight” as Tony Bean, the 
minister he shadowed. And who was 
this insignificant political player? 



NORMAN 

FOWLER 

Rather than excluding 
the old guard , we should 
bring back some members 
of the last government 

Michael Heseltfne. Margaret 
ThfltehpfhaH a tnrfrn fen t- thrift. She 
was too middle dass, too right wing, 
too inexperienced. Who had ever 
heard afa woman being prime min- 
ister of this country? 

There is a revealing piece in Ted 
Heath's autobiography which recalls 
that as late November 1976 most of 
the pubOc thought that Heath rather 
than Thatcher would make the best 
Conservative prime minister. 

Thus anyone with a gTimniw of 


understanding of post-war political 
history will understand that oppos- 
ition is never an easy time. It was 
not easy for Margaret Thatcher It 
was not easy for Ted Heath before 
ins victory in 1970. It was not easy 
for Winston Chnrchffl before the 1950 
election. Nor can anyone seriously 
daim that in general it has been any 
better for Labour Thue, they tfid well 
in tbe post-1992 period, but that was 
because the Tbry party insisted on 
public displays of disunity. 

The same opinion polls, such as 
tbe survey of party officials in The 
hidependerdlas t Sa t urday which re- 
veal tbe relative anonymity of shad- 
ow spokesmen, found the same 
position with Labour before 2997. 

In one respect tbe situation has 
becomeworse for the Shadow Cab- 
inet of 1999. Parliament goes largely 
unreported. As Ken Clarke ob- 
serves: if you want to keep a secret, 
say it on the floor of the Commons. 
In previous days William Hague’s 
mastery of the Comm (ms and bis 
undoubted talent as, a speaker - 
better than Heath, Major and 

Thatcher- would win him plaadits. 
Today Parliament is being shunted 
into second place and reputations 
take longer to make. 

Now, none of this is to excuse 


ineffective opposition. Ann Wkide- 
combe demonstrates that it is cer- 
tainty possible to make an impact. 
But it is an argument for rejecting 
suggested panaceas such as the 
execution of any shadow minister 
who happens to have been a mem- 
ber of the last government 

As it happens. I was Pot a mem- 
ber of the last government al- 
though I (fid have a walk-on part as 
party chairman. Now, as a member 
of the Shadow Cabinet I regard it 
as one of my main tasks to encour- 
age new talents and to help bring 
them into the Shadow Cabinet 
- One of the unrecognised fea- 
tures of the Conservative Party 
today in Parliament is that there is 
an exertional reservoir of talent It 
is these politicians that are the 
leaders of the new, emerging Tbry 
party. But to go from there and 
argue for the exclusion of anyone 
who has been associated with the 
previous regime, is balmy. 

The full idioqy of tbe argument 
comes when tbe two chief targets of 
the lunch-time briefers prove to be 
Michael Howard and John Red- 
wood. By any standards they are two 
of the most effective shadow 
ministers around the Shadow 
Cabinet table. 


Indeed, rather than excluding the 
old guard, there is a strong case for 
bringing bade one or two members 
of the last governmentwho are now 
on the bade benches. Virginia Bot- 
tomley is a prime example of the 
kind of politician I have in mind. 

Sadly, there seem to be some who 
genuinely believe that everything 
done by the Tbrics in the past was 
wrong. But we would not have won 
four elections in a row without an 
effective organisation. This was the 
party which reformed the unions, 
introduced privatisation and created 
one of the strongest economies in 
Europe. The greatest tribute to our 
past record is that half of our 
policies are being pursued by the 
present government 

Of course, there were mistakes 
and we should learn from them. We 
need to review all tbe policy areas. 
But one thing is certain: discreet 
political lunches with the ill- 
disguised sub-plot “1 am terrihly 
clever but the others are all idiots” 
wiQ not win elections. Better that 
everyone should recognise that 
opposition is hard work and hard 
pounding, and get on with it 

The writer is shadow Home 
Secretary 


To be draped in dead animals 
feels the height of good taste 


TT STARTED unintentionally. I was 
in New Ybrk before Christmas, and 
there, in Bloommgdales, was the 
coat of ray dreams; wonderfully 
plain, tapering a tittle, and with a 
huge fur collar I put it on, and it was 
like love at first sight; I could hardly 
bear to take it off tong enough to pay 
for it “It's terribfydever; this stuff," 
a Mend remarked, fingering the col- 
lar “I wonder how the? make it- it 
could be real M 

A week or two later I was wear- 
ing it when I met a French friend of 
mine, an austere observer of the pro- 
prieties of dress. He complimented 
me on it “And the collar - e'est du 
trison?” “No, no, it’s fake,” I said 
complacently. “That’s not fake," he 
said, soring it “Look, look.’’ And, 
brushing back the pile, he showed 
me what was, nnarguably an ani- 
mal’s pelt Quite innocently, it 
seemed in search of the perfect 
overcoat, I'd acquired the skins of 
two or* three small animals, and hung 
them round my neck. It hadn’t even 
occurred to me that it could be any- 
thing but fake. 

I cant pretend ever to have felt 
very strongly about fun But all the 
same, one shrinks slightly from it 
Perhaps it’s a native protestantism, 
disliking the ostentatious flaunting 
of money, perhaps the decades of 
anti-fur campaigns have produced 
conditions in which the fur coat is 
simply net an option for anyone but 
tbe wives of footballers and the 
Russian Mafia. 

A rough consensus has arisen, as 
the generation which wept buckets 
at 101 Dalmatians reached adult- 
hood: leather shoes are all right, 
partly because cows are useful in 
other ways and partly because they 
are difficult to avoid. If you felt 
strongly about animal rights you 
might feel self-conscious about a pair 



PHILIP 

HENSHER 

A coat made out of the 
skins of Dalmatian 
puppies might be rather 
a divine sort of object 

of leather trousers. And other skins 
are more or less a no-no for anyone 
at aL To wear fur is tantamount to 
making a point in an argument 
And yet who has not felt a tiny 
twinge ofen^fbrCrueDa deV3; who 
has net had to suppress the appalling 
bat irresistible thought that reafly 
a coat made oat of the skins of Dal- 
matian puppies might be rather a 
divine sort of object? 

Certainly, going to countries 
where there is no widespread feel- 
ing against for can produce shock- 
ing experiences. We’ve all seen 
those parties of Italian matrons, 
doing the great capitals of the world, 
and ta kin g t he o pp o r t un fly to drape 
some sable over their shoulders. I 

always fed rather faint when I come 

across an entire room inthe National 
Gallery filled with one of these 
groups, gfowing with mink. It seems 
barbaric and ridiculous to swathe 
oneself in flu; and London is not 
often cold enough to justify it And 
yet they hare all, apparently agreed 
to do it 


It’s not, perhaps, quite so bad in 
colder climates. I have to admit that 
one winter; when I was in Berlin, I 
became so frustrated and miserable 
at the cold that I went out and 
bought a second-hand, man’s fin- 
coat. Ifs a wonderful thing, but not 
something you could wear comfort- 
ably in London. The Anglo-Saxon 
world has often found it hard to 
understand that the rest of the 
world hardly cares whether a lot of 
deeply unpleasant and vicious small 
animals live or die. 

Moreover, there’s an English 
notion of quiet good taste in dress, 
which is difficult to carry through if 
you look like Animal Hospital on 
legs. The rest of the world is. more 
robustly indifferent to the rights of 
animals and, by and large, would pre- 
fer to display its money on its bade 
than let it moulder away in a build- 
ing-society account 

Certainly, one cant imagine those 
rich Italian matrons making much 
sense of the latest proposal from Cal- 
ifornia. It has beep suggested that 
anyone selling fur in Beverley Hills 
should be required by law to display 
the following, rather bloodcurdling 
notice: “This product is made with 
far from annuals that may have been 
killed by electrocution, gassing, 
neck-breaking, poisoning, dubbing 
stomping or drowning and may 
have been trapped in steeljaw, leg- 
hold traps." 

It might have been drafted by 
Dickens’s Eat Bey, wanting to make 
your flesh creep. Whether this is 
going to have much effect, if the law 
is passed, remains to be seen. Some 
oftheyoung widows of Los Angeles 
would cheerfully chib, stomp and 
electrocute the animals themselves 
if they absolutely had to. Not many 
people who own a mink coat are 
under the impression that tbe con- 
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stituent parts led happy and fulfilled 
lives and passed away in their sleep 
at the age of 95 in mink years. Un- 
less they are extremely stupid, 
they've decided not to care, and no 
number of gruesome statutory not- 
ices is likely to hare much effect 

One has the slight sense that 
people are starting to drift back to 
fur; indeed, it’s been striking that in 

the last few seasons, for has been ac- 
quiring associations of Dark Ages 
opulence, and turning up in collec- 
tions for men. As London Men’s 
Fashion Week begi n s, it will be int- 
eresting to see who has started to 
show an interest in fur for hats, col- 
lars, trimmings, the whole worts. 

The truth is that the opposition to 
fiu; in most people, sprang not from 
aqy burning ethical commitment, but 
from peer pressure. And when peo- 
ple get bored of hassling strangers 
in the street, it will start turning up 
again. We might prefer to think that 


the anti-fur decades have taken a 
moral standpoint, but that's not 
quite right it s been much more dic- 
tated by taste. Or, to put it another 
way, it's just one more shift in fash- 
ion, which may very well shift hack. 

Meanwhile. I think Tm going to 
cany on wearing my coat from 
Bloomingdales; it’s just too nice not 
to. And a very odd thing seems to be 
happening to ipy wardrobe; it is fill - 
ing up with things made out of the 
skins of wee innocent beasties, and 
is starting to look tike the parly 
clothes of Vlad the Impaler. 

Looking at shoes the other day, I 
just couldn't resist a pair in Mack 
python skin, and another in blond 
pony. But perhaps the whole thing 
is going a bit fan A giril know asked 
me what the equestrian pair were 
made out of “Cat" l said. She 
looked horrified but not I fear in- 
credulous: she looked as if she 
thought it were just about possible. 
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Arguing the case for the nation state 


4 WHAT DOES globalis- 
ation mean? It is a 
process in which activit- 
ies, and relations be- 
tween both individuals and 
institutions, expand beyond 
the parochial and the national 
to the international or global. 
It is economic in the first in- 
stance, arising from trade and 
production, but very quickly it 
involves social elements 
(tourism, migration and ecu- 
menism) and with the 
increasing emphasis on com- 
munication it begins to refer; 
above all, to a spreading form 
of shared human awareness. 

It is a rather cute term, 
much liked by journalists and 
others who live by spinning 
words. It is something of an 
alternative to all those “posts”, 
such as post-industrial and 
post-national. One crucial glob- 
alising feet is television, a 
visual medium; and vision, as 
Hobbes pointed out long ago, 
is the sense out of our five 
senses which encourages our 
propensity to fantasy. What 
we see is often superficial 
This helps create a new 
situation in which millions of 
people become increasingly 
aware of a materially delight- 
ful lifestyle available to other 


people - foreigners, the rich, 
whites -but which they cannot 
possibly share in because it has 
taken us in the West centuries 
to work it out and develop the 
capital on which it. depends. 
The resources for everybody 
sharing it do not exist in' cur- 
rent technology. It requires 
invisible moral virtnes these 
people do not hare - forms of 
prudence, self-control, regu- 
larity of work and, above all a 
conception of other people as 
fellow befogs to be treated in 
a regular and helpful way- by 
contrast with those who can 
only take seriously people who 
are kin fo some sense. (“Theat 
a stranger as a thief” is, I am 
told, an old Japanese saying.) 

The continent of Africa most 
notably lads many of these 
virtues and has proved, is our 
time, incapable of running 
modem societies- The virtues 
these countries do have - tribal 
oif ethnic solidarity, for ex- 
ample - are self-defeating fo 
market terms, though not, 
perhaps, in what I consider 
below as “war economies.” 
Asia, in many cases, has 
similar problems. 

Globalisation, or at least 
economic relations extending 
beyond the local has been 
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going on for millennia, and its 
high point, in fact, was the 
period up to 1914. After that, 
protectionism, mercantilism 
and different varieties of war 
economies dominated the 
world until after 1945. 

The significance (tithe idea 
of globalisation fa that it has 
become the basis for a political 
argument we human beings 
ary nnw bec oming in mam^jy 
interdependent, and we need 
gobai institutions to respond to 


this new situation. Environ- 
mentalists are especially 
prominent in arguing that 
international authority must 
supersede national. Soros fa 
another declared foe, and 
much efthe thinking behind the 
European Union is the attempt 
to defeat globalisation. 

Hundreds of international 
treaties cover everything from 
the environment to trade to 
human rights. These treaties 
are already coercive, as the 
Pinochet case fihistrates- 

Tbe concept of globalisation 
suggests that the worid is mov- 
ing inexorably towards an 
achieved unity, a system that 
e m braces everyone, and this 
unity though no doubt moral in 
terms of human rights, is 
based on economic trans- 
actioos. The laws of economics 
are universal, and h uman 
befogs may be understood as 
pursuers of incentives. It is this 
assumption that feeds into the 
implication that globalisation 
has the potential for a peace- 
fill fixture; it sometimes fiino 
turns as another branch of the 
“end of history” thesis. 

The common media appre- 
ciation is that globalisation is 
an unstoppable force, that 
democracy is spreading 


through the world as the child ^ 
of rising standards of living and 
that the nation state is losing 
its capacity to control its citi- 
zens, because they can now 
move both themselves and 
their capital elsewhere. Tax- 
ation is becoming subject to 
competition. 

My own suspicion is that 
globalisation is this time, as in 
the 19th century, a highly 
uncertain process which can 
and will be stopped when con- 
venient Democracy, I have no 
doubt, is doomed. It is already 
pretty notional, a mere re- 
sponsiveness, and the growing 
complexity of the world is the 
perfect soil for experts. 

And the nation state ought 
not to be written off. This is 
where the power has been, 
and there is a lot of enthusiasm 
to keep it there. I might add 
that, horrible as it has often ' c ” 
been, the nation state - at 
least in the Anglo-Saxon world 
- remains the only institution 
that offers a release from the 
parochial The village com- 
munity is a nightmare, the 
international world the arena 
of meaningless ab- 
straction. AD we bare, 
for the moment at least, 
is the state. / 
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Morals, matrimony and money 



Deborah Orr 

Lack of money creates 
problems in families, 
but it's not the reason, 
they are breaking down 


AS A working mother with a worka- 
holic husband, a toddler and two 
young stepchildren, it’s not often 
that 1 have time to leaf through the 
many magaz i n es that are ostensibly 
published to cater for women such 
f ; as myself. Yesterday, though, I 
made an exception, and hunkered 
down with a copy of Prima, the 
German-owned woman's monthly 
which became a surprise market- 
leader when it launched in the UK 
in the mid-Eighties. 

God, it was exhaus ting Forget 
about actually reading the features. 
Let’s concentrate on a few of the tq>s 
for completing an action-packed 
Prtma-styte February. 

Teach your children about w 
using the Internet Try a great new 
lotion for getting rid of their head 
lice. Stop using commercial baby 
food because it may cause allergies. 
Hit the streets to shop for your 
spring wardrobe. Get your Valen- 
tine's Day celebrations sorted out 
Take your body language in hand. 
Sew exotic cushions. Co-ordinate 
your desk with fancy filing trays and 
matching pen-holders. Plant a Zen 
garden, Makp a minnini cupboard/a 
chopstick frame/Chinese candles/- 
lacquerbaxes/Iamlnafed place mats 
/lampshades/ blinds. Give to char- 
f \ ity. Organise a sponsored event for 
charily. Double-check your car’s 
safety and security. Improve the 
lifestyle of the family dog. Getyour- 
self a new hairdo. Do more exercise, 
in a dynamic and highly disciplined 
new regime. Varnish your nails 
better Make a complete weekend 
wardrobe with the free patterns pro- 
vided Go on a diet Knit an outdoor 
jacket using the instructions below. 
Change your food shopping habits 
to create healthier fanrity meals. Re- 
decorate your home from top to bot- 
tom. Develop imaginat ive themes 
for your children’s parties. Find 
child care that works foryou so that 
you can really focus when you’re at 
work Self-diagnose simple ailments 
and get yourself down to the 
chemist Cut your cancer risk Cook 
dinner in 10 minutes. Go on holiday. 
Read. Go to the cinema. Go to the 
theatre. Hire a video. And, of course, 
consult the stars to see what effect 
aU this self-improvement may have 
on your future. 

. I So far rve ticked off one thing on 

this list Tve consulted my stars. 
This is what they say: ‘'You're under 
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work can be found by flicking 
through the male equivalent of 
Prima. There is. of course, no such 
thin g, although the nearest maga- 
zine on the market appears to be 
Esquire, which calls itself "the 
sharper read for men". 

So what do we have here? Our 
guide to playboys and playmates. 
Sex and the C-spot Catherine Zeta 
Jones on a rug. What it’s Eke to have 
a heart attack. How to cheat at 
cards. Arsenal ladies team. Pear in 
a glass - the pint cocktail. Pick of 
the kit for the ultimate bloke’s pad. 
And so on. No babies, no child 
care, no relationships, no parenting, 
no knitting, no sewing, no Zen gar- 
dens, no 10-minute dinners, and no 
stars. No idea what the future may 
hold for married men, or for the 
children these “men” must some- 
day vaguely assume they'll have. 

I don't know which is more dam- 
aging - the absurd demands placed 
on women by Prima, or the absurd 
denial of demands placed on men 
by Esquire. But I do know that it's 
in the space between these fantasies 
that families fall apart It’s a space 
that can be filled by mature reflec- 
tion on how men and women can 
realty make an equal world in which 
our children can thrive. But it cant 
be filled by tax breaks. 


more pressure than you ever 
thought possible and something 
urgent has to happen to sort the sit- 
uation out Yet you're up against a 
rule that can't be broken, a factor 
that won’t budge or a person who 
won't co-operate. It’s all down to the 
combined influence of Saturn, Mars 
and Mercury. This is a tense time 
but it's also highly constructive as 
it will force you to do one of the 
bravest tilings you’ve ever done and 
afterwards you'll never look bade.” 

I think you’ll agree that what my 
stars are telling me to do is pretty 
obvious. That's right I'm going to 
strike the Zen garden option off my 
list No, sod it I'm going to chuck 
Prima straight into the bin without 
acting on any of its advice. (Welt Tin 
going to tear out the page with the 
nit4otion company number on it but 
that's definitely where I stop.) Any- 
way, the one thing I bought the 
damned magazine for isn't there. 

Earlier this week Prima re- 
leased a wide-ranging survey in- 
vestigating its readers’ attitudes 
towards family life in Britain, 
prompted by an interview the mag- 
azine’s editor; Lindsay Nicholson, 
had conducted with Tony Blair 
Though the survey results aren’t in 
fact published in this month’s 
Prima, the survey’s findings hit the 


headlines elsewhere because 71 
per cent of Prima readers said 
home life had become “less satis- 
fying”, while 89 per cent of them 
claimed that ‘'balancing home life 
and work was tougher now”, with 
41 per cent citing the reason for this 
as “not enough time". (Presumably 
the other 59 per cent do have a Zen 
garden.) 

The rest of the media greeted 
these revelations with shock, which 
can only be because tbey'dont 
understand what Prima women 
are trying to achieve -oM-feshion^ 
all-singing, all- dancing, knitting, 
sewing, baking, sampler-stitching 
wife-and-motherhood, in combin- 
ation with work, Zen gardening 
and community health care. Instead 
they promptly linked Prima’s find- 
ings with an authoritative report fry 
the Mental Health Foundation say- 
ing that one in five children suffers 
mental health problems, and with 
William and Ffion Hague’s launch 
of National Marriage Week. 

The latter link is the more ob- 
vious and straightforward, since an- 
other finding of the Prima survey 
was that78 per cent of women ques- 
tioned considered marriage to be 
“vital for stable family life", while 80 
per cent felt that tax advantages 
were the best motivation for couples 


to enter into and remain in mar- 
riage. Enter Mr Hague, with a 
speech to Sussex Tories si gnalling 
new tax policies designed to reward 
married couples and women who 
stay at borne to care for their fam- 
ilies. (Not a choice that William and 
Ffion themselves have had to work 
though during their own brief union, 
but hey, we all understand that the 
examples political families set on 
these occasions have narrow fimitsJ 

A good result for Prima readers, 
but not necessarily so great for the 
children suffering from mental 
health problems. The MHFs report 
rited 21 risk factors. 10 of which are 
link ed to problems in the family, and 
particularly affect the children of 
broken families. Hague's argument 
may be that with his tax advantages, 
fewer families wifi be broken; but 
since the cost of divorce is finan- 
cially devastating anyway and 
doesn’t seem to put people off too 
much, it’s difficult to see how a few 
extra quid a year will make much 
ofanimpaet 

An added kick in the teeth to 
children is that 68 per cent of Prima 
readers believe single mothers 
should be encouraged to work (as 
well as knit, and make their own 
clothes, delicious dinners, etc), pre- 
sumably so that the money they’d 


otherwise be scrounging off the 
state can be instead be diverted to 
like-minded married folk such as, 
sayTbnyandCherieBIaiqwhocan 
squirrel this dosh away along with 
their family allowance to provide 
spending-money during holidays 
in the Sqrchelles. 

Which brings us to another of the 
problems of further rewarding 
those who are financially affluent 
anyway. Already dual-income fam- 
ily units have forced up the cost of 
living - particularly when it comes 
to property prices - to the point 
where a family living on around 
£30.000 a year can barely afford to 
purchase a tipy one-bedroom flat in 
London. Fiddling further with fin- 
ancial inequalities will create as 
many problems as it solves, and 
while tax relief for hard-pressed 
families should be welcomed, fin- 
ancial rewards for comfortably off 
people who happen to be married 
are surely a frivolous waste of 
public money. 

Lack of money certainly creates 
problems in families, but it is not the 
major reason why they are break- 
ing down, and it is not going to be 
the means by which we stick them 
back together again. Instead, an 
answer to the difficulties women 
find in hatanring home, family and 


RIGHT 
OF REPLY 

peter 

Hewitt 


The chief executive 
of the Arts Council 
replies to an article 
on the Lottery 
by David Benedict 

IT IS a peculiarly British 
disease. Hundreds of millions 
of pounds in lottery proceeds 
come tumbling into the arts 
and the critics dub it “the 
biggest disaster ever to befall 
arts funding in this country’'. 
The reality is different the 
majority of our capital projects 
areyet to be completed, but we 
are on the brink of nothing less 
than a transformation of the 
landscape for arts infra- 
structure in this country - 
thanks to the lottery. 

Yfes, capital projects can be 
fraught with risk, but this is the 
case with all developments - 
whether commercial or sub- 
sidised, lottery-backed or 
non-lottery-backed. But the 
successes speak for them- 
selves. Next month, Sheffield's 
National Centre for Popular 
Music opens with £9.5m of 
lottery funding. Sunderland’s 
National Glass Centre - £5£m 
- has already proved a tri- 
umph. Of course, we shouldn't 
forget smaller projects such as 
the Tricycle Theatre in K31- 
burn, London - £2m - or the 
£L8m to Henshaw’s Society for 
the Blind for a craft centre for 
visualty unpaired people in 
Knaresboraugh, Yorkshire. 

David Benedict rightly 
highlights the difficulties that 
could result from the initial 
lottery blueprint. In a situation 
where all proceeds had to be 
ploughed into capital, any rev- 
enue implications had to be 
met from non-lottery budgets. 
But that was then. Now we are 
in a position where we can use 
lottery money to produce a 
much healthier mix of revenue 
and capital funding. And we 
are doing just that 
New lottery legislation 
gives us the flexibility to use 
both of our cash-streams - 
grant-in-aid and lottery pro- 
ceeds - to achieve one single 
strategy. We can’t promise 
there won’t ever be problems 
again with lottery projects, 
but we can guarantee that 
the arts and the arts public will 
be the winners. 
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Sex and the Samoans 


-THIS meat has surety been used for 
soup." says Miss Bartlett at the begin- 
ning of A Room with a Viern. I had sim- 
ilar thoughts on picking up Derek 
Freeman’s latest book on the “Mead- 
Freeman controversy", about the va- 
lidity of the American anthropologist's 
famous fieldwork in Samoa. Freeman 
published Margaret Mead and Samoa: 
The Making and Unmaking of an An- 
thropological Myth in 1983, five years 
after Mead's death. His earlier book pro- 
voked not only many publications but 
also a play called Heretic, staged in Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. Yet such is Free- 
man's skill with condiments that, in the 
end. one has quite a tasty meal. 

The American Anthropological As- 
sociation won many people over to 
Freeman's side when it passed a reso- 
lution denouncing the 1983 book with- 
out inviting Freeman to defend himself. 
This stupid reaction vindicated the con- 
tention that Mead was a liberal Amer- 
ican mother-goddess of the Spock era 
whose cult led her devotees to behave 
unscientifically when challenged by a 
rude Australian. 



Friday Book 

THE FATEFUL HOAXING OF 
MARGARET MEAD 

BY DEREK FREEMAN. WESTVIEW PRESS. E16.50 


The scholarly issue- to what extent 
had a 24-year-old anthropologist been led 
to exaggerate sexual permissiveness 
among Samoan adolescent girls in her 
1928 book, Corning of Age in Samoa ? - 
is not of great intrinsic importance. But 
Mead was to become the first and most 
successful media anthropologist She 
built for herself a unique position in 
American public life as social critic and 
ambassador for her discipline. (In 
Britain, she was never so much admired) 
Those who live by the media are often 
brought down thereby. When Free- 
man’s earlier book was published, Har- 
vard University Press hired a New 
York PR firm to handle his talk-show 

hn ntringH White prn rtaiTmng that his nnty 

goal is the truth, he has piggybacked on 
Mead's fame. 
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FRIDAY POEM 


AN INDIAN SUMMER 

BY DERYN REES-JONES 

Sometimes it's as if we're lost 
A place on a map that no one can find. 

And I have to invent us, over and over 
Give us names that we smile at . 

Nova Nostalgia. Valentine Comer, Lost Love’s Grove. 
O my soft and freckled river! 

I’m the Edwardian lacty in an unmanned boat 
Lying on cushions, with the sun on her face. 
Lazily trailing one ungloved hand. 

Deryn Rees-Jones‘s second collection. 

* Signs Round a Dead Body', is published at £6.95 
by Seren. 2 Wyndham Street, Bridgend CF31 1EF 


Freeman does show that Mead's re- 
search retied more on hunch than on 
rigour. Her close relationship with her 
professor; Franz Boas, (fid induce Mead 
to tailor her findings to his hypothesis: 
that adolescent behaviour was subject 
to cultural variables, rather than 
genetically determined. Boas, mean- 
while, was over-indulgent towards a 
book written with Mead’s enchanting lit- 
erary facility. 

Amusingly; Freeman records how 
Mead skimped on the focused research 
she had promised Boas because it re- 
quired spending time with (in her 
words) “socially unimportant adoles- 
cents”. Staying m US Navy premises for 
most of her fieldwork, she was treated 
as one of the governing elite from 
America and took on the persona of a 
visiting taicpou or ceremonial virgin 
(concealing the fact that she had mar- 
ried two years previously). 

Freeman's new material is partly 
based on a reconstitution from archives 
of Mead's itinerary, and parity on 
testimony sworn in the late Eighties by 
an old laity called Fa’apua’a, one of 
Mead’s closest Samoan friends. She 
confessed that she and a girlfriend had 
engaged in recreational tying when they 
told Margaret that they spent their 
nights with boys. 

Freeman builds an edifice upon one 
evening, 13 March 1926, when Mead is 
supposed to have been gulled by this 
teasing. But Fh'apua’a was a taupou her- 
self and Mead knew quite well that a 
toupou's virtue was carefiilty protected. 

Moreover, Fa’apua’a and her friend 
were in their mid-20s, as Mead was -not 

adolescents. Freeman shows literary 
flair himself in persuading the reader 


that he is building up a watertight case, 
and he has succeeded in convincing 
some eminent natural scientists. But he 
remains a prosecuting attorney rather 
than an impartial histo rian 

It may well be that Mead’s informants 
told her what they thought she wanted 
to heaq and that she did not cross-check 
the story. But many Samoans have 
come to resent their culture’s reputation 
for sexual looseness, and this may have 
slanted Fa’apua’a’s evidence in the 
Eighties. Also, America in the Twenties 
was quite strait-laced. Mead may have 
sussed out the reality of private sexual 
norms in Samoa and confused these 
with public rules. In fact Samoa seems 
to have been neither especially per- 
missive nor especially restrictive. 

Freeman concedes that Mead and 
Boas were not deliberately deceitful 
(they allowed extensive archives to be 
preserved) so much as “cognitively de- 
luded". Though he oversimplifies Boas's 
position. Freeman has a point in criti- 
cising those anthropologists who think 
that culture somehow overrides biolo- 
gy. His own pleas for a reintegration of 
cultural anthropology and evolutionary 
biology are fine words, but he does not 
explain how the Samoan debate bears 
on the theoretical problems of today. 

Mead insisted that her best-seller; 
Coming of Age m Samoa, should not be 
revised It wffl survive as a literary 
rather than a sdentific classic. And if she 
was duped? The mistakes people make 
at the age of 24 acquire public notoriety 
only if they later become famous. 

There was nothing in her of the cur- 
mudgeon. In life, she was serialty mar- 
ried to three anthropologists. Freeman 


having found the key to her weak spot 
has hyp henated Vimuarif to tor as am end- 
lessly replicating duo in the afterlife of 
publicity. A feature film must impend- 
Derek and Margaret, perhaps? 

Jonathan benthall 

The reviewer is director of Hie Rayed 
AnthropologUxdlnstih ition 
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THE FRIDAY REVIEW 


Robert 

Barr 


Zibby Garnett 


ROBERT BARK was an outstanding 
BBC war correspondent In peace- 
time he moved over to television 
and became a leading writer and. 
production executive. His work 
included Z Cars, Softly, Softly and 
Moonstrike. In 1959 he won the 
Italia Prize for his television docu- 
mentary Madico, about the medical 
service to ships. 

Barr’s writing career began as a 
freelance reporter before joining 
the staff of the Daily Mail On die 
outbreak of the Second World war 
the BBC engaged him as war cor- 
respondent and sent him to cover 
North Sea convoys. Later he land- 
ed aplum job. He was one of the four 

correspondents specially picked 
from the world’s press and radio to 
travel with and live alongside the 
Supreme Commander, General 
Dwight Eisenhower. 

Barr was undergoing parachute 
training outside Manchester when 
he was told to meet a certain 
plane. Richard Dimbleby, the BBC’s 
chief war correspondent, emerged 
from it and said ‘Don't look round, 
just get in. Everything has been 
arranged. They want you back in 
London.” Barr found himself 
straightaway attached to Eisen- 
hower's personal staff 

He described the paratroopers 
preparing for the D-Day armada: 

Their faces were darkened with cocoa; 
sheathed knives were strapped to their 
ankles; bandoliers and hand grenades, 
co2s of rope, pick handles, spades, rub- 
ber dinghies hung around them, and a 
few personal oddments like a lad who 
was taking a newspaper to read on the 
plane. As they knelt round their padre 
in prayei; with bent beads and on one 
knee, the men with their equipment and 
camouflaged faces looted like some 
strange creatures from another world. 

Barr was aboard HMS Kelvin 
which took Churchill, Sir Alan 
Brooke, Field Marshal Smuts, and 
others, over to Normandy shortly 
after D-Day. “About a quarter of a 
mile from the shore,” he reported, 
“we drove through the water and 19 
on the beach where General Mont- 
gomery was waiting with three 
jeeps. The Kelvin edged her way 
past Nelson and RamiUies and 
took up a position right on the Ger- 
man flank. Here the order was 
given: “Three salvoes into the Ger- 
man lines'. Mr Churchill, cigar in the . 
corner of his mouth, and his sea cap 
on the back of his head, smiled and 



raised bis binoculars. And the guns 
of HMS Kelvin began to pound the 
German positions.” 

When the General ottered Paris 
Barr left Eisenhower’s staff! In 1945 
be became a radio features producer 
and the following year switched to 
television. When he returned for a 
writ to Broadcasting House a senior 
sound producer ran into him at the 
dooc “Good Lprd, I fhoughtjou woe 
dead.” “No Tm not" said Ban: “No? 

Ah, yes; gone to television; same 
thing, old chap.” That was before 
the Coronation in 1953. when tele- 
vision for the first time had a trigger 
audience than radio. 

Barr wrote and produced the. 
first documentary ever written for 
BBC television, Germany Under 
Control and foDowed it with anoth- 
er documentary about the Berlin air- 
lift, using a German television crew. 

From his fertile pen came such 
excellent series as Z Cars, Sqftiy, 

Softly and Spycatcher. The format 
for Z Cars had been written by 
Troy Kennedy Martin. Another 
closely involved with die series was 
Barr’s boss Efwyn Jones. Barr was 
the Executive Producer. Z Cars; 
tfaou^wefireceivedby both the crit- 
ics and the public, at first caused a 
certain amount of consternation 
among the police. 

“It was die policemen’s wives,” 

disclosed Ban; “They said to their Barr was one of four correspondents to travel with General Dwight Eisenhower in 1944 



husbands *You don’t cany on lifae 
Charlie Barlow do you?’ The hus- 


not all fatherty PC Dixon types who 


bands reassuringly said ‘No dear 1 ,' helped old ladies across die road and 
adding that Charlie Barlow wouldn’t always had a sweet for a lost child, 
lari three days in a police force. But The intended first run of 13 was ex- 


The audience figures of Z Cars climbed 
from 9 to 14 million in the first eight 
weeks. The public was ready to accept 
the police were not all PC Dixon types 
who helped old ladies across the road 


scripts for television was Mock Auc- 
tion, adapted from his radio series 
IVs Your Money Thetfre After. He 
wrote another calledITOmt to be an 


this happen a gain and a gain conld 

- in Barr's opinion - do the action 
correctly. Barr used to admit that 

his aim in tele vision ri nny mpnfaripK 


Actorproducedbythe then Head of was to interest people in other 


after a little while they’d start to sty 
'Remember old so-and-so? Hie was 
just like Charlie Barlow'.” 

The audience figures of Z Cars 
cEmbed from nine to 14 rnflUoa in the 
first eight weeks. The public was 
ready to accept that the police were 


tended to SL A loyal audience fol- 
lowed the careers ofBariow and Writ 
as they rose up the force in a new se- 
ries Softly, Softly, written by Bari; 
with-a secondgeneration cast mov- 
ing through the old setting. 

One of Barr’s early post-war 


Drama Michael Barry, who modi 
enjoyed, according to Ban; the 
freedom to talk about the script 
with its writer and discuss ways to 
improve it 

Barr regularly used to include 
real people in his dramatic scripts. 
For instance, in a programme about 
a hospital ward he engaged eight 
genuine nurses with his cast of ac- 
tors. Their task was to give the au- 
thentic touch of bedmaking in the 
ward which had been recreated in 
the studio. 

In another programme, with a 
trial scene including pronounce- 
ment of the death sentence, he used 
a man who had for years been derfc 
to the Lord Chief Justice; his job was 
to place a hlark cap on the actor- 
judge’s head Only one who had seen 


people rather than to explain some 
aspect erf fife in sotidogica! terms. 

Barr spent his retirement on 
the Isle of Bute, which had long 
been his favourite home. He had 
done most of his writing there, 
though he a lways went to Landanfor 
his research. 

Leonard mtatj. 

Robert Barr, war correspondent 
and television scriptwriter bom 
Glasgow 22 December 1909; joined 
BBC 1939; correspondent cover- 
ing North Sea Convoys, then 
special corr es pondent with 
Supreme Headquarters, Allied 
Expeditionary Fbrce 1944 ; Italia 
Prize. 1959; married 1936 Janet 
Carmen (died 1996; one daughter); 
died Isle of Bute 30 January 1999. 


ZEBBY GARNETT was a country- 
wnman who used her knowledge of 

afl the applied arts that make great 

houses shine to steer at least two of 

them into calmer water Thrxw^ the 

Nineties she was immersed in the 
conservation of decorative arts, first 
at the Lincoln College of Art and 
Design and latex; after their merg- 
es within DeMontfort University. 

SfaewBsagreatselftogxraverwho 

read for the Measure of it but found 
toe means to bring most of what she 
learned to good use. By the time she 

reachedlincolnsbebad learned her 
trade in the dismantling of one of 
the Dukeries (several ducal houses 

m a smafl area of Nottinghamshire), 
Thoresby, 84,000 square feet of 
“muscular Victorian eclecticism" 
by Anthony Satvin. In 1980 it bad 
been passed to British Coal which 
preferred to be the owner of its 
problems rather than answerable to 
others for the subsidence their 
nnA»rypwiing was CH UShl g. By 1988 
they wanted shot of it and exercised 
the right to move the family still in 
occupation, out of it 

Zibby Garnett was ready, having 
finished a good, but less than half- 
complete, catalogue of the contents, 
and then put method into the se- 
lection of what should be kept for use 
in a new building and what should 
go fix* sale. She was, akrae, the per- 
son prepared to know about each 
object, toe part it played in the over- 
all scheme of decoration and how it 
related to the remainder. She in- 
formed every decision that was la ta* 
taken to preserve the core collection 

from several thousand objects. 

She was fastidious enough to be 
offended by a bad fit within a deco- 
rative scheme oc equally by bad 
planting. She baffled everyone at 
Thoresby by complaiiai^ of the tea 
roses planted on the terrace which 
were of obvious vigour and unprece- 
dented display. “They are tea roses 
only hy bri d is ed after 1945 and quite 
out of place in a parterre designed by 

Nesfield in 1868.” But she was never 



Offended by bad planting 


. abortorpedant. Because her purist 
r tendency was the product of her «■ 
r thusiam and excitement in sub- 

f ierisltecarricdajeauiencewithhtt 

. She left 'HwrtsbybeSae ti« row 

! had been replanted to join an Eng. 
t fish Heritage team that was bring- 
i fog Brodsworth. near Doncaster; 

. back to life after its period asleep. 

This meant applying the same skifis 
, and discretion to build up, to get the - 
1 febric cleaned and replaced, to see 
. the spirit of the place emerge agafci, 
Lincoln was an obvious next step, 

■ There she made a temporary free- 
f Lance assignment into a permanent 
. role. Although her work was chiefly 
administrative she was, at the feast, 

\ unusual in having no higher qualifi- 
cations at afl. She had received at 
I education and lifelong values, if few. 

1 exams, in her convent schooling at 

1 St Hilda's, Whitby, white growing up 
1 in tbe North East 

After coming on to the staff at un- 

l coin die ted an HMD course aod later 
[ set up a new research department, 
i the “Centre for Conservation Stud- 
ies". It was perhaps an obvkma 
; choice when Dc Montfort wanted to 
taVp. the new school up in the world 
they should ask Garnett to create 
from nothing the inter nationa l li n ks 
and to set up the student exchanges 
that would prompt tbe cross- 
fertilisation arts education depends 
on. Through that she found friends 
in Europe and India and would, had 
she lived, no doubt have extended 
this range throughout the worfcL 
She always treated new interests . 
and tasks as a means to make new 

and proper friendships wherever she 

landed- This was not a planned ca- 
reer cut short by the cancer that 
hunted her for 12 years hut a jour- 
ney from one interesting place to an- 
other with plenty to get on with as 
she went Outride her paid work she 
was taken up with causes centred on 
the arts and architecture, although 
ho* membership of the Diocesan 
Synod hardly fits that definition and, 
here also, in spite of her own mod- 
est assessment of her abilities oth- 
ers saw fit to push her into the lead. 

At home in Norwell, a small red- 
brick village north of Newark, where 
she came in 1977 with her husband, 
David Garnett, they gave creative life 
to many of the interests and princi- 
ples they shared. They showed how 
a proper knowlege of plants and their 
history can lead to an infinitely 
more stimulating effect than the ig- 
norant motivated only by a sense of 
colour or immediate impression. 

HUGH MATHESON 

Elizabeth Pamela Stock, arts 
— administrator . : bom Newcastle 14 
. October 1944; married 1971 David 
Garnett; died Narwed, Notting- 
hamshire 15 January 1999. 


Charles Davis 


ON 21 December 1966 Charles 
Davis, the best-known Catholic the- 
ologian in Britain and editor of The 
Clergy Review , announced that he 
was leaving the Roman Catholic 
Church in which he had ceased to 
believe. He was also about to 
marry an old friend, Florence Hen- 
derson, a member of the Grail, an 
international society of committed 
Catholic women. He had made the 
first decision before telling Flo- 
rence. It was as much a surprise to 
her as to everyone else. 

The news took both the Catholic 
Church and England by storm. 
Davis had given the Maurice Lec- 
tures at King’s College London a few 
months before, the first Catholic to 
do so. and they had just been pub- 
lished as God’s Grace in History 
(1966). He had also recently been ap- 
pointed Professor of Theology at the 
new Jesuit-run university college of 
Heythrop in Oxfordshire, after years 
of teaching at St Edmund's Semi- 
nary, Ware. How could this apparent 
volte-face be explained? 

Darts was born in 1923 in 
Swindon. He early resolved to be- 


come a priest and from the age of 
15 lived in one or another seminary; 
large institutional communities, 
easily fostering loneliness beneath 
an atmosphere of superficial ca- 
maraderie. He was ordained a 
priest in 1946 for Westminster arch- 
diocese and was allowed just two 
years of further theological study 
at the Gregorian University in 
Rome, before being appointed to 
teach theology at Ware, where he 
had himself studied, and then re- 
mained as Professor until the sum- 
mer of 1965. 

I remember visiting him there 
and being struck, not only by the 
clarity and conviction of tus thinking, 
but also by a noticeable cultural 
narrowness. Despite his quite ex- 
ceptional intelligence, he was 
never given the chance of serious 
university study or of tariffing any 
field apart from Catholic systemat- 
ic theology. 

But for many years he hardly felt 
the constraints. No xme seemed 
more moderate in his advocacy of 
new ideas, more absolutely loyal to 
the system. Even the intellectual up- 


Suddenly Davis 
felt the dreary 
clerical weight of 
the system, with 
its heavily 
authontarian 
dimensions, 
intolerable and 
pointless 


heaval that went with the Second 
Ifetican Council (1962-65), while it 
stimulated his thinking and gave 
him many opportunities to lecture 
in Britain and abroad, to the enor- 
mous benefit especially of lay 
groups, had not seemed to radicalise 
him unduly. 

Yet suddenly Davis felt the drea- 
ry dericriweigfo of tbe system, with 



its heavily authoritarian dimen- 
sions, simply intolerable and point- 
less. While he abandoned Roman 
Catholicism, he remained, be in- 
sisted, a Christian, though refusing 
to join any other church. 

After a brief visiting feflowship at 
Clare College, Cambridge, where he 
wrote A Question of Conscience 
(1967) to explain hte decision, he was 


offered a professorship at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta, Edmonton, to 
begin anew Department of Refi^ous 
StttJies. In 1970 he movedto the Uni- 
versity of Concordia, Montreal, 
where he chaired its Department of 
Religious Studies for 15 years. 
He was also President of the Cana- 
dian Society for the Study of Reli- 
gion. He retired and returned to 
Britain in 1991. 

The world he and his wife had 
chosen to inhabit seemed at first a 
“desert" through which to find a 
Christian way, unsupported by the 
ecclesiastical institution which had 
hitherto so completely controfted his 
life. They did it with characteristic 
earnestness, ever hospitable, intel- 
lectually open, yet devout. Charles 
himself baptised his children, initi- 
ating them into an informal “house 
church”, but without withdrawing 
from public worship. 

After a period of attending the An- 
glican cathedral in Montreal, they 
found themselves little by tittle grav- 
itating back towards the Catholic 
community, helped by many 
Catholic friends. Registering at one 


international conference he was ex- 
pected to name his church. “What 
should I say?” asked Davis ner- 
vously of Raimundo Panrrikar; next 
to him in the queue. “Roman 
Catholic, of course,” was the repfy 
and that is what he wrote. 

A series of books appeared over 
the years, notably his Cambridge 
Hulsean Lectures of 1978, Theolo- 
gy and Political Society and his 
final work, Region and die Mak- 
ing of Society (1994). Eva: since 
1966 he had been impressed, per- 
haps overimpressed, by the im- 
portance of sociology and the fact 
of “secularisation". How to free re- 
ligion in modernity from the de- 
strudive dichotomy between sacred 
and secular? 

While he never regretted the 


him persona! liberation and much 
happiness, Charles Davis was able 
in his final years to become a very 
regular communicant at Catholic eu- 
charists both, in Cambridge and in 
Edinburgh, where he died after 
struggling for eight years with 
Parkinson’s disease. 


It was encouraging that his 
daughter Claire should be studying 
for a PhD in Theology at Edin- 
burgh, but for himself ft was in 
writing poetry that he finally found 
toebestwayofsetf-expressioaTbe 
clarity, forthrightness and intense 
seriousness of earlier years mel- 
lowed into a gentle peacefulness, 
deeptymoving for old friends, at once 
vindication and transforma tion off the 
struggles of the 1960s. 

adman Hastings 

Charles Alfred Davis, theologian: 
bom Swindon, Wiltshire 12 Febru- 
ary 1923; ordained priest 1946; 
Professor qf Dogmatic Theology, St 
Edmund’s Seminary, Wire 1952-65; 
Professor qf Theology, Heythrop 
University College 1965-66; Pro- 
fessor of Religious Studies, Uni- 
versity qf Alberta, Edmonton 
1967-70; Professor of Religious 
Studies, Concordia University, 
Montreal, 1970-91; Principal, Lonr 
ergan College, 1987-92; married 
2967 Florence Henderson (one son, 
one daughter); died Edinburgh 28 
January 1999. 


0 r 


Rear-Admiral Otto Steiner 


OTTO STEINER, acronymicafly 
OHMS and whose Germanic given 
names - Ottokar Harold Mqjmir St 
John Steiner - led to many a refer- 
ence to the Navy List, was descend- 
ed from a Central European family 
rooted in the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire. 

Born in 1916, be altered the Royal 
Navy from St Paul’s School as a pub- 
lic school special entry cadet in 1935. 
He first west to sea in the light cruis- 
er Orion and then in the heavier 
town -class Southampton. Not con- 
tent with what the Fleet provided, he 
joined the newly formed Royal Naval 
Sailing Association in 1937 before 
being commissioned as a sub- 
lieutenant in March 1938. Within a 
year he was junior officer in the mod- 
ern destroyer Hex which, with her 
sisterlmogen, sankU42 in the West- 
ern Approaches on 13 October 1939. 

Three months later he moved to 
the older Haoeiock which played a 


notable part in the unfortunate Nor- 
wegian campaign of 1940. ft is said 
that her modest fire power was 
augmented by the mountain how- 
itzers of a French unit supporting 
two alpine battalions outside Narvik, 
mounted on her upper deck. 

Nevertheless, she was soon re- 
duced to extricating troops, first from 
Norway to Scotland and then from 
Lorient in France to Plymouth. 
Stoner received his first mention in 
despatches far his part in sinking the 
Italian submarine Fba d* Bruno off 
Gibraltar on 8 November 1940; 
his second was in 1941 for his work 
in saving the French destroyer 
LeTriamphant 

After a torpedo course at Ports- 
mouth he joined the elderly cruiser 
FYobisher'm the East Indies; he re- 
turned for another six months to 
Portsmouth, in Vernon, this time in 
the electrical department Until the 
electrical branch ofthe Navy was es- 


tablished later rathe wa^ torpedo of- 
ficers were responsible for the 
Navy’s use of the “subtie and him- 
ponderable fieri d" as a pensioner 
CPO once described electricity. 

Steiner finished the war as a 
lieutenant-Commander in the new 
cruiser Superb. The Admiralty, 
mindful of the Geddes axe after the 
First World Wan had granted 
wartime commissions to so-called 
RNVR officers (much to tile ftiry of 
many pre-war members), and this 
meant an easier demobilisation, with 
no bulge of officers whose services 
were literally no longer required. 

But competition between surviv- 
ing professionals was as keen as 
even Much depended on the pattern 
of an officer's appointments, and 
Steiner was well served by his ap- 
pointed. fie took the naval staff 
course in 1947 and then went to the 
staff of the C-in-C, Far East Fleet 
imffi he was promoted Commander 


in 1950. He then went as executive 
officer in the cruiser Ceylon, where 
his Captain was Roy Fbster-Brown, 
and then to Daedalus, the naval air 
station at Lee-on-SoIent 

These appointments were inter- 
spersed with the Joint Services 
Staff Course and attendance at the 
Nato Defence College, and culmi- 
nated in his promotion to Captain in 
1956 after only six years, which was 
good going He had one job In the 
Admiralty, rationalising the under- 
water research and development 
work In Osprey at Portland, before 
going to command the Battle class 
destroyer Saintes and the- third 
destroyer squadron, 1958-60. 

There followed two agreeable 
years as naval adviser to the British 
High Commission to Canada, where 
he presented the Sterner Cup, still 
contested between British and 
Canadian crews, and when he re- 
turned for tiie Senior Officers War 


Course in 1962. From Belgrave 
Square he wait to sea for his last 
command, the light Fleet carrier 
Centaur. This was enhanced by a 
swift and successful demonstration 
of seapower The army of the new 
republic in Tanganyika mutinied. 
Centaur raced to Aden to embark a 
Royal Marine Commando and a 
flight of helicopters and, ren- 
dezvousing with the destroyer 
Cambrian, quenched an incipient 
insurrection in Dar es Salaam. 

In 1965 Steiner was ADC to the 
Queen, the following year he was 
promoted to the flag list andhe was 
appointed CB to 1967. From 1966 
until he retired in 1968 he was an 
Assistant Chief of the Central De- 
fence Staff. He then turned in 30 
years of active and happy retirement 
Sailing had always been his great 
pleasure. He lost little time on 
leaving the Navy in promoting and 
organising the RNSA’s Whitbread 


Round the Wnid race, sponsored by 
the brewing firm. 

The first race was held in 1972-73, 
after Steiner had directed the 
arrangements for tbe four parts — 
one was longer than any event up 
to that time. He became Vice- 
Commodore of the Association in 
time for the first race, and stepped 
down as Commodore after the sec- 
ond in 1977. He was always in de- 
mand as skipper or spare crew; but 
never to the detriment of the Ship- 
wrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ 
Royal Benevolent Society which he 

eamarl or* C aa . 


A. B. Sains BURy 

Ottokar Harold Mqpnir St John 
Sterner , ; naval officer: bom 8 July 
1916; CB 1967; married 1940 Eodrn 
Young (died 1994 ; one son, one 
daughter, marriage dissolved 
1975), 1975 Eleanor Powell (one 

steadied 27 December i m to dema nd as a skipper 
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Jeanne-Marie 
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Ronumbc gesture - she was, 
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grand manner^. 
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mann and Saint-SaCns, who had died 
onty two years previously. 

In the event Saint-Safens - to whom 
Darre had played his own music, as she 
did theirs to Fhurg and Ravel - was to 
play a substantial role in her life. In 1926 


moth^ Her first ta^S'SE 
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preparatory dass at the Paris Conser- 
ratoire shewon a premier prix in 1917. 
She then went on to studywith the dqven 
c .^ piano-teachers, Isidore 

Phflipp, winnmgthepreTTMwpnrinhis 

daSS K1 1919 nrirf oilv-m^-iT ■ ., - _ ._ 
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with him privately. ^ 

Phflipp would assign his students 
exercises to remedy particular short- 
comings rather as a doctor prescribes 
medicine for given diseases, and in an 
interview with Charles Tnnbrell for his 
bookPYiench Pionasm: a historical per- 
r . spective (1992), Darre recalled how he 
J helped her compensate for her gm»Ti 
h ands; she would spend hours and 
hours on technique every day, well be- 
yond the two or three that Phflipp rec- 
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principal concern: 

Finger technique is what Long and Philipp 
were about Very dear articulation was 
obtained from exercises with high fingers 
that strike fart into the keys. Of course, it is 
very important to have a relaxed wrist 

Darr6 implemented this approach 
from a position that was unusually high 
above the keyboard. 

The American pianist Grant Johan- 
nesen, again in conversation with 
Charles Timbrell, declared that 
“Jeanne-Marie Darrd has been the best 
example of what the old French school 
was all about. She had a certain reserve 
about her playing and a wonderful pe- 
tite technique of fingers and wrists. But 
she was also drawn to the big literature, 
and was not arty and precious, as some 
French pianists have been.” 

Darre made her Paris d&ut at the 
age of 20, playing a generous pro- 
gramme of Galuppi, Couperin, 
rjBeethoven, Chopin, Liszt Henselt 
Moszkowski, Chabriex; her teacher 
Phflipp, and Schubert-lhusig- the kind 
of healthily eclectic mnt that today’s 
purists primly avoid She had begun her 
recording career even earlier, making 
a number of^ Vocation 78s in 1923, when 
she was only 18; the composers chosen 
were Bach, Webei; Mendelssohn, Schu- 


— ' ^ mimu cuujpLi n i llllCT It C yWIiat 

aged only 21, with the Lamoureux Or- 
chestra conducted by Paul Paray, she 
played afl five Saint-Safins concertos in 
a single evening, a feat she repeated on 
other occasions. But DarnS was fond of 
tackling head-on a composer's work in 
a particular genre: she would happDy 
progranmie all the Chopin Prffln des end 
Etudes in a single recital. 

Darre’s career was largely confined 
to France until, in February 1962, she 
made her US ddbut at Carnegie Hall in 
Newyqrk, with Charles Munch and the 

‘Her playing at all 
times manifests 
an interest in neat , 
finely grounded 
pianism; each 
nut and holt is 
squarely placed 9 



Boston Symphony Orchestra accompa- 
nying her in her beloved Sain frSaflng - 
this time only the Second Concerto. She 
made a considerable impact The New 
York Times critic Harold C. Schonberg, 
a judicious connoisseur of pianists, 
found her “an meriting formidable, elec- 
trical virtuoso, who can (to an ything at 
the keyboard and do it with aplomb. But 
ft is notafl technique. She has complete 
tonal control and a massive sonority.” 

Over the next 20 years she returned 
regularly to the US, before retiring from 
the concert stage in the earjy 1980s. She 
was an infrequent^ visitor to Britain, last 
appearing m 1974 at the Royal Festival 
Hhll at a gala concert in aid of the Ih- 
teraatiopalPianoIJaaynn smp ri s mgbt 
she played Saint-Sa&is - the Thccata, Op 
HI, which ^ was her pfoce der^sistemoe. 

The conductors she worked with 
form a roll-call of some of the most 
important names of the century: as 
well as the composers Gabriel Pierad. 
Vincent cPIncty (whose Symphonie 
aSverude she recorded on 78s) and 


Philippe Gaubert, there were Andrd 
Clqytens, Hemy^ Wfood, Gregor Bftdberg, 
George Szell, Eugene Ormandy, Ernest 
Ansermet and Constantin SDvestri. 

Darre was not a frequent visitor to 
the studio, although she made a num- 
ber of respected recordings which tes- 
tify to her prodigious ability In the late 
1960s, with Louis Fburestierand the Or- 
chestra National de la Radiodiffasion 
Frangaise, she recorded, of course, the 
five Saint-Safins concertos, as^ well as his 
Septet -a set which has recently been 
re-released on CD by EMI France. The 
American label Vanguard has just re- 
issued two recordings from around the 
same time: a disc of the Chopin Waltzes 
and another featuring the Liszt Sonata. 

That work was one of Dane’s spe- 
cialities, to his book 77ie Art of £he Piano 
(1990), David Dubai explained what 
was so special about her Liszt 


She thrives in objective scores, such as the . 7y rn . T _ 

Ravel G major Concerto, Weber’s Konzert- Jcanne-Mane Darre, pianist: bom 
k tfirk } nr niynfHip cOOCBfU, for GlVtilt, FYtlTlCC 30 Jtliy 1905} (tied r*OTt 

which she is famous. At her best, she is alert Marly, France 26 January 1999. 


Frederick Sommer 
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FREDERICK SOMMER was a pho- 
tographer who influenced generations 
with his distinctive, often surreal, 
images of collages, horizonless land- 
scapes, blurry nudes and cameraless 
abstractions. Often described as a gad- 
fly, an eccentric and a photographer’s 
photographer, Sommer worked in Ari- 
zona for more than 50 years befor e sur- 
rendering his relative obscurity in the 
last few years of his life, to photogra- 
phy collectors and museums. 

His low profile stemmed from 1950s 
attitudes to photography when many of 
the established photographers favoured 
a doc umentar y and aesthetically easy 
approach to photography and dismissed 
Sommer’s work as unphotogenic and 
unpleasant. His critics were particularly 
offended by a photograph he had taken 
in 1939 of an amputated leg and foot, as 

well as a series he took in the desert in 


the 1930s and 1940s of dead animals and 
other detritus- That series included 
chicken parts carefully arranged to 
form strange new shapes. 

Sommer photographed recreations of 
other artists’ work decades before the 
practice became an established routine 
in post-modernism. He would tear 
lithographs apart and then recombine 
tiie tats and pieces to farm new images; 
he constructed surrealist compositions 
out of dismantled dolls and, in the 
1960s, created abstract cameraless 
images out of candle smoke deposits 
or oil paint pressed between sheets 
of cellophane. 

Sommer was bom in Italy in 1905, and 
was an avid student of art and philoso- 
phy who early on displayed a gift for 
drawing, although he initially set out to 
be a landscape architect He grew up in 
Rio de Janeiro where his father had es- 


tablished a landscaf» architecture firm. 
Sommer later received a master’s de- 
gree in landscape architecture at Cor- 
nell University. 

In the early 1930s, he taught drawing 
and design in New Vbrk. Then, in 1935, 
he showed his wort; to the photographer 
and dealer Alfred Stieglitz, who en- 
couraged him to form a fresh view of 
photography in relation to art 

A later meeting with Edward West- 
on led him to replace smallpr camaras 
with a larger; 8-by-10-ineh view camera, 
with which he began to take pictures of 
what he found in and about Prescott, Ari- 
zona, where he then lived with his wife, 
Frances. At a pariymCafiforma in 1941, 

Sommer met the Surrealist Max Ernst 
and from then on the surreal became a 
defining component of his work. 

In the 1970s, when the market for fine- 
art photography was still in its infancy, 


Sommer joined the Light Gallery, one 
of only two galleries in New Vbrk devoted 
to photography at the time. In 1976, the 
Center for Creative Photography in 
Tucson acquired a major collection of 
his photographs. 

However; it was only in the last few 
years that critics, curators and collec- 
tors seem to have finally discovered 
Sommer and his work is now offered 
at auction. In 1992, the Nazraeli Press 
in Thcson, Arizona, published a book of 
his work, AH Children are Ambas- 
sadors, and two years later the Getty 
Museum acquired more than 100 of bis 
photographs and collages, and held an 
exhibition of his work. 

Edward Helmore 

Frederick Sommer, photographer 
bom 1905; married; died Prescott Ari- 
zona 23 January 1999. 
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o BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 

DEATHS 

JANES: artist Alfred George 
Anslee. peacefully after a short 

taL on Wednesday 3 Feonmry. 
Dearly loved hosbairf rfMary 
and father of Ross and Hfljy and 
of Alexander. Pri- 


vate funeral. Mem o rial service 
in London to be arranged. 

Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAtaSS & 
DEATHS (Births, Adoptions. 
Marriages, Deaths, Memorial 
services, Wfedding anniver- 
saries, In memonam) are 
rhar3ed at £A50 a line (VAT 



are charged at «o a une. 

VAT extra. 

The fTidependant’s nu^ 
switchboard number Is 0171- 

293 2000- 


Forthcoming 

Marriages 


MrN.iyce 

and Miss H. Nimmo Smith 
The engagement is 
between 

Nathaniel, elder son of Mr 

and Mrs Ian Tyce, of Maid- 
stone, Kent, and Harriet, 
daughter of Lord and Lady 
Nimmo Smith, of Edinburgh. 


BIRTHDAYS 

Mr Red Buttons, actor and 
comedian, 80; Lord Gibson, 


ROYAL 

ENGAGEMENTS 

The Prince of Wales opens 
the new Clarendon College. 
Nottingham; visits the Mace- 
don Dust's Albion Nightshel- 
ter, Nottingham; visits the 
Queen's Mecfical Centre, Not- 


fbrmer nhaimian, the 
National Dust, 83; Miss 
Susan Hill, nervefist and 
playwright, 57; The Hon 
Douglas Hogg QC MP, 54; 
Miss Melanie Johnson MP, 
44; Professor Adam Neville, 
former Principal and Vice- 
ChaneeHoi; Dundee Universi- 
ty, 76; Mr Niek Palmer MP, 
49; The Very Rev Colin 
Semper, former Canon of 
Westminster 61; Sir Rodney 
Sweetnam, former 
orthopaedic surgeon to the 
Queen, 72; Lord Williams 
of Mostyn QC, Parliamen- 
tary Under- Secretary, 
Constitution, 58. 


Farm, Wellow, Notting- 
hamshire. The Princess 
Royal, President, the 
Princess Royal Thistfor 
Carers, attends a Luncheon 
at Lloyds TSB Foundation 
for Scotland, Edinburgh; vis- 
its Edinburgh Academy, is 
admitted as an Honorary 
Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh; and attends a 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Sir Robert Peel 
statesman, 1788; “Patsy” 
Elias H. Hendren, cricketec 
1889. Deaths: Thomas Car- 
lyle, writer and historian, 

1881; Emeric Pressburger, 

film produce^ 1988. On 
this day: the Spanish cap- 
tured Minorca from the 
British, 1782; the Royal Air 
Force College was founded 
at CranweM, Lincolnshire, 
1920. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Adelaide of Bellich, 
St Agatha, St Avitus of 
Vienne, St Bertuiph or 
Bertoul of Renty, Saints 


dinner for Marie Curie Can- 
cer Care, Edinburgh Castle. 
The Duke of Kent, Patron, 
Stoke Mandeville Bums and 
Reconstructive Surgery 
Trust, attends a lunch and 
seminar at Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital Aylesbury 
Buckinghamshire; opens an 
extension to Chesha m 
High School Chesham, 


Indractus and Dominica and 
St Vbdalus or VoeL 


Synagogue 

services 

Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 4.42pm. 

United Synagogues: 0181-343 3989. 
FtedcraliOB of Synagogues 01S1-202 
2263. Union of Liberal and Progres- 
sive Synagogues: 0171-580 1663. 
Retevi SystpigiK$ of Great 
Britain: 0181-349 473L Spanish and 
PWfBglieM Jtrwt Cragr^gation: 
0171-289 3673. 


Bu ckinghamsh ire; and 
visits Blease Anaesthesia 
Systems, Chesham. 


CHANGING OF THE GUARD 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen's life Guard at 
Horse Gnards, llam. 
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SCIENTIFIC NOTES 


G.l. Brown 


An explosive element 
of modem civilisation 


Darrt played all five Samt-Saens concertos in one evening Dover 


and gjitterinfc pnSKPSKitiga nfliyryp 

that is characteristic of French pianism in 
general At her worst, sbe sounds curt, even 
heartless. Her playing at all times m a n ifests 
an interest in neat, finely grounded pianism; 
each nut and bolt is squarely placed. 

Her prime achievement on record is a fas- 
cinating portrayal of the Liszt Sonata, which 
sbe spins out to 33 minutes, 20 seconds. 
Darre has placed this complex puzzle under 
her microscope and dissected its every frag- 
menL She strips the massive work of its 
usual Fhustian rumblings nnri bombast, giv- 
ing us the quintessential French Liszt 
Sonata: slim, hneag and controlled from 
first note to last 

Jeanne-Marie Darre was not a 
prophet without honour in her own 
country In 1958 she was appointed 
professor of piano at the Paris Conser- 
vatoire. In 1966 she was made an OfGcier 
erf the Legion (Thonneurand, a year latei; 
a Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres. 

Martin Anderson 


EXPLOSIVES HAVE provided 
the world's most powerful 
source of portable energy 
for almost a millennium. 

The story of explosives 
begins with gunpowder, 
ranked by Thomas Carlyle, 
along with printing and the 
Protestant reU^on, as one of 
“the three great elements of 
modem civilisation". Be- 
cause it looks like soot, gun- 
powder is commonly blown 
as blackpowder; it consists of 
a mixture of potassium ni- 
trate, sulphur and charcoaL 

It was almost certainly in- 
vented in China in the middle 
of the ninth century' AD, and 
it was first used there in fire- 
works to frighten away evil 
spirits. It was probably intro- 
duced in to the Western world 
bv Roger Bacon about 1250 
AD, using an wipnatii* ana- 
gram to hide its composition. 
Although it was far from per- 
fect, it was the only explosive 
to be used for practical pur- 
poses for around 600 years. 

Thereafter; from around 
1870, it was replaced by the 
so-called high explosives or 
nitro-compounds. The first 
two were nitrocellulose or 
guncotton and dynamite, 
made from nitroglycerine, 
but they were followed, over 
the years, by blasting gelatine, 
gefigmte, Lytbfite.TN’i; RDX, 
PETN, HMX, and HNIW 

Important events in the 
history of explosions include 
the methods of testing gun- 
powder; which, surprisingly 
led to the invention of the 
steam pnginp; the earty de- 
velopment of cannons and 


hand guns; the downfall of the 
Byzantine empire, in 1453, 
when new-fangled gunpow- 
der proved to be more effec- 
tive than the old Greek fire; 
the advance of the Moguls 
into northern India in 1526; 
the overthrow of the Incas in 
Peru, the Aztecs in Mexico, 
the Red Indians in America, 
the Aborigines in Australia, 
and the Maoris in New 
Zealand; the collapse of the 
feudal system in Britain; the 
defeat of the Spanish Arma- 
da in 1588; the edict of lung 
Charles L in 1626, that u hjs 
loving subjects . . , shall keep 
and preserve all the urine of 
man" to provide potassium ni- 
trate; the rise and fall of the 
American Powder Dust; the 
American Civil War; the great 
British shell shortage at the 
start of the First World War, 
the dropping of the atomic 
bombs on Hiroshima and Na- 
gasaki to end the Second 
World War; the post-war de- 
velopment of the hydrogen 
bomb; and the use of Semtex 
by terrorists. 

The formidable Alfred 
Nobel born in Stockholm in 
1833, played a mqjor role in 
the 'story. He invented the 
patent detonator, dynamite, 
blasting gelatine, gelignite, 
and ballistite, and, on his 
death in 1896. he ruled a 
world-wide empire with 93 
factories, and his estate was 
valued at £2m. 

• Nobel's En glish contem- 
porary was Sir Frederick 
Abel, the Chief Chemist to the 
War Office, who devised a safe 
method of making guncotton 


and invented cordite. Guy 
Fbwkcs is an infamous mem- 
ber of the rolecall for his ac- 
tivities on 5 November 1605; 
Sir William Congreve fur his 
invention or early rockets at 
the start of the 19th century; 
the du Pont family, who fled 
from France to America, in 
1800, and established a gun- 
powder factory in Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, which has 
grown into today's vast in- 
ternational organisation. 

One, the Rev Alexander 
Fbrsyth, thanks to his enjoy- 
ment of shooting wildfowl in 
Scotland invented the per- 
cussion cap which revolu- 
tionised the firing of guns, in 
1805; Thomas Bickford, a 
Devonian leather merchant, 
invented safety fuse, which 
greatly reduced the risk in 
tiw setting off of explosives; the 
American, Charles E. Munroe. 
mode shaped charges; Chaim 
Wbizmann, saved the dey in 
1915, by inventing a method of 
making acetone from conkere, 
and eventually became the 
first President of the State of 
Israel; and the international 
team of scientists, led by 
Robert Oppenheimer and 
General Leslie Groves, 
brought the Manhattan Pro- 
ject, which developed aton- 
ic bombs, to fruition during 
the Second World Wan 

What they achieved, in 
a unique field of tech- 
nology has greatty affected 
aD our lives. 

GJ. Brown is the author of 
‘The Big Bang -a history qf 
explosives’ (Sutton, £19.99) 


Beer tie agreement 
ceased to be void 


WHERE. AS a result of a 
change of circumstances, a 
prohibition on a beer tie 
agreement imposed by Arti- 
cle 85(1) of the EC Treaty no 
longer applied as between 
the parties to the agreement, 
the agreement between 
them ceased to be void 
under Article 85(2). 

The Court of Appeal upheld 
the decision of Laddie J that a 
beer tie in a lease held by the 
plaintiff was enforceable. 

The plaintiff was tenant of a 
public bouse under a lease 
granted by the second defen- 
dant IPCL, which contained a 
tie requiring the lessee to pur- 
chase beer from IPCL and no 
other supplier 

On 29 July 1992 the reversion 

of the lease was transferred by 
IPCL to the first defendant 
Morland. The plaintiff's solici- 
tor wrote to Morland stating 
that the beer tie contained in the 
lease was void ob nutio as a re- 
sult of the provisions of Article 
85 of the EC Treaty, and that it 
remained so irrespective of the 
identity of the owner of the free- 
hold reversion, so that the tie 
was unenforceable by Morland. 

Article 85(1) provided that all 
agreements between under- 
takings, rieHsinns by associa- 
tions of undertakings, and 
concerted practices which 
might affect trade between 
member states and which had 
as their ot^ect or effect the pre- 
venttoi.restrktionordistotion 
of competition within the com- 
mon market “shall be prohib- 
ited" as incompatible with the 
common market Article 85(2) 
provided that agreements or 
derisions so prohibited “shall be 
automatically void”. 

The plaintiff commenced 
proceedings against the de- 


FRIDAY Law 
Report 

5 February 1999 

Passmore v Morland 
pic and others 
Cowrr of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Beldam, Lord 
Justice Potter and Lord 
Justice Chadwick) 

2 February 1999 

fondants claiming, inter alia, 
damages for breach of Article 
85(1) and restitution of sums al- 
leged to have been unlawfully 
charged by Morland. Morland 
issued a summons to strike out 
the plaintiff's claim on the 
ground that it disclosed no 
reasonable cause of action. 

The judge held that as and 
when the obligations created by 
the lease between IPCL and the 
plaintiff gave rise to effects 
prohibited by Article 85(1) they 
became a nullity m the sense 
that they were absolutely un- 
enforceable between the parties. 

The effect of the assignment 
between IPCL and Morland 
was to pass those obligations to 
the latter and since, in Mor- 
land’s bands, they were inof- 
fensive, they^ were enforceable. 
The plaintiff's claim was 
accordingly struck out The 
plaintiff appealed. 

Gerald Barling QC and Mark 
Brealey (Maitland Walker, Mine- 
head) for the plaintiff; Nicholas 
Green QC and Aidan Robertson 
(KimbeH & Co, Milton Keynes) for 
the defendants. 

Lord Justice Chadwick said 
that Article 85(1) of the EC 


Treaty only prohibited agree- 
ments and concerted prac- 
tices which had a particular 
offensive economic objective 
or effect 

Each agreement or dause in 
an agreement bad to be exam- 
ined in the factual context in 
which it was to be operated in 
order to decide whether it was 
within the prohibition. It fol- 
lowed that an agreanent winch 
was not within Article 85(U at 
the time when ft was entered 
Into might subsequently and as 
a result of a change in circum- 
stances, come within the pro- 
hibition. It must also follow 
that an agreement which was 
within the prohibition at the 
time when it was entered into 
might subsequently, and as a 
result of a change in circum- 
stances, fall outside the 
prohibition. 

Article 85(2) had to be con- 
strued in conjunction with Ar- 
ticle 85(1), in particular in the 
light of an appreciation that the 
prohibition in Article 85(1) was 
tempo raneous or transient 
rather than absolute, in the 
sense that it endured for a finite 
period of time rather than for 
aD lime. The nullity imposed by 
Article 85(2) was an exact re- 
flection of the prohibition 
imposed by Article 85(1); ac- 
cordingly; if the prohibition was 
temporaneous or transient, so 
was the nullity. 

In the present case, as a re- 
sult of the change in circum- 
stances when the reversion in 
the tenancy passed to Mor- 
land, the prohibition no longer 
applied as between the parties 
to the agreement, and the 
agreement between them ac- 
cordingly ceased to be void. 

Kate O’Hanlon 
B arrister 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-253 2012 
( 24 -hourauwering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


ARE JOHN Baxter’s eyes 
deftmet? His biography of 
Woody Allen opens with 
the Carlyle on the wrong 
avenue, and has Allen 
creeping “through back 
alleys, fire doors and cor- 
ridors from his apartment 
to the kitchen areas of the 
Carlyle" for his Monday- 
night gig. In fact, he has to 
cross Madison Avenue. 


WORDS 

CHRISTOPHER 
HAWTREE 
dissolve, v. 

The book continues in 
this sotu; ramshackle way, 
but has some interest, as in 
Allen’s describing his mar, 
riage to Louise Lasser as 


dissolved. She's furious. 
“ T>£ssoluecr? I Eke that At&- 
vorce is a cut-oft whereas 
‘dissoloed’ means it gradu- 
ally goes Into something 
different" Wrong - Allen 
has Chaucer and the Bron- 
tos, among others, on his 
side. Ms Lasser is perhaps 
thinking of the cinematic 
term: an apt one for Allen's 
lingering with past ioves. 
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It’s enough to make an atheist cry ‘Hallelujah!’ 


IN A theatrical show in which the 
performer asks the audience to 
clap and. shout, it usually takes 
several goes to get a response, 
and yells of “come on, we can do 
better than that”, while half the 
audience mutters “urn ber ahub", 
painfully embarrassed. But at 
the London City evangelical 
church service in Notting Hill, 
everyone leaps up, sings, daps 
and waves furiously from the 
start God, whether he exists or 
not is a master of audience 
paiticipation- 

The second song was dteariy a 
favourite, as everyone cheered 
after the opening ban the way a 
Barry ManQow audience would 
for “Mandy”. The words to this 
jolty, clappy sing-along came 19 
ou a screen: “The Lord reigns 
over us / He burns all his 
pnorrnpg/ And the hills melt like 
wax/ La La la la la.” 

If evangelists want to set the 
Bible to music, it might be more 
fitting as a series of heavy-metal 
songs. The riff from Black 
Sabbath’s “Paranoid", for 
instance, springs to mind as 
perfect backing for the line, 
“People say he’s vengeful 
because he has drowned the 
human race." 


After three songs came a 
session of topical prayers. A 
preacher; contorting and ■ 
Undulating With pmntinn , 
implored the congregation to 
pray to the Lord to help the 
people of Colombia as they suffer 
from that earthquake. The room 
became filled with whoops of 
“amen”, “oh yes”, and “we pray 
to you Lord”- Suddenly you 
couldn't help feeling humble. 
Whether or not you believe that 
these prayers would achieve 
anything, here were hundreds of 
people selflessty reaching inside 
themselves in the sincere hope 
that their pleading would be 
heard. Which has to have the 
edge on glancing at the news, 
saying “Oo, isn’t it dreadful” and 
turning over for the snooker 

Kosovo, too, got a lengthy 
mention. Then Bill Clinton - 
“Pray, oh pray, we pray to you, 
Jesus, to bring peace unto that 
country and their President as 
they face difficult times.” 
Strangely though - and a little 
unfairly, I thought- there was 
nothing for Monica. 

What happens to this section 
of the service, I wondered, in 
weeks when there isn’t much in 
the news? Does the preacher say. 


“We pray oh Lord Jesus, we pray 
for the Undersecretary of State 
for Agriculture, rumoured to be 
facing demotion in the 
forthcoming Cabinet reshuffle"? 
And with their inside sources, 
you'd think they'd have known in 
advance what was arming to 
Glenn Hoddle. 

Next came a solo from an 
excellent soul singe*; and then 
the announcement: “And now for 
this week’s offering.” I cant be 
the only person who's been at 
their first evangelical service, 
heard this nnnntTnrgm<»nt and 

thought, “Bloody hdl, they’re 
going to carve up a goat" 

It turns out to be the 
collection. But even this part of 
tire service reveals something of 
the Pentecostal church’s appeal. 
The money bag is handed around 
amidst a fiery philosophical 
sermon, dealing with the nature 
of giving and Abel’s self-centred 
offering to God. Whereas Churdi 
of England collections involve a 
bald vicar asking whether you 
could stump up a bit extra this 
week, as he had to call the 
plumber out to fix the boiler. 
during coffee morning. 

The whole show crackles with 
passion. Whereas God must look 


Mark Steel 



On 

location 


at the Church of England, its 
groaning suburban hymn s, turgid 
sermons and twee parish 
newsletters, ami think “is that it? 
I created the world and heaven 
and destroyed cities and burned 
my enemies, and you think you 
can impress with a jumble sale 
and a harvest bloody festival?” 
Preacher Colin Dye steams 
through a 50-minute sermon, 
using jokes and impressions, not 
feiHng to include in his 
performance a TV camera, which 
beams the service across 
Europe. He never stumbles, and 
he uses no notes and no autocue. 
If he were to change his subject 


matte; the BBC would surety 
sack Carol Vordennan and offer 

him any show he liked. 

Many are puzzled that so 
many people seem convinced by 
the apparently irrational 

arg nwwi tjg nf gg angpliral 

Christianity'. But the first part of 
Cohn's sermon confirmed Marx’s 
view, foatrefigfotfs appeal is as 
the “heart in a heartless world". 

Cohn spoke of Saint Peter 
h elping a beggar; adding that for 
Christians to win over the poor 
spiritually; they had to want to 
help them financially. True 
Christians always assist the poor 
and the sick, foisted Colin. What 

a contrast to around the corner 
where, within testifying distance 
of the church, lives a recently 
deposed Cabinet Minister, whose 
sermons argued that for New 
Labour to win over wealthy 
businessmen spiritually, they had 
to want to help them financially: 
Which led the minister to pour 
scorn and contempt upon the 
poor; even secrecy borrowing 
much gold to purchase a temple. 

So it could almost make an 
atheist believe... When to, the 
very temple from which he 
preached did smite him down 
and now rfs 19 for sale again. 


After the service there was 
coffee and biscuits for potential 
converts. My first question was: 
“Those prayers for Colombia, 
wouldn't they have been more 
useful last week? You know, 

before the earthquake 

happened?” The woman I was 
asking walked off. 

Then I spoke to Mari e-Anne 
who, with great zeal and charm, 
tried to convert me, plucking 
quotes from the Bible for every 
occasion. Sex outside marriage 
was sin, because God created 
Eve for Adam. And all the 
cfinosaur fossils and big bang 
theories in the universe wouldn't 
shift her from that 

It crossed my mind to try and 
argue that the laws of the Bible 
were products of their times, that 
rules forbidding pork, for 
example, weren’t there because 
of a holy squirroiness on behalf of 
pigs, but because it was unsafe at 
the tune to eat it It would be like 
starting a religion with the rules 
Of today, and in 2,000 years' time 
people still saying. "Verity thou 
shall not partake of English beef 
on the bone, for the cow’s moo is 
the moo of the devil...” 

Instea d, I asked Marie-Anne 
what would happen if she failed 


to convert me “Phoooo. she 
said, nodding her head and 
pulling a face like a car mechanic 
about to teU you the whole 
gearbox has to come out, "Then. 
I'm afraid it’s Hd!” 

“What, for ever?" I asked 

•Tm afraid so,” she said, 
sympathetically. Then she added, 
“You see. God might be lenient 
on souls who have never heard 
His word But you've been here 
now. so for you still not to believe 
means vou’ve rejected Him." 

•‘Blimey** I said “So now Tm 
in an even worse state than 
before." She giggled a bit and 
said “I’m afraid so" again. Then 
she prayed for me. 

But does Marie-Anne really 
believe it? I'm not sure. Because 
if you did believe that, you 
wouldn't inform someone they 
were going to burn in molten 
damnation for all eternity by 
gi gg ling and going Tm afraid 
so". But if she's right. I'm going 
to find Saint Peter 
bureaucratically carrying on with 
his paperwork and signalling 
the bouncers to take me away 
while I blubber. “Look, check 
your records. I onty went 
to do an article for the 
Independent newspaper. 
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My father, the revolutionary 



Iran’s revolution 20 years ago sparked hopes of 
democracy for many exiles. But their dreams 
of return were soon destroyed. By Darius Sanai 


T wentyyearsago,I 
was lying in bed at 
home in north 
London, pretend- 
ing to be ill in 
order to miss a 
mat hs test, when my father 
came bursting into the room. 
“The revolution - it’s happen- 
ing!” he exclaimed. can go 

back. Wb can go bad: to Iran!” 
He told me he had been 
offered a post in the govern- 
ment led by Shahpur Bakhtiar, 
a liberal politician appointed by 
the Shah to keep the Ayatollah 
Khomeini from taking oven Dr 
Bakhtiar wanted my father to 
be either a minister or an 
adviser on education, which 
was his passion. I told my 
schoolfriends that I would soon 
be leaving for Tehran. 

For the rest of that week, I 
came home every day from 
school and sat on my father’s 
sofa as we listened to BBC 
World Service reports from 
Tehran. There were massive 


demonstrations against Dr 
Bakhtiar’s government On his 
return from exile in F ran ce, the 
Ayatollah had been greeted by 
2 million people. Friends in 
Iran told of mobs shouting 
“Death to America", attacking 
anyone wearing Western 
clothes. The new government 
was virtually powerless. 

In the evenings, my father 
was constantly on the phone to 
Mends and relatives in Iran. By 
the end of the week, I kept hear- 
ing the same, doleful snatches 
of conversation. “So is it realty 
getting that bad? You think 
Bakhtiar’s going to go? You 
realty think he has no chance?” 

A couple of days after that, 
the Ayatollah announced his 
own government The following 
day, 20 years ago next Wednes- 
day Dr Bakhtiar resigned. I 
realised by the look on my 
father’s face that we were 
never going back to Iran. 

Almost every member of Dr 
Bakhtiar’s short-lived govern- 


ment and the establishment 
that supported it were hunted 
into exile Several have been as- 
sassinated. Some of those who 
fled have been attacked, or 
have lived their lives under 
permanent guard from police 
and private detectives. 

My father did not set foot 
ever again in the land he loved, 
and the memories I had of Iran 
when I was 10 are the same 
ones I cany with me now; 
faded and yellowing like a ser- 
ies of snapshots in an album. 

We moved to London when 
I was two, and we went to Iran 
an holiday every year before the 
revolution. I remember walking 
across central Tbhran with my 
father to get a haircut at a bar- 
ber’s shop where they served 
us blade tea and sweet biscuits. 
My father chatted with the bar- 
ber for an hour about the Shah 
and why he had to go before 
democracy could come to Iran. 

I remember the craggy, 
stubbly, intelligent face of 



Ghtdam-Hossein. He was my 
father’s servant in our house, 
and had been for 20 years. He 
and his family lived in three 
rooms on the ground floor; and 
thdr liviag-Foom was pfled high 
with Persian carpets smiling 
of mothballs and tea I used to 
play football in the courtyard 
every day with Gfaolam-Hos- 
sein's three beautiful teenage 
daughters, Sedigheh, Tahereh 
and Assam. When Khomeini 
took over, my father comforted 
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us with the fact that people like 
Gfadlam-Hossem might be run- 
ning the country. 

After the revolution, I would 
efimh up every evening to my 
father’s shifty at the top of the 
house and draw pictures at his 
desk while he sat with his head 
in his hands, listening to the 
World Service. Often, the Aya- 
tollah’s voice would boom out, 
urging tiie people on to greater 
sacrifice. TTiere would be news 
of the latest politicians who 
had been executed or exiled. 

At my parents’ dinner par- 
ties, the conversation, always in 
Farsi, revolved around the 
word engheUxab — revolution. 
Among my parents it wasn’t a 
dirty word, as it was in some 
Iranian expatriate households, 
but it was always said with a 
sense of wistfulness and 
incomprehension. 

There’s a Efcrsi expression, 
Eh vaah, which means roughly 
“Oh my God”. I didn't hear the 
details of many of the conver- 
sations, but numerous times I 
heard my parents and their 
friends mutter the name of a 
famil y acq uaintan ce, shake 
thdr heads and say. Eh Vaah, 

a gain anri fi ffain If I arinari, they 

said it meant this person was 
in trouble in Iran - murdered 
or disappeared. Our house was 
taken oven our car taken away. 

One spring day in lffll, I was 
on holiday with my father in 
Paris when he said we were 
■going to Montparnasse to have 
lunch with Dr Bakhtiar; fay then 
living in exile in constant fear 
for his life. My memories are of 
a quiet, kindly-looking man, 
picking at his steak firties in a 
cafe, looking as If there were 
oothn® left in foe world for him. 
As well he might a man who 


spent his life persecuted mid 
continually jailed fay the Shah, 
onty to find himself labelled a 
traitor by the Ayatollah and 
chased from his country. I 
remember my father berating 
him about education, his pet 
subject Dr Bakhtiar left us 
with a sad smile, preoccupied, 
it seemed. 

After six years of worrying, 
stress, depression and con- 
stant smoking, sitting in his 
study in north London and ag- 
onising over the latest news 
from Iran, my father had a 
stroke. He lay fix-months in the 
Royal Free hospital, unable to 
speak or write before suffering 


a cardiac arrest and dying in 
September 1985. 

Life as an exile never suited 
him. Unlike some Iranians, he 
hadn’t smuggled huge sums of 
money out of the country Until 
the day he died, I think he was 
depressed by the fact that his 
children would never have the 
ch a n ce to go back to Iran. IBs 
idea was for us to be educated 
here, and then to go and live 
thee “when democracy came". 
An Iranian nationalist, he could 
never understand why his son 
and daughters preferred listen- 
ing to The Clash to reading 
Hafez, one of the Persian tyrical 
poets. 







Hie Ayatollah Khomeini was greeted fay two millian people on Ills return to Iran from France 20 years ago today (above); for Mahmoud Sanai. 
pictured top left on the outskirts of Tehran with his daughters, it spelt foe end of his dream to return to the land of his birth Main photo: AP 


Darius Sanai (far right) and sisters Maryam and Levto 
on holiday in Iran in foe summer of 1975 


In 1991, an Iranian visitor 
bluffed his way past the secur- . 
ity guard at the entrance to Dr 
Bakhtiar’s apartment in Paris, . . 
and stabbed him to death. He . 
cut off Bakhtiar’s hand as a sou- 
venir and escaped. 

I still haven’t been back to 
Iran. Hungs have changed a lot 
since the eariy days of the rev- 
olution. I have cousins and 
friends who go back and forth : 
from Tehran all the time. Some j| 
of them have lived in London or t 
LA all their lives and tell me 
Tehran is now a much livelier 
place. The latest regime is rel- 
atively liberal, and they are 
keen for Western-educated 
hanians to come home. 

I would love to go home: to : - 
see the great mosques at 
Esfahan; foe ruins at Perse- 
polls; the mountain town of 
H a m adan where my father was 
born. In the Behesht-e-Zehr 
cemetery, in foe poor part of 
south Tehran, lie the bodies of . 
hundreds of thousands of. 
young banian men killed in the 
war with Iraq, many of them 
used as “human shields” on • 
Saddam Hussein's minefields. 
They all have namw like mine, 
looked like me, and were bom 
at around foe same time, ftrt i. 
of me cannot stop thinking that jl ■ 
my idea of Iran died with my ® 
father; that it is really a sort of 
fictional place from childhood, 4 
lite Narnia. 

The reality is somewhat 
harsher. If I were to go back, 1 
would be drafted into the Iran-; 
ton army u> do milftaiy serrice. 
LikemflliQflsQfthe people of my . . 
costly, the Iranian diaspora 
which is scattered across foe 
worid from Stockholm to LM 

shall remain an exile for quits • 
a while longer 
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SCIENCE 


Invasion of the killer bees? 


UPDATE 


Scienti sts fear that imported bees from 
^- ew Zealand carr y a virus which could 
kill the native insect. By Jeremy Cherfas 


A buzz of anxious anticipation 
has descended on the rare- 
fied world of British bee- 
tecping. The Government is 
expected to rule within the 
next few weeks on whether 
to auow the import of several thousand 
worker bees from New Zealand Some bee- 
keepers believe the immigrants will re- 
vitalise British hives, but scientists are 
warning that they could introduce native 


.** honeybees to a deadly new Higpaco 
'•* The bees of New Zealand a 



. J are noted for 

their docile nature - a definite phis for bee- 
keepers - but almost all of them are in- 
fected with Kashmir bee virus (KBV). 
Although it causes few problems down 
under, experts in insect virology suspect 
that the virus could be lethal to British bees 
if it should ever gain a foothold here. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Fbod (Maff) now has to decide whether 
to give Geoffrey Munro, of Park Bee- 
keeping Supplies, permission to import the 
bees into the UK 

Before 1992, there were two or three 
other bee viruses in Britain which s eemed 
to have no effect on the hives that were in- 
fected with them. Then came varroa, a tiny 
mite that feeds on bees and bee larvae in 
their honeycomb cells. The mites probably 
arrived as a result of beekeepers trading 
queens Qh’dtiy. Hie first few were found in 
the South-west, but since then they have 
travelled inexorably across the country and 
can now be found ev eryw h e r e in England 
and Wales. 

Varroa clings to adult bees and hitches 
rides from colony to colony but in its nor- 
mal host, the eastern (or Asian) hive bee, 
5 the mite is harmless - beekeepers find it 
but there aren't many mites and the keep- 
ers certainly don’t worry about them. 
However when varroa jumps across to 
honeybees, it devastates hives. 

Tb begin with, beekeepers thought it was 
the mite itself that damaged the develop- 
ing bees. But the latest research by scient- 
ists at the Institute for Arable Crops 
Research in Rothamsted has shown that 
varroa is just a trigger for something far 
more sinister. Varroa alone has. “no sig- 
□ificanteffec^si^ Dr Nfmpan panjgfc., 
of Rothamsted Rdoes iiotaffect father^he. 
maturation of. larvae into workers or the'" 
life span of those workers. But Varroa can 
activate viruses that normally lie dormant 
in the bees' and, once awoken, a virus can 
multiply, kill the entire hive and spread to 
other colonies. 

There are still plenty of unknowns in the 
story. Not all bees tarry viruses. Disease 
persists as an invisible infection In only a 
few individuals. “Something in the mite's 
saliva goes into the bee and interferes with 
its immune system, which allows the virus 
A to multiply." Carreck explains. Active virus 
is then spread by varroa, often towardsthe 


end of the summer when there are many 
worker bees but not many larvae, so each 
bee has many mites biting it. As a result, 
hives foil to survive till spring, which is 
when the bees are most valuable to 
pollinate crops. This is why New Zealand 
enters the story. 

New Zealand's autumn, when the hives 
are at their biggest and can easily be split 
is our spring, when beekeepers, especially 
those who have lost hives to varroa- 
triggered disease, need new queens to 
establish new colonies. Thus there is a pow- 
erful economic incentive to import bees 
from New Zealand - exactly what Geoffrey 
Monro wants to da Mr Munro acknowl- 
edges that New Zealand bees have KBV 
But he insists that “it can't even be called 
a problem. It has no symptoms, no loss of 
bees, no real effect”. 

That is not the view of Dr Brenda Rail, 
senior scientist at Rothamsted KBV “is the 
most virulent virus of bees known”, she 
says. “Only about 100 particles of virus are 
required for infection and its rapid replic- 
ation rate leads to death within three days." 

Mr Munro points out that New Zealand 
maintains healthy colonies that show no 
signs of disease caused by KBV but the 
essential difference is that New Zealand 
also lacks varroa. 

“Before the arrival of varroa," Dr Ball 
says, two of the three bee viruses in 
Britain “had never been found to be re- 
sponsible for bee mortality in nature”. The 
danger is not that KBV will cause disease 
an its own, but that varroa wffl activate KBV 
and spread it through British hives. In the 
United States, where bees have varroa and 
KBV scientists recently reported the first 
case of KBV killing a colony - which was 
also infested by varroa. 

Maff has asked interested parties to 
comment on Mr Munro’s application to im- 
port packages of New Zealand bees. Dr Ball 
has told Maff bluntly that “it would be un- 
desirable to risk” the introduction of KBV 
Mr Munro says KBV will “cause no prac- 
tical or scientific problem at all." The min- 
istry has also asked for a risk assessment 
from its National Bee Unit in York, despite 
having been told by a more extensive study 
in 198%£toat the import- . 
atiop of. . . bees fromNew "Zealand poses 
a real risk of also importing KBV”. 

Mr Munro r frhns that a UK ban on. im- 
ports of bees from New Zealand would fall 
foul of the Wbrld Trade Organisation. But 
within the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (Gati) there isan agreement that 
allows a country to restrict trade to safe- 
guard human, animal or plant health, al- . 
though not to protect domestic agriculture 
from imports. Ironically it is just such re- 
strictions on trade that have enabled New 
.Zealand to build up its healthy honeybee 
industry, no live bees have been allowed 
into New Zealand for the past 40 years. 



THE STARDUST mission :o b: 
back samples afcanwktsy du 
Earth is due to blast off inrriu 
from the Kennedy Space!'; ^ 
Center in Florida Scientists : 
the material collected frun. C 
Wild-2's tail will tell then: 
about the elements that e\:>’ 
the birth of the Solar System 
five billion years ago. Other- 
scientists. notably Chandra 
Wiekramasinghe of Carddf 
University, hope the mission : 
also bring back evidence o: 
extraterrestial life He. .ison-:; 
Sir Fred Hoyle, one of the 
British cosmologists. nrope-e 
nearly 20 years ago that mu'M 
from outer space may hau* 
“seeded" the Eiirth -i !i; 
years ago to provide the 
evolution. They were r.d.cuh . 
but now scientists are treat!’., 
ideas more seriously. h.:v;r t 
observed organic molecule.. 
eometary material 
Meanwhile. Profi-vur 
Wiekramasinghe i*. cullabura: 
with scientists from the India: 
Space Research On;un:.--a:»ir. 
a series of balloons into die 
stratosphere Liter this year :v 
up samples of air that ceuid o 
evidence of cometary micros*'. 
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A STUDY d last year’s World Cup 
has identified the part of the pitch 
where football matches arc won and 
lost Scientists have found that is 
tlie “D" zone on the edge of the 
penalty area. “It's the critical area 
of the pitch for exploitation of any 
creative action, and tile spring; w.ird 
for true penetration of the defensive 
line" Tom Reilly of the Research 
Institute for Sport and Exercise 
Sciences at Liverpool University, 
told New Scientist. The study 
analvsed 24 matches and found that 
successful teams made much 
greater use of the zone just outside 
their opponent's penalty area. 
Successful teams made on average 
25 passes from the zone, compared 
with just 15 passes by losing sides. 


Honey trap: New Zealand bees carry a virus which could IdQ off healthy British hives Planet Earth Pictures 


The UK needs to import New Zealand 
bees to replace colonies that have died, but 
Dr Ball reckons that is not a good enough 
reason to run the risk of introducing a 
disease new to Britain. She points out mat 
when it firet arrived, varroa did MU many 
colonies, but as beekeepers learned to 
mitigate its effects and control the infec- 
tion, losses declined. Today, it is manage- 
able. A few beekeepers, however seem to 
regard stocks as expendable. They would 
prefer to buy in replacements rather than 


improve their husbandry, even though 
those imports threaten beekeepers who 
take (rare to look after their hives. 

Adrian Waring, general secretary of the 
British Bee-Keepers Association, says 
that the vast bulk of British beekeepers 
want nothing to do with New Zealand 
queens. He has no great confidence in 
Maffs ability to protect British bees, but 
whether Maff or beekeepers are more to 
blame is anybody’s guess. When varroa 
turned up in April 1992, the ministry cre- 


ated a Statutory Infected Area, supposed 
to restrict the movement of infected bees. 
Though they told the beekeepers, they 
couldn't tell the bees, and each year the 
area has had to be enlarged By 1997, it cov- 
ered the whole ‘of England and Wales. 

Maff now has a chance to prevent the 
entry of KBV, but Waring is not optimistic. 

“Ten thousand of my members versus 
a single request from an individual,” he 
says. “You’d have thought by now that we 
would have learnt a bit of a lesson." 


A THINNING ozone layer could have 
greater impact on agriculture than 
anticipated from conventional views 
on the mutation rates of plants 
caused by ultraviolet radiation. As 
plants rely on sunshine they are 
exposed to high levels of UV light 
but they have an internal sunscreen 
to limit the damage it might cause 
to DNA. Virginia Walbot of Stanfoid 
University in California reports in 
Nature that exposure of maize 
plants to UV light not only damages 
DNA but activates dormant parts of 
the genetic material which increase 
the rate of mutation. She warns that 
a thinning ozone layer, and 
corresponding increase in UV could 
unleash a sustained increase in 
mutation rate of important crops. 

Steve Connor 
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STARS AND PLANETS: FEBRUARY 


f 


FOR THE last 20 years, we have 
encouraged our readers to pose 
their friends an astronomical trick 
question: “What’s the outermost 
planet of the Solar System?" The 
answer has been Neptune. But 
don't try that one any more. From 
next Thursday (11 February), the 
answer will in fact be the obvious 
one - Pluto. 

Pluto takes 248 years to go once 
around the Sun, and for 228 years 
of that time it certainly lies farther 
away than Neptune. But Pluto’s 
oval orbit brings it closer to the Sun 
than Neptune for 20 years in every 
revolution — and that s been the 
case since 1979. 

This month, Pluto moves back 
beyond Neptune, to regain its title 
as most distant planet. There’s no 
danger of a collision, though, 
because Neptune lies in a different 
part of its orbit. Indeed, because 
Neptune goes around its orbit 
exactly three times for every two 
orbits of Pluto, the two planets are 
a safe distance apart every time 
that Pluto crosses Neptune s path. 
That’s just as well, because Pluto is 
so small that even a near miss 
would be disastrous, with ©ant 
Neptune's gravity flinging Pluto out 
of the Solar S&rstem altogether. 

Pluto is, so fen the only planet 
that hasn't been scrutinised by a 
space probe Nasa has " 

Pluto Express mission, designed to 
study Pluto and its big moon 
Charon at dose quarters. It s a bit 
of a race against time fcoug^As 
Pluto moves away from the sun, it 
is cooling down. Its thin 
atmosphere is starting to .freeze on 
to its frosty surface. And if Pluto 
has “ice volcanoes" - similar to 
those that the Voyager 2 spacecraft 
discovered on Neptune s big moon 
Triton - these will turn off as the 
Sun's heat diminishes. 

According to Alan Stem, of the 
wJSSSk Research Institute in 


FEBRUARY STARS 


The sky as It 
will appear in 
mid-February 
1998 


Magnitude scale:! 



permanently lose its title as most 
distant planet 
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LOOKING NORTH E 


8 February 
11 February 
16 February 
23 February 

1 1 .59 am 

6.40 am 
"2.43 am 

moon at last quarter 

Pluto becomes outermost planet 

new moon; annular eclipse of the sun. Australia 

moon at first quarter 


BouJdeg.Colorado, the Pluto 
im pr ess mission will cany on to 
explore some of the dozens of 
smaller “ice dwarf" worlds that 
astronomers have recently 
discovered beyond Pluto. 

The discovery has opened a 
debate on whether Pluto is really a 
“planet” at alL It is far smaller than 
any other planet and some 
astronomers say it should be 


demoted to being merely the 
largest of the Ice dwarfs. 

But Stern turns this argument 
on its head. He believes that the ice 
dwarfs are only the smaller 
denizens of a region that must 
contain much larger worlds - more 
planets of our Solar System, 
perhaps even the same size as the 
Earth. If and when these frozen 
earths are discovered, Pluto will 


WHAT’S UR Venus is becoming 
more and more prominent in the 
west after sunset as a brilliant 
“Evening Star", though it doesn't 
appear on the chart because it sets 
before 22.00. To its upper left is the 
second-brightest planet Jupiter; 
which is now slipping down into the 
sunset glow. 

There will be a spectacular sight 
on the evening of 25 February, as 
these two planets graze past one 
another. They will be little more 
than a one-tenth of a degree apart 
- about a quarter of the Moon’s 
width. With binoculars or a small 
telescope, you’ll see both planets in 
the same field of view Jupiter with 
its family of four prominent moons. 

At the end of the month, Jupiter 
lies near Mercury, to the lower 
right of Venus in the evening 
twilight glow. Throughout 
February. Saturn lies to the left of 
JupiLer; with Mars rising in the east 
around midnig ht. 

The lack of a full moon on the 
sky chart is no mistake. January 
had two full moons, the second of 
which was on 31 January and the 
next is due on 2 March. 

New moon falls on 16 February: 
as seen from a narrow band across 
Australia, it appears right in front 
of the Sun. The resulting eclipse, 
however; is not total Because we 
are currently near the Earth's 
closest point to the Sun, the Sun 
appears larger than the Moon, and 
the ring of toe sun’s surface will be 
visible all around the Moon's 
silhouette. This is an annular 
eclipse, named after toe Latin 
“annulus” for “ring”. 

A partial eclipse will be risible 
from South Africa, the Indian 
Ocean and the whole of Australasia. 

Heather Couper 
AND NIGEL HENBEST 





40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 


lL 


TALK to HEW YORK 


Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
Talk to New York* Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 


How to Play 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for 
the Avenue and Street No.s for 
one of today's two locations, 
identify it on the map opposite 
and you could be a winner. 


When to listen to Talk Radio 

For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday: 


8.20am The Big Boys' Breakfast 
with David Banks & Nick Ferrari 


10.20pm Dave Barrett 
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4M St. : 

A. The Waldorf Astoria Hold 

B. The Chrysler Building 


How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1039am across the UK 
and in the following areas: 

1107 am: Boston (Lines), Gatwiqk, 
Liverpool. Lydd (Kent), 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071am: Newcastle, Nottingham 
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Previous schemes may have failed, but this time nothing is going to stop Bath re-emerging as a spa town. By Nonie Niesewand 
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B ath Council is twafemg 
good progress with its 
plans to convert the 
fburth-biggest tourist 
attraction in Britain 
back into a spa town, 
but not one that Jane Austen would 
have recognised. 

Two years ago, Bath Council, 
eager to rejuvenate the parched spa 
and stop the town from turning 
into a museum set-piece, applied to 
the Millennium Commission for 
lottery money to restore and convert 
four lis ted buildings, fnHndfag - Tnhn 
D Woods's hot baths, built in 1775, 
and the Grade I listed Cross Baths, 
and construct a contemporary spa. 

“In 20 years there have been five 
schemes to revive Bath as a spa 
town. All foiled, because they were 


‘If the worst 
happens , we can 
always put it 
together again, this 
time without an 
asbestos roof 7 


too respectful of the classical 
ouildings. You can't run a health 
jydro in an out-of-date budding,” 
says councillor Paul Simons. 

Uiey got SL8m to replace a'fcrenr 
ies neoclassical stone-dad derelict 
pool building with a gtass-and-steel 
cube-within-a-cube by Nicholas 
G rims haw. Hie Millennium Com- 
mission also threw in hal f a million 
pounds for scientific research for 
jydro-geologists after Bath Council 
□ersuaded them that quarrying in 
:he Mendips and tiie need for 
xxehoies meant that the water-table 
needed protection. But their applic- 
ation for art in a public space was 
turned down, so the Royal Society 
of Arts stepped in with £6^00 to get 
the Vietnamese artist \fcng Phao- 
phanit to explore artistic collab- 
oration with architecture. 

Vang Phaophanit filled the Tate 
with rice when he scooped the 
Tforoer Prize four years ago. Now he 
plans to irrigate the historic streets 
if Bath with water Jets of water on 
foe hour; every houn in summer wQi 
*ise from Bath Street, which links 
he Roman baths to the spa waters; 
n winter; jets of steam wfll create an 
jerie mist How this project is ikely 
:o affect the traffic is unclear; 


although the council would ideally 
like to dose the street to cars. 

Mr Simons does not see this as 
controversial. “When you look at the 
things [Phaophanit] ’s done with 
light in particular; and applied to 
water and transparency you dis- 
cover interestin g conceptual ideas 
that will Knit the m 3 ™ thoro ughfar e 
of Bath from the Roman baths 
towards the new spa project” 

Phaophanit's last public-art 
installati on, a 14m-long wall of 
crimson glas s built at the Thames 
Barrier; was shattered by vandals 
and had to be dismantled just a 
month after completion. 

“!■ was painedtiy that experience.” 
Vong says, choosing his words 
carefully. “The engineers, the 
bunders, all worked so hard; it was 
an intense experience. But it taught 
me that artists cannot solve racial 
or economic problems in a deprived 
region. Their artistic input should be 
accompanied by other; much larger 
programmes." 

Bath wiB not be Phaophanit’s first 
water sculpture, hi 1986 he filled a 
galley in Aix-en-Provence (which is, 
coincidentally twinned with Bath) 
with hundreds of little plastic 
freezerhagsofwatec all at different 
depths, to catch the natural light 
from the windows and the artificial 
light in the dimme d core. The 
sparkling, iridescent installatio n , 
coloured like a rainbow in prisms of 
li ght, was highly acclaimed. 

“European cities all have great 
fountains. This is a very good 
opportunity” says Mr Simons. 

For Nick Grimshaw, Bath repre- 
sents, in one stone-dad mellowed 
yellow classical package, the 
challenge of his career 

Grimshaw likes to give his 
monumental buildings transparent 
membranes. Look at the elegant, 

sm nniis lffiitorlnn Te rminal snaking 

through south London like a train. 
Or the Financial Times bufldmgin 
which the printing-presses can be 
seem When he designed the British 
pavilion at the 1992 Expo in Seville, 
the fcqade was a wall erf water by the 
sculptor William Pye, an idea he 
wanted to transplant to Bath to 
heat the building with thermal 
springs. So the proposed entrance 
to his hydro will be glass set behind 
stone columns, and his Turkish 
steam baths, four glass cubicles 
shrouded in mist, are pierced with 
light through holes in a stone 
cladding, in toe manner of an Arabic 
latticed screen. 

Rather bd<Hy and some say over- 
confidently, Bath Council have 
demolished the Bean Street baths, 



Demolition work at Bean Street baths where Bath Cornual wants to build Nicholas Grimshaw’s glass and steel cube-wittrin-a-cobe to create a contemporary spa, 
below left Below right, an artist’s impression ofWngPhaopbanit’s water installation for Bath Street, where jets ofwater and steam wifi transform the streetscape 


designed fay AJ Taylor in 1925-27, to 
dear the site for the budding. Nor- 
mally you don't pull down anything 
until permission to granted for what 
is to replace it but the deadline for 
\ifflmTmim Commission projects 
to openis 31 December 2001, and the 
Council had to get archaeological 
work under way on site. So they 
pulled down a respectful little stone 


budding, nothing much architect- 
urally and not listed, but none the 
less on a World Heritage She, for 
which no application for planning 
permission had been made. “If the 
worst happens we can always put it 
together again, this time without an 
asbestos roof” says Peter Carey 
fim Donald lhsall the conservation 
architects with Grimshaws. 


Grimshaw had to alter the 
scheme after consultation with 
English Heritage, which raised 
questions of scale and proportion, 
and with the Royal Fine Arts 
Commission, which reminded the 
architects of Bath’s “Roman 
resonance”. But the fundamental 
concept of the glass cube within a 
stone-dad cube remains. 


Bath Spa is a microcosm of the 
flawed practice of matched funding 
for MiTlwinhim projects - lottery 
funding put into place by the 
Millennium Commission. First the 
project was estimated to cost £L3m 
but it escalated to n6Bm. So they 
were given lottery tending of £6.8m 
and £3m from the Dutch operators 
of the spa, and the Council con- : 



tributed £3m, including the cost erf 
the land, and raised £600,000 from 
s elling off five-year membership of 
the spa, and other stunts. But they 
still need another £lm. Fhst 

The Dutch operator; not unnatur- 
ally has taken a keen interest in how 
his commercial project wifl work So 
has the client, Bath Council. Nick 
Grimshaw has downsized floor-to- 

cpfling heights, even as he managed 

to withstand the request forSeven- 
ties-style saunas to be installed. He 
has lowered the roof line and dug 
down below ground in two major re- 
designs. Etn£ogbimself hemmed in 
byEngfish Heritages comments, the 
Dutch investor's commercial needs, 
the blue-plaque brigade and various 
archaeologists, Grimshaw has 
responded fluently and with fluidity 
in retaining the original concept It 
still looks flke the handsome budding 
that he first presented. 

As the archaeologists on the 
demolition rite went below Roman 
levels, they found proof that the rite 
had been inhabited since 5000BC. 
They also found eariy medieval lay- 
ers, and some bath structures <rf the 
18th century. And at the back of the 
19th-century John Woods Hot Bath, 
they even found a hot-water tank 
buitt on a Roman hypocaust system. 


I’ll wear my art on my sleeve 

You may never be rich enough to buy a masterpiece, but aesthetically inspired accessories offer affordable artistic souvenirs. By Rosemary Hill 
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HEAVEN KNOWS what 
Madame Moitessier would 
say. Ingres’ heavy-lidded beau- 
ty who looks out so impassive- 
ly from the cover of the 
National Gallexy catalogue, 
might raise an eyebrow if 
she knew that she was 
also available in the 
exhibition shop as a 
cut-out paper doll, to 
be “undressed down 
to the underwear". 

' The marketing of 
' masterpieces gets 
ever more far-fetched. 
But for those in search 
of a more subtle tribute 
to tiie style of the Sec- 
ond Empire, Janet 
Fitch’s jewellery shops 
are offering a range of 
modem designs “in the 
spirit or Ingres. 

They indude garnet and 
amethyst rings, strings of 
trailing beads and a 
dramatic jet tiara. Some of the 
pieces in copper wfrewuik 
'■ give a nod towards the 
details of 19th-century 
costume. There are 
bracelets like cuffs and 
a lacy, beaded choker 
that evokes the ruff on 
the chemise worn by 
i Marie Marcoz, the 



’Madame Moitessier* 
scandalous divorcee who once 
sat for Ingres in Borne. 

None of the Fitch pieces ac- 
tually looks much like the jew- 
els in the paintings. They are in 
the same spirit chiefly in being 
striking statements of the wear- 
er's personality. Ingres took 
great care with his sitters’ 
dress and accesso r ies. He used 
them eloquently to express the 
unmentionable-but-obvious 
themes of so many of the por- 
traits; money and sea. “Bring 
... your bracelets and the tong 
pearl necklace," he told Marie- 
Clotflde-Ines Moitessier as he 


was planning her picture. In the 
end he painted her twice, and 
the preparatory drawings show 
him tiyiHgo nt 

ious pieces, moving them from 
one portrait to the other. 

Most ofwhat he painted was 
not only valuable, but also fash- 
ionable. He rejected one of 
Mine Moitesrier’s broodies on 
the grounds that it was out of 
date. EEs sitters were not, for 
the most part, wearing their 
family jewels, simply because 
they were not in a position to. 
Instead, the smart set of the 
Second Empire were among 
the earliest patrons of costume 
jewellery in the modem sense, 
pieces valued for their design 
as much as -or more than- the 
intrinsic cost of the materials. 

Theirs was the age of stylis- 
tic revivals. Among the traffi- 
tiooalcabodhon-cnt stones and 
ropes of pearls, items designed 
in the Renaissance and Byzan- 
tine styles were starting to 
appear The Princess Broglie, 
for example, wore an “eariy 
Christian" pendant made fry the 
most innovative contemporary 
jeweBec Ebrtunato CasteflanL 
Its deliberate irregularity 
bespeaks a somewhat daring 
taste for the primitive. 

Perhaps not many of Janet 


Fitch’s customers can hope to 
achieve tiie “seductive disorder 
of shimmering fabrics and jew- 
els erf a thousand colours” that 
Ingres' contemporaries ad- 
mired in his weak. But the por- 
traits offer an ideal, made real 
in paint The souvenirs promise 
a little bit of that to take away. 

It is the paradox of mer- 
chandising that while people 
come to see art because it is 
rare and valuable, theywant to 
go home with something easy 
and affordable. Hence the ter- 
rible bathos of the average 
British exhibition shop. The 
Victoria and Albert museum - 
winch as the National Museum 
of design should know better- 
shows a relentless determina- 
tion to piaster everyone from 
William Morris to Aubrey 
Beardsley on to a coffee mug. 

By comparison, tiie Nation- 
al Gallery has served Ingres 
and the public well There is a 
silk scarf based on Mme 
Leblanc’s Indian shawl and an- 
other like tiie Lyons silk of 
Mme Moitessier’s dress. But 
then there are the cut-out doBs 
-it is hard to believe that any- 
one who appreciates Ingres 
wont wince at these poorly 
drawn figures. Janet Fitch’s 
jeweflery may not have much to 


do with the pictures (firectig but 
it offers the best kind of sou- 
venir; an original in its own way. 

Janet Fitch: 0171-28? 2789. The 
National GaBery Shop: 0171 - 
7472870 
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No cachet in a Gachet 

Van Gogh’s artistic output in the last few months of his life was huge. Impossibly so, say some scholars. Are some 
of them fakes painted by his doctor? An exhibition in Paris has reopened the controversy. By John Lichfield 

I n the last 70 days of his life, 

Vincent Van Gogh pro- 
duced 70 paintings. There 
are several theories about 
this final star-burst of cre- 
ativity, which generated 
mauy of the canvases fi >pwhirfi be 

is best remembered (The Church 
at Aimers; The Cornfield). 

Was it an explosion of nervous 


frum hos pital , WlfH Pin gfho nrrftv ^m- 

putatkm of his ear? Whs it a frantic 

and tragic attempt tn paint n^wnirh 
as he could before he lost the strug- 
gle with depression, which led to his 
botched suicide and slow in 
July 1890? 

In the past two years, several art 
journalists and scholars have re- 
vived another explanation for Van 
Gogh’s extraordinary production 
during the final 10 weeks of his life 
in Auvers-sur-Oise, north-west of 
Paris: he didn’t paint them alL Sev- 
eral of the Anvers paintings, they 
suggest, are fakes, painted, most 
probabty ty Drlfcul Gacbet, his doc- 
tor; sometime friend and the sultfect 
of two of the Anvers canvases. 

The claims and counter-claims 
about the authenticity of at least four 
of the Works finelwriing png of the 
Gachet portraits! have already led 
to two cottri cases in France and a 
series of mutoaQy insulting articles 
by some of the best-known names 
in Parisian art criticism. 

An ezhfiritiOD which opened at the 
Grand Palais in the c a p ital this 
week riafrns to prove, scientifical- 
ly, that an of the Anvers works are 
genuine and seeks to lay the con- 
troversy to rest But there is small 
hope of that The show has simply 
i gnited another series of blasts and 
counterblasts. 

Supporters of the “Gachet fake" 
theory a cc u se the Fren ch rnnse mns 
service of mounting a self-serving 
exhibition, intended to whitewa sh 
(as it woe) the doubts surrounding 
several Van Gogh canvases owned 
by tiie French state (as weQ as a 
couple of Cdzannnes). The experts 
m the museums service dismiss the 
critics as amateurs, who refuse to 
allow scientific proof to disturb 
their pet theories, which they have 
erected from false intuitions and cir- 
cumstantial evidence. 

In other words, the show has be- 
come Exhibit Ain a legal and art-po- 
litical argument, as well as an 
exhibition. No matter. It is a fasci- 
nating show as well as a fas cinating 
argument and a fascinating story. 

Dr Gachet was a railway doctor; 
a setededared specialist in nervous 
problems, but also an amateur 
artist, who befriended several of 
the painters of the day (Cezanne, 
Pissarro, Monet, Renoir). It was Pis- 
sarro who recommended to Van 
Gogh’s brother Theo, that the trou- 
bled Vincent should be sent to live 
near Dr Gachet in Anvers after he 



Fhke accompli? Tlie undisputed 'Portrait of Dr Gachet’ by Van Gogfa 


...and the second unsigned and nnauthenticated version 


emerged from hospital m May 1890. 

The painter and the art-struck 
doctor got on well at first but Van 
Gogh beg^n to have his doubts, writ- 
ing to his brother that Gachet was 
“sicker than me. When the blind 
lead the blind, don’t they both fall in 
the ditch?'’. This letter; and Gachets 
unusual behaviour after Van Gogb 
shot himself —he failed to remove 
the bullet and, in effect left him to 
die — have led some historians to 
blame the eccentric doctor far the 
artist’s death. 

Gachet assembled a large col- 
lection of works by his painter 
friends, including seven Vhn Goghs, 
three Cdzannes, a Monet a Renoir 
and several Pissarros. They were 
eventually donated to the French 
state by his son between 1949 and 
1954. Almost all now belong to the 
Mus6e (TOrsay and almost all are 
in the Grand Palais exhibition. 
Alongside them hang other works 
by Van Gogh and Cezanne and 


many original paintings and srif-de- 

dared copies carried out by both Dr 

Gflphpf and his son, under the pseu- 
donyms Paul and Louis Van RysseL 
But which are the Van Ryssels 
and which are the Van Goghs? The 
show has been pot together by the 
chief curator at the Mus6e d'Orsay 
Anne Distet, and Louis \fan TVborgh 
of the Van Gogb Foundation In 
Amsterdam. By hang in g the Van 
Goghs and the Van Ryssels (Ga- 
chets) side by side, the curators 
hope to prove the first part of their 
argument The disputed pictures - 
especially the “second" portrait of 
Dr Gachet - may be below the 
quality of the artist’s best work bait 
are infinitely superior to anything 
attempted by the doctor or his son. 

furthermore, the curators say 
both the Van Goghs and the known 
Gachet paintings have been sub- 
jected to 12 months of the most 
minute and rigorous chemical and 
X-ray analysis. These investiga- 


tions reveal that the amateur, and 
amateurish, Gachets always drew 
the outlines of their subjects and 
filled in the colours latez; like a child 
painting by numbers. The disputed 
Van Goghs and Cezannes were not 
painted in this way. The} - were 
painted directly on to the canvas. 

“The X-rays showed no signs of 
touching up. It showed a strong, firm 
line in Van Gogh's manner and a 
background filled in with large 
brushstrokes, crossing ova* one 
another as inmost of his paintings," 
reported Danfele Giraudy bead of 
the c on t emp oraiyartsla b&a t or yat 
the FYendi museums directorate. 

ConviriqBg proof?. Not in. the 
least, sayflfe^doubters. “Tie Star 
canvas of the exhibition [the portrait 
of Dr Gachet] is a cuckoo's egg,” 
said Benoit Landais, the French art 
critic and Van Gogh specialist He 
points to the letters sent by Van 
Gogh to his brotherinJune and Juty 
1890, which gave detailed accounts 


of all his work in Anvers but made 
no mention of a second portrait of 
the doctor M fjmHais says that the 
painting is manifestly a fake, prob- 
ably copied from a photograph of 
the original. 

Another French critic, Jean- 
Marie Tasset, says the exhibition 
shoots itself in the foot By hanging 
two unimpeachable Van Goghs - 
The Church at Auvers and a self-, 
portrait - dose to the disputed 
painting , they have exposed the 
“second” Gachet portrait as “a life- 
less, clumsy souflffis composition”. 
On the contrary says Mr Van 
Tfiborgh of the Amsterdam Van 
Gogh Foundation, the portrait is a 
“moving work”, well beyond the ca- 
parity erf either of the Gachets... 

And so the argument goes on. 
And on. - - 

Along the way the research by 
the French museums’ laboratories 
has proved something which has 
long been suspected. Van Gogh 


used cheap materials in his Auvers 
period and some of the colours in 
his later canvases have faded or 
changed, especially those based 
on red. In that sense, all these 
later Van Goghs are “fakes”: in the 
sense that they are not what the 
paintpr intended. 

The foxgloves grasped in Dr 
Gachefs hand in the “first**, undts- 
•putedjKHtrart have altered colour 
from mauve to blue. Curiously 
exactly the same change has 
occurred in the second, disputed 
painting. If Dr Gachet faked this 
painting did he use the same cheap 
paints as Vrn Gogh? This seems un- 
likely because in an the accepted 
Gachets, he is known to haw used 
higher-quality materials. Is the 
“cuckoo's egg" a discoloured Vm 
Gogh after all? 

A Friend of COzorme and Wm 
Gogh, Doctor Gachet 1828-1909, at 
the Grand Palais luitil 26 April 


Deleted 

poets 

society 

READING ' 

OXFORD POETS 
FREUD 
OXFORD 


AT A cafe-bar in a reconditioned 
church, a motley crew met to 
protest an act of vandalism across 
the road, where stands a 
publishing house unconvincingly 
disguised as an Oxford college. 

The principal conspirators 
gathered behind a barricade of 
Czech beer bottles in the gloom of 
the apse, and tobk turns to say 
their piece to a spotlit microphone 
where the altar used to be. 

The rabble-rousers? Two dozen 
distinguished poets. The enemy? 
The Oxford University Press. And 
the cause? A management 
decision, taken in November last 
year; to junk the OUP’s entire 
modern poetry EsL The publisher 
of the world's most weighty 
dictionary says that it can no 
longer bear the annual cost of 
bringing out some eight or nine 
slim volumes of verse. 

The outcast poets, and their 
many friends, begged to disagree. 
Fleur Adcock set the tone with a 
specially written piece of doggerel 
“This is your publisher speaking". 
It began: “We’re coming in with 
the bulldozers...” A petition was 
passed around as Jon Stallworthy 
- founder-editor of the Oxford 
Poets list - sermonised about the 
great betrayal. The assembly 
si gne d an oath condemning “an 
act of desecration against the 
humanity and literary traditions of 
Oxford University". 

They applauded a procession of 
laureates-in-waiting - the piratical 
Charles Tomlinson, the 
Bismarddan James Fenton, the 
ever-startled Craig Raine, and 
even Tom Paulin, the heart-throb 
of late-night television. “Reds, 
addicts, all delinquents!" So went 
Basil Bunting’s poem about poets, 
read by Sean O’Brien. More verse 
unfurled, some erf it very fine. 
David Harsent offered a fragment 
called “Marriage” from his latest 
work, and also re3d a translation 
of the Bosnian poet Goran Simic. 
who e-mailed his solidarity from 
Toronto. But this was, first and 
foremost, a domestic evening, and 
its politics were narrowly focused. 

Fittingly, the greatest round of 
applause went to an unpublished 
poet called Alan Howarth. He is 
now Minister for the Arts, but that 
didn't stop him from taking sides. 
He put the boot firmly Into OUP's 
groin: “The custodians of the 
English language are abandoning 
those that help to shape it” The 
heavy hitters are coming out for 
the poets. WflJ OUP back down? 

William Green 


The importance of being truly evil 


FACED WITH a double bill of 
ghostly chillers called Dark- 
ness FaUs, Fm the sort of per- 
son who anticipates an evening 
that would be better entitled 
“Boredom Descends". Fm 
haunted enough already thank 
you very much. So Jonathan 
Holloway's piquant pairing of 
two creepy one-acters at the 
Palace Theatre, Watford, came 
as a very pleasant surprise. 
i Proceedings kick off with 
tf?) WW Jacobs’ classic 1902 short 
story The Monkey’s Paw, up- 
dated to the 1940s among those 

bereaved by the Second World 
War After the interval is The 
Dark, an original play by Hol- 
loway with a contemporary set- 
ting, though it shares a remote 
Northumbrian locale with the 
Jacobs, and a preoccupation 
with the rash deals we make 
with the supernatural 


THEATRE 

DARKNESS FALLS 
PALACE THEATRE 
WATFORD 

At the start of the former; you 
find yourself irresistibly 
reminded of the spoof murder 
mystery in StopparcTs The Real 
Inspector Hound. The howfing 
wind, the heavy emphasis on the 
lonely inaccessibility of this 
working-class cottage, the 
deathless dialogue (“He fought 
his way across Burma, I think 
he can manage to get to us," 
declares Father thefr tardy 
ex-soldier guest), and the seem- 
ingly brainless wife bustling 
about her domestic chores - all 
these seem to have roughly 
the same relation to real terror 
as “Acorn Antiques" does to 
“The Spofls of Boynton". 


But it’s a calculated gamble 
on the part of director Giles 
Croft that p^ys off faandsoznety 
mating the subsequent 
stealthy escalation into 
authentic horror all the more 
powerful. From plucky cipher; 
Stay Aitchison’s wife, suddenly 
deepens info a desperately dis- 
traught mother and the play, 
with its eponymous charm 
twisting like a snake in the 
hands of those who seek to 
profit by it, becomes a sinister 
study in the treacherous am- 
biguity of our deepest wishes. 
Those final Wows on the door 
resonate in the nerves for a 
long time afterwards. 

A dramatisation of The Monr 
key's How is bring announced 
on the radio at the start of The 
Doric, a droll touch (hat has the 
effect of underlining the inferi- 
ority of the latter as ghostly 





Stay Aitchison and Fhifip Bretherton in Darkness Falls’ 


drama. Part of the trouble is 
that, whereas the shockingness 
of the Jacobs is properly drama- 
tised and mounts till the 
last-second twist The Dark 
theorises about its themes and 
raiders than diffuse. It is set on 


New Yfear’s Eve at the annual 
party where Simian Black 
(Philip Bretherton}, a sflkenty 
pervy ex-Cambridge don, 
entertains favoured former 
pupils. Short of swanning 
around in a sandwich board that 


declares: “Hi, IfoMepfflstoph^ 
les, fty me!”, it is hard to see bow 
either piny or performance 
could signal the fanction of this 
character louder or earlier 
The cat-and-mouse conver- 
sation a£ this sticky do craddes 
with hflleftil inv entiveness - air - 
ing ideas like that rfaFfcust who 

is prepared to commit suicide 
rather than allow (he devil to get 
his cloven mitts on a girlfriend. 
Arid if these fancies aren't sat- 
isfyingty subsumed into a stray 
with drive, they certainty thick- 
en the atmosphere of donnish 
diabolic depravity A compelling 
evening that is also a puzzle. 
flan this be the gamp. J onathan 
Holloway who once staged a 
version of Macbeth that cut out 
all mention of the witches? 

PAUL TAYLOR 

lb 20 Feb, 01923 225671 


Empty posturing, not provocative drama 


IF THEY could mass-produce 
their work. Farced Entertain- 
ment could probably sell their 
_ shows abroad as instruments of 
(*10110116. This Sheffield-based 
v *' company has become expert in 
subjecting audiences to care- 
fully engineered acts of tedium, 
which it passes off as provoc- 
ative experiments. “All year 
we’ve been working on the no- 
tion of an absent show" they ex- 
plain in the programme to Dirty 
Work. “A performance that 
never realty tabes place." in the 
process, they have succeeded in 
reinventing the wheel and then 
removing its spokes. 

Dirfy Work takes the con- 


ventional form of a story-telling 
session, but there is no narra- 
tive thread A fantastical play is 
described, consisting of a long 
list of incongruous scenes: dis- 
asters, suicides, wars, circus 
stunts, romances - the writer; 
Tim Etchells, has put a lyrical 
girdle round the earth. Seated 
on a makeshift proscenium 
stage, amandtofan Arthur} and 
a woman (Cathy Naden), talk at 
us in an earnest monotone 
while behind them another 
woman (Claire Marshall) oper- 
ates the sound, a loop of melan- 
choly piano music Some of tiie 
lines are infrig rrin g $ nnig mfld- 
ty amusing, but the portentous 


THEATRE 

DIRTY WORK 

ICA 


PLAYBOY 

YOUNG VIC STUDIO 

THIRTEENTH NIGHT 

SOUTHWARK PLAYHOUSE 
LONDON 

taie, repetitive structure and vi- 
sual austerity make every detail 
blur into the same grinding 
whole. That, presumably; is 
parity the point (all the world's 
redudbietoa soundbite), but if s 
as banal as it is insupportable. 


Desperate Optimists' Play- 
boy, a two-hander boasting the 
added musings of video-taped 
members of the public, bears 
certain similarities to Dirty 
Work in its impassive refusal to 
go easy on the audience. A skit- 
tish, g un sling in g reflection on 
the controversial impact of JM 
Synge’s The Playboy of the 
Western World, at one point it, 
too, describes a performance (a 
sflent one: the Abbey Theatre's 
attempt to prevent the stage 
being mobbed). Here, though, 
the decision to present every- 
thing at one reroore is relatively 
unforced, conveying the de- 
tachment of the original, and 


obliquely suggesting our ambi- 
valence towards violence. 

For those seeking more co- 
gent provocation, there’s Thir- 
teenth Sight, which, as its 
author Howard Brenton put it 
“plays ducks and drakes with 
the plot of Macbeth". Pre- 
miered by the RSC in 1981, it 
was delivered as the dramat- 
isation of “an internal row” 
within the Labour Party. 
Knocked unconscious during a 
scuffle with Fascists, the ruth- 
less idealist Jack Beatty's 
dream of a truly Marxist gov- 
ernment of Great Britain soon 
turns tyrannical Sarah Woo- 
lly's well-executed revival re- 


minds you how witty Brenton 
can be. Beatty’s plight crys- 
tallises a current anguish: 

t<annmt»Ti t with rampnrum- 

ised socialism and cynicism 
about there ever being a “new 
social justice”. Ilfs a dirty busi- 
ness, party politics, but some- 
body’s got to write about it; 
thank goodness Brenton did. 
Dominic Cavendish 

Dirty Work’ ICA, London SWl 
(0171-9303647) to Sat; ‘Playboy’ 
YomgVtcStudio.LandoriSBl 
(0173-928 6363} to Sat; 

“Thirteenth Nigh? Southwark 
Playhouse, UmdonSBl (0273- 
6203434) 


TG1F - and while we're on the subject, thank God it's now 
officially OK to start the weekend tying on die sofa instead 
of lining up outside a dub. So you turn on, you nine in, you 

snuggle up and get stuck In to the Chard on ray and you're 

hungry. 

Enter NYTO - NJew York Take Out, the American take out 
experience from Crosse & Blackwell: honest, 
no-nonsense, delicious New York-style noodle 
takeaways in their own (we've seen-ft-fo-the-movies) 
carton. And the real treat is. you don't have to venture any 
further than your freezer - frozen food just got funky! 
Microwave for 10 minutes and. - ’ding! - Come Out' 
Number 73, Your Time Is Up. Forget the washing- 
up - you can eat your chosen New York. Take Out - 
Chkkan Qww Meiin, Beef and Black Bean, Hoc and four Chick- 
en or Sweet and Sour Pork Noodles - strai g ht from the box. 

After a Friday night on the sofa, we are offering K) readers 


arm and wrist pads, valued at £200 each. 30 lucky runners 
up will win a pair of 'Rookie Sax’- cheating chopsticks - plus 
a voucher for 75p off your New York Take Out. All you have, 
to do Is to dial the number below, answer the following 

a uestion on the line and leave your name, full address, 
aytlme telephone number and your, shoe - size. 


Q: New York Take Out is brought to 
you by which famous food name? 

CALL 0906 470 0931 

Cab cost 60p par mhute ' and jBhourfd last no longer than two 
mrutss. Wrmere wB be pictod at random after Enas dose at 
midright on the 14 Fefcvuary 799a Remerabw to bave vmrtfne 
sfza Thera are no substitute prizes or cash altamativeSr?torr»! 
Independent tides apply The EdtaradedstorHefr^ M 












l 


w 

h, 

SI 

G 

si 

si 

St 

W 

tii 

sc 

vii 


be 

wl 

sp 

it 

sa 

ed 


arts 

Cok 

Swa 


FRU 

(7.3< 


AIN 

A (5. 
A vl 
UNC 
Unde 
Park 
Unde 


Dimt 

Myn 


BUG 
v Si 
Shar 


SOU 

(Mat 

ba a 

t0flSi 


12 


THE FRIDAY REVIEW 
The 5 IVbmatv 1WP 



MUSIC 


The ri 




Lauryn Hill is stealing hip hop back from the menace of gangsta. How? By steeping herself in the 
history of black female divas. It’s not just about rap; it’s a battle for the soul. By Barney Hoskyns 


L auryn Hill has a big mouth, and 
it sits in the middle of her tiny 
face as though God, in a moment 
of more- than -divine inspiration, 
had stuck the fabulous Ups of 
Millie Jackson on the petite fea- 
tures of a young Diana Ross. 
Which is apposite, realty, because when Hill 
opens the mouth to rap or sing, the tough alto 
voice that issues forth is a lot closer to the husky 
come- on of Jackson -or the imploring warmth 
of Gladys Knight - than it is to the sugary purr 
of the former Supreme. In addition, there’s a stri- 
dent feistiness to Hill’s tone that suggests she 
mayjust be the Angela Davis of hip hop - a sweet 
black angel in a Chevy Suburban. 

A lot of words have poured out of Hfll’s mouth 
in the past six months, both in song and on the 
printed page. 'Hie 23-year-old mother of two from 
South Orange, New Jersey, has a lot to say and 
ain’t afraid to say it “Eyery man want to ad like 
he’s exempt/ When him need to get down on his 
knees and repent "she admonishes on the star- 
tling "Lost Ones”, first song proper on TheAfise- 
duaxtiemef Lauryn HilL “Music is supposed to 
inspire/ How come we ain't getting no higher?” 
she demands to know on “Superstar”. Even on 
the delectable “Doo Wop (That Things”, HU1 fin- 
ger-wags the warning “that was the sin that did 
Jezebel in/ Who you gon’ tell when the reper- 
cussions spin?" Easy, sister! 

Amid the mass prostration that's greeted 
Hill's runaway megahit of an album -TheMise- 
ducation sold more copies in America in its first 
week than any previous album by a female artist 
and is up for no less than eight Grammy 
awards -some dissenters have accused the girl 
of being preachy. Hhl would probably say there 
was a need for preachiness in late-Nmeties 
America: not the preachiness of the Baptist 
matrons whoVe been trying to gag hip hop for 
10 years, but the rhetoric of artists whoVe had 
enough of the callous cynidan and dehuman- 
ising materialism of black pop-culture in the 
post-soul era. Hill, in a nutshell, is trying to lead 
hip hop and R&B back to the soul music she de- 
voured after stumbling as a little girl on a dusty 
stash of 45s in her mother’s basement 
“Black music right now is like this whole Star 
Wars battle,” Tuestlove of Pbilty hip hop band 
The Roots told Rolling Stone. “There are very 
few people on the side of art who are goirf up 
against the Death Stan D'Angelo is Luke Sky- 
walker. Prince, Stevie, James, Marvin and 
George are our Yodaand Obi-Wan Kenobi. And, 
most definitely, Lauryn is Princess Leia." 

Nor is ft just about “soul" muse. On The Mise- 
ducation, HSU rustles up soul, gospel, jazz - 
above all, the righteous riddims of roots reggae. 
If there's an unseen presence behind the 
album, it’s that of Robert Nesta Mariey, whose 
hallowed Tuff Gong studio was the music's 
seedbed and whose son Rohan is the father of 
Hill’s babies. From the rippling snare rolls and 
I-Threes choruses of “When It Hurts So Bad" 
to the “Concrete Jungle" homage that is “For- 
give Thera Father”, TheMiseducationls rooted 
in Marley's militant spirituality. 

Mariey of course, was just as central to 27ie 



Doing It for herselfe whether or not the rest of The Fugees liked it 


LFI 


Score , the brilliant and hugely successful 1996 
album by The Rzgees, the hip hop trio in which 
Hm first made her musical mark. Aside from its 
heavenly version of “No Woman, No Cry", The 
Score was strewn with reggae references and 
shot through with a loose Caribbean-feel that 
sharply distinguished it from its hardcore-by- 
numbers predecessor Blunted By Reality. The 
Score, too, was where the world hear d Hffl soar- 
ing way through Roberta Flack’s “Kilfing Me 

Softly With His Song”, a rap-soul hybrid that lit 
up America and blew the cobwebs from a stag- 
nant, gangsta-dominated scene. 

H21 has hinted that her fellow Fhgees were 
imhappy about her recording solo- dtepite hav- 
ing refeased solo albums of their own. (On “Lost 
Ones”, a bradngty vengeful song widely pre- 
sumed to be about Higees mamman, \fyclef 
Jean, Hill sneers that “my emancipation don't 
fit your equation".) if true, it says a lot about the 
barriers that solo female hip hop artists are up 
against - and that BOH with The Miseducatton, 


has kno cked so emphatically to the ground. 

Hill’s rde in The Rigees was radical enough: 
in hip hop’s rigidly male milieu, no woman had 
ever shared equal billing with men in a group. 
The Peter: Paul and Mazy of the Keepin’ It Real 
school, The Ehgees pushed Hill ’s femaleness to 
the foreground, not just in terms of her stun- 
ning looks but in terms of a sensibility which had 
long struggled to be heard in hip hop. Although 
fairer- sex MCs such as MC Lyte and Yo Yo had 
fought for their meagre slice of the turf ever since 
14-year-old Roxanne Shante let loose with 
1985’s “Roxanne’s Revenge", hip hop’s female 
successes - Salt-N-Pepa, Queen Latifah - were, 
by 1996, laughably outnumbered by a million - 
and-one interchangeable male acts. No wonder 
most young black females plumped for R&B. 

What makes I7ie JWtseducoium such a sem- 
inal event is that it transcends the whole issue 
of whether women can cut it with male rappers: 
Hill has picked up where The Score left off and 
made an album whose aim is simply to shake 


black America awake. In a climate dominated 
by sulky vixens (Monica, Brandy) and vicious 
baBbusters (151 Kim, Fogy Brown), Hill rises up 
like Delacroix’s Liberty, a tmyimneess-turned- 
eartb-mama who wants to lead her brothers and 
sisters into the next millennium. “There’s a bat- 
tle for the souls of black folk, and just folks in 
general/* she told RoBmgStame last month. “The 
music has a lot to do with that” 

At the risk of hubris, BUI is presenting her- 
self as a kind of alternative diva - what the writer 
Sheri Parks has termed a “lion mother of the 
American soul". Mbreovei; she is fultyaware of 
the women who went before bee She knows 

ahont wnpr pSR Rmffrh and mnMar rVi Ma 

Rainey. She’s heard the gospel mothers, the 
MahaKa J ark»wigfl T ^^IK»Marrtns -thft pi erC- 
ing sorrow of“ITIsed Tb Love Him" comes direct 
and unfiltered from the church. A sometime 
CWtambia University m^jor who calls her album 
“my thesis/ Wdtwihten topity Broken down into 
pieces”. Hill can tell you about Nina Simone 
s ingin g “ Mw tging j pj it C UvVfemi , , | and about A retha 
singing “Young, Gifted, and Black”. She’s 
watched Janet Jackson take “Control” and 
Eryfcah Badu exhume Biffie Holiday 

But H31 has also seen Latifah, the “Queen of 

Rqyai Badness", throw hip hop on the back 
burner and take up residence on the TV sitcom 
Living Single. She’s semi MC Lyte take five 
years to score a gold record; seen Yo Tib, for ail 
h er dissmg of Ice Cube on “It’s A Man’s World”, 
fade from the scene. She’s seen Me’Shdl 
NdegeceJto ignored byWadcrafio because her 
music eludes its straitjacket ca tego ries 

If The Miseducatum is about any thing, it’s 
the need fin* female soul powerin an evermore 
desensitised male music-culture. As Hill told 
Spin lastyean *1 was thinking that hty hop arid 
R&B, as we now know them, aren’t as personal 
and intimate as the music I want to make - a 
lot of it is very braggadodous and cooL" The joy 
aiTheMiseducation lies both in its musicafity 
and in its wfflmgness to explore subjects ignored 
by the gunfire junkies of male hip hop. (“Every 
Ghetto, Every City”, with its vivid sketches of 
Hill’s New Jersey childhood, is a hip hop “I 
Wish".) H21 says she wanted to “write songs that 
tyrically move me and have the integrity of reg- 
gae and the knock of hip hop and the instru- 
mentation of classic soul”, and to give those 
songs “a sound that's raw”. She’s succeeded. 

In the heightened, menacing atmosphere in 
which hip hop music is made these days. Hill 
has taken a new road. She’s become the “Every 
Woman” that flhaka Khan - another vocal in- 
fluence, one suspects -sang aboutin 1978. The 
crudal missing link between Eil Kim and mith 

Fair, she’a a marie a m an ifes to of an album that’s 

already made millions of women - black, white, 
red, yellow -* sit up and pay attention. It could 
just turn out to be the black Jagged Lvtiie PSL 

“Rock Hard like granite or steel,” Hill raps 
on “Final Hour". “People feel Lauryn Hill from 
New-Ark to Israel/ And tins is real... "Ain't noth- 
ing but the truth, though shedosaysohersetf. 


Lauryn Hfl I plays the Brixton Academy , 
London, tonight (0171-771 2000) 
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“A truly wondrous record” - time out 
“The future of Rock t n* Roll” - evening standard 
“Fantastic^ a funky electro masterpiece” - company 
“One of the reasons why this country still 
leads the world In musical creativity” - the mirror 
“Superb” - front 
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Fanfare to free form 


The late Sixties proved to be a zenith of British jazz. 


Richard Williams celebrates its dynamic scene 


BRITISH JAZZ has bad its ups 
and downs, but it was surety 
never more consistently and 
joyfully elevated than at the 
veiyend of the Sixties, when the 
likes of Mike Westbrook, John 
Surman, Graham Collier and 
Keith Tippett were making 
their reputations with a music 
which embraced elements of 
the avant-garde and the main- 
stream, while chucking in less 
obvious dements. 

Created in a hectic, unre- 
flective rush, their muse found 
an attractive balance between 
exuberant vigour and intellec- 
tual substance. Nights at Ron- 
nie Scott's Old Place and the 100 
Club were sweaty, intense, 
often ecstatic, and usually 
fbought-provoking. This wasn't 
the first British jazz to display 
genuine originality as maty dis- 
covered with the recent reap- 
pearance of Joe Harriott’s two 
long-lost albums. But whereas 
the Harriott quintet was 
unique, representing virtually 
nothing but itself, the work of 
Westbrook and Surman was at 
the centre of an entire scene. 

Surman, born in 1944, was 
still a schoolboy when he met 
^festbrook while playing in Ply- 
mouth Arts Centre’s Jazz 
Wjrkshop. He was an. authentic 
prodigy who played the baritone 
saxophone with a rampaging 
garrulousness that made every 

solo a thing Of high dr ama 

Westbrook, 10 years older; 
was already offering a per sonal 
addition to the palette of jazz. 
He could adapt the tonal range 
of Duke Ellington and the col- 
lective heterophony of Charles 
Mingus without needing to 



Mike Westbrook 


appropriate the cultural bag- 
gage of those Afncanr^merican 
bandleaders; most important of 
afl, what he picked up from 
them was an understanding of 
how to link the roles of com- 
poser and bandleader; in the 
manner special to jazz. - 

Celebration and Release, 
recorded in 1967 and 1968 
respectively, both consist of 
album-long suites and show 
how fast tbemisk: was moving. 
The former - co-composed by 
Surman - is full of broad, gen- 
erous melodies, with solos to 
match, the 12-piece line-up 
given a swaggering swing by 
Alan Jackson's drums and 
Harry Miller's bass. The Min- 
gus-like locomotion of the sec- 
tion titled “Parade”, featuring 
a dual improvisation by Surman 
and the alto saxophonist Mike 
Osborne, still sounds spectao- 
ulai; as do the prowling Elling- 
tonian woodwinds of the 
atmospheric “Image". 

Free improvisation, an 
occasional feature of Celebra- 
tion, assumes a much greater 
structural role in Release, with 
its 17 sections, and leaves the 


impression of an unusual kind 
of organic fragmentation. 
Scored by Wfestbrook for 10 
musicians, it features his own 
compositions inierspersed^ with 
brief readings of six tunes from 
the standard repertoire. 

Beginning with a free-blow- 
ing fanfare, it proceeds imme- 
diately into a long feature for 
Osborne, including a plaintive 
variation of “Lover Man” teat 
will remind his admirers of 
what we lost when he retired 
from publfa performance in his 

thirties. Other soloists include 
the tenorist George Khan, 
muscling into “Flying Home” 
and “Gee Baby, Ain’t I Good To 
%u" like a wM cross between 
Albert Ayler and Junior Walk- 
er; and the trombonists Paul 
Rutherford and Malcolm Grif- 
fiths, a reminder of Ellington's 
sweet-and-sour pairings. 

Origmalty released along- 
side the work of Procol Harum 
and the young Cat Stevens on 
Deram, the Decca group’s 
“progressive rock" label, the 
first efforts of Surman and 
Westbrook may have foiled to 
match commercial expecta- 
tions, but each retains an ex- 
cellence that has nothing to do 
with nostalgia. If I had to pidt 
the half-dozen best recordings 
from the history of British jazz, 
the ardent warmth and endur- 
ing freshness of CeZebration 
would make it a certain choice. 


Afike WestbrookConcertBand: 
‘Celebration? (Deram 844 82-2); 
Release (m 851-2); John Sur- 
man: ‘John Surmar? (Deram 
844 884-2); ‘How Many Clouds 
Can You See?' (844 882-2) 



LYRIC SHEETS 


Martin newf.ll 


Forty years ago this week, during a sruetf inp tour of the 
American mid-vxst. BuddyHdUyict^ killed 
plane whidi he'd chartered crashed m bad uxather 


Buddy’s Laundry- 


He wanted to get his laundry done 
Ran out of shirts and things tike that 
Wanted to sleep in a bed tliat night 
The reason that he took the Bight. 


The real reason that Buddy died 
Is most discussed in touring vans 
By tired musicians on the run: 
He wanted to get his laundry done. 


Tfou don’t wanna wake up grubby, cold 
Crick-in-your-neck on a fuggy bus 
Missing the missus? daughter/son 
No. What you need is your laundry' done. 


And they never tell you in the mags 
What any working heart-throb knows; 
The ratio of gigs to pants, 

It sort of kills the whole romance. 


So half-way through the average tour. 
Tbe interviews, the jokes, the drink. 

They’re very nice and all of that 
But what you crave is a laundromat. 


The brilliant songs and banging set 
Hide dirty pissed-off, homesick boys. 

An extra date on the “final" leg 
For the goose that laid the golden egg. 


And in the end you’ll hijack time 
Thke a plane on a dicey night 
With bucket loo and a plywood scat 
Just to escape the whiff of feet. 


And so the reason Buddy died. 
Among those theories going on 
Musicians often point to one: 

He wanted to get his laundry done. 
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June 10th & 11th 
London Royal Albert Hall 


0171 589 8212 


July 30th 

Knutsford Tatton Park 

0161247 4664 


August 2nd 

Cardiff International Arena 

01222 224488 



0 


August 5th 

Newcastle Telewest Arena 

0191 401 8000 




August 7th 
Edinburgh Lennoxlove House' 
0131 2257888 


For London only tickets also available tram agents 
Stargreen: 0171 7 34 89 32. First Call: 0870 BW 1111 
& Ticfcetmaster 0171 344 4444 or in person at 
HMV Stores & Town- Records isiAject to booking feel 




Grammy Awcv/d 
winning album 
“Hourglass" 
available now 
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REVIEWED BY ANDY GILL 



Chuck e Weiss 

Extremely Cool 
Slow River/Rykodisc 


THE COVER of what is only Chuck E 
Voss’s second album in 18 years features 
a shot of him as a teenage tearaway, ag- 
gie drooping from lower lip as he stores 
the camera down. It’s the sensible choi ce. 
given that the cult figure now has a face 
that’s not so much lived-in as squatted in 
by a greengrocer looking for somewhere 
to store a few extra sacks of spuds. 

Weiss is a Los Angeles legend best 
known as the eponymous subject of Rickie 
Lee Jones’s “Chuck ETs In Love", a song 
rooted in the earty-Seventies when Rickie, 
Chuck and Tbm Waits all lived at Holly- 
wood’s seedy rock’n’roll hangout, the 
Tropicana Motel Fbr 11 years he had a 
nightfy residemy at West Hollywood’s Cen- 
tral night-club, before joining Johnny 
Depp in transforming it frifai the Viper 
Room It was sometimes thought that, like 
the Tropicana, Chuck himspif had long 
since been demolished. But thanks largely 
to the efforts of Tom Whits - who is co- 
producer here, as well as co-writing and 


sharing vocals on a few trades -he’s de- 
livered this steaming plateful of what 
Chuck calls “twisted jungle music”. 

Unsurprisingly, Chuck’s style shares 
several characteristics with Tom’s, par- 
ticularly in the way it’s deeply rooted in 
post-war jazz and blues modes - “Deeply 
Sorry” could have come straight off Blue 
Valentine , while “Pygmy Fund” and “Do 
You Know What I Idi Amin” find the pair 
jamming hipster-jive nonsense with the 
aplomb of Lord Buckley. But there's a 
more Beefheartian cast to tracks such as 
“Devil With Blue Suede Shoes” a typically 
Angel enean slice of electrified country - 
blues. Chuck also shares something of the 
Captain’s vocal range, slipping from 
growly baritone to keening falsetto in the 
space of a single line. 

He’s a versatile performeq too, turning 
his hand to cqjun music, rock’n’roll jive 
and cool jazz/poetry sessions, but always 
with a smirk that prevents them becoming 
mere dilettante exercises. 



Sty AND ROBBIE 

Drum & Bass Strip co the Bene by Howie B 
Paint Pictures 

ON THE face of it this hook-up between 
the bespoke reggaematic rhythm sec- 
tion and mix-tailor to the stars, Howie 
Bernstein, ought to result in some styl- 
ish new modes. Unfortunately, while Sly 
and Robbie are great at creating basic 
grooves, and Howie has a particular gift 
for polishing hacks, there's a gaping hole 
where the melodies should be. Instead, 
industrial noises dub effects collude 
in concealing the shape of the pieces, 
which are all context and no subject 
The 10-minute opener; “Into Battle”, 
is typical. Swathed in echo, the groove 
is filtered ruthlessly bottlenecked into 
a simple pulse, before fragments of the 
rhy thm tracks are allowed to accrete 
around it It’s a few more minutes be- 
fore the bass finally flows in, like Tarmac 
over hardcore, and seven minutes be- 
fore shreds of guitar provide the final 
decoration. Despite tough, macho titles 
such as “Exodub Implosion" and 
“Superthruster", the overall attitude is 
more one of desultorily hanging around, 
vainly hoping for something interesting 
to appear in the scrapyard soundscapes. 



E1VIS PRESLEY 

Sunrise 

RCA 

JUDGING BY Elvis’s fete, death is not the 
end -just ihe start of an eternal reissue 
campaign. At least Sunrise is worth its 
position in the schedule, being the orig- 
inal Sun Sessions bulked out with an 
extra CD of out-takes, scratchy live 
cuts, and the couple of soupy Infespots- 
style croons he recorded at Sam 
Phillips’s studio for his mother in 1953. 
The formal sessions in July 1954 likewise 
began with bmp ballads such as “I Love 
%u Because" and “Harbor Lights"; but 
when Elvis started horsing around with 
Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup's “That s All 
Right, Mama” during a coffee-break, the 
astute Phillips pricked up his ears and 
wound up playing midwife to rock’n’rofl. 

Ifs impossible to imagine a world 
without Elvis, but within songs such as 
“Mystery Train" one catches glimpses 
of the youngster whose taste for black 
artists such as Junior Parker and Rosco 
Gordon spurred him to that first, epochal 

V Jpmting nf p pirnh y anH RfeR 

afler a false start to “MUkcow Blues Boo- 
gie”, “Hold it fellas - that don't move me; 
let’s get real, real gone for a change!". 



THE TRACTORS 

Farmers In A Changing World 

Arista 

THE COVER to The Tractors' second 
offering - a social-unrealist illustration 
that's like some jolly midwest American 
version of a communist poster celebrat- 
ing record agricultural output -features 
a flash reading not “New and Improved!" 
but “Same Great Sound". They’re not bid- 
ding, either These Okie veterans have 
obviously decided that, since their mus- 
cular and assured roots-rock sure ain't 
broke, it certainly drat need fixing. The 
emphasis is on a jovial backbeat, with 
Walt Richmond's piano lending an extra 
barroom bounce to country-funk num- 
bers like the philosophical “The Elvis 
Thing”. The results will find a place in 
the heart of anyone who ever bought an 
album by Leon, little Peat or JJ Cale. 
Versatile isnt the half of it: The Tractors 
can take an old chestnut like “Shortenin' 
Bread" and transform it into swagger- 
ing swamp funk, moments after a West- 
ern Swing exercise like “How Long Will 
It Take", and moments before a lachry- 
mose bout of self-pity like “Hie World’s 
Biggest Pod", with no discernible 'grind- 
ing of gears between styles. 



VARIOUS ARTISTS 

Kranky Kompiiarion 
Kranky 

.AFTER HARDCORE, thrash core and sad- 
core - bo recore. Chicago's Kranky label 
specialises in minimalist drone music 
from the likes of Bowery Electric and 
Jessamine, bands who've lingered far too 
long for their own good over their old My 
Bloody Valentine albums. Kompilation is 
replete with vague low-end loomings 
and indistinct female murmurs, few of 
which repay the time spent listening tn 
them. Godspeed You Black EmperorTs 
fragment of “The Dead Flag Blues", a 
poem set to soothing swells of strings, is 
quite moving without appearing to go any- 
where. Other than that, only Philosophers 
Stone demonstrate any real ability to 
transmute base metal tones into some- 
thing more valuable. The rest is like a 
competition to see how little music can 
be made with bass and electric piano, 
bass and percussion or bass and indus- 
trial drone- there’s always a bass to hand, 
and sometimes little else. The results are 
homogenously dull the fun sound of 
machines h umming , it's the engaged tone 
of rode, the sound of musicians waiting 
for something to happen. It never does. 
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I’m Sure I Saw Them on a poster 

THE INDEPENDENT'S REGULAR ROUND-UP OF NEW BANDS 


r 


CHICKS WEREN'T big on lyrics. 
Their first song saw them 
shouting “na-na-na na-na na- na- 
na" with no discernible 
enthusiasm and enacting 
elementary guitar figures that 
left the audience slack-jawed in 
disbelief. Their tunes weren’t up 
to much, either, probably 
because their vocals were so 
piercing that only mice would 
have been able to detect a 
fluctuation in pitch. Chicks 
espouse short, punky numbers 
that are designed to fill you with 
joyful abandon but left me 


virtually weeping into my pint 
with embarrassment The three 
Dublin teenagers have fallen 
victim to the conviction that 
youthful attitude is more 
important than talent But 
Chicks' only flash of anarchy- 
seen when they dropped their 
instruments and gave them a 
half-hearted kick - seemed 
prompted only by the prospect of 
leaving the stage. 

Innersleeve were hardly an 
enticin g prospect either. They 
looked as if they were steeling 
themselves for ritual punishment 


as they walked on to the stage. 
Their opening n umb er harked 
back to the shoe-gazing days of 
Ride, but lacked the gravitas of 
their forebears. 

But as their songs gathered 
pace, Innersleeve seemed to 
warm to their surroundings. 
Later songs offered more 
substantial guitars and meatier 
vocals while their last largely 
instrumental track drew 
together eerily undulating 
guitars, doom-laden drums and 
exquisite melodies that made 
you hold your breath. This epic 


CHICKS 

ASTORIA. LONDON 


INNERSLEEVE 
BARFLY. LONDON 


KARAMASOV 

GARAGE. LONDON 

aria seemed eternal though its 
conclusion came as a cruel 
shock and left you gasping. 

Kara mas ov seem to have aged 
before their time. This Anglo- 


German quartet slowly nodded 
their heads and gazed into the 
middle distance like seasoned 
session m usicians, while their 
music had a timeless quality that 
would have sounded just as 
alluring from a gramophone. 

Their elaborate mixture of 
electronica and prog-rock evoked 
the experimented ruminations of 
Tortoise and the retro -kitsch of 
the French duo Air. There were 
also perfunctory nods to original 
Krautrockers, Faust and Can. 
They tinkered with clashing 
rhythms and seemingly 


incongruous sound-effects, and 
you couldn't help thinking that 
you might have stumbled upon a 
jamming session that no one was 
supposed to hear. This 
experimental noodling 
sometimes dissolved into 
incoherent background noise. 
But there were glimpses of 
blissful acoustic melodies that 
arrived like a blast of fresh air 
in a sticky sauna. 

The customary 

pretentiousness of Karamasov’s 
post-rock genre was far more 
evident in the crowd than on the 


stage. With style magazines 
babbling about prog rock's 
revival it’s inevitable that this . 
kind of gig should be full of 18- 
year-olds in combat trousers and 
ludicrously large shades. For a 
band to sound so different from 
their contemporaries comes as a 
blessed relief, but the acid test 
will be how long Karamasov can 
hold on to this flighty fan-base. 
Perhaps true devotees know that 
everything they need to hear is 
buried deep within their parents’ 
record collection. 

FIONA STUKGES 
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Multicultural 


pick-and-mix 


Bayan Northcott previews the rewards and controversies 
of a month of world music in London and Glasgow 


T omorrow on the South Bank, 
the London Philharmonic 
under Kent Nagano, with 
sundry Asian and African 
performers and “guest 
groups from the culturally 
diverse communities in Lambeth. South- 
wark and Lewisham", wifl be blithely step- 
ping into an ideological minefield 
Billed as “Roots-. Classic Fusions” , the 
event is one of a series with the intention 
of bringing together “music from the Eur- 
opean classical tradition and the “tradi- 
tional music" of other societies. The theme 
for 1999 celebrates the power of ritual in 
music across time and cultures.” Accord- 
ingly, the day’s culminating concert will in- 
tersperse performances of Copland’s 
Appalachian Spring, Guillaume de Mach- 
aut's Messe de Notre Dame and The Rite 
of Spring by Stravinsky with pipings of a 

TliHriah wiy flautist, snn g s and dr umming 

from the African rainforest, and so on. 

No doubt the programme is intended to 
throw up plausible parallels and analog ies 
- between the Turkish flute solos and die 
plain chant that would originally have in- 
terspersed the sections of Machaut's 
Messe, for instance, or between Stravin- 
sky's “primitive” rhythms and Picasso’s 
concurrent interest in African art But it 
could also risk censure, either as an arbi- 
trary offering to the Gods of political cor- 
rectness, or as a symptom of Western 
cultural imperialism. Doubtless the same 
issues will turn up in Sunday’s Radio 3 Set- 
tling the Score at 5.45pm, entitled Music 
and the Marvellous, investigating “The in- 
fluence of non-Westem sounds and struc- 
tures on 20th-century art music -gamdan, 
gagaku, Thai music, ragas, African 
rhythms, polyphonies and folk music.” 

Not that European classical tradition, 
let alone Western sounds and structures, 


have ever quite comprised the imperm- 
eable culture that tends to be assumed by 
proponents of World Music or whatever; 
After all, much of the continent has been 
a melting-pot for millennia. The Church 
split early on between Eastern and West- 
ern brantbes with thdr divergent musical 
traditions. The Moorish occupation of 
Spain bequeathed the lute to the Renais- 
saru^just as the ejection (rf the Turks from 
the Balkans left the 18th century its in- 
creasing percussion department And 
whatever may be justly held against the 
imperialistic expansiveness of the 19th cen- 
tury, it brought a genuine curiosity about 
other cultures and the first stirrings of a 
systematic ethno-musicology French com- 


Europe, India, China, Japan and the East 
Indies have all evolved their folk m asks. 

pppnlar yPT fiarailar s and da SSOl higft r»^ L 

tures. Some museologists have even at- 
tempted to show that a “deep structure” 
of musk^ formation and cognition under- 
lies all the wraitrs cultures and that the mo- 
sicality of Man is ultimately indivisible. 

Others have argued that music is cul- 
ture-specific, and that each of the world's 
great traditions grhihitg features unique 
to itself; that there is really nothing else 
quite like the ctynamic thought of a West- 
ern symphony, or the decorative richness 


European music has never 
been impermeable. Much of 
the continent has been a 
mehing-pot for millennia 


posers in particular, from Berlioz and 
Saint-Saens to Debussy and Ravel, took to 
working into their pieces sounds of Arabic 
street music picked up on holidays in Al- 
giers, or gam elan textures from visiting en- 
sembles at international exhibitions - 
even if such “Orientalist" tastes have 
more recently been criticised in certain 
ideological quarters as “neo-colonial”. 

What then, are we to think at the end 
of another century during which the entire 
recoverable pasts and presents of the 
many musics of the world seem to have 
been mapped out and are now available to 
the ear at the flick of a switch? In some 
ways we better understand the parallels 
between cultures - how, for instance. 


gral relationship of sound, time and ges- 
ture in the Japanese Noh theatre, or the 
convex layering and gearing of tempi in 
Balinese gampJan music. From this point 
of view, we can never wholly understand 
musical cultures into which we have not 
been born and bred. Hence pressures to- 
wards various forms of pick-and-mix multi- 
cultural collage - running strongty at 
present, both for socio-politkal and gfcobal- 
consumerist reasons - should be resisted 
in the interests of musical ecology. 

Caught between these extremes, every 
20th-century Western composer seeking to 
supplement the heritage with otemgnkg of 
other cultures has had to work out an in- 
dividual accommodation. Messiaen’s so- 
lution, for instance, was simjrfy to treat his 
Hindu rhythms as dbfets sonores in the 
same manner as the plainchant, exotic 
modes and birdsong transcriptions he 
arranged in bis grand theological sound- 
friezes. By contrast, Elliott Carter -whose 
student experience included notating the 
playing of Arab musicians in Tunis for the 
scholar Baron Rodolphe d’Erlanger- has 
taken from non-Western music only such 
structural devices as could be extracted 
without cultural damage. The perpetually 
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Benjamin Britten: his acquaintance with Balinese gaxnelan music dated back to 1940 


UPPA 


self-generating melodic line of his Pmth- 
ode (1985), for instance, was suggested by 
h earing a performance of north Indian 
Dhrupad muse by the Dagar Brothers, but 
the music at no point sounds Oriental. 

Doubtless these and other positions will 
again be under scrutiny when Glasgow wffl 
mount, and Radio 3 will relax a whole week 
of concerts trading the response of 20 th- 
century ^ Western composers to non-Wfest- 
em sources, including a visit from the 
Kronos Quartet, a performance of A 
Night at the Chinese Opera ly Judith Wfeir 
and, not leas^ a substantial suite from that 
locus classicus of the multi-cultural de- 
bate, Britten’s ballet The Prince of the 
Pagodas. Britten’s acquaintance with 
Balinese gameton music daterf fraek to 
1940, when he was introduced to it by the 
composer-ethnoznusicologist Colin 
McPhee, and by 1945 he was interested 
enough intmriupe a rcrogrt fflmrfan to r- 
ture into the “Sunday Morning” interlude 
of ftfer Grimes. 


So when Covent Garden commissioned 
a fairy-tale ballet a decade latei; be decided 
to use gaxnelan sounds for the magic 
music - and visited Bali in 1956 for a fort- 
night of listening. notating and recording. 
This contact only enhanced his respect for 
the culture: “The music is fantastically rich 
-metodicalty rhythmically texturaDy-such 
orchestration!!! above aH formally;'’ he 
wrote to Imogen Holst “At last I'm begin- 
ning to catch on to the technique, but it's 
about as complicated as Schoenberg.” 
The AetHgamdan sequence he ultimately 
derived from his trip and some additional 
recordings, though scored entirety for 
Western instruments, has been praised for 
its faithfulness to the sounds ofhis sources. 

Not that this prevented the world music 
critic of the BBC's Music Magazine from 
dismissing the score as “colonial”. Evi- 
dently, he was unaware of the half of it One 
of Britten’s most striking passages was de- 
rived from a recording made in London by 
a visiting Balinese ensemble in 1952. 


Thanks to discoveries by the late David 
Munrow and Dr Donald Mitchell, it has 
since emerged that the salient track of the 
recording was in fact inspired by Britten's 
own music. The manager of the Balinese 
visit wishing the players to devise an open- 
ing number that would bridge the gap for 
Western listeners, had ployed them a 
recording rf The Young Person's Guide to 
the Orchestra - and this was the players’ 
response. Yet Britten himself seems to have 
been unaware at the time of the recording's 
provenance; nor would he easily have 
guessed, since, to Western ears at least, 
the track sounds as Balinese as the rest 
The question that arises from this curious 
skein ufcomridence is irresistible: just who 
was colonising whom? 
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'Roots: Classic Fusions ' . tomorrow. 
130pm. Royal Festival Hall. London (bar 
office 01 71 -960 4242). 'Beyond Our Shares’, 
23 Fib-3 Mar. Royal Concert HaJL Glasgow 
(box office 0241-257 5 51 1 ) and on Radio 3 
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Concerts 


DAVE 3 . CHRIS PEGG FOR WOODWORM RECORDS PROUDLY PRESENT 
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FEBRUARY 

Fri 26 TEWKESBURY The ROSBS Theatre 
Sat Z7 TEWKESBURY The Roses Theatre 
Sun 28 WESTON SUPER MARE Playhouse 
MARCH 

Mon 1 SALISBURY City Hall 
Tue2 PORT TALBOT Ptmcess Royal Theatre 
Weds WORTHING Pavilion Theatre 
Thu 4 ISLE OF WIGHT Medina Theatre 
Fri S LEAMINGTON The Spa Centre 
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dance 


Sat 6 


BIRMINGHAM Symphony Hall 0121 212 3333 
arftA Dove Swartricfconrf The Dylan Project 


Sun 7 


BASINGSTOKE The Anvil 
with Dave Swarbrkk 
Mon 8 SUNDERLAND Empire 
Tue 9 BURNLEY Mechanics 
Wed 10 SOUTHPORT Arts Centre 
Thu II BRADFORD St Georges Halt 
Fri 12 TELFORD OaRengates Theatre 
Sot 13 S r ALBANS The Arete 
Sun 14 TRURO Hall for Cornwall 
Mon IS ILFRACOMBE The Landmark 
Tue 16 WIDNES Queens Kail 
Hud 17 HORECAMBE The Dome 
Thu IS HANLEY Victoria Kail 
Fri 19 LOWESTOFT The Marina Theatre 
Sat 20 CAMBRIDGE Corn Exchange 

with special guests Nine Below Zero 
Sun 21 CROYDON Fairfield Halls 
with The Dylan Project 
Mon 22 CANTERBURY Marlowe Theatre 
Tuc 23 LINCOLN The Lawn 
Wed 24 YEOVIL Octagon Theatre 
Thu 25 CHESTERFIELD Winding Wheel 
Fri 26 TUNBRIDGE Assembly HaU Theatre 01892 530 613 
Sat 27 MARKET HARBOROUQJ Welland fak 01856 463 756 
Sun 26 HIGH WYCOMBE The Swan 01494 512 000 



festivals 



The Massed Bands, Fanfare Trumpets 
and Corps of Drums of . 

Her Majesty's Royal Marines 



presents 

THE MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL OF MUSIC 1999 

at the Royal Albert Hall 

Thursday 11th, Friday I2th and Saturday 13th February 1999 
Introduced by Desmond Carrington 


Programme to include: La BeUe Helene 
Stardust 

The Ashokan Farewell 
Les Miserables 


Festive Overture (Shostakovich) 

The Battle of Trafalgar with Special Effects 


All proceeds of the Festival will be donated to the 
Sargent Cancer Care for Children and Service Charities 


Ticket Prices: £5, £15, £23, £29 
ROYAL ALBERT HALL TICKET SHOP 0171 5S9 8212 
Registered Charity No. 1016088 
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9 FCB 

7J0pra 


BUI 

v a 

Shji 


SOI 

(Ate 

BAI 

ions 


im 
ID Feb 
7.30pm 


Times 
11 Rib 
750pm 


Fn 

I? Feb 

7.90pm 


I SIUIBU QUARTET Education Emm MasfarvteM 

Wlpnora HoS's rasdert EMM quMM worts vdBl yam BrtUs. 
aipkjnng wtecpraiawna ana pmaantaBons a t quartet 

wociMre. 

£4 (auSonasnia Pass £1) 


[HUH. MCHOLSON 
OePmhggltam Puraft 


ft Annie* m *i F: Quit Center!* 


CHre MoA Hands!: Sun tn B Bat '(1733 set tout Uuftet: 
Passasmkc PBcsamaao Pawn* < Gaftuds w Byrd a ~ 

Small Bo 


£11. E8. £7. a 


i Bonne. 


SKAB BAQUAHiei Omabar Muafc flaaa u n 

RONALD VAN SMENDONCK OblbteL Nknait SWno Quarts! in D 
Weber Cannot Ousts* m B Bat Op. 3*: Sawme 
Stmg Ouftel Nil ki E moor Pan m Bo 
C16. £14. C12. EB Sjpp by Dm membera al Bte Btertnaeai CWa 


KURTNKiwiEHwjbi CoitBe concart 

H1CHAEL DUSSEK i»ana VMKtenea. Bade Chacora Pont ftnfei 
Nos hit Bute Rfutara Eapyaaa ; mule by Smasaa. Standi. 
RawL UUbwL ABwc. 9xSwJrat We*, Asm & Utanm 
£E Pjgrfng mu g mmua 6 egjfagMwnyfciw 


LOUIS LOTTIE, piano 
Cora 


■ London Ptacwto no Series 
m Sonata* V. Badbonn: Senates In Q 


mm Op 49 Mai; n G OpA9 No^ In C Op 33 HUfaMv In F 
0?5* B F rntner Op-S7 Acpasaaiaa £lft H4. ri2. E6 

UHtiir LundiLaetuwUti Stephen PMafciw £10 ted teW lunch 


PASCAL ROQ£ pbra BSC Radte 3 Ln±toa Concrat 

Fawft Noauma NalnEU minor ( 1 SB 3 ). SaUa: 3 Gnossannes 
MB80I. Poutooc UK SakBBSda KUfa 11006) 

Wnteay: Pour la ptuio 11894-1001) 

£7 Senior Ctqam £S VWffnom HaCfBBC Hada 3 


ANDREW WLDE PUWJ 

OMAh: Iwpronwu Ita2 ra36. Mxtuiw 0p27. BabM No3 
Op 4. urands Pc*3nfltoo b4arta Op -22. Berceuso Cp.S7. atfwrzo 
N02DC 3L BaBado to. I OpSQ. Waftaa 
£16. CIS. Ci 2. 3 Ibgw Grant Rogga Muucai Ante ManapfluieiH 


Chamber Ifenla Season 


ENOELUOH STROH3 QUARTET 
Haydn: Quanoi m F Op. 77 Mi 2 
l® M Wwidi: Quarto! No 7 m F atnrpnrinarOp.108 
, Bceaunian: Ouartw m B lai Qp 130 Wah Qnssa Ann (vt .133 
£ 16 . £ 14 . £ 12 . eb HoanfCtae Ltd 


JEAN LOUIS ST 5 VEHMAN pim 


0.5. Bach: Oatfinry Vartnions BWV983 


£M. eta er 


Vflhnte Baber Hanapemm* 


I JILJ. COtIB m«t JOHN CONSTABLE otanOt FaAaM 7 
lam RaMeflg 


Boriwi. Lader by Beeawnn. SduhteMSAmm 
C1BJ15. £12. £B tegal Gram Rooen Mimed Atoms wa 



Flann O'Brien 


W5dio 

Feb 
7 JSOfm 


Thun 

Fab 

7 . 30 pm 


BhaBay oond. Cm kv± Anna Hath Watch. Weald. 
■ftfusan lags. Jwnea Kanra*. WcM FRetuna. 
■ OoNnt&nimChmt(r(MMin^^H 

Ls.okgl ri f 1 rill I 

■wwJ 


CATHEHNE WYN 4 TOSERS mazn soprano. HALCOU 4 
•JARIWEAU piano, biboducod Djr RODERICK SWANSTON 
Songs by Dqpore. C h mia a pn, Chabriar, Fburt 

L 3 JO (£ 12 ) £1150 (£ 10 ) £8 


TT3NG PARK. Vtejghan teeakki* coni ftetwcca Holt piare. Wq 5 
mraftnanm penrmSnfl). In akfol 


Havara spaahor (preteastenal camrattnam » 
The CWawdN Pnaidge 6 7l»a AES W — * aa 


totttisswaeassi 


RSKT 


Ftmd.1 

lE 9£0 


Todhonter conductor. Lao de Bono ptanaftdr. Eduardo 
VbSMld estate*. BMlheren: Reno Genome No&lnEb * 
■Tha Symphony No 8 M F Op 83 ; Mytkc 


_Concqno_». D Ho QVlftg. 




(ooncesions E8) 


CONCERTS ABROAD 


JAMES LAST AND HIS ORCHESTRA I 

Colognv, Gormany, 7tJi Novamber, 1999 | 


ME1L DIAMOND 

Cologne, Germany. 24th B/Iarch. 1G03 


.INE DION 

Paris, ISth June - London. lOth July, 1999 


OLIFF RICHARD 

Brussels. May Day Bank Holiday WcoKcnd 


(BIE WILLIAM! 

Paris, 25th March, 1999 


THE BIG REWIND TOUR 

CULTURE HEAVEN 
CLUB ~ 17 ~ 


Germany. 26th March. 1999 


Paria. 29th June. 1999 


AB tours toBoOx- W Luxury eoacri Irovol 
■k i-3nVivhott(|>(u»braabtat 
■k Concert lax* Transfer* Ptux more 
ForturUmr details, t nu ch u m s and b oo Unga^eato- 


PREMIER ENTERTAINMENTS ON: 

O t S43 42G42G 


Jerry Holland 

Cope Breton Fiddler 


*— quite satisfy one of ike best fiddlers 
Nath America has ever pm/bteed—" 


with support; Adande Bridge 


5 Feb 


The AdriL Basingstoke 
01256 844244 


6 Feb 


HaU tor Cornwall, Hurd 

01672 262466 


7 Feb 


Princess Theatre, Tbrnmay 

01803 290290 


8 Feb 


- — _ — 1 Bad, Swansea 
0179 ? 475715 (Grand Theatre) 


10 Feb St Cta ra f a HalL' 

01392 2 11080 (Exeter Arts) 


UW The Boat Race, Cambridge 
OIZ23 508533 


12 Feb 


Spa Pavilion. 
0 U 94 282126 


FeHxsttnre 


J3 Feb The Pbttprm. Morecambe 
01524582803 


15 Feb Bipp odnane, Ashlflp-tmder-LjBe 


0161308 3 : 

Special dunks to Rotaed UK 
for the toe of the new FP 9 keyboard 
Atlantic Bridge ProB*ti*o£ Teh 01256329762 



Dance 


LCnPTLVX 

BKLLV 

dvnci; 


U’EEKLY CLASSES 
IN ISLINGTON 
Monday 6pm- 7 pra 
Beginners Le\ el 
Ana nr Sissaoss 
Also Available 


Tel: 0181 986 2986 


Antiquea / FineArt 


HERITAGE 
ANTIQUES FAIRS 


Sunday 7“ Fnbruary 

HOTB_NTB?CQNTNBJTAL 
1 Hamilton Pace. Hyrte Park 
comer. London W! 


sundry Uf*February 
MARRIOTT HOTEL 
orovssnor Square, 
London Wl 


sundry 3 e“FBbntrry 
REMBRANDT 
HOTEL 

11 Thurloe Place 
London SW 7 


AM fair* open from 
liaw-Bpm 
Tah OI 7i 6248173 


STAMP COLLECTIONS 

VALUATIONS & SALES 

We oTTerour FREE valuation service, without 
obligation. If collection is bulky we will send a 
valuer to your bone. We will give you a guaranteed 
sales figure for either Auction or Private Treaty Sale. 
Write or phone for brochure. 

PLLJMB RIDGE &CO. ( est 1898) 

PO Box 359 , Chlsleborst, Kent, BR 7 6 UA 
Tel: 0181 467 5110 


Entertainments 


Esrly Bird £5 tickets 
Mon c. Tees 9 i Wed i 0 


Publishers 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBUatYOUH WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
flofltn nonSction. Uoanwhy 
roBgam, poetry, eftidmn. 
AUIHQfS WOfiUMOe INVTTH} 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

MINERVA PRESS 


2 Old Sranstan Hd, 

London ArraDO 




Hackney Empire Theatre 

_ 0181-985 2424 


SATURDAY 6di FEBRUARY 
: v .the Ongiilal New ^ari«ty & 
... ...Comedy Sbow 
Tim Vine, Jocelyn Jcc (me). 
PauI Zerdin. Mike (Junn 
£7.00 adv. 8.30pru 

S^O)TOGNOW 

SATUIU3AY 2.7 tlx FEBRUARY 
% ‘2. ^fc^.-Cotjae«iy Acts, for 

.. tiwe ^sA^ rritie - v ■ 

• Act ofThe Year 

Compered by Omid Dialili 
£6.00 8pm 


I.Sth - 18th APRIL 
‘ ! ■ - ' .'’’‘-w' X^iuitdre , 

WefW.WaytrCitsklan down 
£10.00 - C1S.00 




To advertise in this section please 
call the Entertainment Team on 
0171 293 2028/2336, 


23rd - 25th APRIL 
Caxjtnon & BkU 
£5.00 - CIS. OO 


27th APRa . 10 th MAY 

.vkVH GwBttee Ok • • 

■ - Once’ 

£10.50 - £18.50 
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NEWFILMS 


*V. 


*~ » AUJ 

Director John Lasseter 
SJarrtag: David Foley. Kevin Spacey 

life 


— ™nni IUJ 

Pjrecto r Gillies Mackirmon 
Stoning: tele Winslet. Said Taghmaoui 
^-rongh the teeming oraiige/red/tiirquoi 
JacMrq> of 1970s Morocco treads Kate WtnsJe 
hippie sm g le- mum, her two daughte 
CBella Riza, Came Mulian) unwiffiiigjy in to 
Meantime. iwmi«r k — i , Tr: . 


rt, . ^ . — atm teacne 

thieving natives and Said 'feghmaoui’s chfld- 
tn e-soil love-interest weave hither and thitl 
acr^ the narrative. Regeneration dired 
M a nfcu in o n makes a fair fist of t rangi n Kr, g 
Freud’s novel to the screen; stirring in lots 
eUmic chic and a canny period soundtrai 
Winslet does well with a ehange-of-pace role 
the tale’s permanently strung-out, unsat 

AnJ ^v_n i _< 


Wfest End: Clapham Picture House, Curzon 
Soho, Curzon Minemu, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Renoir, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker 
> Street; UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road. 
Locai- KSbwm Tricycle Cinema, UCI Surrey 
Quays. Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 


HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 
Director. Kevin Sullivan 
Starring: Angela Bassett, Whoopi Goldberg 
Stella got her groove bad: like this. She toe* 
off to Ja m aica with her feisty buddie (Whoopi 
Goldberg), sashayed around the beach to a clinging 
bikini, and got herself a little love action in the 
form of a man (Taye Diggs) young wwigh to 
be ho* son. So it goes: Shirley \falentme with an 


Afro-American s pin TWry MarMillan^ bqgtgj»lW 
has been cozgured into a kind of nngwng travd- 
agent commercial - a coldly marketed “ctrick- 
Akk” wwyinga run at cinemas before omppingup 

as your in-flight ento rtaimnpnt Ti flp Angela 


the sfide-show of tourist-brodiure visuab. 

Wsst End- Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End. Local; Acton Park 


EdmonimLeeVbBeyVai2,Fk XhamCmeworid 
the Monies, Harrow Warner Village, Holloway 
Odeon, Peckham Premier, Staples Comer 
Virgin, Streatham Odeon, New Stratford 
Picture House, UCI Surrey Quays 


LIVING OUT LOUD (15) 

Director Richard LaGravenese 
Starring: Holly Hunter. Danny DeVito 
See The Independent Recommends, right. 

West End: Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End Local- Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, 
Peckham Premier, Streatham ABC 


PECKER (18) 

Director: John Waters 

Starring: Edward Furlong. Christina Ricci. 

Lili Taylor 

'Dash auteur Waters swerves into sunnier 
streets with Pecker, his flu&ify satirical tale of an 
at r^eu r l^lt i m tget^Mh^ra^ier (Edward EUriong) 
adopted as a fly-on-the-wall artiste by the New Wk 
elite. More Hatrspnxy than Pink Flamingos, 
Pecker goes big on blue-collar kitsch without ever 
m a kin g any real stringent point, and squanders 
Christina Ricci (as Furlong’s hard-nosed girl- 
friend) into the bargain. The result is Kitirefy genial, 
butyoumiss the oW risk, edge and bad-taste artisby 
Age, it seems, has mellowed John Whters. 

West End- Clapham Picture House, Metro, Odeon 
Camden Trimi, Virgin Haymarket 

Xan Brooks 


General Release 


BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless 
‘•sheep-pig” into the midst of the city where he 
becomes the unlikely saviour of a bunch of 
assarted waifs. Wfestfind Plaza. I^ealActonPbrk 
Royal Warner Village, Berieykeath Cmeworid, 
Croydon Warner Village, Dagenham Warner 
—j Village, Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, Warner 
' Village North Finchley. Harrow Warner Village, 
HoUoway Odeon, Peckham Premier, Richmond 
Odeon Studio, Sutton UCI 6, UCI Surrey Quays, 
Wimbledon Odeon 


THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Road , Warner Village West End 
Local Fettham Cmeworid the Movies, Warner 
Village Finchley ftoad, Richmond Odeon Studio. 

UCI Surrey Quays 
71 (PI) 115) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End- ABC Pardon Street, Curzon Soho. 
Local Richmond Odeon Studio 


BULWORTH (18) 

Disillusioned at the end of an election campaign, 
senator Jay Bulworth (Warren Beatty) turns 
suicidal loose cannon; hanging out in the ’hood 
and delivering his speeches in abrasive rap 
stylings. Hfest End- Clapham Picture House, 
CrrrzonSoho,OdeonKensmgton, Ritzy CHnema, 
UClWhddeys,VaymChdsea,WrgmHaymarket r 
Warner Village West End Local: CatfbrdABC, 
Croydon Clockiower, (>oydonSctfari, Edmonton 
Lee Valley UCI 12, Warner Village Finchley 
Road, Peckham Premier. Wimbledon Odeon 
Repertory: watermans Arts Centre 


ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s story of a woman str ugg l in g 
to gain purchase in a male world largely neglects 
the opportunities for fun in a story of independence 
trium phing over cruelty. 

West End ABC Panton Street, Clapham Picture 
House, Curzon Minema. Odeon Mezzanine 


ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene Hack- 
man’s pensioned-off Pentagon warhorse, probes 
a political cover-up and gets embroiled in all 
manner of Big Brother-type trouble. West End 
Odeon Camden Tbwn. Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble. Arch, Mr gm Trocadero. And local cinemas 

FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Terry Gilliam’s adaptation tilts at Ralph 
Steadman cartoonery for its tale of a drug-fuelled 

journalistic assignment The film soon descends 

into a carnival of narcotic lunacy but the one 
stand-out is Johnny Depp - who brings Hunter 
S Thompson to bald-headed, pigeon-toed hie. 
West End Gate Nottmg Hib Repertory: Prmce 
Charles, The Lux Cinema 


W sisters, Hilary (shy. mameu uaui^w 
jueline (world-famous cellist). WestEnd: 
n Screen, Chelsea Cinema, Oapham 
House, Curzon Mayfair, Curzon Soho, 
Jotting Hill, Odeon Kensington 
wise Cottage. Screen <m the Hi&Locci 
ieft Cinema, Richmond Odeon Studto 

LV (Jane Horrocta) perfects strdent 
Bassey/Jucty Garland favMMn 
j black comedy, Horrocks vocal 
Lies plus a marvellously weighted 
n Michael Caine push it through totbe 
tain. End 

a teNotmmOd^Cc^^ 


eorro GPG) . 

shbuckler gallops full-speed 
uL California in the company 
M* authentically Hfcpar^ 
nd Odeon Meeeantne,0^on 
<rrgm Fulham Bead, Warner 



( ^JjLoped rehau 1 aiDeath 

s Brad Pitt as the amnhne 

at chaperoned around the 



PRACTICAL MAGIC (12) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
mmnbo-jumbo. Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a line of witches 

find h iring an y imlnrfcy man whn swings mtnthpir 

orbit With Dianne Wiest and Aidan Quinn. 
Wfest End Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
Arch, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End And local cinemas 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U> 

In planning his cartoon Bfe ofMoses, DreamTOrks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it^ “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed by David 
Lean”. The end result ends up looking more Hke 
The Tten Commandments byway cu Joseph and 
his Technicolor Dreamm at West End Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whdefe^Mr^7>xx»deraAj«ltocalcme77ia5 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Rush Hour marries Jackie Chan with an LA 
backdrop, a jobbing Hollywood director and a 
wise-cracking black comic in Chris Dicker’s 
huckstering LAPD man. It’s a hit-and-miss-affair 
WestEnd: Odeon Marble Arch, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End Local Acton Park 
Royal Warner ViQage, Croydon Warner Village, 
Dagenham Warner Village, Edmonton Lee 
Valley UCI 12, Harrow Warner Village, 
Staples Corner Virgin, Streatham 
Odeon , UCI Surrey Quays, Wimbledon Odeon. 
Repertory: National Fitm Theatre 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, 
Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture House, 
Empire Leicester Square, Notting HUl Coronet, 
OdeonCamden7bumOdeonKensmgton,Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy 
Cinema, Screen on Baker Street Screen on 
the Green. UCI Wkiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, 
Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

STEPMOM (1» 

This sugar-glazed, oven-ready affair casts an 

out-of-sorts Susan Sarandon as a middle-aged 
matriarch squabbling over her offepring with the 
new model mom (Julia Roberts) that hubby Ed 
Harris has hooked IQ) with. The first mom gets 
poorly and laughter turns to tears (or at least 
weary resignation). Wfest End Odeon Camden 
lb um, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. And local cinemas 

TWO GIRLS AND A GIIY (18) 

James Tbback’s taught dramaprobes aggressively 
at the psychological make-up of its three 

central characters. Heatha- Graham and Natasha 

Gregson Warner are the duped girlfriends of 
Robert Downey Jr’s love-rat prims donna, and 
Two Girls and a Guy gives them plenty of 
room to move and breathe, turning the resulting 
yarn into a pungent acting showcase. Wfest End 
Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Haymarket. 
Local: Warner WIZage Finchley Road 


VERY BAD THINGS (18) 



— 

ibies the crime, and then start 


rg’s debut serves up swaggering 
•omedy in a Loaded-magazine style. 
ieron Diaz and Christian Slater. 
Odeon Camden Toum, Plaza, UCI 
Virgin Chelsea, Wrpin Tjrocadert), 
frj g West End. And local cinemas 


The Independent recommends 


THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 


The Five Best Films 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow head a multi-star cast. 

Living Out Loud (15) 

Holly Hunter plays a Manhattan woman who. left 
by her husband, befriends the elevator operator in 
her building. Writer Richard LaGmvcnese handles 
everything with affectionate restraint. 

A Bug's Life (U) 

Less sophisticated and 
more child- friendly' than 
Antz, this animated 
feature [right) spins 
another enjoyable yam 
about an am colony and 
its battle to survive. Kevin 
Spacey provides the voice of the chief grasshopper. 

The Opposite of Sex (1 8) 

Christina Ricci plays 16-year-old biich-on-wbeels 
Dedee, who causes all kinds of havoc when she 
moves in with her half-brother (Martin Donovan). 

jc (15) 

Darren Aronofsky's debut, filmed in sooty black- 
and-white, tcQs the story of a genius mathematician. 
This stylish indie movie fearlessly combines Wall 
Street, Jewish mysticism and nightmarish headaches. 

Anthony Quinn 


the five Be st Plays 

The Street of 
Crocodiles 
(Queen's Theatre) 

Triumphant revival (right) 
of Theatre de Complirite's 
surreal and searing plunge 
into the imagination of 
PoUsh-Jcwhh writer Bruno 
Schulz. To JO Feb 

Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre) 

W idely regarded as the best ever, Trevor Nunn's 
glorious production of the Rogers and Hummersicin 
classic fully deserves its West End transfer. To In Jun 

The Forest 

(Lyttelton. National Theatre) 

Frances de b Tour is deliriously amusing as the 
cradb-snalching widow in Ostrovsky's comedy 
about tyrants ami tftespiar-s. In np 

The Winter's Tale (RSC, Suv... ’) 

An amazingly' rich and complex performance 
from Antony Slier in Gregory Doran's 
Romanov-style production. In np to 4 Mar 

Martin Guerre 

(West Yorkshire Playhouse, Leeds) 

It's third time lucky for this much-rewritten 
musical. In Conall Morrison's starkly invoking 
production, it finally emerges as a lighter, 
magnificent show. To 13 Rb 

PAUL TAYLOR 


Portraits by Ingres 

(National Gallery) 

Some of the sn:..r.esL most 
intense portraiture ever 
(ritfu). Women; exquisite 
melange* of flesh :ind fabric, 
dreams of sex and money, 
linages nf triumpliait! 

•xiuigeois luxury. ^ .tpr 

PaLriek Caulfield (Hayward Gallery ■ 

The modem ohje, : • . rlJ made luniimh--. T::i' 
survey n: neatly j 'j v.T.'nyik otter. In'* fu'J ra::ee 
- noiaNy, l!n >'C h.-U uainic ouliinev hkvkcj -r. 
with l rand nee n i .ok.ur A/.;> 

Andreas G^/jky (Serpentine Ga’Serv : 

Pholograpiis !‘W4 ■ . wiJe-visu>:t. Iiigh-fin.'ih. 
micro- de la il ■ - ..tulj 

floor. cit\M..j c v. <;iii:e lallex - uimv-' ':. — 
with more ... » eve can w. /.'• “ W.:.- 

Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton Art Gallery 1 

“I saw this" - three ages ol Fur<'pean u.jr :.ir.v 
the etchings of Jacques Calloi, ilov.i and t'::-* 1 1:\ 
Visions from the Mackes: of tur.es. _ • \!.:r 

Peter Doig St Udomsak Krisanamis 

(Fruit market Gallery. Edinburgh) 

Doig's sizzling l:mdsc.i|Hrs alicntate u:!ii 
Krisanamis' collages nt cuitura! delrilas. 

Tom u r.iiiH k 





Cinema 

West End 


ABC mnnON STREET 

(0870-9020404) -» PfccacJflly 

Orcus Elizabeth 2.10pm, 
5.10pm, 8.10pm Lock, Stock A 
Haro Smoking Barrels 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6.05pm, 8.30pm My 
Name is Joe 1.20pm, 3.45pm. 
6.20pm, 8.40pm x (Pi) 1.25pm. 
3.30pm 6.10pm, 8.35pm 

ABC PtCCANLUr 

(0T71-287 4322 (from 1pm] e 
Piccadilly Orcus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 3.50pm, 
6.10pm, 8.35pm There’s 

Something About Mary 1 ,05pm, 
3.30pm, 6.00pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 
(0870-902 0402) * Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Class Trip 1.05pm. 3.30pm, 

6.10pm. 8.30pm Unas Chainsaw 
Massacre 1.35pm. 3.55pm. 

6.35pm. 8.55pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) O , Leice 
5quare/Piccadifly Circus F .a to 
66 1.15pm, 3.50pm. .. 1 5pm. 
8.40pm Un Ho»*— ie m une 
Femme 2.15pm 4.25pm. 

6.45pm. 8.55pm On Connalt la 
Chanson 1.10pm, 3.40pm. 

6.10pm. 8.40pm La Vie Revie 
des Anges 1 ^5 pm, 3.45pm, 
6.25pm, 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug’s Lite 1 .20pm, 
4.05pm, 6.45pm, 9.00pm Little 
Voice 1.30pm. 3.55pm, 7.05pm, 
9.40pm Shakespeare bi Love 
1.10pm, 3.45pm, 6.30pm, 

9.25pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) O Barbican 
Hilary and Jackie 6pm, 8.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3pm. 6pm, 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA ONBWA 

(0171-351 3742) & Sloane 

Square HDary and Jackie 
1.10pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 

8.40pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323 Bulworth 9pm 
Hideous Kinky 2.30pm, 4.45pm. 
7pm. 9.10pm Hilary and Jackie 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm Pecker 
1.30pm. 3.30pm. 5.30pm. 

7.30pm. 9.30pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1.45pm, 4.15pm, 6.45pm. 
9.2 0pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) Green Park 
Hilary and Jackie 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm. 8.40pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723] « Hyde Park 
Corner/Knightsb ridge Hideous 

Kinky 3pm, 5pm, 7pm, 9pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pm)) 
■©■ Leicester Squar^lbnenham 
Court Road Bulworth 3.15pm. 
7.15pm. 9.30pm Hideous Kinky 

I , 45pm, 4pm. 6.45pm. 9pm 
Hilary and Jackie ipm, 3.45pm, 
6.30pm, 9.15pm x (PI) T.15pm, 
5.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) O- Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 1 2 noon, 
3.40pm, 7.20pm. 11pm The 

Prince of Egypt 3.15pm, 6pm, 
8.15pm Psycho 11.15pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.15pm, 
3pm, 5.50pm, 8.45pm, 11.35pm 

GATE NOTT1NG HELL 

(0171-727 4043) Notttng Hill 
Gate Fear and Loathing in Lao 
Vegas 11.15pm Hilary and 
Jackie 420pm, 8.50pm Utde 
Voice 2.20pm, 6.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) e Piccadilly 
Orcus/Ldcester Square Dobermann 
2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 8.45pm 
Pecker 3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9pm 

NOTTMG HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) O Nottlng HDI 
Gate Shakespeare in Love 
2.45pm, 5.45pm, 8.30pm, 

II. 15pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) & Camden Town 
The Arid House 11.20pm A 
Bug's Life l2noon. 2.20pm. 
4.35pm. 6.45pm, 9.05pm Enemy 
or the State 10.55pm Lkde 
Voice 11.50am. 2pm, 4.15pm, 
6.35pm. 8.45pm Pecker 

12J0pm. 2.45pm, 4.45pm, 

6.55pm. 9.10pm Shakespeare tn 
Love 12.10pm, 2.50pm. 5.45pm. 
8.35pm. 11.15pm Stepmom 

12.20pm, 6.30pm Very Bad 
Things 3.45pm, 9pm. 1 1.25pm 


ODEON KENSINGTON 
(08705-050007) O High Street 
Kensington A Bug's Life 1 1 ,45am. 
2.15pm. 4.45pm, 7.15pm. 9.45pm. 
12.15am Bulworth 1.15pm, 4pm. 
6.45pm, 9.30pm. 12.15am Enemy 
of the State T2.T0am Hilary and 
Jackie 3.40pm. 6.30pm Utde 
Voice 1.50pm. 4.25pm. 7pm. 
9.35pm Practical Magic 1pm. 
9.2(^m, 12nUdnight Shakespeare 
In love 12.10pm, 3.10pm. 

6.10pm. 9.10pm, 12.10am 

Stepmom 12.25 pm. 3.25pm, 
625pm 925pm, 1 225am 

ODECM LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) e Leicester 
Square A Bug’s Ufe 1.45pm. 
4.10pm, 6.30pm, 8.50pm, 

11.15pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) O- Marble Arch 
A Bug's Life 2.05pm. 4.25pm. 
6.45pm, 9.05pm Enemy of the 
State 1220pm, 3.10pm. 6.05pm. 
9pm. 15pm Practical Magic 
i .n, 625pm Rush Hour 
1 1.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
i 2.35pm. 325pm, 6.15pm. 

915pm. 12midnight The Siege 
3.35pm, 8.55pm. 11.50pm 

Stepmom 12.30pm. 3.20pm. 

6.10pm, 8.55pm, 1 1.50pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 

Square Elizabeth 12.35pm. 
3.05pm. 5.35pm. 820pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
1 25pm, 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 

8.45pm The Mask oF Zorro 
2.35pm, 5.25pm, 8.15pm The 
Siege 1.15pm, 3.40pm, 6.05pm, 
8.30pm There's Something 
About Mary 12.45pm, 3.15pm. 
5.45pm. 8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) e Swiss 
Cottage A Bug's Ufe 12.15pm. 
2.25pm. 4.35pm, 6.45pm, 9pm 
Hideous Kinky 1.15pm. 3.55pm. 
6.15pm, 8.45pm Hilary and 
Jackie 12.20pm, 3pm, 5.35pm. 
8.15pm Utde Voice 1.45pm, 
4pm, 620pm. 8.50pm 

Shakespeare hi Love 12.20pm. 
3.05pm, 5.50pm, 8.35pm 

Stepmom 12.10pm, 2.45pm. 

5.25pm, 8.10pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) « Leicester 

Square Utde Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm. 620pm. 8.55pm 

Stepmom 12.10pm, 2.55pm, 

5.40pm, 8.30pm 

PEPSI UMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) -O Piccadilly 
Orcus Everest 9.05pm L5 (DMAtq 
2.40pm, 4.45pm, 7pm T-ftex: Back 
no the Cretaceous (3-D) 135pm. 
3.40pm. 5.45pm. 8pm. 10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 

Orcus Babe: Pig In the Oty 
12.40pm Saving Private Ryan 
3pm, 7.30pm Scar Tiek: 
Insurrection 1 .20pm. 3.40pm. 

6pm. 8.30pm The Triunan Show 
1pm. 3.15pm. 6.15pm, 8.45pm 
Very Bad Things 1.30pm, 
3.50pm. 620pm, 9pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) Russell 

Square The Apple (Sib) 1pm, 
2.55pm. 4.50pm, 6.45pm. 

S.45pm Hideous Kinky 2.20pm. 
4.30pm. 6.40pm. 8.55pm 

RnZVCMEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/G- Brixton 
Bulworth 11.35pm The Rower or 
My Secret 2.10pm Hdeous Kinky 
2.45pm. 4.50pm. 7.05pm, 9.1 5pm. 
1125pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 4.10pm, 6.40pm, 
9.10pm, 11.45pm Utde Voice 
3pm 5.15pm. 725pm. 9.30pm 
The Opposite of So 220pm. 
4.40pm, 7pm. 920f»n, 11.40pm 
(+ Shore Ho^eshoe) Shakespeare 
in Love 2pm. 4.25pm. 6.50pm, 
9.25pm, 1130pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) ^ Baker Street 
Hideous Kinky 2.35pm. 4.40pm, 
6.55pm, 9.10pm Shakespeare In 
Love 3.10pm, 6.25pm, 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) O Highbury & 
Islington Shakespeare in Love 
3.35pm, 620pm, 9pm. 11.30pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) e Betalze Park 
Hilary and Jackie 3.10pm, 
6.40pm. 9.10pm 

UO WHITELEYS 
(0870 60 34567) «■ Queensway A 
Bug’s Ufe 1.30pm, 2.10pm. 4pm.. 
4,40pm, 6.30pm. 7.10pm. 850pm 
Bulworth 4.10pm. 9pm Hdeous 
Iflnky 120pm, 3.40pm. 620pm. 
B-40pm Utde Vbke 2pm. 6.40pm. 
9.30pm The Opposite of Sex 
1.40pm. 420pm. 7pm. 920pm 
The Parent Trap 2.2Spm 
Shakespeare hi Love 12.35pm. 
320pm. 6.10pm. 9.10pm 

S te pmom 2.50pm. 5.50pm. 

8.30pm Very Bad Things 5.05jxn. 
7.20pm. 9.40pm 


VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) e- Sloane 

Square 'South Kensington A Bug's 
Ufe 12.30pm. 2.45pm. 5 pm. 
7.15pm, 9.30pm Bulworth 1pm, 
3.20pm. 6pm, 9.15pm Stepmom 
12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm, 9pm 
Very Bad Things 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) «- South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 4.40pm. 

6.50pm. 9.10pm Lktle Vbke 
12.40pm. 3pm, 5.10pm. 7.20pm, 
9.40pm The Opposite oF Sex 
12.30pm, 2.50pm. 5pm. 7.10pm, 
9.30pm Practical Magic 1 ,40pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm 

Shakespeare in Love 12.30pm, 
3.30pm, 6pm. 8.50pm Two Girls 
and A Guy 1.20pm, 3.20pm, 
5.30pm, 7.30pm, 9.40pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) e Piccadilly 
Circus Bulworth 1pm, 3.30pm, 
6.10pm, 8.35pm Pecker 1.15pm. 
3.45pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm Two 
Girts and a Guy 1.40pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm, 8.55pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) e Piccadilly 
Grcus Enemy of the State 
12noon. 2.50pm, 5.40pm. 

8.30pm, 11.20pm The Exorcist 
(25th AiuihreiWy Rerelease) 
11.40pm How Stella Got -Her 
Groove Back 12.30pm, 3.10pm, 
6pm, 8.50pm, 11.30pm Living 
Out Loud 1pm, 320pm, 6pm. 
820pm, 10.45pm Practical 

Magic 12 noon. 2.15pm, 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9.15pm Rush Hour 
11.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
12noon. 2.40pm. 5.30pm, 

8.20pm. 11.20pm Sdll Crazy 
1220pm. 2.30pm. 4.50pm, 7pm. 
9.20pm Very Bad Things 
12 noon. 2.10pm, 4.20pm, 

6.40pm, 9,10pm. 11.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester 
Square Blade 11.10pm Bulworth 
1pm, 3.30pm. 6.20pm, 9pm, 
11.40pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 12.50pm. 3.40pm, 
6.30pm, 9.10pm, 11.55pm Living 
Out Loud 12.40pm, 3.20pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm. 11.15pm Lock, 
Stock 6 Two Smoking Barrets 
12.05am The Mask of Zorro 
12.30pm, 3.20pm. 6.30pm The 
Opposite of Sex 1 ,20pm, 
3.50pm, 6.10pm. 8.50pm. 

11.10pm A Ferrect Murder 

I. 30pm. 4.10pm. 6.50pm, 

9.25pm Practical Magic 
12.20pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm, 

8.40pm, 11.30pm (+ Short: 
Eight) Rush Hour 1.10pm, 
3.45pm, 9.20pm. 12.10am Very 
Bad Things 11.50am, 2.10pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm. 

12rmdnight What Dreams May 
Come 6.1 5pm. 8.40pm. 

Cinema 

London Locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) O Park Royal A 
Bug’s UFe 12.10pm, 2pm. 2.30pm, 
4.20pm, 4.50pm. 6.30pm. 7.1 0pm, 
8.40pm, 9.35pm. 12mktnight En- 
emy of the State 1 .30pm. 1.10pm. 
7pm. 9.50pm. 1 2.30am How Stel- 
la Got Her Groove Back 12 noon. 
3pm. 6pm. 8.55pm, 1 1.50pm Lit- 
de Voice 430pm. 9.1 0pm The Par- 
ent Tap 2 _20pm. 5.05pm Practical 
Magic 2.10pm. 6.50pm Psycho 

I I. 30pm Rush Hour 1 1pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1pm. 3.40pm, 
6.20pm. 9.20pm, T2.10am The 
Siege 7.40pm. 10.10pm, 12.40am 
Stepmom 12.30pm, 3.10pm, 
5.50pm. 8.30pm, 11.20pm Very 
Bad Things 2.30pm. 4.50pm, 
7.30pm (not Thu). 10pm, 12.20pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) G- High 
Barnet A Bug's Ufe 2.20pm. 
4.50pm, 7pm. 9.05pm Uttle Voice 
1,15pm. 3.45pm, 6.45pm. 8.45pm 
Practical Magic 1pm. 6.15pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.45pm. 
325pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 
1 pm, 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.30pm Very 
Bad Things 3.30pm. 9pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug's Ufe 
12.25pm. 2.35pm, 4.45pm, 

6.55pm. 9pm Little Voke 2.50pm. 
5.10pm, 7,20pm, 9.40pm The Par- 
ent tap 12.10pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.40pm Shakespeare In 
Love 3.10pm. 6.10pm, 9.10pm 

STUDIO (0181-663 0103) Hiven- 
tyFburSeuen Thu 8pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1 550) BR: 
Bexteyheath A Bug's Ufe 1 2noon, 

1 pm. 2pm. 3pm. 4pm. 5pm, 6pm, 
7pm. 8pm. 9pm. 1 1 pm Enemy or 
che State 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
7.10pm. 9.40pm. 12.05am Jhoole 
Bole Kauwa Kute 4pm 


Uttle Voice 12.10pm, 2.30pm. 
5pm. 7.15pm. 9.30p«Ti The Mask of 
Zorro 1pm. 6.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.4Spm. 4.15pm. 7.45pm. 
1 1.1 5pm Practical Magic 12.35pm. 
2.50pm, 5.10pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm, 
12.15am Psycho 1 1 .50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1pm, 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm. 1 1 ,55pm The 
Siege 10pm. 12.20am Stepmom 

I. 20pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 9.35pm. 
12.10am Very Bad Things 4pm. 
9.50pm. 12.20am 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR. 
Bromley North/Bromley South A 
Bug’s Ufe 12.35pm, 2.55pm, 
5. 1 5pm, 7.40pm. 1 0pm Utde Voice 
2.50pm. 5.10pm. 735pm. 10.05pm 
Shakespeare In Love 1.05pm, 
3.50pm. 6.40pm, 9.25pm Stepmom 
12.10pm. 3 .20pm. 620pm. 9.35pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR: Cat ford. 
A Bug's Ufe 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.45pm Bulworth 2.1 5pm. 
5.45pm, 8.30pm 

CROYDON 

SAFARI (0181-688 3422) BR:Wbst 
Cioydoa A Bug’s Ufe 5.40pm, 8pm 
Bulworth 5.30pm, 8.30pm Hum 
Aapke Dll Mein Rehte Hain 
5.15pm, 8.15pm, 1 1pm Hu Hi lb 
10.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090} BR: East Croydon A Bug's 
Ufe 2.30pm. 3.40pm. 4.50pm. 
6. 1 0pm, 7.10pm, 8.30pm, 9.30pm. 

II. 50pm Enemy of che State 

3.50pm, 6.40pm (not Thu), 9.40pm, 
12.30am Uttle Voice 1.50pm. 
4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.1 5pm. 1 1 .30pm 
Practical Magic 2.50pm, 5.50pm, 
8.40pm Rush Hour 11.20pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.10pm. 6pm, 
8.50pm, 1 1 ,40pm The Siege 1 1 pm 
Stepmom 3.30pm. 6.20pm. 

9.05pm, 12midnight Very Bad 
Things 2.40pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 
9.50pm, 12.20am 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) D- Dagenham Heathway A 
Bug's Life 1.45pm, 3pm. 4pm. 
5. 1 0pm, 6.30pm. 7.30pm. 8.40pm. 
9.40pm. 1 1 ,50pm Enemy of che 
State 3.30pm. 6.15pm, 9.10pm, 
12mldnight How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 1.30pm. 4.10pm, 
6.45pm. 9.30pm, 12.10am Uttle 
Voice 2pm, 4.30pm. 7.15pm. 
9.20pm. 11.30pm Practical Mag- 
ic 1.50pm. 4.15pm, 6.40pm, 9pm, 

1 1 ,20pm Rush Hour 1 1 pm Shake- 
speare In Love 3.20pm, 6.10pm. 
8.50pm, 1 1 ,40pm Stepmom 3pm. 
5.40pm, 8.30pm, 11.15pm Very 
Bad Things 2.30pm. 5pm, 7.30pm, 
9.50pm, 12.20am 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
90707 1 9) BRAD Ealing Broadway A 
Bug's Ufe 1.50pm. 4pm, 6.30pm, 
8.45pm Shakespeare In Love 1 pm. 
3.40pm, 620pm. 9.10pm Stepmom 
2.30pm. 5.30pm. 8.30pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) D 
Edgware Aa Ab Laut Chalen phone 
for times Bade Dltwala phone for 
times A Bug's Ufe 1.1 Spm. 
3.30pm. 5.45pm, 7.35pm Kuril 
Kuril Hota Hal phone for times Very 
Bad Things 5.20pm. B.20pm Za- 
khm phone for times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) D Tottenham Hale AA AB 
Laut Chalen 6.15pm Blade 
11.40pm A Bug's Ufe 2 10pm. 
3.40pm, 4,30pm, 6pm, 6.50pm, 
8.20pm. 9pm Bulworth 6.30pm. 
11.30pm Enemy of the State 
4.10pm, 7pm (not Thu). 9.50pm, 
12.30am How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 1.55pm, 6.4Qpm, 
9.30pm, 12.10am Uttle Voice 
2.45pm. 5pm, 7.15pm, 9.20pm. 

1 1.40pm Living out Loud 4.45pm. 
7.30pm, 10pm. 12.40am Meet Joe 
Black 420pm. Spm The ftrent Tap 
2.30pm Practical Magic 3.05pm. 
5.45pm, 8.50pm Rush Hour 
11.20pm Shakespeare hi Love 
3.20pm t 6.20pm, 9.10pm. 1 2 mid- 
night The Siege 5.30pm. 1 1 .50pm 
Star trek: insurrection 4pm Step* 
mom 4.15pm, 7pm, 9.40pm Very 
Bad Things 10pm, 12.20am 

ELEPHANT ft CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968) e 
Elephant & Castle A Bug’s Life 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm Enemy of the 
State 3pm, 5.45pm. 8.20pm Prac- 
tical Magic 3.45pm, 6pm, 8.30pm 

FE1THAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES (01 81 - 
867 0555) BR: Fdtham AA AB Laut 
Chalen 1 1.45am. 3.30pm, 7.1 5pm. 
ilpm Bade Diiwaia 1 1 ,30pm A 
Bug's Ufe 11am. 1 2 noon. 1pm. 
2pm, 3pm. 4pm, 5pm, 6pm, 7pm, 
9pm Enemy of the State 1 1 20am. 
1.50pm. 4.30pm. 7.10pm, 9.45pm, 
12.20am How Stdla Got Her 
Groove Back 1.30pm. 4.20pm. 
7pm. 9.45pm. 1 2.1 Sam Hum Aap- 
ke Hain Koun~! 1 1 .1 Sam. 2.45pm. 
6.20pm. 8.05pm, 9 -45pm, 1 1 .30pm 


Hu Tu Tu : .. :,.d: 

Hota Hai I . ... r 

6 1 5pm Little Vai&w jti 

2 3l)pm. 5'V"!. 7 •• -?rr 

Meet Joe Blatk 1 

Spm The Opposite of Sex ' ’ 'rV.:.- 
2.15pm, 4 *5pm o •Vjp.T 
1 1 35pn Practical NLigic ' ' '.r". 

lOp.n. ti 1 *. r.. t. 55'jni « Tbrm. 
It * r - . ukcspearc in Love 

Ip ... «;.•• "rfl, ••"*.3 Jam. 

\2 .jjm The S;cge *3 5Crm 
12. 1 Sain Scepmcm :t !5.ins. 

I. 45pm. 4.30pm. 7.tCpm.9 4C^m 
1220am Very Bad Things 7 ,5i pm. 
10pm. 12 I5.im Zakhm 1 1 45 an:. 
2.30pm. 5.15pm. limidnigh: 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (01 St -440 
9344) O East Fmchlay Finchley 
Central A Bug's Ufe 2pm. 3pm. 
4.30pm. 5.30pm. 7pm. 7.50pm. 
9 30pm, 10pm Enemy of the State 
2.30pm, 5.40pm (no: Thu). 8 50pm. 

II. 40pm Uttle Voice 220pm. 
4.50pm. 7.1 5pm, 9.40pm Practical 
Magic 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 6 50pm. 
9.50pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm, 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 9pm. 
12.10am The Siege 12midn:gh; 
Stepmom 1 ,20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 
9.20pm Vfcry Bad Things 1 10pm. 
3.50pm, 620pm. 8.40pm. 1 1.30pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
31 10) Finchley Road A Bug’s life 
3.40pm, 6pm, 8.T5pm. 10.30pm 
Bulworth 5.05pm, 9.50pm Enemy 
of che State 4.10pm. 9.40pm Uc- 
cie Voice 1.50pm, 7pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 2.10pm. 4.40pm. 
7.10pm. 9.30pm Practical Magic 
2pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm. 1 0pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.40pm, 
320pm. 6. 1 Spm, 9.1 0pm Stepmom 
12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5 50pm. 8.40pm 
Two Girts And A Guy 12.50pm. 
2.50pm. 7.30pm Very Bad Things 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. S.50pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1 724) ■& Gaidars 
Green Shakespeare in Love 
2.45pm. 5.35pm. S 20pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (01 Si -293 0103! 3R- 
Greenwich A Bug's Ufe 4.30pm. 
6.40pm. 8.50pm. I Ipm Enemy of 
the State 1 1 1 0pm Hilary And Jack- 
ie 4.55pm Little Voice 7 U’pm. 
9.10pm Shakespeare in Love 
3.20pm. 6pm. S.xOpm. 11.: Spm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902041 31 «■ Bc'ivze rtirk 
A Bug's Ufe 1 -i0pm.4pm. 6.2Csm. 
3.40pm Little Voke 2pm. 4. 1 5pm. 
6.30pm. 3.45pm Shakespeare m 
Love 3.35pm. 5 15pm. 3 1 5pm 

HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0370-90707:3} e Ham- 
mersmith A Bug's Life l 30pm 
6 20pm, 6.20pm. S 30pm Uttle 
Voke 1.20pm, 3 40pm. 6pm. 3 20pm 
The Prince of Egypt I 30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12 50pm. *-.4Cpm 
6.20pm. 9.10pm Stepmom 12.4 /pm 
3.20pm, 6pm. S 40pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (Hi SI- 6 • 

O' Harrow-on- the-llil! Fire 
Hum Aapke Horn Koun..! I ?-V-“ 
5pm. 8.45pm Hu Tu Tu 3 ■<-■'/«' 

WARNER VILLAGE (OTIV-AJ" 
9009) O Harrow or tb? Hi.l A Bug's 
Ufe 11.10am. I 15pm. : 40pm. 

3 35pm. 4.10pm. 6pm. 6 ■.Op - ’. 

8 30pm. 9.10pm. 1 1 5C,*-: Er.emy 
of die State 12 I5n.-i. 5 .'tp*." 
6.05pm (nor Thu) S 50cm 
11.25pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 1 2.203m. 3pm. 
5.50pm. 8 40pm II. /0pm Littie 
Vblee 12.35pm, 2 45pm, 5 05pm. 
7.25pm, 9.40pm Practical Magic 

I . 30pm. 4 ICJpm. 6 50pm. y.2Cpm 
Rush Hour 1 1pm Shakespeare m 
Love 1. 1 0pm, 4pm. 6.50pm. 
9.30pm. ISmdnight The Siege 

II. 50pm Stepmom l2nocn. 
2.50pm, 5.40pm. S.20pm ! I 10pm 
Very Bad Things 1 30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm, 1 1 1 0pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 0500071 O H?i- 
low.iy Road- Archway A Bug's Ufe 
12.05pm, I 05pm. 2.20pm. 

3.20pm. 4.35pm. 5.35pm. 6 50pm. 
9.05pm, 1 0 05pm Enemy of the 
State 1pm. 3.50pm. 6 45pm. 
9.35pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 1.15pm. 4pm. 
6.45pm, 9.30pm Uttle Voice 
12.15pm, 2.40pm. 5 05pm. 

7.30pm. 9.55pm Practical Magic 
3pm. 7.40pm Shakespeare In Love 
1 .20pm. 4.05pm. 6.50pm, 9 35pm 
Stepmom 1.20pm. 4 05pm, 

6.50pm. 9 35pm Very Bad Things 
1 2.35pm. 5.15pm, I Opm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) 40 Ganu 
Hill A Bug's Ufe 1 1. 40am. 2pm, 
4.20pm. 6.40pm. S.50pm Little 
Vbke 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 
8.40pm Practical Magic l ,55pm. 

4 15pm. 6.35pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.10pm, 2.50pm. 5.30pm. 
8.10pm Stepmom 12.1 Opm, 
2.50pm. 5.30pm, 8.10pm Very 
Bad Things 8.45pm 
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fOUBURN 

THE TRICYCLE CINEMA (0171- 
328 1000) O KIRjum Hideous 
Kink* 4pm, 6.30pm, B.45pm 

KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston A Bug's Life 1 .20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm Little 
Woke 1.30pm, 3.50pm, 6.15pm, 
8.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.10pm. 5.25pm. 8.1 Opm 

MUSWELLHOL 

ODEON (08705 050007) <7 High- 
gate A Bug's life 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 
7pm. 9.05pm 5hafcespeara in Love 
12.55pm. 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
Stepmom 1pm. 3.35pm. 6.05pm, 
8.35pm 

PECKHANI 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Beckham Rye A Bug's Life 2.20pm. 
4.40pm, 7pm. 9.10pm Bulworth 
II. 20pm Enemy of the State 
6.30pm, 9.05pm, 1 1 ,40pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 
3.40pm, 6.20pm. 9pm, 11.40pm 
Uttie Voice 4.35pm Living Out Load 
4.50pm. 7.05pm. 9.20pm. 1 1 35pm 
The Mask of Zorro 4.30pm The 
Parent Trap 2.1 Op«n Practical Mag- 
ic 2.15pm. 7.15pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2.45pm Shakespeare in 
Love 3.35pm, 6.15pm, 8.55pm, 
11.30pm The Siege 9.15pm. 

1 1 .45pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: PurleyA 
Bug’s Life 1 .40pm. 3.50pm. 6pm. 
8.40pm Little Voice 2.30pm, 
6.10pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.10pm. 5.10pm, 8.10pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) BR: Putney/e 
Putney Bridge A Bug’s Life 2.1 5pm. 
4.45pm. 7.05pm, 9.30pm Little 
VOice 2.15pm. 4.45pm, 7.15pm, 
9.35pm Shakespeare in Love I pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm, 9.15pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/O 
Richmond A Bug’s Life 12.10pm, 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm 
Uctle Voice 2pm, 420pm, 6.50pm, 
9.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
12 JOpm. 3.20pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/O Richmond Hilary And Jack- 
ie 12.30pm, 3 JOpm, 6.10pm, 9pm 
The Opposite of Sex 2.20pm. 
7.10pm k (PI) 4.30pm, 9.40pm 
Practical Magic 2pm. 7pm Step- 
mom 2.10pm, 6pm, 8.50pm Very 
Bad Things 4.40pm. 9.30pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
A Bug's Life 1 ,40pm, 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.40pm Practical Magic 2.30pm, 
5.55pm, 8.25pm Very Bad Things 
2.25pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

050007} BR- Romford A Bug’s Life 
12noon, 1.20pm. 2.20pm. 

3.45pm. 4.45pm. 6pm, 7pm, 

8. T 5pm. 9pm Enemy or the State 
1 .40pm. 6.40pm Little Voice 
1.30pm, 4. 15pm. 6.40pm, 8.50pm 
Living Out Loud 2.1 5pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9.10pm Rrattkai Magic 

I , 45pm, 4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9. 1 5pm 

Shakespeare in Love 12.20pm. 
2.50pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 

Stepmom 12.10pm, 3pm. 
5.45pm, 8 _20pm Very Bad Things 
4.20pm, 9.15pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Skicup A 
Bug's Life 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 
6.15pm, 8.45pm Shakespeare In 
Love 2.15pm, 5.15pm, 8.15pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907071 7) BR: Crick- 
lewood A Bug’s Life 1 pm. 2.20pm. 
3.30pm. 4.40pm, 6pm, 7pm. 
8.30pm Enemy of the State 
9.10pm 12mklnigh£ How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 3pm. 6pm. 
8.45pm. 1 1 .30pm The Parent "Rap 
1 2 . 1 5pm Practical Magic 1 .30pm, 
4.15pm, G.45pm Rush Hour 

II. 15pm Shakespeare in Love 

3.1 Opm. 5.50pm, 850pm. 1 1 .45pm 
The Siege 12midrright Stepmom 
1pm, 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 9.1 5pm 
wry Bad Thfajp 9. 1 5pm. 1 1 .45pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill living Out Loud 
2. 1 0pm, 4.25pm. 6.40pm, 8.55pm 
Meet Joe Black 7.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2.25pm. 5.35pm. 
8.25pm Star Ttek: Insurrection 
2.1 5pm. 4.50pm 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Streacham H !!!/■& Brixton/dapham 
Common A Bug’s Life 12.1 5pm, 
2.35pm. 4.55pm, 7.15pm. 9.30pm 
Enemy of the State 12.50pm, 
3.40pm. 6.30pm, 9.20pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 
1 .40pm. 4.20pm, 7.1 Opm. 9.40pm 
Little Voice 2 JOpm. 4.40pm. 7pm 
Stepmom 1 ,40pm, 4.20pm. 

7.1 Opm. 9.40pm Very Bad Things 
9.20pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BRTO 
Stratford East A Bug's Life 1 ,55pm, 
4.05pm, 6.15pm, 8.25pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 2pm, 
4.40pm. 7.20pm, 10pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.45pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9.15pm Stepmom 

1.50pm. 4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.45pm 
Very Bad Things 10.30pm 


WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Than* 
Shakespeare In Love 3.10pm, 6pm, 
8.35pm Stepmom 2 ,50pm 
5.45pm. 8.15pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/G 
WimWedon/e South Wimbledon A 
Bug's Life 1.45pm, 4.T0pm 
6.30pm. 8.50pm Bulworth 

11.25pm Enemy of the State 
1 1 .05pm Little Voice 2pm. 4. 1 5pm. 
6.30pm, 8.50pm Practical Magic 
1 .35pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm 
Rush Hour 1 1 .25 Shakespeare in 
Love 12.20pm. 2.55pm. 5.35pm 
8.20pm. 11.1 0pm Stepmom 

2.30pm. 5.35pm. 8.25pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) «■ South 
Woodford A Bug’s Life 1.40pm 
4pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm Ultle Voice 
2.10pm, 4.20pm. 6.30pm, 8.40pm 
Shakespeare In Love 2.45pm 
5.30pm, 8.10pm 

WOOLWICH 
CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug's Life 
4pm. 6.30pm, 8.40pm Very Bad 
Things 3.55pm. 6.15pm, 8.45pm 

lMOODGRESt 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
«■ Turnpike Lane AA AB Laut 
Chalaht 3.30pm, 7.1 5pm 
Zakhm 10.45pm 

Cinema 

Repertory 


LONDON 

ONE LUMIERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) A la 
Vie, a la More (NC| 6.30pm Le Beau 
Serge (1 5) 8.45pm 

fCA The Mall. SW1 (0171-930 
3647) A Scene at die Sea (AnoNat- 
su. Ictriban Shizofcana Umi) (NC) 
5pm. 9pm The Thief of Baghdad 
(U) 6.30pm Appetite (NC) 7pm 
Tales or Hoffman (PG) 9.15pm 

NFT South Bank. SE1 0171-928 
3232 La Belle et la Bete (PG) 
2.30pm The 39 Steps (1935 Ver- 
sion) (PG) 6.15pm Rush Hour 
(1 5) 6.30pm The Scarlet Empress 
(PG) 7.30pm Scaramouche (NC) 
8.30pm Satan’s Brew: Fassbinder 
(NC) 8.45pm 

PHOS^Dt High Road, N2 (0181-444 
6789) Hideous Kinky (1 5) 2.1 5pm, 
4.30pm, 6.45pm, 9pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) The Nego- 
tiator (15) 1pm The Eel (18) 4pm 
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 
(18) 6.20pm Blade (18) 9pm The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show (15) 

1 1 .45pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road. 
W6 (0171-420 0100) Trust (15) 
6.45pm + Henry Fool 8.35pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Mddlesec (01 81 - 
568 1 1 76) Bulworth (1 8) 1 30pm. 
8.30pm Antz (PG) 6.45pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S (01273-602503) 
Two Girls and a Guy (18) 2.45pm. 
7pm Hideous Kinky (15) 4.45pm. 
9pm La Dolce Vita (18) II. 15pm 

BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) 
Hideous Kinky (1 5) 6pm. 8.30pm 
Pecker (18) 6.05pm. 8.20pm 


CAMBRIDGE 
ARTS CINEMA 
Classe de NeJge (Class Trip) 

1 pm, 7pm Kdeous Kinky (15) 3pm. 
9.1 5pm The Opposite of Sex (1 8) 
5pm Hana-Bi (18) 11.30pm 


(01223-504444 
(Class Trip) (NC) 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666} Pecker (1 8) 6.1 5pm. 8pm 
1b Have and Have Not (PG) 7.30pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Star Trek: Insurrection 
(PG) 6pm Enemy of the State (15) 
8.45pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Funny Games (18) 5.45pm Hal- 
loween: H20 (18) 1 1 -15pm Uttle 
Moke (15) 8.15pm 

Cinema 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BRIGHTON 

ABC EAST STREET (01273- 
327010): A Bug’s Ufe (U): How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back (1 5); 
The Parent Trap (PG); Shake- 
speare in Love (1 5) 

ODEON (08705-050007); A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Uttle Voice (15): The Op- 
posite of Sex (1 8): Practical Mag- 
ic (12): The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Shakespeare hi Love (15); Step- 
mom (12) 


SURREY QUAYS 
UCI (0990 888990) B- Surrey 
Guays Antz 1.50pm Babe: Pig in 
The City 2pm A Bug's Life 1.1 5pm, 
2.10pm, 3.40pm. 4.30pm, 6pm. 
7pm. 8.20pm. 1 1 pm Enemy of the 
State 9.20pm Hideous Kinky 
1.45pm, 4.45pm, 7.15pm. 9.45pm. 
12midnight How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.40pm 
Little Voice 4.50pm, 7pm, 9. 15pm 
The Opposite of Sex 4.15pm. 
6 50pm. 9.10pm, II. 20pm The 
Parent Trap 2.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 30pm Rush Hour 1 1 ,50pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1.30pm. 
4.1Spm. 7pm. 9.40pm Stepmom 

I. 15pm. 4pm, 6.45pm. 9.25pm 
Very Bad Things 5pm. 7.30prn. 
10pm 

SUTTON 

ua 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
ton/O- Morden A Bug’s Life 
4.45pm. 6pm. 7 pm. 8.30pm. 11pm 
Enemy of the State 9.30pm. 
12 midnight Uttle Voice 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. 7.30pm. 9.15pm. 11.15pm 
Practical Marie 7. 1 0pm Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan 4.30pm 5hakespeare In 
Love 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.45pm. 

II. 30pm Star Tfefc: Insurrection 
4.30pm Stepmom 3.15pm. 
6. 1 5pm, 9pm, 1 1 .45pm Very Bad 
Things 9.45pm. 12.15am 

TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) €> 
Turnpike Lane A Bug’s Ufe 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.40pm Uttle Voice 
4.15pm. 6.25pm, 8.45pm Very 
Bad Things 3.55pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) & 
Uxbridge A Bug’s Ufe 2pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm, 9.45pm Stepmom 
1.20pm. 4pm. 6.35pm. 9.15pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) «■ Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug's Life 1 .40pm, 
4pm. 6.20pm. 8.35pm Uttle Voice 
1 .30pm, 4. 1 0pm, 6.20pm. 8.30pm 
Very Bad Things 1 .25pm. 3.55pm. 
6.05pm. 8.35pm 


VIRGIN (0541-555145): Antz (PG); 
Babe: Pig In the City (U); A Bug’s 
Ufe (U): Enemy of the State (1 5): 
Uttle Voice (1 5); The Mask of 23or- 
r© (PG); Meet Joe Black (12): The 
Parent hap (PG); Practical Magic 
(12); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Shakespeare in Lowe (1 5): Small 
Soldiers (PG); Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG); Stepmom (12); Very 
Bad Things (18) 

NORWICH 

ABC (0541-560567); Antz (PG): 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): A Bug's 
Ufe (U): Hideous Kinky (1 5); The 
Jackal (1 8): Uttle Voice (1 5); The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Shakespeare 
in Love (15): Small Soldiers (PG); 
Very Bad Things (18) 

ODEON (08705-050007); A Bug's 
Ufe (U); Enemy of the State (1 5); 
Mulan (U); The Parent Trap (PG); 
Practical Magic (1 2): Small SokBers 
(PG): Stepmom (1 2) 

SWINDON 

CfNEWORLD (01 793-420710): The 
Adventures of Pinocchio (U); Antz 
(PG); Babe: Pig in the City (U): A 
Bug’s Life (U); Enemy of the 
State (15): Hum Aapke Dll Mein 
Rente Ham (U); Little Voice (15); 
The Mask of Zono (PG); Meet Joe 

Black (12); Mehndl (PG): Les Mls- 
erables (12); Mrs DoubcHre (PG): 
The Opposite of Sex (1 8); The par- 
ent Trap (PG); Practical Magic (12); 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Shake- 
speare In Love (15); The Siege (15); 
Star Trek; Insurrection (PG); Step- 
mom (12): Very Bad Things (IB) 

VIRGIN (054 1 -5551 34); Babe: Pig 
in the Gty (U): A Bug's Ufe (U), 
China Gate (NC): Enemy or the 
State (15): Uttle Vbfoe (15): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): The Parent 
Trap (PG): Practical Magic (1 2): The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Small SokSera 
(PG); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG): 
Stepmom (12); Very Sad Things 
(18) 


Theatre 

west End 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week: 
running times indude intervals. • 
—Seats at aO prices » — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — (1 (: 5un r [3J: Tue. (4J: 
wed. £5): Thur, (61: f=ri. £7): Sat 

• ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars fe- 
tidly Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 71 -494 5065) ^ Pkc Qrc. Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. [5117] 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50 £1 2.50-El 7.50 (restricted 
views). 130 mins. 

I AMADEUS David Suchet stare as 
Salieri in feta- Shafer’s acriaimeri 
drama based on the life of Mozart 
Old Vic The Cut. SE1 (0171-928 
76164x420 0000) BRf© Vtoarioo. 
Mon-Sat 730pm. ]4][7I 2.30pm, 
E7.50-E30. 180 mins. 

I ANNIE Bags to tidies story of the 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street. 5W1 (0171-834 
1317) BR/G- Victoria. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. (41(71 2.30pm. MI 4pm. 
E7.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 

> ART Tom Mann kin Danny Webb, 
Gary Olsen inYasmixm Reza’s com- 
edy about art and friendship. Wyn- 
dham’s Charing Crass Road, WC2 
(0171-369 1 736/cc 867 1111) e 
LefcSq. Tue-Sat 8pm, (4) 3pm, (7JI1 1 
5pm. £9.50- £27.50. 90 mins: 

» BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Disney's 
cartoon version of the favourite fairy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road, W1 (0171-656 1 888} G-Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 141(7] 
2.30pm. £1 8.50-E35. ISO mins. 

I BLOOD BROTH HIS Willy Rus- 
seQ’s long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (0171-369 1 733) 
■©■ Leic Sq/tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (5J 3pm, (7J 4pm, £1 1.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

* BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief lifie of Baddy HoQy. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) 6 Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Pri 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm St 8.30pm. mats 
(1) 4pm. £10-£27. half price Friday 
matinees. 1 60 mins. 

•CATS Lkryd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TSEEofs poems. New Lon- 
don Parka Street, WC2 (01 7 1 -405 
0072/cc 404 4079) G- Covent Gar- 
den/Hoibom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
|3)[7| 3pm. £12.50-£35. 165 mins. 

O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star In this hit Bread- 
way musical about two murderous 
wwim ami Hiwrii(g|iffl iili aiV 4deh 
phi Maiden Lane, WC2 (0171-344 
0055) -• Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
(4j(7] 3pm. E16-E36 (Inc booking 
fee). 130 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast- forwar d s through 37 
pfays. Criterion PictarfUy Gnus. W 1 
(01 71 -369 1 747) « Pkx Grc. Wed- 
Sat 8pm. [5] 3pm, [7| 5pm. [1) 4pm. 
E6-E25, Thur mats - all seats £10. 
120 mins. 

ICOPBiHAGBi New drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Catherine 
Street. WC2 (01 71-494 5075fcc 344 
4444) ■©■ Covenc Garden. Mon-Sat 
7 JOpm. [5] (7] 2.30pm. E15-E30. 
145 miris. 

» DR DOLTTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Poppets. London ApoDo Ham- 
ma sin tth Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(0171-416 6022) Hammer- 
smith. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4J(71 
JOpm. E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

I THE GLORY OFLIVING Drama 
set amongst the trailer parks of 
southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca ffilman- Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street, WC2 (0171-565 5000) 
|Hjeic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. £1 0. cones 

•GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) «■ 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
141(7) 3pm. £10-£30. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher CazeDOve and Susannah %rk 
in fetor Haifa awlainf ii 
erf Wilde's comedy lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. W1 (0171-494 5045) e 
Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (4) 
3pm. (7) 4pm. £8.50-£29.50. 165 
mins. 

•AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dabby's wirb^y-acdalmed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's tfariBec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WO (01 7 1 -494 
5085) ■©■ Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8. 1 5pm. [4] 2.30pm, (7) 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 


• LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo’s 
sprawCng isth century masterpiece. 
Palace Shaftesbury Avenue, W1 
(01 71 -434 0909) -BPire Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7 JOpm. (5) (7) 2.30pm. £7-£35. 
195 mins. 

» MBS SAIGON Musical which re- 
acts the Madam Buttery tragedy to 
Vietnam, Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WQ (01 71 - 

494 5060) -• Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (41(7] 3pm. £5.75*35. 
165 mins. 

» THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit which just 
keeps on running. St Martin’s West 
Street WQ (01 71-836 1443) Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, (3) 2.45pm. (71 
5pm. £10-£24.50. 135 mins. 

• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Upman 
stars in the National's aodatmed pro- 
duetto trf Rodgers and Hammer 
stein’s cowboy versus farmhand 

mn s fra L Lyceum Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0870-606 3446AX 606 6446) 
■•Charing X/Embankmenr. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, [4J(7] 2.30pm. ends 26 
June. £1 0-E35. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Uoyri Webber's 
Gothic mnsical . Her Majesty’s Hay- 
markec. SW1 (0177-494 540Q/cc 
344 4444) O Ptcc Ore Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [41(71 3pm. £10-£35. 150 
mins. 

• RH«T MuskaJ-inspired by La Bo- 
heme and set in modem day New 
%rfc Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-2 1 1 22 ])«■ Hol- 
born/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4)(7) 3pm. £12.50-£32J0. 160 

. mins. 

• RICHARD H Robert Lindsay stas 
as the historical vflam. Savoy Strand. 
WQ (0171-836 888fVtc 836 0479) 
O Charing X/Embankrnent. Mon-Set 
7.30pm, J7) 2.30pm, £10-£27.50. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
•OLIVIER: Parer Pan Stephen Otiv- 
er’s music accompanies tbe tale of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grew Up, 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller. In rep. tonight 7.15pm, ends 
20 Feb. 

NT2OO0"- Journey’s End Sam West 
reads from Sheriff's anguished pat- 
trayal of life m tbe tremmes! Tonight 
6pm. 

• LYTTELTON: Betrayal Pinter’s 
defining work depicts a menage a 
trois and stars Imogen Stabbs and 
Douglas Hodge. In rep. tonight 
7.30pm. ends 7 Apr. 90 mins. 

• COTTESLOE: The Riot Nick 
Darke's drama from Kneehigh The- 
atre. tn rep. tonight 7 ,30pm. Olivi- 
er & Lyttelton: £8-£27. Cottesloe: 
£12-£18. NT2000: £4. cones £3. 
Day seats from 1 0am. South Bank. 
SE1 (0171-452 3000). -B/BR: Wa- 
terloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMttNY 

• THE BARBICAN: The Tempest 
Adrian Noble directs Shakespeare’s 
desert island fantasy, tri rep, tonight 
7.15pm. 165 mins. 

•THE PTE Shadows: Riders To The 
Sea A The Shadow of The Glen A 
Purgatory Iriple-bil] of drama by WB 
Yeats and JM Synge. In rep. tonight 
7.15pm. ends 27 Mar. Barbican The- 
atre: E5-£27. The Pit: £1 1 -£18.50. 
8arbican Centre. EC2 (0171-638 
8891). 

• TALK OT THE CITY Stephen Po- 
liakoff’s drama explores media con- 
trol in the early days of TV and radio. 

In rep. coright 7.1 5pm. Ybung Vic 
£T4-£20. The Cut. SE1 (0171-928 
6363} e/BR: Waterloo. £1 4-£20. 

□ SATURDAY NIGHT FEV ER Hit 
197Ds m uriral fc atnrin g legendary 
songs phis three new tracks by the 
Bee Gas and starring Adam Garcia. 
London feOadfcanAigyfl Street W1 
(01 71 -494 5020) « Oxford Circus. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [41(7) 2J0pm. 
E10-E32J0. 135 mins. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roDerinusi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BIVO Vic- 
toria. Moo-Sat 7.45pm, "(31(71 3pm, 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 

•THESTI&ETOF CROCODILES 
Bruno Scuttz’S short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre oe-Cum- 
plidte's accfaimed and absurdist 
drama. Queen's Shaftesbury Auome. 
W1 (0171-494 5040/cc 344 4444} 

« Picc Gnc. Tue-Sat 8pm, (7) 3pm, 

(1 ] 5pm. ends 20 Feb. £6-£25. 

• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version of Maxim Gorky*! 
tale of a matriarch and her down- 
trodden family. Albery St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1 730) OLe- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 7 JOpm, (51(7) 3pm. 
ends 27 Mar. £5- £2 9.50. 

• THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examine! 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
Ybrtc’s) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) &L* Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4]m 
3.30pm. £5- £2 5. 90 mins. 


FIRST CALL. LAST CALL 


THEIR U96 HEF The Rhreriwat Song^, » now wdl 
eatabfishet) as fce waffi-wi tfaame fa Ftidap. Sat 
0«aaCofcHffScWs7i^baTC3iscK3«tiitea^toPatil 
WeBert last twoafixgns, stqipofte dOaafe and had three 
farther hft afixms of their own. & W& have beat a 

finally esfebCsbed Snnselves as a xaajot sat^cal force,. 
and have a striagof UK tour dates for 1998. - 
Hertfbrd Leisure Centre, 2 Apr; Oosis Leiswre Centre, 
Swindon & Apt; Mecca Ballroom, J&odkpool .l 3 Apr, 
Ccdrd HaB, DuPdeel Map; ticket koQmeJrilS-912 9224 


RARELY SEEN togtther on the stagerreaWBfehurfiaiid 
and wife PmnpJta Schies and Tnnottylfest star in The 
Birthday Pafy a* Safidxny H^house. Vfe& (fistmts 
the trauQniffily of a boanSng house ran by Scales and 
stage hasbaod Steyexi Facey when Jie gatecrashes the 
latter^ birthday. Cog&oPtaticgi)xixtapoaed with tramriane 
dcanestkafy serves te rab tensions raw ia fes elassic 
Pinter drama, directed by the fdaywrig^ht's former 
assistant Joe Hartnsfeon. 

St&sburylHaphause, SaJisbury, TfObkxre f02 722 320333) 
to 6 Mar 



theatre I Exhibitions Classical 


COUNTRYWIDE 

BRIGHTON 
THEATRE ROYAL Guards! Guards! 
Terry Pratchett’s novel adapted for 
tbe stage. NVon-Thur 7.45pm, Fri & 
Sat 5pm 6 8pm. ends 6 Feb. £7J0- 
£1 4J0. cones available Bond Street 
(01273-328488) 

CAMBRIDGE 
CAMBRIDGE DRAMA CENTRE A 
Lovely Sunday for Crewe Coeur 
Odd-ball comedy about thirtysome- 
tfaing women, fron Graeae Theatre. 
Tonight 9pm. £7.50. cones £5 
Covent Garden (01223-322748) 

CHELTENHAM 
EVBtVMAN THEATRE Black Dah&a 

ChillmgKychofodcaithriDerhL 
author of LA Confidential. Contains 
shocking scenes. Tue-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 
8pm, ends 6 Feb. £5.50-£15 Regent 
Street (01242-572573) 

CHICHESTER 
CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Abigail's Party Steven Finder 
(Brookside's Max Fhrnham) stars in 
Mike Leigh's comedy. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm, 
ends 6 Feb. £6. SO- £21 Oaklands 
Park (01243-781312) 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Potter (1900- 
1981] Retrospective of fte attisfs 
largely figurative printings. Mon. Tue 
& Thur-Sat lOam-Spm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm, ends 28 Mar. free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 

BRUTON 

BRUTON GALLERY Forming the 
Figure Including wories by Rodm and 
Henry Moore. Mon-Fri 10am-1pm6 
2pm-5pm. ends 20 Mat; free. Stock- 
meQ House. Bruton High Street 
(Ot 749-8 12205) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZWILL1AM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Wldstler; Fantm-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhfiritioa of drawing and joints est- 

oftfe'^iree artists- 7ue*Sat 
5pm. Sun 2.15pm-5pm, ends 14 
Feb. free. Trumplngton Street 
(01223-332900) 


NORTHCOTT THEATRE Persuasion 
Adaptation of Jane Austen's last 
novel Mon-Fri 7.30pm. Sat 8pm. 
ends 6 Feb. E7-ET5. cones available 
Stocker Road (01392-493493) 

MAUfERN 
MAU/ERN FESTIVAL THEATRE The 
Gfei Game Frith Banbury (Sreds Joss 
AcktandandDorotfy'IlraiiDthissen- 
jjUjp aTvlfiinrn .i1i ^ina t rkirh cvfifr pc 

around a lengthy game of Gin Rum- 
hql Mon-Sat 8pm, mat Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 6 Feb. £1 0-£1 4. cones available 
Grange Rbad (01684-892277) 

NORWICH 
MADDERMARKET THEATRE 
Woman in Mind One of Ayckbourn's 
blacker comedies about a woman 

who faifliiradritwan nK after hring hit 

on the bead by a garden rake. Mon- 
Sac 7 JOpm. ends 6 Feb. E4-£6.50 
St Johns Alley (01 603-62091 7] 

THEATRE ROYAL Sleuth Peter 
Bowies and Michael Maloney star in 
Anthony Shaffer’s ingenious and in- 
vmtive thriOec Man-Sat 7 JOpm, 
mat Wed 2.30pm. ends 6 Feb. £3- 
£15.50. cones available Theatre 
Street (01603-630000) 

OXFORD 
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Making 
Noise Quiedy Robert Holman’s se- 
ries of short pieces depicting en- 
counters between strangers eq the 
shadow of war Tonight 8pm. ends 1 3 
Feb. E6-E13 Beaumont Street 
(01865-798600) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE And Then 
There Were None Agatha Christie's 
whodunnit set in a Voneiy house on 
a remote island Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
mac Wed 230pm, ends 6 Feb. 
£7. 50-El 1.50 Kinsland Road 
(01202-685222) 

READING 
THE MEL AT SONMNG TWO Dozen 
Red Roses Comic kive story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm, 
mat Sat 2.15pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£21 .95-£32.95 IncI dinner Sonning 
Eye (0118-969 8000) 


O INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based oo fairytales. Donmar Ware- 
house EarBiam Street. WC2 (01 71 - 
369 1732) 6 Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (41(7) 2.30pm. 
E15-E27.50. 

•THE INVBWTION OFLOVE Tbm 
Stoppard’s play about tbe life of po- 
et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire had. Theatre Royal, 
Haymarket Haymarhec. SW1 (0171- 
930 8800) G Pfoc Ore. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. [4)[7J 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 

•JESUS, MY BOY Ham Conti stars 
in John Dowie’s alternative Christ- 
mas show Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. W1 (01 71-494 5070) ^-Pkx 
Grc. Tue-Fri 8pm, Sac 5pm & 8pm. 
[1( 3pm. ends 6 Feb. E5J0-E1830. 

• kafkws dick Eric Sfykes and 
J m?a Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- 
nett’s comedy about the moribund 
writer: PksacSny Denman Street. W1 
(0171 -369 1 734) -G Rcc Grc. In rep. 
tonight 8pm. ends 26 Feb, £1 2-E30. 

O UTTLE MALCOLM AND US 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregorstareas the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
liwelTs drama. Comedy Pan ton 
Street. SW1 (0171-369 1731} « 
Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 8pm. (5J[7] 
3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7-07.50. 


» LORD OF THE FLIES Stage va - - 
siotiofWilliam Golding’s dassc tale 
of schoolboys firing on a deserted is- 
land. lyric Hammersmith King 
Street. W6 (0181-741 2311) e 
Hammersmith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
ends 6 Feb. E5-ET6. 

I THE MEMORY OF HWATER Ali- 
sonSteafovn and Julia SawaliaNar 
in this touching cranedy about t hr ee 
sisters returning home for their 
mother’s fimeraL Vhudevffle Strand. 
WC2 (0171-836 9987) BlVQOwr- 
^X. Mon-SatSpm. [ 5 ) 17 ] 3 pm. £ 8 - 


» WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein’s classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of tbe original Broadway UL 
Prince of Wales Coventry Street. W1 
(0171-839 5972) Leic Sq/PIcc 
Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5117) 3pm. 
£1 8.50-E35. 160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

LJoyd Webber’s new musical based 
cm the film of tbe same name about 
tiro children wfao mistake an escaped 
convict for Jesus. Aldwych Ald- 
wych. WC2 (0171-416 6000/cc 
836 2428) «■ Hofoom. Morv-Sat 
7.45pm. [5|(7] 3pm. E10-E32.50. 
1 20 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Stage 
version of Susan Hill's chflUngfy ef- 
fective ghost story. Fortune Russell 
Street. WC2 (0171 -836 22387a 344 
4444) «■ Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
8pm, (31 3pm. [7( 4pm. £8.50- 
£23.50. 1 TO mins. 


Theatre 

Beyond the west End 

almhda THEOTtE Certain Tburtg 
Men Peter Gill's comedy of co2 
temporary maimers looks at the 
sesualfiy and the modem man. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. mat Sat 3pm. ends 20 
Feb. £9.50>£ 19.50. cones avail- 
able. Almeida Street. N1 (0171-359 
4404) O- Angel. 

*ONG^ HEAD, ISLINGTON The 
Vagina Monologues Eve Easier 
performs her own aclaimed o£f- 
Broadw^yhiL TueGat 8pm. mao Sat 
& Sun 3.30pm. ends 6 Mac £1 2-£1 3. 
Upper Street, NT (0171-2261916) 
■©■ Angd/Highbury & Islington. 

TRKVOE THEATRE The Colour of 
Justice DramatisatiivurftiMj StephBn 
Lawrence case. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 
4pm 6 8pm, mat Wed 2pm. ends 
6 Feb. £8-£l3.50. cones available. • 
KDbum hfigh (toad. NW6 (01 71 -328 
1000) G^Kilbum. 


SALISBURY 
SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Blithe 
Spirit Noel Coward’s comedy about 
a man haunted by the spirit of hi! 
dead wife. Moo-Wed 7.30pm. Thur- 
Sat 8pm. ends 13 Feb. £9-£15 Mad- 
house Lane (01 722-320333) 

STEVENAGE 
GORDON CRAIG THEATRE On 
the Razzle TVxn Stoppard’s farce te 
set In 1850’s Vienna. Last perf. 
tonight 7.45pm. £1 0.50-El 2.50. 
cones available lytton Way (01438^ 
766866) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian MitcheB’s ad ap t atio n of the (3 
Lewis Narnia classic. Tonight 
7.15pm, ends 27 Feb. £5-£30 Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE A Month In tbe 
Country Brian feiei’s adaptation of 
Ttagenev's portrait of all-consuming 
sexual desire. Michael Attenbor- 
ough (Sreds. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 
20 Feb. E5-E30 

WATFORD 
RALACE THEATRE Darkness Falls 
Double bill of qmuttff d rama from 
Jonathan Holloway. Mon-Thur 
7.45pm. Fri & Sat 8pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£4-t15.75 Clarendon Road (01923- 
225671} 

WESTCLIFKON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE 
.Women on the Verge oF HOT Two 
fartysomethingwomen &cnss their 
situation in life. Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 
20 Feb. £5,50-£14.50. cones avail- 
able London Road (01 702-342564} 

WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Motive Kate 
O'Hara and Cfive Mantle star in this 
murder mystery winch, unlike tbe av- 
erage whodunnit, lacks a motive. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Thur 2.30pm. 
Sat 4.45pm, ends 6 Ffib. £6-£25. 
cones available Thames Street 
(01753-853888) 


FFOTOGALLERY Josef Koudefka 
Photographic images in a major ex- 
hibition spread across four galleries. 
Tue-Sat 10am-5.30pm. ends 14 
Feb. Free. Charles Street (01222- 
341667) 

LONDON 
BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View 
More than 200 images man sub-Sara- 
han Africa. 

Picasso and Photography: The 
Dark Mkror More than 300 works ex- 
plore the Spanish master’s rehhkm- 
shipuith photography Mon, Thur-Sat 
1 0am-6.45pm. Tue 10am-5.45pm. 
Wed 10am-7.45pm. Sun 12noon- 
6.45pm. ends 29 Mar £6. cones £4. 
from Mon-Fri £3 after 5pm. Silk 
Street. EC2 (017T-6384I41)«Bar- 
bican/Moorgate. 

DESIGN MUSEUM Modern 
Britain 1927-1939 Astudy on the 
important period after the Great 
War including the work of Francis 
Bacon, Paul Nash and Barbara 
Hepworth. Mon-Sun 1 1 .30am- 
6pm. ends 1 8 Jul. £5.25. cones £4 
(to museum). Shad Thames. SE1 
(0171-378 6055) -G Tower 
HHVDLR: Tower Gateway. 

NATIONAL GALLERY In the Light 
of Fro Angelico: Zanobi Strozzi 
Study exhibitusi ezptaringtfae paint- 
ings of the 15th-century artist Ends 
7 Mar, fre e. 

fertralts by Ingres Mapor edifoitlon 
rfpamtm^aiMtkawings by the 19th- 
century French artist Mon St Tue. 
Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. Wed 10am- 
10pm. ends 25 Apr. £6. cones £4. 
Wed 7pm-10pm £4. Trafalgar 
Square. WC2 (0171-747 2885) ^ 
Charing Cross. Leicester Square. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
M onet si the 20th Century Eighty 
pai nting ! made in the 28 years after 
1900. Mon-Thur. Sun 9am-6pm. Fri 
& Sat 9am- 10pm, ends 18 Apr. £9. 
cones £6. child (12-18) £3. child 
(8-H) £1.50. Burlington House. 
Piccadilly, W1 (0171-4131717)^ 
Green ferfoPkxadilly Circus. 

TATE GALLERY Rirner in the Alps 
Works on paper made on Turner’s 
first Alpine trip fa 1802. Ends 14 Feb. 
In Celebration: The Art of Che 
Country House Paintings and 
sculpture, including work by 
Ca naletto , Stubbs and Holbein. 
Mon-Sun 10arn-5.50pm. ends 28 
Feb. free. kWtoank, SW1 (0171-887 
8000) -G Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Picasso's Ladles: Wendy Ramshaw 
Predous-metai jewellery. Ends 15 
Feb. 

Elsewhere - Photographs from the 
Americas and Asia: Henri Cartier- 
Bresson Lesserknown subjects fiy 
tbe 90 year-okl photographer Ends 
12 Apr. 

Sliver and Syrup: A Selection 
From the Collection Work by lead- 
ing photographers throughout his- 
tory. Mon-Sun 1 0am -5. 4 5pm, ends 
31 Jul. £5, cones £3. under 
1 8sAJB4Q/disabIettoTiems/after 
4.30pm free. Cromwell Road, SW7 
(0171-938 8441) -e South Kens- 
ington. 

OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Chinese 
SUks Brightly coloured 18th and 
19th century hangings. Ends 28 
Feb. 

Nineteenth Century French Draw- 
ings Recent acguteittoxis alongside 
familiar drawing Ends 28 Feb. 
The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating from tfiie 16th to tbe eaitySOth 
century Tue-Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 
2pm-4pm. ends 21 Mar. free. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 

STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1998-9: fei Uie i ship s and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics from the 
second half of the century 
Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture finking St Ives 
with Montserrat fa the West Zndies, 
the artist's birthplace. Mon-Sat 
1 1am-7pm, Sun 1 lam-5 pm, aids 1 1 
Apr. £3.50. cones £2, Forth meor 
Beach (01736-796226) 


LONDON 

MAY FAIR THEATRE Eva Meier Pre- 
war German cabaret songs by We IIL 
Eider and others. Tonight 8pm. 
£15 & £20. Stratton Street. Wl 
(01604-233082) e Green Park. 

W1GMORE HALL Paul Nicholson 
Tbe harpekhordtetfaxecital. Tonight 
7.30pm. £5-£1 1. Wigmore Street. 
Wl (0171-935 2141) & Bond 
Street/Oxford Circus. 

PORTSMOUTH 

THE GUILDHALL Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra/Bakels 
Beethoven’s 4tb Kano Concerto wilh 
Prokofiev's 4th Symphoqy. Tonight 
7.30pm. £5. 50-El 9. GufldfuH Square 
(01705-824355) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
TURNER SIMS CONCERT HALL. 
SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSITY 
Vlacflmlr Ashkenazy The virtuoso in 
a rare solo recitaL Tonight 8pm. £20, 
cones £1 8. Unweraity Road (01 703- 
595151) 


Dance 


BATH 

USTINOV STUDIO AT THE THE- 
ATRE ROYAL The Lost Child Sec- 
ond part of the David Glass Bracmble 
trilogy based on Lewis CarroG's 
Through the Looking Class. Tonight 
7.45pm. £8.50. Sowclose (01225- 
448844/cc 448861) 

LONDON 

SADLER’S WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pena Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa dcana 
Ttbriddassfiamcnco dance, song and 
guitar. Tue-Sat 8pm. mar Sac. Sun 
3pm. ends 7 Mar. £7.S0-E27.50. 
Portugal Street. WC2 (0171-863 
8222) ■©■ HofoorrVTemple. 

PURCELL ROOM Bade jo Arts: 
Pain or Aspirations Celebration of 
the indiv&uaOty and resilience of 
Black Britain. Tonight 8pm. £10. 
cones £8. South Bank. SE1 (0171- 
960 4242) BR/e Waterloo. 

SADLER’S WELLS Birmingham 
Royal Ballet: Edward n Violence 
ana bebqyal againsta background of 
refigknis fervour; choreographed by 
David Bintiey. Tonight 7.30pm. 
E7.50-E40. Rosebery Avenue. EC1 
(01 71 -863 8000) -O Angel. 


EVENTS 


BRIGHTON 

CREATIVE STITCHES AND PAS- 
TIMES Everything for Ihe m.tffiecraft 
enthusiast. Brighton Centre Kings 
Rood (0870-91X1 9100) Ends 7 
Feb, phone for details. 

LONDON 

INDEPENDENT TRAVELLER'S 
WORLD ’99 taformatioa and advice 
on aO aspects of travelling, including 
traiLsport accommotfotion and wvk- 
ing abroad. London Arena Lime- 
naroour, tele of Oogs E 1 4 (0 1 7 1 -538 
1212) DLR. Cross Harbour. Ends 7 
Feb, adv £5. £6 

FESTIVAL OF AUDIO AND VISU- 
AL ARTS 1 ’tiin tings and sculpture, 
op e ra , cabaret and |0zz. rahangmon- 
ey for the E^issagc Houa* Appeal and 
the Greater Loudon Rind fur the 
Blind. May Fair Inter-Continental 
Stratton Street Wl (01604-233082) 
O Green Park. Ends 6 Feb. phone 
for details. 

LITERACY IN FOCUS Book exhibi- 
tion with a full programme of semi- 
nars, showcasing the books and 
materials to support schools 1 litera- 
cy programmes. Olympia 2 Ham- 
mersmith Road Wl 4 (0171-335 
1200)«yE.*teCourtT)tynipu. 10am- 
5pm. ends 5 Feb. free. 


MUSIC 


POP 


Literature 


NE W MIL TON 

WRITERS LIVE! Romantic novelist 
and crime writer Angela Arney joins 
travel writer and poet Paul Hylkand 
to talk sbotff their use of^ different gen- 
res. Forest Aits Centre Old Milton 
feed (01425-612393) Tonight 8pm. 


Comedy 


BRIGHTON ' 

TOMMY TISTNAN AND JASON 
BYRNE AT KOMEDIA Irish come- 
dy double bolL Tonight 1 0pm. Gard- 
ner Street (01273-277772) £8.50, 
cones £7. 

BRISTOL 

STAND UP AND BOOGIE AT 
JESTERS COMEDY CLUB Brendan 
Rfley Jo Enright, George Egg plus 
one other TBC. Tonight 8pm. Chel- 
tenham Road (0117-909 6655) 
£7.50: cones £6.50. 

LONDON 

STEVE RAWUNGS IS LIVE AND 
UNST ABLE AT LEWISHAM THE- 
ATRE Stand-4 rp j uggHng nuH rato rt 
madness. Tonight 8pm. Rushev 
Green, SE6 (0181-690 0002) BR: 
CatfbrtVCatfotd Bridge. £7. cones £5. 

BACKYARD COMEDY CLUB Donna 
McPhafl, Ben Norris. Jo Caulfield. 
MC Lee Hurst Tbnlght 8.30pm, 
Cambridge Heath Road. E2 (01 71- 
739 3122} G- Bethnal Green, E10, 
cones £7. 

SEVENOAKS 

AL MURRAY THE PUB LAND- 
LORD - LATE LOCK-IN *99 AT STAG 
THEATRE The triple Perrier nomi- 
nee pours forth. Tonight 8pm. Lon- 
don Road (07 732-450 175) £11. 


BRIGHTON 

THE FAMILY WAY Kitsch crooning 
and indie jangle. The Core Club at 
The Brighton Charter Hotel Kings 
Road 101273-326848) Tonight 
10pm. £3-£3.50. 

BRISTOL 

CHA CHA COHEN Jacqui Dulaijy 
fronts a sassy transatlantic indie 
vehicle. The ‘Louisiana Wapping 
Road (0117-926 5978) Tonight 
8pm, phone for prices. 

CAR DPT 

ROBBIE WILLIAMS. THE DIVINE 
COMEDY THE SUPERNATURALS 
Tom Jones stagecraft and Bond- 
movie pizazz from the post-bqyband 
entertainer. Cardiff international 
Arena Mary Ann Street. Bute town 
(01222-224488) Tonight 7.30pm, 
£18.50. 

CHATHAM 

SU2J QU ATRO . ALVIN STARDUST, 
THE RUBETTB lriple-decker 1970s 
nostalgia tour Central Theatre High 
Street (01634-403868) 6pm St 
9pm. phone for prices. 

LONDON 

LAURYN HILL Hie fegees singer 
showcases her gold solo afoum. The 
Miseducatian o/Lauryn HQL Bre- 
con Academy Stockwell Road SW9 
(0171-771 2000) O/BR: Brixton. 
Tonight 7pm. £17.50. 

HEATHER NOVA, NAOMI Bermu- 
dan singer-songwriter in the 
Tbri Amos and Sheryl Crow idiom. ' 
University of London Union Malet 
Street WC1 (0171-664 2030) 
•G Goodge Street. Tonight 8pm. 
£8.50. 


Music 

Jazz, World, Folk 


CLUBS 


BRISTOL 

KUNG FU AT THHOA Breaks and 


and Dave Sroeatoa. Tonight 1 0pm- 
4am, £7, cones £6. The east Mud 
2S.?rwe (01 1 7-929 3307/cc 

3 / h 1 709) 

LONDON 

WWTRRZ AT THE COMPLEX 
Bntpop ami indie In the main room 


WKHVERHAMPTON 
WOUIBWAMPTON ART GALU3TY 
Ksasters of Whr CaDot, Goya, W* 
Selections from three artiste’ war 
etchings. Mon-Sat lOam-Spm. ends 
20 Mar, free. UchneJd Street (01 902- 
552055) 


and thar friends. Tonight 

J rt °P-, n ?iS?’,f arWie,d Street. N1 
(0171-288 1986). ES, E6 w/Hyer. 

£5 before 11pm. 

Keith, Abbey and Aiteh B (Soul n 

SouD spin add jazz, Afro-Latin. sou] 
andhip hop. tonight lOpm-3J0am 
Leicester Square. WC2 (0171-738 
6527) « Leicester Squa^efflctaS 
ly Circus, £5. £3 before 10.30pm. 


BATH 

NOUVELLE CUISINE Austrian avant 
jazz from Christoph Cedi and Chris- 
tian Muhlbacfaen University Hall 
Clwerton Down (01225-463362AX 
826777) Tonight 7.30pm. £8. cones 
£6.40. 

BRISTOL 

GILLIAN WELCH AND DAVID 
RAWLINGS Foik-country duo show- 
case their acclaimed album, tfcfl 
Among The Vcartings. Hen & Chick- 
en Pi* Theatre North Street (0117- 
9537735) Tonight 8pm. £9. 

CAMBRIDGE 

JASON REBBIO TRIO Eclectic con- 
temporary pianist Kettle’s Yard 
Castle Street (01223-352124) 
tought 8pm. £12, mans fir cones 

LONDON 

GRU PO FOLIA Samba and more 
frmn percussimiist Bosco d'Oiivdra. 

Halls Lev Road SE3 

£1 SIJRSI 00 * BR - 

Tonight 8.30pm. El 2, cones £ 10 . 

NILS LANOGREN PUNK UNIT Star 
Swedi s h fii ri k and tuafan quartet. Piz- 

Court Road. Tonight 9pm. £15. 

* CROWD Attorfy cabaret 
SSH ***** Ho^ge. Pizza on 
^ferk SWl (01 7 1 - 

T ■ ^ Path Corner. 

e?8ady 9 ' 15pm 41 n ' 15pm - 

CB ? AR Wauton vetrean Ttatan 
^eobop pianist, Ronnie Scott’s Frith 

2lXc2!«J D,7, ’* S9 07tt7) 

gwnising 14-pleee orchraira. tS 
ferk. Tonight 8pm. £6. cones £4. 
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RADIO 1 

(97B-93SMHz FM ) 

Simon Maya 
12-00 Kevin Greening 2x00 Mark 
Radciffa 4JH) Chris Moylea 5^5 
NawsbeaL &00 Pete Tonofc Essen- 
tial Selection. 9UK> Judge Jutes, 
ttoo Westwood - Radio 1 Rap 
Show £00 FaWo and Grooverider 
4JOO - 700 Emma B. 

RADIO 2 

(B8-902MHzFM) 

600 Alex Lester. 7.30 Vfei® Up to 
Wbgan. 900 Ken Bruce. t2O0 
Jimmy Young 200 Ed Stewart 

505 Sean Hughes. 700 Morley at 

the Musicals See Pick of the Day 
700 Friday Night Is Music Night 
945 Frankenstein. 9 l 30 Listen to 
*a Band 1000 David Jacobs. 
tLDO Believe It or Not See Pick of 
the Day 1200 Lym Parsons. 400 - 
600 Lata Shanma. 

RADIO 3 

(90JM2.4MHZ FM ) 

600 On Air. 

900 Masterworks. 

10L30 Artist of the Week. 
flOO Sound Stories. 

1200 Composer erf the Week: Liszt 
1O0 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert 

200 The ESC Orchestras. 

400 Music Restored 
4*45 Music MachteaAlready pop 
music in the 1990s has recreated the 

sound and fashions of the 1960s, 70s 
and 60s. But where is the new 
sound of the nineties? Many com- 
mentators are angry at the waves of 
nostalgia but stfl recognise that the 
1990s has been an inportant 
decade for pop Tommy Rearson 
talks to Caitfin Moran and Cofin 
Larkin. 

500 In Tuna Sean Rafferty is 
joined by flamenco guftarist Paco 
Pena, whose new dance cfcama, la 
musa gitana', based on the Efe of the 
AndaJudan painter Ju8o Romero de 
: Torres, opened this week in London 
Music indudes &05 Mozart Overture 
■Don Giovanni 1 . BBC Scottish SO/A n- 
drea Quinn 640 Copland: Four 
Dance Episodes (Rodeo}. 

700 Performance on 3. Live from 
the Music HaH Aberdeen. Conductor 
Osmo Vanska, Elisabeth Batiashvi 
(viofin) James MacMOan: The Con- 
fession of bobel Gowdie Beethoven: 

. T/iofin Concerto in D. 

jP&40 News from North Britain. Five 



pick of the day 


THERE’S A welcome repeat for 
the novelist Louise Doughty's 
feature Great-Grandad Had a 
Flat Head (11am R4), in which 
she contrasts the lives of her 
Romany ancestors with those of 
today's travellers. Her roving 
investigation takes her to Barnet 

Horse F^ir and Peterborough, 
where she dials to her aunt 
In Morley at the Musicals 
(7pm R 2 ), the theatre critic 


Sheridan Morley makes the 
first of six forays into the wurid 
of stage musicals. Today’s 
programme looks at treatments 
of American political life. 

Trevor Barnes’ examination of 
serious theological questions, 
Believe It or Not Ulpnz R2), 
ponders the existence of the 
Devfl. Tbyah WUlcox (right), of all 
people, has something to tell us. 

Dominic Cavendish 



t 


new stories from Scotbnd 

3: “Coloured Lights', by Lei la 
Atxxtete. For a young joumaist 
w orking for the Wortd Service, the 
Christmas D^rts of shop wtedows In 
u»Kton spark off a series of memo- 
ries of Rfe - and death - in Sudan. 
9-00 Concert, part 2 Sbelius: Sym- 
phony No 1 

9- SO PostscripL Patrick Wright talks 
to five unsung, witty and engaging 
figure s on the cutturai scene who are 
tfstingjished by their originafity and 
■magfiialion. 5: Marion Boyars: A 
teaefing publisher of the avant-garde 
since I960, Marion Boyars intro- 
duced British readers to Georges 
BataSte; Mchael Ondaaije and (van 
ffich. She discusses how she has 
fought to bring new Ideas to aud- 
ences who do not always think that 
they need them. 

1040 BBC Symphony Orchestra. 
Conductor Martyn Brabbins, Vakfine 
Anderson (soprano). Boulez PI 
sdonpE. 

1L30 Jazz Century. 

1200 Composer of the Wsek: 
Tavener. 

tOO - 6*00 Throu^i the hfight 
RADIO 4 
(S24-946MHZ FM ) 

6w00 Today 

OuOO NEWS; Desert Island Discs. 
9145 Serial: Best American Essays. 

(R) 

10- 00 NEWS; Womans Hour. 

TLOO NEWS; Great-Grandad Had a 
Flat Head See Pick of the Day (R) 
TL30 The Oldest Member. 

tiLOO NEWS; You and Yours 
1237 Wsathec 


100 The Vtorfd at One 
1X30 Puzzle Panel 
2j00 NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: Say It with 
Flowers. 

3-00 IVEWS; Loggpd On. 

34)0 A View with a Room 
3-45 This Sceptred Iste. 

400 (NEWS; Open Book. 

430 The Message 
5X10 PM. 

537 leather. 

6XH) Six OOock News. 

&3o The Ghost of Number Ten. A 
six-part political farce by Steve Nat- 
ion and Turan AJL 5: Here Come the 
Grooms'. When a gay junior ministBr 
gets married to his Swadsb 
boyfriend, the prime minster comes 
under pressure from home and from 
Europe to reoognise their marriage 
to British law. With Maggie Steed, 
Mark Wffiams. Steve Nation, Jan 
Ravens and Andrew WincotL 
7X10 NEWS; The Archers. 

745 Front Row Mark Lawson with 
the arts programme. 

7.45 Speaking for Themselves. Ten 
{framatised excerpts from the tetters 
of BrftatoS great war&ne leader and 
his wife Clementina, taken from the 
newly published collection edited by 
trier daughter, Mary Soames. With 
Alex Jennings as Winston, Sytvestra 
la Touzef as Clementine, and Helen 
Bourne as the narrator. Part a 
fiLOO NEWS; Any Questions?. 
Jonathan Dimbleby is Joined to Wal- 
sall, West Mdlands, by paneists 
Dennis Sktoner MP; the Rev Mchael 
Santer, Bishop of Knrwigham; Sr 
Patrick Mayhew; and Trevor Ka- 
vanagh, pofiticai eefftor of The Sun'. 


8L45 Letter from America Afctair 
Cooke with another slice of Ameri- 
cana 

9XM) NEWS; The Friday Play: Emer- 
gency. By Robin Glendtontog During 
the Second World War, or the emer- 
gency 1 , as the Irish cal it, a German 
captain lands in Ireland and has 
many comic and bizarre adventures 
trying to recruit the help of the HA to 
invade Britain With Patrick O’Kane, 
Stella McCusker and Alan Barry. Di- 
rector Roland JaquareBa 
KLOO Trie World Tonight With 
Robin Lustlg. 

10j 45 Book at Bedtime: The Souid 
of Trumpets. The pofiticai shenani- 
gans to the constituency of 
Hartscombe and Vtforsfietti South 
come to a efimax in this final episode 
from John Mortimer^ novel Wil lord 
Trtmuss star be king of his local area, 
or has his crown been usurped? 
Reader Rfc MayaiL 
TLOO NEWS; Late Tackle. Eleanor 
OWrayd and guests take a took at 
the week in sport and preview the 
Five Nations rugby championship, 
tL30 Front Page Sport 
12jD0 News. 

12L30 The Late Book: Lemonafc 
Tate. By Ken Saro-Wiwa (5/ICf). The 
shady world of supply contracts and 
the stogte girt 
12.48 Shipptog Forecast 
■LOO As World Service. 

5X50 World News. 

5X35 Shipping Forecast 
640 Inshore Forecast 
5-45 Prayer for the Day. 

547 Leisure Update. 

5J>6 - 6j00 Weather. 


RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

SL45- lOXKJ An Act of Worshfo 
124)0 - 12LQ4 News Headfines; 
Shipping Forecast 5J54 - 5XS7 
Shipptog Forecast TL30 - 64)0 To- 
day to Parliament 

RADIO 5 UVE 

(693,909kHz MW) 

6X)0 Breakfast 
9-00 t'ficky Campbel 
12-00 The Midday News. 

IDO Ruscoe and Co. 

4XK) Drive. 

7-00 News Extra. 

7J0 Alan Greenk SportsnigfTL Alan 
Green and his stucBo guests cfiscuss 
the weeks sporting issues. Ptus 143 - 
dates and commentary from Bristol 
City vQPR to Division One 
KMX) Late Night Live Insight and 
comment on the day’s trig issues 
with Brian Hayes. IncJucEng at 1115 
The Fnanrial World Tonight 
LOO Up Al Night 
5dOO - 6 XH) Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(lOOO-fotSMHz FM ) 
aoo Nek Bailey. 8MO Henry KsBy. 
12X10 Requests. 2J00 Concerto 
3XK) Jamie Crick. 6X50 NewsnighL 
7XN> Smooth Classes al Seven 
9X10 Evening Concert TLOO Alan 
Mann 2JOO Concerto 34)0 - 6.00 
Mark Griffiths. 

VRGIN RADIO 
(1215; 119?- 1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM) 

640 Chris Evans. 9L30 Mark For- 
rest LOO Nek Abbot 4XX) Harriet 
Scott 7X>0 Wheels of Steel TLOO 
Janey Lee Grace 24)0 - CLOO 
Steve Power. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(t96kHzLW) 

■LOO The World Today. L30 Mericfi- 
an (Books) 2j00 The World Today. 
2^0 People and Politics. 3XM The 
World Today. 3JM) Sports Roundup 
3.30 WOrid Business Report 3-45 
Insight 4u00 The WOrid Today. 4X30 
Weekend SJOO The World Today 
5-30 - 6-00 My Century. 

TALK RADIO 

6JD0 David Banks and Mck Ferrari. 
9XH) Scott Chishofrn. 14)0 Anna 
Raeburn. 3XH> OK to Tak 5XH) The 
SportZbna 8.00 Jackie Mason - 
Live from New York. KMX) Dave 
Barrettis Phone-In with the Midnigit 
Psychic. 2jOO • 6-00 Mike Dfckin. 


l.: 


Satellite and Cable 
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SKY MEMER 

G .00 Cloak and Daggo- (1984) (16888) 
BXX) Cahi at Sunset (1996) (38105). 
10X» One Rne Day (1996) (7TT05) 

12X30 tt Takes Two (1995) (59056) 2X>0 
Cloak and Dagger (1984) (13476) 4X30 
Catm at Sunset (1996) (4308) 6X30 It 
Takes Two (1995) (25940) 8X30 One Rne 
Day (1998) 137785) 10X30 Vampire to 
Brooklyn (1995) (221414) tL*5 The Juror 
(1996) (337834) L40 Desperate Trail 
(1994) (231254) 3X5 - 6X30 Working QM 
(1988) (71963157) 

SKY MOV1EMAX 

WO Back to the Planet of the Apes (19W) 
(33742209) 9X30 Back to the Beach 
(©87) (58327) 11X30 Time to Say Good- 
bye (1997) (4t259) 1X30 All the Winters 
Thai Have Been (1997) (52143) 3X30 
Back to the Beach (1987) (33368) 5X30 
Tme to Say Goortoye (19971 (501W) 7X30 
pireview (7259). 7.30 UK Top Ten (1358) 
*8X30 Femmes Fatales (3679) See Pick of 
Itfie Day. IL30 Movie Magic (5414) 8X30 
tee (1998) (81018) 10XK3 Contagious 
(©97) (2520) 12X30 SpM (©96) (52631) 
L30 Carriers (©97) (972099) 3X35 
Deadoctecfc Escape from Zona 14 (©92) 
(259649) 4.40 - 7.00 Al the Winters 
That Have Been (©97) (17314186) 

SKY CINEMA 

4X30 The Big Clock (©48) (7853501) 
6X30 Beware, My Lovely (©52) (1215821) 
8X30 To Each Hre Own (©46) (1227766) 
10X30 Brubaker (©80) (B7842853) 12X0 
The French Connection R (©75) (5278475) 
2X»5 The Soper (©52) (3004588) 3^0 
TWo torthe Road t©67) (24654©) 5-20 
Close. 

CT yiff QUR 

6X30 Short Attention Span Cinema 
©615018)8X30 Barcelona (©94) 
(66658582) 9.40 Le Revel @647501) 
10X30 MeiropoStan (1990) (4286834) 
12X30 Rabid (1977) (2519235) L35 Un 
Ffc (©72) (1940709) 340 ■ 6X30 Point 
Break (©91) (59647380) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4X30 Rex Hunt Specials (3753960) 4XJO 
Walker's World (3732853) 5X30 Wheel 
Nuts (4609327) 6J30 History’s Tumtog 
LPonts (3733105) 6.00 Animal Doctor 
1&730018) 6L30 Adventures of the Quest 
©568766) 7-30 Beyond 2000 (3743582) 
6X30 Outback Adventures (4898211) 

8X30 Uncharted Africa (4884018) 9X30 
Snow Coaches (6455785) 10X30 The 
Bounty Hunter (6458872) 11X30 
weapons of war (9930308) 12X30 Barry 
Gray (6454070) 1X30 History’s Turning 


Pick of the day 


THE POPULARITY of the Russian 
president, Boris Yeltsin, who is 
profiled tonight on Biography 
(9pm History Channel), has 
decreased markedly since his 
heyday when he mounted a tank 
in the streets of Moscow to see 
off an attempted coup. Weakened 
bya grave financial crisis, illness 
and a fondness for drink Yeltsin's 
ratings are at their lowest dab 
since he took on the job in 1991. 
He is now only dinging onto 
power by virtue of ceding many 


of his responsibilities to the 
parliament with which he is 
always warring. 

Sigourney Weaver (right), 
featured on today’s Femmes 
Pa tales (8pm Sky Moviemato, 
has carved a niche for herself as 
an archetypal strong actress. 
Perhaps her seminal role has 
been as Ripley, the indomitable 
space traveller battling the 
scarify unconquerable monster 
in the Alien cycle of films. 

James Hampton 



Points (8982588) L30 Wheel Nuts 
(31234®) 2X30 CkSB. 

SKY ONE 

7X30 Count Ducklfa (84230) 7X0 The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (94259) 

8X10 Hollywood Squares (40W7) 9X30 
Sally Jessy Raphael @0834) 10X30 The 
Oprah Wtoftey Show (69921) 11X30 • 
Guiityl (89785) 12X30 Jenny Jones 
( 915 (e) LOO Mad about You (83501) 

L30 Jeopardy (780©) 2X30 Salty Jessy 
Raphael (472ri) 3X30 Jenny Jones 
(46330) 4X30 GuWyf (99037) 5X30 Star 
Trek: Deep Space Mne (1834) 6X30 Mar- 
ned with Children (5788) 630 Friends 
(6018). 7X30 The Simpsons (2563) 7.30 
The Simpsons (823Q) 0X30 Beal the 
Crusher (40259) 9X30 Surviving the Mo- 
ment of Impact 3 (20495) 10X30 Cops ■ 
(23582) ILOO Friends (90786) 1L30 
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (55501) 

12XM3 The Commteft (14322) L30- 
7X30 Long Play (78t3490) 

SKY SPORTS 1 
6J30 Futures to Sport (80940) 7X30 
Wortd Wresting Federation Supers tars 
(67899) 8X30 European Tour Golf (78105) 
«0X3O Racing News (71292) 10X0 Foot- 
ball League Revtew (60389) tUO Whet 
a Decade (25476) 12XM3 Aerobics - Oz 
Style (39230) 12X30 Sports Unfi mtted 
(64105) L30 European Tour Golf (67872) 
3JO Ford Golf USA (11150) 5XJO What a , 
Decade (7W3) GXN3 Sky Sports Centre 
(56495) 7X30 Trans Wortd Sport (66211) 


8X10 Eiropean Tour Golf (53747) 10X30 
Sky Sports Centra (85582) ILOO HoU 
the Back Page [79150) 12X30 Sky Sports 
Centre (15506) 1X30 Wortd Wresting 
Federation Raw (39167) 3X30 Hold the 
Back Page (25235) 4X30 Friday Night 
Fbotoafl Bristol City v OPR (53167) 5X30 - 
6X30 TcAal&port (49322) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

7X30 Racing News (9043691) 7.30 toier- 
national Cricket Australa vs England 
(8427211) 11X30 The Rugby Club 
( 4093196 ) 12X30 SurvfvaJ of the Fittest 
(5413679) 12L30 International Cricket 
South Africa v West totfes (7*15768) 

4X30 International Crrckot (94tU95) 4-30 
tolsmetlanai Cricket South Africa vs West 
Indies (3100872) 8X30 International Crick- 
et (5557124) 10X30 Ford Goif USA 
(415558 2) 12X30 Friday fiflght Football 
Bristol City vs OPR (1470254) L30 htar- 
national Cricket South Africa vs Wtest In- 
des (4078457) 3X30 international Cricket 
(5794188) 5X30 MOtO-pfus (4589186) 

5-30 • 6X30 Extreme SaBng (7189254) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

11X30 FiJtures to Sport (17612834) 12X30 
Transwortd Sport (87254105) 1X30 Fish 
TV: Tight Lines (87263353) 2X30 Bobby 
Charlton's Footbal Scrapbook 
(40658679) 3-30 Spanish Foot&afl 
(65651563) 530 Moto-pta (87158698) 
6X30 Extreme Sa«ng ©7146211) 6-30 in- 
Side the PGA Tour (87139563) 7X30 Fri- 
day Night Footbal Bristol City vs GPfi 


(78140560) 10X30 World Wresting Feder- 
ation Raw (17615921) 12X30 Closa 

eurosport 

730 Golf (81619) 8-30 Snowboardtog 
(20582) 9X30 Winter X Games (94292) 

10.00 Racing Line (296©) 11X30 Luge 
(83259) 1X30 Snowboardtog (27969) 

L30 Tennis (3841414) 5X30 Alpine SMtog 
(17394) 6^0 Car on Ice (3196) 7X30 Ath- 
letics (68679) 8X30 Alpine Sktog (77327) 
9X10 Luge (39679) 9-30 Alpine Sking 
(53308) 10X30 Boxing (50650) ILOO 
Ptayfife (34184}. ttSO Winter X Games 
(36489) 12L30 Close. 

UK GOLD 

7.00 Crossroads (9923018) 7.30 Neigh- 
bours (4153105) 7.55 EastEnders 
(5275143) 8L30 The BB (B258056) 9X30 
The B9 (8949308) 9X30 When Ihe Boat 
Comes to (1363945) WXJO Rhode 
(8238292) ILOO Delas (4211495) 1L55 
Neighbours (789570©) 12-25 East- 
Enders (7824969) 1X30 Julst Bravo 
(9367394) 2X30 Dallas (5952230) 2X35 
The BDI P47W) 3X25 The BB1 
(9864037) 3JS5 EastEnders (8040698) 
4X30 Rhoda (3W42TD 5X30 Al Creatures 
Great and Small (4880292) 6X30 Dynasty 
(3767150) 7X30 The Comedy Alternative: 

2 pom CWdren (3392872) 7.40 The 
Comedy Alternative: Dadfe Army 
(7516414) 8X20 The Comedy Alternative: 
The Detectives (@094921) 9X30 Tha Thto 
Blue Une (8703211) 9^40 Knowing Me, 
Knowing You-, with Alan Partridge 


(2986105) KL20 Ruby Wbx Meets- Held 
Floss (5477766) TLOO The Bi (6833143) 
1L30 The BiH (2348788) 12X30 Dr Who 
Omnibus (8256896) 3X30 - 7.00 Shop- 
ping with Screenshop (6698964) 

LIVING 

6X30 Ttoy and Crew (37030143) 6-20 
Johnson and Friends (BS94W14) 630 
Phflbert the Frog (12028501) 6v40 Try 
Tbles (84475056) 6x15 Greedysauus 
and the Gang (B44W327) 6J0 Poka Dot 
Shorts (B4455292) 7X3D Practical Parent- 
ing (5114292) 7X35 Professor Bubble 
(6756476) 7-30 Callou (T103056) 7X35 
Bug Alert (7909389) 7^5 Practical Par- 
enting (4445308) 8X30 Barney and 
Friends (4455785)8X25 Bateloos 
(1960105) BXM3 CaSou (8231921) 635 
Tiny and Crew (5504327) 8-50 Practical 
Parenting (7844786) 9X30 Cant Cot*, 
Wont Cook (5282969) 9X30 The 
Roseanne Show - hflghfghte (3539308) 
10X30 The Jeny Springer Show 
(5895872) 10J50 Maury Povich (7159124) 
TL40 Living Issues (68572143) 12X0 
Animal Resale (22725496) 12-40 Res- 
cue 911 (96985834) 140 Special Betties 
(14091281) L40 Beyond Beteh Fad or 
Fiction (66686747) 240 LA Law 
(9771921) 340 Living Room (2867563) 
4X30 Mich ael Cole (8878921) 4.50 
Rolonda £287673) 5-40 Ready, Steady, 
Cook (5479898) 645 The Jerry Springer 
Show (3116143) 7X35 Rescue 9t1 
(2548259) 7X15 Animal Rescue 
(2870834) 840 Maury Povich (4020747) 
9X30 FVm: Al She Ever Wanted (1996) 
(1224679) tLOO The Sex Zdne (7T70360) 
12X30 Ctose. 

TNT 

9X30 WCW (vitro (88937785) 1L35 
WCW Thunder (89780563) 145 Where 
the Spies Are (1965) (89703438). 3X5 
Shaft to Africa (©73) (42004612) 5X30 
Closa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

7X30 Clueless (8143) 7X10 Grace under 
Fire (2834) 8X30 EDen (4563) 8X30 
Newsradlo (3698) 9X30 Cybfll (35653) 
9X30 Vic Reeves’ Big Night Out (59582) 
10X30 The Rutlas (48722) tWO The 
Larry Sanders Show (75018) 12XK3 
Late Night with David Letterman (©148) 
1X30 Taxi (12902). 1X30 The Critic 
(28693) 2X30 Dr Katz (38099) 2X30 
Tibs and Fibs (17505) 3X30 Nghtstand 
(28993) 3X30 Abbott & Costeflo (31186) 
4.00 Qosa 


JUU- 


Rpr.ioNAi. television Variations 
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BSCINfRELAND 

As B8C1 London except 6-30 

Nowslne B30 (766) 

IS Famh (Mouse and Mole) (26529^6) 
12X35 Oram ague FKwian {|ong atto 

Istnd-UD S>w g81W31) ^ 
|J2pB02544V 200 Joins BBC News & 
(7889877) 

B8C1 WALES 

As B8C1 London oxcopfa 

Today (766) 10J25 HOoray 

As Caurtton ewcoptol 

.News and 

Short Kind L35 Home 

>£^nd WMtiW (9606335) VAO 


News; Weather (779785) 6X30 AngBa 
News (5ffi) 6-30 Off the Beaten Track 
(834) 10X30 Anoka News and Weather 
n65W3) KUO Film: Donato and Daugh- 
ter ©2445719) 1280 Pirate TV (38780) 
LOO Ftoi: State of Emergency (91*530. 
2X35 The Haunted Fishtank (6340457) 
3X35 New Bayiratch (8221902) 3^5 Tr- 
iaha (4012254) 4^5 rTVN^htecreen 
(83193615) 5X30 Coronation St (20490) 

As*Cartton neapfi «^ C«Ttr^ 

News and 

Ybu Were Hera-? (3667^. 220 Cental 
Nows ©606835) 5X0 Shorthand Street 
(8445679) 5-40 News; Whether (779785) 
SoOHom® and Away (698394)225 
cSal News and Weather (M»82) 
10,30 Central News and Weather 
065143) 10*40 Film: Sweeneyl 

^^34)^05 Jc^aarfB 4 ^ 5 ^ 

5J20 Asian EyB (7856feQ) 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except nutiTltMom- 

knn 111786018) HTV News 
K|Jra7). ix30 Wish You Were Hera-? 
( 30679 ) L30 Home and Away 

tactics (9445679) 6X30 Home and 


Away (698394) 6-25 W8tes Tbnlght 
(95^82) 10^0 HTV News (156495) 
10-45 Flm: Al the RigW Moves 
(80382501) 12-30 Pirate TV (38780) 

LOO FUn: Slate of Emergency (913*57) 
The Haunfad Fishtank (6340457) 
3X35 New Baywatch (822©02) 255 Tr- 
isha (4012254) 4X55 !TV KSghtecreen 
P8S3815) 5X30 Coronation St (2049Q. 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: LOO Short- 
land Street (36879) 625 HTV West 
Wbather (34365H &30 The West (834) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except; «L30 This Morn- 
ing (ti7860tS) 12X5 MerkSan News and 
Weather (73WM7) LOO ShortJand Street 
(9115582) L35 Home and Away 
I290B238SL 2X30 The Jerry Springer 
§ww p09065(^ 3X» Uteriitian News 
and Weather (9606835) 5X0 Home and 
Away (9445679) 5J7 The Listings 
(720650) 5,40 News; Weather (779785) 
6X30 Meridbn Tbrtght fJ7T2«) «L30 
Meridian News (1564351 «L45 Dream 
Town (411853) *1X5 Bob MonkhOUSfl on 
Campus ©56134) 12.15 BeneaththeSu-- 
face - the Making of ’Sphere’ (6351544 
1230 Pirate TV (36780) LOO Ffln: 

Stare of E me rgency (912457) 2X15 The 


HaLBItBd Fishtank (6340457) 3X35 New 
Baywatch (6221902) 335 Trisha 
MOQ254) 4*55 nv Mghtacreen 
(88193815) 5X30 Freesorean (204,90) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As Carlton except: NL30 This Morn- 
ing ftlTBOTB) 12X5 Waslcountry News 
(7355747) 1227 IBuntinationo (8782898) 
LOO Wisetcountry Update 06679) 3^0 
WestBountry News (9606835) 6X30 
Wtesteoirtry Live (47T24) 10X30 West- 
country News (156495) 1643 The Other 
Side (411853) 11X5 Renegade (479281) 
12X35 Tates from the Darireide (6223612) 
12J0 Pirate TV (38780)1X30 Flm: 
State of Emergency (912457) 2X35 The 
Haunted Fishtank (8340457) 3X35 New 
ch (6221902) 335 Trisha 
. 4XSS nv Mghtscreen 
5XM Coronation St (20490) 
YDRKSMRE 

As Csrtton except: «L20 Calendar 
News and Weather (8754679) LOO Home 
and Away (96809871)t25^rTySprtoger 
Show 0333834) 2«3 EmnwdBJe (70m2t). 
3JN3 calendar Navvs HeatSnee (0606835) 
5L40 News; Waather (32S178) 535 Cal- 
endar (823259) &30 Tonight (834) 10X30 
Calendar News (165143)1040 An: In 
Pursuit of Honor (94133894) 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 12.20 North 
East News and Weather (8754679) 3XU3 
North East News HeadEnes (9606835) 
5-55 North East Wsether (W04M) 6X30 
North East Tbnfgfit ffTTEM) NL30 North 
East News (165143) 

54C 

As Channel 4 except: 9X30 V^go- 
Bon/ScfKXtis (30038292). 12X30 Home tov 
provement (29745766) 12X30 Sesame 
Street (38383853) 1X30 Planed Plant 
(34356259) 130 Roots to Success 
(27970037)150 Farm The virgin Queen 
(17808227)4^0 Dishes (81296056) 5X30 
Planed Plant (84777747) 530 Countdown 
(Bt28730e) 6X30 Newyddton (545B2230) 
6X0 Heno (18485037) 7X30 Pobol y Cwm 
(64780211) 130 Newyddon (B1297785) 
8-00 Cetn Gwbd (647062ffl) B30 Y 
Cfwb Rygbl (64785788) 200 Pawb al 
Fam (82210209) WX30 BrooksUe 
(6048747©. 10X35 Raster (56894414) 
tL05 Graham Norton- So Connected 
(47042230) *140 TFl Friday (71305817) 
1230 Streetmate (26582902) L20 4 Lat- 
er The Ru Pau Show (20402728) 150 
Johmy Meets Madonna (1481688C). 2JSO 
4 Later.The Mod Squad (97291964) 3L50 
4 LatBT Vids (61868728) 4X25 Close 


CHESS 

Jon Speelman 


DURING HIS signal victory at Wijk 
aan Zee, Gary Kasparov won do few- 
er than eight of the 13 games. I’ve 
already focused twice on the mas- 
terpiece against Vksefin Topalov 
but several of the others were also 
excellent especially his win in the 
penultimate round against Peter 
Svidler, who before this game even 
had a plus score - a win and two 
draws - against him. 

As Kasparov explained in the 
press conference after the game, he 
had reserved this novelty in a line 
which he has “...been analysing 
since 1995". especially for Svidler, 
preferring to play 1 e4 against his 
other potential Grunfeld customer; 
Loek Van Wely. 

With 5 Qb3 he resuscitated a ven- 
erable variation, which before this 
game was somewhat in the dol- 
drums but “is now back in business”, 
li Be3 is a novelty instead of the 
usual 11 Qxe6+. “My 11th was a 
positional move. The idea is to 
respond to Ll ...Nils with 12 a4 and 
to 11 ... Nb6 with 12 h4.” 

Kasparov admitted that the ex- 
cellent 15 Rdll “was found by the 
computer". 

“17 ...h6 was “the only reason- 
able move: 17 ...hxgfi “would have 
lost by force after 18 Qc2". 

The cleanest I myself could find 
was 18 ...QeS 19 Bd3 dxc3 20 Bxg6 
QfB 21 Bh7+ Kh8 22 Rd4! when a) 
22 ...Bxd4 23 BgB+ Kg7 24 Rgl+ 
Kf6 25 Qe4 Bxfi!+ 26 Kxf2 QhG 27 
Qd4+ KB 28 Bh7+ Qxh7 29 Qe4+ 
KfB 30 Qxh7 wins; b) 22 Rd4 e5 23 
Rdh4 QfB 24 bxc3!? Rb8 25 Qb3 e6 
26 Rg4 Nd5 27 Be4+ Kg8 28 Rhgl 
Rb7 29Bxd5exd530Qxd5+ Kf831 
Qc5+ etc. 

18 Kh5!I was Kasparov's best 


move of the game: “Over the board 
Ifound IS Rh5, which I think is very 
strong, because Black cannot put his 
Knight on the d5-square now. White 
has to posh. If Black has time to get 
counterplay, he is all right Co-ord- 
ination is the most important factor 
in this position. Now he is virtually 
forced to take the g6 pawn." 

Instead of 21 ...QfT: “If 21 ...QfB, 
I take with the Rook on d4. This is 
very important. And after 21 ... 
QfS, I can play 22 f4 and put my 
Queen on gi. n 

It seems that 26 ...Rc5? was the 
decisive error “26 ...Nd5 was the 
right defence, after which there is 
no dear cut, direct win for White. 
But now. after 26 .. .RcS? 27 Ne2 both 
Svidler and 1 recognised that the 
game was over." 

At the end, not onty was Kasparov 
the exchange up, but he also had a 
withering attack. Svidler had had 
enough. 

White: Gary Kasparov 
Black: Peter Svidler 
Wijk aan Zee iRound 12) 
Grunfeld Defence 


1 d4 NflB 

17hxgGh6 

2 C4 g6 

18 Rh5!! QeS 

3 Nc3 d5 

19Ne2Qxg6 

4 N13 Bg7 

20Rhl Kh8 

5 Qb3 dxc4 

21 Rgl QfT 

6 Qxc4 0-0 

22Nxd4Nd5 

7 e4 a6 

23Qd3Bd7 

Se5b5 

24Qe4Rc8 

9 Qb3 Nfd7 

25 8d3 NK 

10 e6 £xe6 

26 Qh4 Rc5? 

11 Be3Nb6 

27Ne2Nd5 

12h4 Nc6 

28Rg6Qf8 

13h5Rxf3 

29 Qe4 Qf7 

14 gxf3 Nxd4 

30 Kd2! NE6 

15Rdlc5 

31 Qe3 1-0 

X6Bxd4cxd4 



BRIDGE 

ALAN HIRON 


ON THIS deal from match-play, one 
South had what can only be- 
d escribed as a death wish. His 
counterpart, on the other hand, 
could see no problem on the hand. 
In the odd way that these things go, 
it was the team of the unsuccess- 
ful declarer who ran out comfort- 
able winners of the match. 

The bidding and opening lead 
were the same at both tables - 
South opened One Spade, West 
overtoiled with Two Clubs and, 
after some preliminaries, North 
raised to game and Wbst led the ace 
and another heart against Four 
Spades. 

It seemed fairly clear that West 
was angling for a heart ruff With 
no great enthusiasm one South 
won in hand and simply led a 
trump. Now it was easy for the 
defence - East won, gave his part- 
ner the expected ruff and now 
West exited safety with a diamond. 
In (he fullness of time, when the 
club finesse failed, declarer lost a 
fourth trick and the contract 

At the other table. South was 
more for-sighted. Correctly he 
judged that it would be dangerous 
to play trumps immediately and he 
started with the ace and king of dia- 
monds and then ruffed a diamond, 
before playing a trump. As before. 
East won, but now had a problem. 
Would it be better to lead a dub or 


North-South game: 
dealer South 
North 

♦ Q 10 7 4 
S7KJ6 
OAK92 
+5 2 

West East 

♦52 +A3 

*?A3 <79 8 75 2 

OQ 108 OJ753 

♦ K.J10973 +84 

South 
♦KJ986 
VQ 104 
064 
♦AQ6 


give his partner the required heart 
ruff? He thought for so long that 
South, tired of waiting, faced his 
cards and daimed. On a dub 
return, he explained, he would win 
with the ace, draw trumps, and 
gracefully concede a dub. If, on the 
other hand. East gave his partner 
the expected ruff then West on 
lead, would have to lead a dub into 
South's tenace. His daim was a 
little premature - just conceivably 
West might have held a fourth 
diamond or even a third trump - 
but all was well and his opponents 
had to concede. 


concise Crossword 


No. 3838 Friday 5 February 



Cereal crop (4) 

4 Measures of distance (5) 

9 Beast of burden (5) 

HI Playhouse (7) 

11 Aggressively male behaviour 


12 


(4) 


13 Tax collecting authority (6.7) 

17 Wordless performance (4) 

18 Chinese jxnt (8) 

21 Strange (7) 

22 Dexterity (5) 

23 Tales (5) 

24 Musical symbol (4) 


2 Biblical patriarch (5) 

3 Excuse (7) 

4 Change of form (13) 

5 German song (4) 

6 Take a seat (3.4) 

7 Former pupils (6) 

8 Repair (4) 

34 Fisn-like vertebrate (7) 

15 Deer meal (7) 

16 Safe to eat (6) 

17 Scoff (4) 

19 Raise (5) 

20 Male pig (4) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 

.ACROSS: 1 Engines, 5 Homer ( Indian summer), 8 Gable. 9 Cabinet, 10 Relieve. 1 1 ThcIL 
L2 Maraud. 14 Sirah, 17 Reach, 19 Brigand. 22 Naphtha. 23 Sgreai, 34 Ranch, is {fa m m 
DOWN: 1 £i«r. 2 Gobblw, 3 Njece, 4 Sucker, 5 Habitat. 6 Minet. 7 Rai-a-ia u 12 Marini 
13 Unhitch, 15 Academe, 16 U-boats, 18 Aspen, 20 Issue, 21 Ditty. 
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